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INTRODUCTION 


TO THE 


ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, 


No portion of Holy Writ has been made the occasion of more controversy as to its design than the 
Acts of the APosTLEs. 

Some have said that it is composed without any specific plan’, and that it is merely a collection, 
imperfect and fragmentary, of such materials concerning the primitive Church, as happened to be 
accessible to the writer. It has been argued from its inscription to Theophilus’, that it was designed 
only for the use of a private Christian. It has been observed, that it records only some actions of 
two of the Apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul; and that it says nothing of their Epistles, or of the 
martyrdom of either, and that it terminates unexpectedly with St. Paul’s first visit to Rome. And 
it is alleged, that its title, “‘the Acrs of the AposTLzs,” disappoints the reader, and can hardly have 
been assigned to it by the writer himself. 

Others’, in recent times, profess to have discovered in this book a design to vindicate St. Paul, 
the Apostle of the Gentiles, from the charges of those who contrasted his teaching with that of 
St. Peter, the Apostle of the Circumcision; as if the one were contradictory to the other. And 
others‘, accepting this hypothesis concerning the Acts, have proceeded so far as to affirm, that the 
view presented to us there, of St. Paul’s teaching, is inconsistent with the tenour of St. Paul’s 


Epistles. 


The tendency of these theories is evidently to invalidate its Authority, and to undermine the 


foundations of its Genuineness and Inspiration. 


Happily, however, for the Christian Church, there is no book whose Authenticity, Genuineness *, 


1 e. g. See Dr. Davidson, Introduction to N. T., ii. p. 62, and 
ibid. p. 24. 

2 Kuinoel, Zeigler, Heinrichs, Meyer, and others. 

3 Schneckenburger iiher d. Zweck d. Apostelsgeschichte. Bern. 
184]. 

4‘ Bauer, Schwegler, and Zeller. See Meyer's Einleitung, 

. 9. 

Ps On the subject of the Authorship, the following ingenious 
argument from internal evidence deserves to be cited ; 

** Acts xvi. 10: ‘ After he had seen the vision, immediately 
we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that 
the Lord had called us for to preach the Gospel unto them.’ 

‘‘ Here the writer of the history, by the change of persons, 
first indicates his own presence as a companion of the Apostle. 
It is well known that this book of Acts, as well as the third 
Gospel, are ascribed to St. Luke by the universal tradition of the 
Church; but it seems never to have been shown that the same 
conclusion may be reached, simply and rigidly, by the internal 
evidence alone. 

“The writer then, so far as we can learn from his history, 
was present with the Apostle from Troas to Philippi, in his first 
visit to Europe; was absent from him or not distinctly present, 
after his departure from Philippi, during his double stay at Co- 
rinth and Ephesus; and having joined him at Philippi again, 
continued his companion during his voyage from Greece to Pales- 
tine, his imprisonment at Cesarea, his second voyage, and, at 
least, the earlier part of his imprisonment at Rome. 

‘None of St. Paul’s letters were written until his arrival at 
Corinth, when the first separation had taken place. Six of them, 
the first and second to Thessalonica, the Epistle to the Galatians, 
the first and second to Corinth, and the Epistle to the Romans, 
were written during the interval of the writer’s apparent absence, 

Vou. 1.—ParrT 1. 


His name could not then be expected to occur in these letters 
among the friends who were present with St. Paul, and who 
joined in the salutations. 

‘‘ Four other letters, to the Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 
and Philippians, were written during the first imprisonment at 
Rome. Now since the writer had been a companion of the 
Apostle for three whole years before that imprisonment, had 
attended him on the voyage with only one or two others, and had 
continued with him till his arrival at Rome, it is most improbable 
that he would leave him at once, and not cheer him by his pre- 
sence and friendship, as in the previous long delay at Czesarea. 
In these letters, therefore, if the helpers present with St. Paul 
ere at all mentioned, his name will be likely to appear. And 
since he had been so intimate a companion, and attended him 
faithfully so long, it seems almost certain that the Apostle, if he 
specified his chief helpers and friends who were with him, could 
not omit one so conspicuous. The writer, we may thus infer, 
was either Tychicus, Timothy, Epaphroditus, Epaphras, Onesi- 
mus, Aristarchus, Marcus, Jesus Justus, Luke, or Demas, the 
only persons whose names appear in the salutations of these four 
letters. 

“ But this choice is soon reduced within narrower limits. 
Timothy, Tychicus, and Aristarchus could none of them be the 
writer, since they accompanied Paul and himself on the voyage 
from Greece (Acts xx. 4, 5). QOnesimus is excluded, since he 
was converted by St. Paul during his imprisonment at Rome 
(Philem. 10). Mark is also excluded,-since he is mentioned 
repeatedly in the history, and was rejected by St. Paul as a com. 
panion in that very journey in which the writer soon afterwards 
joined him. Epaphroditus clearly was not with the Apostle when 
the imprisonment began, but was sent to him from Philippi, when 
they heard tidings of his necessities. Epapbras are to have 
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and Inspiration, are more strongly corroborated by the consentient testimony of Ancient Christendom 
than the Acts of the Apostles. 

The evidence of this is clear and open to all’. And taking for grdnted that this book was 
dictated by the Holy Ghost, we may feel confident, that, whether we can discover its design or no, a 
design certainly it has, not unworthy of its Divine Author. He is the Spirit of Counsel and of 
Might, and what He wisely purposes, that He effectually performs. 

But, is it difficult to discover its plan? Let us consider this question. 

St. Luke has written one work, consisting of two parts; the former his Gospel, the latter the 
Acts of the Apostles. 

The connexion of these two parts is marked by the commencement of the latter, with a reference 
to the former, and by the inscription of both to one person. 

The latter opens thus; ‘‘ The former Treatise,” i.e. his Gospel, ‘“ I made, O Theophilus, of all 
that Jesus began both to do and to teach, until the day in which He was taken up.” 

Let us remark also, that in his latter treatise, the Acts, he resumes the subject at the point 
where, in the former, the Gospel, he had left it; namely, with a description of Christ’s Ascension 
into Heaven. 

Therefore, it appears from the Acts, that in his former treatise, the Gospel, St. Luke had 
professed to give an account only of what Jesus began to do and to teach, while He was in person 
upon earth, 

But now, in his second treatise, the Acts of the Apostles, he has a higher and ampler subject 
before him. 

In this book, the sequel of his Gospel, the blessed Evangelist, being inspired by the Holy Ghost, 
comes forward and unfolds, as it were, the doors of heaven, and reveals to the world, what the same 
Jesus, having ascended into heaven, and being exalted to the right hand of God, and there sitting in 
glory, continues “to do and to teach,” not any longer within the narrow confines of Palestine, or 
during the few years of an earthly ministry, but from His royal throne in His imperial City, the 
heavenly Jerusalem; and what there sitting in glory He does and teaches, “in all Judsea and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth’,” by the instrumentality of Apostles and 
Apostolic men, and Apostolic Churches, in all ages of the world; and what He will ever continue 
to doand to teach, from heaven, by the power of the Hoty Guost sent down from heaven after Iis 
Ascension ; even till He comes again in glory to judge both the quick and dead. 


This is the view which the Author himself propounds of his own plan in composing this book. 


Let us consider, whether this view is consistent, 

I. With what may be gathered from other writers of Holy Scripture, concerning Christ’s Office 
after His Ascension, and during His Session in Glory ? and 

II. Whether it be confirmed by internal evidence derivable from the Acts of the Apostles P 


I. Our Blessed Lord Himself, when upon earth, had promised to be always with His Apostles’, 
and He had said to them, a little before His Ascension, ‘‘ As My Father hath sent Me, even so send 
I you‘.”’ Thus He prepares us to regard their Acts as done by Himself. He had also said that the 
works which they would do after His Ascension would be even greater than those works which 
He had done when on earth, because He would go to the Father; that is, He Himself, after His 





been a local Pastor from Colosse, who arrived also at Rome after 
the imprisonment there had begun. Thus Jesus Justus, Luke, 
and Demas are the only three names which are not absolutely 
excluded by these texts. 

“That Jesus Justus was not the writer may be gathered from 
two presumptions of considerable weight. First, he was of the 
circumcision, or a Jew by birth; while several indications i in the 
book of Acts lead us to suppose that the writer was a Greek, and 
only a Proselyte, rather than a native Jew. And next, Jesus 
Justus is named only once, while the two others are named three 
times in these Epistles. Now the companion of the Apostle for 
#0 many years, and through so many dangers, would not be likely 
to be left thus entirely in the background, compared with others. 

‘‘ The choice will now be confined to Luke and Demas, each 
of whom is mentioned three times, and always near together. In 

the last instance, however, there occurs a remarkable contrast. 
In his second imprisonment, as we learn from 2 Tim. iv. 10, 11, 
Demas forsook the Apostle, through love of the world, and ‘ only 
Luke’ continued with him, while every other helper was absent. 


It would be a high degree of moral incongruity to suppose that 
this apostate, whether his apostasy was temporal or final, and not 
the companion who was faithful to the last, wis the same with 
the faithful companion during shipwreck and imprisonment, and 
the honoured writer of two main books of the sacred canon. And 
thus, by internal evidence alone, we are led to the conclusion that 
Luke, and no other, was the real Author of the Gospel and the 
book of Acts. The circumstantial evidence limits our choice to 
three names, while the moral evidence, hardly less forcible, con- 
fines it among these to St. Luke only.”’—Birks’ Hore Aposto- 
lice, pp. 351—333. 

‘ It may be seen in Lardner, iii. 207. Kirchofer, Quellen- 
sammlung zur Geschichte des N. T. Canons, pp. 161—168 
Davidson's Introduction, pp. 2, 3; and Appendix A to the Edi- 
tor’s Lectures on the Canon of Scripture. Sce also below, p. 
6, nole. 

2 Acts i. 8. 

3 Matt. xxviii. 20. 

¢ John xx. 2]. 
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Ascension, and the Giving of the Holy Ghost, would do greater works by their instrumentality, 
than He had done when visible in His bodily presence upon earth '. 

Accordingly St. Mark concludes His Gospel, by expressing in few but comprehensive words, 
what may be regarded as the argument of the Acts of the Apostles. ‘So then after the Lorp had 
spoken unto them, He was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God ; and they 
went forth and preached every where, the Lorp working with them, and confirming the Word with 
signs following ’*.” 

Thus the Holy Ghost, speaking by St. Mark, represents the Lord Jesus as continuing to do and 
to teach every where, after His Ascension, by the ministry of His Apostles, what He had begun to do 
and to teach while He was visible upon earth. 

Similarly, the Apostle St. Paul, who, as Christian Antiquity testifies, was St. Luke’s fellow- 
labourer in writing, as well as in preaching the Gospel *, represents Christ in glory, as the Origin of 
all that is done or taught in the Church by the ministry of men. ‘He that descended is the same 
also that ascended up far above all heavens, that He might fill all things. And He gave some 
Apostles, and some Prophets, and some Evangelists, and some Pastors and Teachers, for the per- 
fecting of the saints, for the work of the Ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ *.”” 

In like manner the beloved Disciple St. John, to whom it was given to behold Christ in Glory, 
describes Him in the Apocalypse as walking in the midst of the seven Golden Candlesticks; which 
are the Churches of God °. 

Therefore the Church of England, in her Office for ordering of Priests, looks up from earth to 
heaven, and praises God for having given His dearly beloved Son, Who, “after He had made 
perfect our Redemption by His death, and was ascended into Heaven, sent abroad into the world His 
Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Doctors, and Pastors, by whose labour and ministry He gathered 
together a great flock in all parts of the world, to set forth the eternal praise of God’s holy Name.” 


II. Let us now examine, whether this view of the design of the Acts of the Apostles, is 
authorized by the contents of the book itself. 

1. Consider the first Act there recorded as done by the Apostles after the Ascension. They return 
from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem, and resort to the Upper-room‘, probably the same where Jesus 
had instituted the Lord’s Supper, and had shown Himself alive to the Apostles on the two successive 
Sundays after His Resurrection. There they nominate two persons, with the view of tilling up the 
vacancy made by the death of Judas, and they address a prayer to Jesus, “ Lord’, show whether of 
these two Thou hast chosen*.”” Thus they declare their persuasion that He Who is removed from 
their bodily sight is still present with them, as He Himself had promised to be’; and that sitting 
on His throne in Heaven, He can and does choose an Apostle, as truly as when He was walking on 
earth, by the side of the Sea of Galilee. The lot was cast into the lap, but the disposing of it tras of 
the Lord’. The lot which fell upon Matthias was dropped from heaven by the hand of Christ. 

2. Observe the next great event in this sacred History—the Descent of the Holy Ghost from 
heaven. Christ when on earth had breathed upon His Apostles and said, “‘ Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost "’.” Thus He showed that He Himself was the source whence that gift would come. And 
when the Holy Spirit was poured forth on the Apostles, Peter ascribed the effusion to Christ ; “ He, 
having reccived of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, hath shed forth this which ye now 
see and hear’’.”” He, Who while on earth did and taught what the Messiah was to do and teach, 
now does and teaches in a more glorious manner by the Holy Ghost the Comforter, Whose Mission 
from heaven is like a royal largess, bestowed in honour of Christ’s Coronation, a sign and fruit of 
His heavenly inauguration and glorious énthronization on the Right Hand of the Majesty on high. 

Hence the Kingdom of Christ, which was commenced by His ministry upon earth, is now 
continued, extended, and amplified. The Four Gospels are the Beginnings ’* of its history: they 
reveal the Day-Spring from on high, and the orient gleams of the Sun of Righteousness. But in 
the Acts of the Apostles the Sun has risen in his strength, and shines in noonday splendour. After 
His exaltation in glory, and after the bestowal of the Holy Ghost, the number of the names of the 


1 See on John xiv. 12. ? That Képios is here Christ, see notes on Acts i. 6. 21. 24. 
* Mark xvi. 19, 20. ; ® Acts i. 24. 
$ See the authorities in the Introductions to the Four Gospels, ® Matt. xxviii. 20. 
and to St. Luke’s Gospel. 10 Prov. xvi. 33. 
* Eph. iv. 10O—12. Mt John xx. 22. 
5 Rev. i. 13. 20; ii. I. 12 Acts ii. 33. 
© Acts i. 13. 


13 See note on Acts x. 11. 
B2? 
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Disciples at Jerusalem, which had been before a mere handful, a hundred and twenty ', is now 
counted by thousands*. The Christian Church extends herself from the upper room on Mount 
Sion, in a gradually growing circle, till she embraces within her range “devout men from every 
nation under heaven*.” She enfolds Samaria by the agency of Philip the Deacon, and of Peter 
and of John. Christ preaches by Philip in the wilderness of Gaza, and “the Morians’ Land stretches 
out her hands unto God‘.” He passes toward Ashdod, and “ Philistia is glad of Him’.” ‘ Behold 
the Philistines, and they of Tyre with the Morians, lo! there is He born ‘,”—born by the new Birth 
of the Word and Sacraments. By the preaching of Peter He gathers in the Gentiles at Caesarea; by 
the ministry of Paul He plants the Gospel at Antioch ; He encounters the Evil One in various 
forms; of obstinate obduracy in Jewish Synagogues; of Pagan Idolatry at Lystra and Ephesus ; 
of Sorcery, Witchcraft and Divination at Samaria, Paphos, and Philippi; of sceptical Philosophy, 
and intellectual pride at Athens and Corinth; and at length in His triumphant march, as a crown- 
ing consummation of His conquests, and an earnest of universal victory, He plants the Cross in the 
imperial city of the Caesars, the heathen capital of the world, by the hands of him,—who had 
formerly been the fiercest persecutor of the Church, but afterwards was its most zealous champion, 
and courageous confessor and martyr—St. Paul. 

These noble feats of Christian prowess were performed by means of men, but the Doer of them 
all was Christ. And what St. Luke says concerning one great harvest of souls, gathered into 
Christ’s garner, may be said equally of all; ‘‘ The Lorp added to the Church daily such as should 
be saved ’.” 

3. Thus we see in the Acts the continuance and extension of Christ’s working, and we also 
recognize in it a greater manifestation of glory in the manner of His operations. He Himself had 
said, when on earth, “He that believeth on Me, the works that I do shall he do also, and greater 
works than these shall he do, because I go unte my Father’.” That is, when I am ascended into 
heaven, and am seated in glory there, then will I do, by the agency of others—My faithful servants 
—works more marvellous than are done by Me now, in person on earth. 

For example, our Lord when on earth had healed the woman who touched with faith the hem 
of His garment’. But when He had ascended into heaven, He worked miracles on the sick by 
means of the shadow of St. Peter at Jerusalem", and by the handkerchiefs of St. Paul at Ephesus "'; 
and thus He showed that the sphere of His working was enlarged ; and He creates in our hearts a 
blessed assurance, that now, when as Man united for ever to God, He, Who by virtue of His obedience 
to death, has received ‘the Name which is above every name ”,’’ He is ever acting by those visible 
channels of Invisible Grace, His Word and Sacraments, which derive their efficacy from His God- 
head, Incarnation and Passion, and are the means by which the benefits of His Death are bestowed 
for our everlasting life, and are like the skirts of His garments, by which, when touched by Faith, 
He heals the diseases of our souls. 

4, The Acrs of the AposTLEs is a portraiture of the Church; it is an Historical Picture deli- 
neated by the Holy Ghost guiding the hand of the Evangelical Painter St. Luke. It has, as its 
central Figure, Jesus Christ, perfect God and perfect Man, Who died for us on the cross, and raised 
Himeelf from the Dead, and ascended into heaven, and sent the Comforter, and reigns in glory, the 
Head of the Church, and Sovereign of the world, King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He is the 
source of all the life and beauty displayed in this heavenly landscape; and therefore, it will be 
remembered, the Apostles are careful to disclaim for themselves all independent power. ‘“ Ye men 
of Israel, why look ye on #s, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to 
walk? The God of our fathers hath glorified His Son Jesus'*.” Thus they raise the eyes of the 
people from themselves—Christ’s members and ministers on earth—to Christ their Head and King 
acting by them from heaven. 

5. Accordingly, we find that in this History there are certain words continually recurring, 
which remind the reader of this concentration of power in Christ, and derivation of power from 
Him. ’ 

One of these is Kupios, the Lorp. This word is equivalent to the JenovaH of the Old Testa- 
ment, and corresponds to it in the Septuagint Version '‘; and it is observable that in the twenty- 
fourth Psalm—which prophetically describes the event, with which this Book opens, the Ascension 


1 Acta i. 15. 6 Ps, Ixxxvii. 4. 11 Acts xix. 12. 


3 Ib. ii. 41; iv. 4 7 Acts ii. 47. 12 Phil. ii. 9. 
3 Ib. ii. 5. 8 Jobn xiv. 12. 13 Acts iii. 13. 
4 Ps, lxviii. 31. ® Matt. ix. 20. 16 See note below on i. 6. 21, and on xxv. 26. 


$ Ib. lx. & 4° Acts v. 15. 
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of Jesus, and appeals to the Gates of heaven to receive Him, “ Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be 
ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in’,” the Psalmist twice asks, 
“Who is this King of Glory?” and twice it is answered, ‘“‘The Lord, He is the King of Glory'.” 
And the word in the original for Lord is Jehorah, showing that our Jesus is Jehovah. And this word 
is constantly applied to Curisr in the Acts, where it is found nearly a hundred times, and is like a 
sacred keynote of the whole, ever sounding forth His Divine Lordship in the ear of the world. The 
Lord’s working in the Church, the Lord’s household,—this is what the Acts reveals. “O Kuptos év 
7H Kuptaxy,—that is its subject. It is “the Lorp Jzsus,”’ Who is said by St. Peter to have come in 
and gone out among them’*. It is He Who chooses Matthias *; He Who sends the Holy Ghost‘; 
He who adds Believers daily to the Church ‘; He Who works miracles by the hands of His Apostles ‘*. 
To the Lord Jesus, St. Stephen, the first Martyr, looks up and prays at the hour of death’. He 
calls to the persecuting Saul with a voice from heaven*. He sends Ananias to baptize him’. He 
sends Peter to Cornelius "®. He (says St. Peter) is Lord of all”. His Angel delivers Peter from 
prison, and smites Herod on his throne’?. He calls Paul to Macedonia’, and comforts him at 
Jerusalem; and finally the book closes with the triumphant declaration, that Paul preaches, in the 
great heathen capital, Rome, “the things concerning the Lord Jesus, with all confidence, no man 
forbidding him "*.”’ 

Thus the mind is elevated from earth to heaven, and from the acts of the envoys and ambas- 
sadors, to the majesty and glory of their Lord and King, sitting on His heavenly throne. 

6. This process of exaltation is also performed by another word, recurring in this history and 
drawing the heart upward to Christ. 

That word is ovpavds, HEAVEN. The inner scene of the book is Heaven. It begins with 
Christ’s Ascension into heaven. The Apostles gaze upward to heaven, and a heavenly messenger 
comes and announces to them that Jesus is received into heaven; and will come again in like 
manner in glory from heaven"*. On the day of Pentecost there comes a sound from heaven, as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and declares the source whence the Holy Spirit proceeds’. St. Stephen, in 
the hour of death, being full of the Holy Ghost, “looks stedfastly up to heaven, and sees the glory 
of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,” and says, “‘ Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God.” As Saul journeys and comes 
near to Damascus, “suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven; and he fell to the 
earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me? And he said, 
Who art Thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus Whom thou persecutest'*.”” Peter, when in 
a trance at Joppa, saw heaven opened, and the vessel descending, representing the Church Universal, 
extending to all corners of the earth, into which all nations were to be received; and this vessel 
let down from heaven, is drawn up again into heaven. Thus it was declared, that the hand by 
which the Church Universal is ordered, maintained, and extended, is the hand of Christ in heaven. 
“In His hand are all the corners of the earth ";” and whatever is effected by the ministry of men 
for the advancement of His kingdom on earth, is done by the power of Him, Who sitteth on the 
throne of heaven. 


ITI. This view of the design of St. Luke in writing the Acta of the Apostles, supplies a solu- 
tion of the difficulties which, as has been noticed at the commencement of this Introduction, have 
been raised with respect to it ; 

1. It accounts for its Title. 

In all probability that Title was given by the Author himself. Certainly it is very ancient ™ ; 
and the book was never known by any other name. 


1 Ps. xxiv. 7, 8. 10. 12 Acts xii. 7. 23. operatus est Deus plurima Evangelii ostendi per Lucam, quibus 
2 Acts i. 2). 18 Jb. xvi. 10. necesse habuerint omnes ati, ut sequenti testificatione ejus quam 
3 Ib. i. 24. 16 Ib. xxiii. 31. habet de Actibus et Doctrind Apostolorum omnes sequentes et 
‘ Tb. ij. 33—35. 1S Tb, xxviii. 31 regulam veritatis inadulteratam habentes salvari possint.’’ And 
8 Ib. ii. 47. 16 Ib. i. 9—11 Clemens Alexandrin. Adumbrat. in 1 Pet. Epist.: “ Sicut Lucas 
6 Ib. iii. 6; iv. 10. 17 Tb. ii. 2. uoque et Actus Apostolorum stylo executus.” And Tertullian 
7 Ib. vii. 59, 60. 18 Tb. vii. 55, 56. passim, e.g. de preescr. heret. 22, adv. Marcion. v. 2, and de 
® Ib. ix. 5. 19 Ib. ix, 3—5. Baptismo, 10) refers to this book, under the title Acta Apostolo- 
9 Ib. ix. 10. 20 Ib. x. }1—16, and xi. 5—10. rum, and calls it Commentarium Luce, De jejun. 10. And 
10 Ib. x. 4. 14. 31 Ps. xcv. 4. Origen (ad Cels. vi. 12): as 5 Aouxas dy rais xpdteow tar dwo- 
1) Ib. x. 36. ordrov typaver, and Epist. ad African. § 9. So Eusebius, ii. 17 ; 


22 Thus the ancient Canon Muratorianus says, “ Acta omniam 
Apostolorum sub uno libro scripta, sunt (gw. sanctus) Lucas op- 
timé Theophilo comprehendit ; quia sub presentif ejus singulse 
gerebantur.”” And Jrenaws, iii. 15: ‘‘ Fortassis et propter hoc 


ili. 4. Cyril. Hierosol., Cat. iv. Epiphan., Heres. 1, p. 941, 
enumerates ras xpdteis tay dwoordédwy in the Canon of the N. T. 

It is observable that 8. Hilary (in Matt. xiv.) refers to this 
book thus, “sicut libro Praxeos (qu. Praxeon 7) continetur,” 
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But we must understand what that Title means; and its meaning is to be sought in the sense 
of the words rparrw and 7péafis, as distinguished from the words 7ro and zroinais. 

Christ is said trovety, e. g. in the first words of this book’, Jesus began fo do*, and in numerous 
other places of Scripture; but He is never said wpdrrew; and His agency is never described by the 
word wpafis. This book therefore describes what Christ, the Invisible Head of the Church, zrozei, 
i, e. does, or makes, by the visible instrumentality and operations, the rpd£eis, or actings, of Apostles, 
who are His chief Ministers; and in whose apostolic office is contained and summed up the subordi- 
nate agency of the Priesthood and Diaconate. 

The title of the book is * wrpafews “Arroorodwy, “ Actings of Apostles ;” and to of the Apostles, 
Peter and Paul, are selected as specimens of the rest; and certain acts of theirs are chosen as speci- 
mens of their operations. The one, Peter, was called by Christ on earth; the other, Paul, was 
called by Christ from heaven. The one, Peter, had denied Christ; the other, Paul, had persecuted 
Christ. The one was an unlettered fisherman of Galilee; the other a learned Pharisee, brought up 
at Jerusalem. Therefore, in the choice of Peter and Paul, as special instruments of Christ in pro- 
pagating the Gospel, His power is signally glorified. The acts of those two Apostles are like 
patterns of what Christ wrought by all the Apostles, whether on earth or from heaven. And what 
this book records of some of Christ’s works, wrought by these two Apostles, enables us to infer 
what else He did by their instrumentality, and by that of the other Apostles whose acts are not 
described. 

2. Hence also we perceive the reason why some of the main incidents in the history of Peter 
and Paul,—for example, their last sufferings and glorious martyrdom, are not recorded in this book. 
Some excellent persons, indeed, have deplored this‘: some have therefore complained of omissions, 
or defects in the history. But no; St. Luke remained with St. Paul in his last days, as St. Paul 
himself has testified in his last written Epistle, “only Luke is with me‘;’’ but he has not said any 
thing of them. And with good reason. An uninspired writer would have dealt differently with his 
subject. Whatever else he left untold in the history of the Apostles, he would certainly have 
described their deaths. But St. Luke was guided by the Holy Ghost, not merely in writing what an 
uninspired man could not write, but also in not writing what an uninspired person would have been 
eager to write. There is inspiration in his silence. His silence, with regard to the Apostles, is full 
of eloquence with regard to Christ. Neither Paul nor Peter are the heroes of the Acts; but Christ 
is all in all. And by the subordination of the human instruments, the Divine Agent is glorified ; 
by the “‘ omissions and defects,” as they are called, in the history of the Acts of the Apostles, he 
reminds us, that even the greatest of men are nothing; that even a Paul is nothing, and a Peter is 
nothing, but only “ ministers of Christ °.” 

3. Here then we see a divine protest against that morbid curiosity of modern times, which 
craves to gratify the appetite by graphic sketches and vivid pictures of minute personal details in 
the history of the Apostles; and in order to provide food for that unwholesome craving, strains its 
inventive ingenuity, and bedizens the venerable forms of the Apostles with legendary shreds and 
tinsel embellishments. The Holy Spirit in this divine book condemns such meddling inquisitiveness, 
and busy familiarity and irreverence. He subordinates every thing in the private history of the 
Holy Apostles to the public dignity of the Apostolic office. He does not sink the Apostle in the 
man, but transfigures the man into the Apostle’. He tells us nothing of their personal appearance, 
nothing of the day or year of their birth, or of their death; nothing of their parents or children. 
He has not informed us whether St. Paul was ever married, or no. Thus he takes them out of the 
category of common men, and encircles their heads with a halo of sanctity ; they are Christ’s chosen 
vessels and instruments, consecrated as such ; that is their history. He raises our eyes from them to 
Him: they by whom He wrought were men, but He who worked by them is God; and the sparkles 
of their light are drowned in the abyss of His Glory. 








But he may have used a MS. like Codex D with the title wpafis, 
in the singular. 

The composition of Apocryphel “ Acts” of Apostles and 
apostolic men (of which an Edition has been published by Tisch- 
endorf), proves the prior existence of a genuine “‘ Acts,”’ and the 
Christian Church knows of no other than the work of St. Luke 
bearing that inscription. 

1 Acta i. 1. 

2 Cp. John ii. 11. 22; iv. 29. 46; v. 11. 36; vi. 14; vii. SI; 
ix. 16; x. 25. 37; xi. 45, 46, and passim xx. 30; xxi. 25. 

% Without the definite article af before wpdée:s, and perhaps, 
also, without ra» before droordAwy. The MSS. A, E, G, H 


have xpafes trav Gylw» drooréAwy as the title; D has xpatis 
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Bornemann, and Alford have adopted xpdfes &roordéAw in their 
editions. 

‘ As Dr. Burton, who says, p. 262, “It is much to be la- 
mented that St. Luke did not continue the Acts of the Apostles 
beyond the arrival of St. Paul at Rome.” 

5 2 Tim. iv. 11. 

© 1 Cor. iii. 5. 

? Cp. further note below, on 2 Cor. xii. 7, on St. Paul's thorn 
in the flesh. 
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IV. The plan then of this divine book, is to reveal to us Christ sitting in heaven ; not like one 
of the deities of the heathen world, indifferent to human affairs, or controlled by a fatal destiny ; or 
sharing His power with rival deities; but enthroned King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and ever 
ruling all things by His word, for the advancement of His Gospel, and the establishment of His 
kingdom, till at length He will put all things under His feet, and God will be all in all. 

Here is a magnificent subject, not unworthy the pen of the Holy Ghost. 

The Acts of the Apostles, thus viewed, is a divine Epinicium, or Song of Victory, on the 
triumphant exaltation of Christ. It is an Evangelical fulfilment of those prophetic Psalms which 
celebrate His Victory; ‘Thou art gone up on high, Thou hast led captivity captive’.” ‘“ Gird 
Thee with Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O Thou most mighty.” ‘Ride on, because of the word of 
truth, of meekness, and righteousness. Thy seat, O God, endureth for ever?.”’ 

In regard also to Christ’s tender love for the Church, His Bride, it may be called a sacred 
Epithalamium, a holy nuptial hymn, in which is celebrated His tenderness for her, whom He has 
* purchased with His own blood ’,”’ and has delivered from heathen bondage, and has brought near 
to Himself, and advanced to His own right hand, and made her partner of His Glory. Here, in 
this divine book, which describes the espousals of the Gentile Church to Christ, we may behold the 
prophetical picture displayed to the eye of the world in the fulness of historical truth : “ Upon Thy 
right hand did stand the Queen in a vesture of gold wrought about with divers colours. Hearken, 
O daughter, and consider ; incline thine ear: forget also thine own people and thy father’s house. 
So shall the King have pleasure in thy beauty, for He is thy Lord God, and worship thou Him ‘*.” 

Hence we may derive the assurance that “no weapon formed against her shall prosper °.”’ 
The Powers of this world may persecute and oppress her, the Spirits of Darkness may be leaguel 
against her, but He who ascended into heaven, and reigns in Majesty on high, works in her, and by 
her. ‘“ He is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed; He shall help her, and that 
right early. He is her hope and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will we not 
fear, though the earth be moved, and the hills be carried into the midst of the sea; though the 
waters thereof rage and swell, and the mountains shake at the tempest of the same ; the rivers of 
the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God. The Lord of Hosts is with us; the God of Jacob 


is our refuge °.”” 


V. This then is the proposition, submitted to the reader’s consideration ;— 

That the design of the writer of the Acts of the Apostles is, to reveal Jesus Christ in Glory, 
ordering and disposing all things, by the agency and teaching of men, particularly His Apostles, 
for the advancement of His Kingdom upon Earth, and for the full and final triumph of His holy 
Name and Word. 

We may now proceed to test the soundness of this proposition, by reference to evidences derived 
from the state of the World when the Book was written, and also from the Book itself. 

Jesus Christ is Lord of all’. His enthronement in glory is the culminating point to which His 
earthly ministry tends. His session there, by its very name implies permanence. There He reigns 
and will continue to reign, even to the end, as King. There He teaches, and will continue to teach, 
as our Prophet. There He, who as our Priest offered Himself on the Cross, and lifted up His hands 
on His Apostles, and blessed them, and was parted from them *, and ascended into Heaven, and 
entered into the true Holy of Holies, on that great Day of Atonement; there He abideth still, a 
Priest for ever® ; there He ever liveth, to make intercession for us ’’. 


Such, then, being the majesty of Christ, and such His offices to mankind, it may reasonably be 
anticipated 

1. That the circumstances of the world would be adjusted @ priori, by providential preparations 
and pre-arrangements for the display of such a glorious consummation. And, that @ posteriori 
Christ would manifest His divine Power, by applying actually, what He had contrived provisionally, 
for the extension of His kingdom on Earth. And, | 

2. That He would also display His sovereignty by over-ruling adverse Powers, and by making 
them subservient to the promotion of His own glory. And that, if the Acts of the Apostles was 
written, as we have affirmed it was, with the view of revealing Christ’s working and teaching, by 


1 Pg. Ixviii. 18. 5 Tsa. liv. 17. 8 Luke xxiv. 51. 
2 Ib. xlv. 4—7. Cp. Ps. ii. 6—9; cx. 1—5. 6 Ps. xlvi. ° Ps. cx. 4. 
3 Acts xx. 28. ? Acts x. 36. 10 Heb. vii. 25. 


4 Ps, xlv. L1O—12. 
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the agency of His Apostles, for the advancement of His Kingdom upon Earth, it would exhibit 
evidence of such antecedent arrangements, and of such subsequent application, and of such over- 
ruling control. Ina word, many things would be seen in it to have been made @ priori to converge 
to Christ’s Session in Glory, and @ posteriori to radiate from it. 


1. First, then, as to the evidence, displayed in the Acts, of previous providential arrangements 
for the furtherance of Christianity; and of Christ’s power in applying those arrangements, and in 
over-ruling obstacles, for the extension of His Kingdom ; 


In contemplating the social and religious phenomena of the world at the time of Christ’s 
Ascension, we see the Jews dispersed for their sins; and, though, for the sake of commerce, dwelling 
in all the great cities of the earth, yet not intermingled and blended with the population of any. 
We see them distinguished every where by certain characteristics; by the sanctification of a certain 
day, the Sabbath ; by weekly religious assemblies on that day, in certain public buildings, their 
Synagogues; by regular reading there of certain Books ;—the Law and the Prophets. We see 
those Books, not like the mystic volumes of other Religions, concealed from public view, but diffused 
by copies of the Original, and by Translations from it, in every country under heaven. 

We see this People, although thus scattered, “ like chaff of the summer threshing-floor',” in all 
parts of the world, yet knit together by a strong and secret tie. We see them bound to a common 
centre, Jerusalem, by the triple cord of their Annual Festivals. We see them attracted to it year 
after year, by a silent centripetal force, and joined together in the City and Temple there. We see 
that City and Temple surviving after many national revolutions. It had been razed to the ground 
by Nebuchadnezzar ; it had been profaned and made desolate by Antiochus Epiphanes ; it had been 
dismantled by Ptolemy the First, it had been captured by Pompey, and plundered by Crassus ; and 
ransacked by Cassius’. But still, as if it had been a living thing endued with perpetual youth, the 
Temple of Jerusalem, at the time of the Ascension, shone in magnificence and splendour, unparalleled 
since the age of Solomon. And yet, forty years after the Ascension, this bond of national union was 
severed. All that complex machinery of national organization, which had been so providentially 
contrived, and so wonderfully protected, was dissolved ; the Temple was levelled to the dust, and has 
never risen more. 

Surely we may say, that the Temple of Jerusalem, with its sacred Ritual, had been preserved 
by Almighty God for some great purpose; and that ¢hat great purpose had been answered, and that 
the uses of the Temple and its ceremonial were exhausted, when it was destroyed. 

What was the final cause of this providential arrangement, and of this divine dispensation ? 

The answer is found in the Acts of the Apostles. We see it there, and in there alone. The 
Day of Pentecost explains it. There Christ is revealed, sitting on His heavenly throne, sending the 
Gift of the Holy Ghost, which He had received in virtue of His obedience and for the manifestation 
of His Glory*. ‘“ The Lord gave the Word, great was the company of the Preachers ‘.” We see Him 
preaching by His Apostles, to crowds of devout men, who had thronged to that Festival from every 
nation under heaven. He it is, Who has brought by His providential power the multitudinous 
waters of these confluent nations to Jerusalem. He it is, Who by the preaching of His Apostles, 
inspired by the Holy Ghost, spiritualizes those national streams, by the infusion of the living waters 
of the Gospel, outpoured from the wellspring of His love, and sends them back on their homeward- 
ebbing course, to irrigate and fertilize the world. 

Proceeding further in the history we may observe, that the first miracle of healing which Christ 

wrought by the hands of His Apostles, was done in a public place, at a public time; it was done in 
the city of Jerusalem, at “the Beautiful Gate of the Temple,” and “ at the hour of prayer’ ;” and 
the people flocked to the Apostles, who preached Christ, as the sole author of the misacle; “in 
Solomon’s Porch*.”” Thus the Temple, its Gates, its Porches, its Hours of Prayer, as well as its 
Annual Festivals, were preparatory and ministerial to the manifestation of Christ’s Glory after His 
Ascension, and were used by Him for that end. 

If we follow the Apostles from Jerusalem, and trace them in their Missionary Journeys, we see 
indications of similar preparations in all parts of the world. ‘Other men had laboured, and they 
enter into their labours’. Many centuries before, Christ had sent Moses and the Prophets, to be 


! Dan. ii. 35. * Ps. Ixviii. 11. ® Acts iii. 11, 12. 16. Cp. iv. 10. 
3 Cp. Dean Jackson on the Creed, i. pp. 128. 136. 138. § Acts iii. 1—6. 7 John iv. 38. 
* Acts ii, 33. 36. 
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the Precursors of His Apostles. Go wherever they might, they heard the “ voices of Moses and the 
Prophets read in the Synagogues every Sabbath Day’.” The fallow ground of the world had been 
broken up by that preparatory tillage, and had been ploughed into deep furrows for the reception of 
the seed of the Gospel. 

The doctrine of Levitical Sacrifices, rightly understood, prepared the way for Evangelical 
Sacraments. The Jewish Sabbath died, and arose to life in new glory and beauty in the Lord’s 
Day. The Synagogue was the Vestibule of the Church. The Pentateuch and the Prophets were 
matured into ripeness in the Gospel. 

Again ; even heathenism itself had been silently leavened by the diffusion of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. Their venerable antiquity, their noble simplicity, their pure morality, had won for 
them the affections of many wise and noble minds, which were wearied and disgusted with the 
jarring contradictions and the licentious profligacy of Paganism, and recognized in the religion of 
the Old Testament, a divine echo responsive to the voices of Nature, Reason, and Conscience, speak- 
ing in their own hearts. | 

The Acts of the Apostles presents us with examples of this class in the Roman centurion 
Cornelius at Cresarea, and in Sergius Paulus, the proconsul of Cyprus. 

Besides, under the Providence of God the military successes of the Third Monarchy—the Mace- 
donian—and after it those of the Fourth Monarchy—the Roman—had broken down the foundations 
of local reverence for national deities *, and had cleared the ground for the planting of a purer faith. 
The deities which presided as patrons over special cities and districts, had been made to pass under 
the yoke of Rome; they had not been able to defend their own cities against the arms of the con- 
querors, and so their credit was weakened, especially among the enlightened classes, who were thus 
prepared to receive Christianity. We may observe a remarkable instance of this in the friendship 
and protection proffered by the Asiarchs themselves, the Presidents of the Games of “the Great 
Goddess Diana,” to St. Paul the Apostle, at Ephesus’. 

These two causes,—namely, the diffusion of the Hebrew Scriptures, and the decomposition of 
Paganism,—had tended to produce a class of persons in all parts of the world, who may be called 
the Seminary of the Gentile Church. These were the Proselytes—not the Proselytes of righteous- 
ness, but of the Gate—who are designated in the Acts of the Apostles as of ceBopuevot, oi poBov- 
pevos tov Geov*. Tired of Polytheism, and yet unwilling to bend their necks under the yoke of 
the Ceremonial Law, they received with joy the tidings of the Gospel; they recognized in Chris- 
tianity a religion which satisfied the wants of their nature, the requirements of their reason, and 
the yearnings of their hearts, without impairing any of the reverence with which they had learnt to 
regard the God of the Old Testament ; but rather, and much more, enlarging and spiritualizing the 
ideas they had already conceived of His merciful purposes and glorious attributes. Here, therefore, 
in the Gospel, they found a treasure of unspeakable price; here they might well exclaim, evjpyxa- 
pev, cuyyaipwpev, “We have found it, let us rejoice together.” 

The Apostles, as the history of the Acts shows, met with this class of Proselytes in their 
missionary journeys every where. And in it they found, as it were, a bridge already laid down for 
the victorious passage and entrance of the Gospel into every city of the world. 

The conquests of the Third Empire—that of the Greek dynasty of Alexander the Great—had 
extended a common language, the Greek, over the greater part of Europe and Asia. And by the 
royal command of one of the Princes of that empire*, the Hebrew Scriptures, in part, had been 
translated into that language. That translation, the Septuagint, had been executed by Jews, and had 
been received in their Synagogues. It was their Authorized Version ; and therefore the Jews could 
not fairly make any exception to it®; and thus a preparation had been made for the preaching and 
writing of the Gospel in that common tongue. 

The Third Empire had given great impulse and encouragement to commerce and navigation ; 
it had built gallant fleets, and constructed noble docks, emporiums, arsenals, and seaports in various 
parts of the world. Thus it facilitated the intercommunion of nations, and prepared the way for the 
diffusion of the Gospel which would unite them all in Christ. 

If the dynasties founded by the successors of Alexander the Great, and branching off from his 
Monarchy, had taken deep root in the world, as independent and separate kingdoms, then the pro- 


\ Acts xv. 21 and xiii. 27. 4 Acts xiii. 43. 50; xvi. 14; xvii. 4.17; xviii. 7. 
3 Cp. Bp. Pearson’s lately recovered Concio iii., in his Minor § Ptolemy Philadelphus, king of Egypt, about s.c. 280. 
Works, edited by Churton, ii. 35, 6 Tertullian, Apolog. 18, ‘‘ Judi palam lectitant.’ 
3 Acts xix. 30, 31. 
Vor. I.—Parr II. Cc 


10 INTRODUCTION TO 


gress of Christianity would have been impeded by many hindrances; but providentially they were 
made to coalesce under the Roman or Fourth Empire. 

The Third or Greek Monarchy had prepared the way for the Gospel by sea, the Fourth 
Monarchy accelerated its course by land. The warlike power of Rome constructed Roads, which 
linked all parts of the vast empire to the capital. These military Roads of her Legions became 
highways for the Gospel. The martial Mistress of the world was a Pioneer of the Prince of Peace. 
Rome stratified Europe, and the Apostles evangelized it by her aid. 

The Acts of the Apostles supplies evidence here. We may trace the Apostle St. Paul on his 
first entrance into Europe along the Egnatian Way—from Philippi to Amphipolis, Apollonia, and 
Thessalonica'. And it is worthy of remark, that the glorious event, which crowns the history of 
the Acts, and which is the pledge of the future conquests of Christianity,—namely, the arrival of 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles in the heathen Metropolis of the world, Rome, in order to preach 
the Gospel there, and to bear witness to Christ before the throne of the Caesars, was brought about 
by the agency of Ships of the Third Empire, and by Roads of the Fourth. St. Paul sailed towards 
Rome in two vessels of Alexandria’, and arrived at Rome by the Queen of roads, the Appian Way. 
And perhaps the Sacred Historian has noted the heathen name of one of those ships’, and has 
specified two itinerary stations on that great military road ‘,—things trivial it might seem, if any 
thing in Scripture can be so called,—with a view of suggesting to the reader a thankful acknow- 
ledgment, that the commercial and maritime activity and skill, and warlike prowess of heathenism, 
its engineering labours and locomotive powers, had been made subservient to Christ, and had been 
consecrated by Him, to the furtherance of His Gospel. 

Such then are some of the intimations, which the Acts of the Apostles affords, of the previous 
preparations of the world for the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom, and of the actual application of 
those preparations for that end. 

2. But further. This History displays Christ in Glory, exercising His power, not only in using 
the machinery which He Himself had contrived for that purpose, but also in controlling and over- 
ruling all adverse powers, and manifesting His glory by the conversion of those powers into instru- 
ments for the propagation of the Gospel. 

Here in a signal manner it displays the divine supremacy and universal sovereignty of Christ. 

A few examples may sufiice. 

At the commencement of the Acts, we see the Gospel assailed by the Chief Priests at Jeru- 
salem, especially by the Sect of the Sadducees®. They imprison Peter and John, and bring them 
before the Council. Thus the Apostles are brought forward to preach before the Sanhedrim the 
doctrine of the Resurrection, by the agency of the Sadducees who denied it. The Sadducees 
imprison the Apostles again °, but the Angel of the Lord by night opens the prison doors. Thus 
Christ overrules the designs of the Sadducees, who denied the existence of Angels, and makes the 
Sadducees themselves to be the means of showing to the world, that His Angels are ministering 
Spirits encamping about His Church. 

The seven Deacons are appointed, and the fury of Jewish persecution rages against Stephen, 
and evokes from his mouth that noble speech, spoken before the Jewish Sanhedrim, and containing 
the very pith and marrow of all true interpretation of Jewish History, and declaring that its sum 
and substance is Jesus Christ. It elicits from his lips an appeal to Jesus, standing at the right 
hand of God, and a prayer to Him as God, “ Lord Jesus, receive my spirit ;” and to pardon those 
who stoned him, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge’.” Thus, under the power of Christ, the 
malice of the Jews became the means of proving, that He, Whom they had crucified, Who is the 
faithful Witness, the First-begotten of the Dead", the divine Proto-Martyr, the true Abel, Jesus 
Christ, now reigning in heaven, is the source of all the courage which animates the hearts of 
martyrs in their dying hour; that He is the fountain of all the Faith which illumines their inward 
eye, and of all the Hope which gives them a foretaste of bliss; and of all the Charity which makes 
them love and bless their persecutors, and enables them to be more than conquerors in death, over 
it, and by it, and makes death itself to be their birth to everlasting life. 

The “persecution which arose about Stephen” scattered the disciples; but the disciples, being 
scattered by persecution, went every where “scattering the seed of the word’.” Thus Persecution 
promoted Preaching: the spirit of St. Stephen revived in St. Philip, and carried the Gospel to 
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Samaria, to Azotus, to Cassarea. The more Persecution raged, the more Preaching prevailed. Saul 
is hastening from Damascus with a commission from the Chief Priests, to bind the Disciples there ; 
he draws near to the gate of the City, and is eager to seize on his prey; but Jesus on His heavenly 
throne beholds him and checks him in his course, and dashes him to the ground, and blinds him 
with a light from heaven, and speaks to him with a voice of power, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou Me?” Saul the Persecutor became Paul the Preacher. The same Jesus, who when on earth 
had called simple fishermen from their nets at the Sea of Galilee, and made them to be His Apostles, 
manifested His power from heaven, by calling the learned Pharisee, breathing rage and slaughter, 
and making havoc of the Church, and bearing letters from the Jewish Sanhedrim empowering him 
to imprison the Christians of Damascus; and He sends him as His Apostle to the Gentiles, and 
enables him by the Holy Ghost to indite divine Epistles, for the comfort and edification of His 
Church in all ages of the world. 

Saul, who had been the instrument of the Sanhedrim in persecuting Christ, is now persecuted 
by the Sanhedrim for Christ’s sake. But the same divine power of Jesus, which had overruled his 
rage against the Church, and had converted it into an instrument for advancing His kingdom, now 
overrules the rage of the Jews against Paul, for the same end. They arrest him in the Temple at 
Jerusalem ', but that arrest is made an occasion for the spread of the Gospel. It leads to the 
preaching of that Gospel at Jerusalem by the mouth of St. Paul—the former Pharisee, the pupil of 
Gamaliel, the once zealous persecutor—first to the people in the Area of the Temple’, and then, on 
the following day, to the assembled Sanhedrim’. The Jews, in their fury against him, lie in wait 
to destroy him‘; but the more fiercely they rage, the more gloriously Christ triumphs. He uses 
their conspiracy against Paul as the occasion for bringing him to Cesarea, the Roman capital of 
Palestine, in order that he may preach the Gospel there, first to Felix the Roman Governor, and his 
wife Drusilla, and next to Porcius Festus, his successor, and to Agrippa, the Jewish King, and 
Bernice his sister, and to the Chief Captains and principal men of the city®. And, finally, it is 
made to conduce to that glorious consummation, which Christ had promised *, and Paul ardently 
desired’, namely, the mission of St. Paul to Rome, and the preaching of the Gospel by his mouth 
in the heathen Metropolis of the world. ‘I would therefore that ye should understand, brethren ” 
—he himeelf declares,—“ that the things which happened unto me,” although they were contrived 
by the malice of the Tempter, “fell out for the furtherance of the Gospel °.” 

One more example of this kind. ‘Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of 
the Church’;” he kills one Apostle, St. James, and imprisons another, St. Peter. In the eye of 
- the world, he seems to be triumphing over Christ. But what has he done? He has sounded an 
alarm which has called the Church to her proper arms, prayer, unceasing prayer'’. Thus Herod 
has taught Christendom where her strength lies. The prayer of the faithful brings down Angels 
from heaven, who deliver Peter from his chains, and smite Herod on his throne; and “the Word 
of the Lord grows and is multiplied.” And the Church, like another Miriam, takes up her timbrel 
and says, “‘ Sing ye to the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath He 
thrown into the sea '’.” 

Let us consider also the infernal affairs of the Church. Temporary evils nascent therein are over- 
ruled into means of endless good. A murmuring arose of the Grecians against the Hebrews in the 
primitive Church’. It is made an occasion for the growth of the Word "’, and for the extension of 
the Church, by the completion of the Christian ministry in the institution of the Diaconate. Thus 
a local and transitory evil was changed into a source of universal and perpetual good. 

Again, a question is agitated concerning the necessity of circumcision for the Gentile Chris- 
tians, and no small dissension and disputation prevails’. Therefore it was resolved that Paul and 
Barnabas should go up to Jerusalem unto the Apostles and Elders about this question’. The 
Apostles and Elders meet in Council at Jerusalem, they frame and promulgate a decree, and the 
question is settled'*. Thus the dispute was made to be a source of peace by which disputes are 
ended. It was made to supply a precedent and rule for the practice of the Church in all ages, and 
to establish a principle of universal application,—that for the settlement of controversies, whether 
concerning doctrine or discipline, and for the quieting of men’s minds, and the appeasing of strife, 
resort should be had, not to any one man in the Church, not to Peter, not to the Bishop of Rome, 
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but to the Holy Ghost Himself, speaking in Councils and Convocations of the Church, praying for 
His guidance, and building their decrees upon His Word’. 

Let us observe further how this history shows, that the direct agency of the Evil Spirit is 
made subservient to the cause of Christ. Satan filled the heart of Ananias to lie to the Holy Ghost, 
and to keep back part of the money that had been vowed to God. He who was the instrument of 
Satan is smitten in his sin; and is made to preach to the world a perpetual warning against the sin 
of Sacrilege ’. 

Satan met Peter at Samaria, and offered him money for spiritual gifts by the hand of Simon 
Magus. ‘Thy money perish with thee,” was the Apostle’s reply®. Thus the bribe of the Tempter 
supplied occasion also for a perpetual warning against the sin of Simony. 

Satan encountered Paul at Paphos, and endeavoured to turn away the Deputy from the faith by 
the sorceries of Elymas. But, “O full of all subtlety, thou child of the devil,” exclaims the Apostle, 
and Elymas is smitten with blindness, and Satan is defeated, and Christ is glorified *. Satan met 
the Apostle in the streets of Philippi, and flattered him by the mouth of her whom he had possessed °. 
But his adulations are rejected, and he is cast out, and the Gentile world is taught that the Spirit 
with which they dealt so familiarly in Divination and Oracles, is the Spirit of Darkness. In the 
city of Ephesus, the stronghold of magic and witchcraft, Satan owns the power of Jesus working 
by those whom He calls and sends ; “Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but who are ye) *p” And by 
overcoming and routing those who took upon them to usurp the name of Jesus, wi without being duly 
called and sent, Satan is made to proclaim the sin of those who presume to preach the Word, and to 
minister the Sacraments of Christ, without a call and mission from Him. 

The same may be said of physical evils: they were overruled by Christ for the good of the 
Church. Agabus stood up, and signified by the Spirit that there should be a great Dearth through- 
out all the world’. This pre-announcement awakens the love of the believers at Antioch, and they 
forestall the Famine by charitable supplies to the poor Saints of Jerusalem*®. Thus Famines are 
made to be fruitful in Christian graces, flourishing unto life eternal. 

Again; a storm raged for many days in the Mediterranean Sea against the ship in which St. 
Paul was; it was made the occasion for the manifestation of the quiet calm, and placid peace in the 
heart of St. Paul, who cheers the courage of Roman Soldiers, and Grecian Mariners, with comfort and 
hope derived from the Holy Ghost ®. It suggests the cheering assurance that all the tempests which 
the Enemies of the Church are permitted to excite against her will be overruled by the power of 
Christ for her welfare; and that “ the rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God '’.” 
St. Paul landed at Malta, a viper fixes on his hand, and shows him to be sent from God”. No- 
deadly thing will hurt the servants of God. 


On the whole, then, we see that the Acts of the Apostles displays evidence of a well-organized 
system of preparations, extending like a complex net-work over a great part of the world, and 
continued through many centuries, for the manifestation of the Glory of Christ in the progress of 
His Gospel. This History shows, that when He had ascended into Heaven, and was seated in Glory 
at God’s right hand, He used these previous adjustments, as means and appliances for the advance- 
ment of His kingdom. It shows also that He, enthroned in heavenly glory, overruled the workings 
of Satan against His Church, whether in external assault or internal discord, and made them sub- 
‘servient to His glory and her welfare. It traces her progress under His favour and protection, from 
the upper room at Jerusalem, till “ the little one became a thousand, and a small one a strong nation '.” 
“‘ Her brook became a river, and her river became a sea’,” and the waters replenished the earth. 

This History reveals to us Christ, not intervening immediately to subdue His enemies, but 
giving them time for repentance; and, if they will not repent, casting them down to the ground, 
when they are full of confidence, as Saul was smitten at the gates of Damascus, and Herod when 
sitting on his throne; and delivering His Church from her foes, when she seems to be on the brink 
of destruction. Then He rescues “her soul as a bird out of the snare of the fowler’*;” “when the 
enemy comes in like a flood, then the Spirit of the Lord lifts up a standard against him’’.” 

Regarded in this light, this divine Book is a blessed possession for the Church in every time of 
her pilgrimage through this vale of tears. In it Christ sends the Holy Ghost the Comforter, to 
breathe hope and trust and peace and courage and joy into her heart. Jesus Christ is the same 
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yesterday, and to-day, and for ever’. He, who eighteen centuries ago ascended on the clouds of 
heaven, and took His seat on the right hand of the Majesty on High, He ever sitteth there, Ruler 
and Lord of all. He continues, and ever will continue, to exercise the same power which this Book 
reveals, for the manifestation of His own glory, in the advancement of His Kingdom, even till the 
day of Judgment, when finally, and for ever, He will put all enemies under His feet. 

Therefore this Book may be called an Epitome of History, especially of Church History. In it 
we see the Laws, by which Christ, who is the Sovereign Lord of the World and of the Church, and 
who is unchangeable, works: in it we see what He has done, and from it we may infer what He 
will continue to do, even to the end. Thus this Divine History, if we may so speak, is also a Divine 
Prophecy ; it projects its shadow forward from the day of the Ascension even to the day of doom. 
It is a divine message of comfort to every true Christian, in times of private and public sorrow. 
Reading its sacred pages with such assurances as these, we may feel a holy confidence, that all perse- 
cutions from without, and all perils from within the Church, will be overruled by the power of Christ, 
and be made ministerial to the triumph of His Gospel ; that the gates of Hell will never prevail against 
His Church ; that the fierceness of man will turn to the praise of God’; and that all the weapons of 
the enemy will recoil against those who wield them, and be made instrumental for the promotion 
of Christ’s Glory, and for the salvation of those who obey Him. 

Thus the Acts of the Apostles is a precious gift from heaven ; it is the Magna Charta of Kings 
who would reign well and prosperously, and be crowned hereafter by Christ; it is a Manual for 
Christian Statesmen in their glorious conflicts in public life for Christ and His Church. It is a 
pastoral for Christian Bishops feeding Christ’s Flock, and teaching others to feed it; it is a guide 
of the Parish-Priest in the cure of Souls, and in dispensing God’s Word and Sacraments; it is a 
Martyrology for the Christian Confessor; it is an Itinerary for the Christian Missionary, in his 
voyages and journeys to plant the Gospel in distant lands; it is a companion and comforter for 
every believer, in the troubles of life and in the hour of death. 

_ With this divine Book in our hands, though our lot may be cast in days of doubt and darkness, 
and even of rebuke and blasphemy, we need not faint and falter. The nearer Satan is, the nearer 
Christ is; the more fiercely Satan rages, the more gloriously will Christ conquer. As an ancient 
Father said, éyyis payaipas, éyyis Qeod perafv Onpiwv, werafu Qcod’, “ When near the sword, we 
are near to God; when in the midst of wild beasts, we are in the hand of God.” 

We may apply these considerations to present circumstances. 

In the world as it now is we see many resemblances to its condition when the Gospel was first 
preached. The Jews still remain scattered among all nations, and intermingling with none; 
witnesses and keepers of the Old Testament which their Fathers received; and a standing evidence, 
by the fulfilment of Christ’s prophecies concerning them, of the truth of the New Testament, which 
they reject. 

We may also say that what the Empire of Rome was, by the vast extent of her territory in the 
first century, that the Empire of Eng/and is in the nineteenth. One seventh part of the inhabitants 
of the globe are subjects of the British Crown. The voice of the English Bible and the English 
Liturgy is heard in almost all lands. 

What the language of Greece was by its wide diffusion in the first century, that the language 
of England is now. And what the Septuagint Version of the Old Testament was then, that our 
AUTHORIZED VERSION of the Bible is now. 

It is not, indeed, a faultless Version ; nor was the Septuagint. It might be improved in some 
particulars by means of those critical aids which Almighty God has vouchsafed to us since its first 
publication, nearly two centuries and a half ago. But in all essential articles of saving Christian 
doctrine it is a sure guide to heaven. It is a holy oracle of Truth, and a sacred symbol of Unity, 
joining man to God, and connecting the present with the past, and knitting together the countless 
myriads in almost every land who speak the English tongue, in a sacred bond of love. 

It is sometimes affirmed that this Authorized Version ought to be altered. Suppose that fifty 
persons could be found as wise, learned, holy, and catholic-minded, as Bishop Andrewes and his 
coadjutors were, who framed our Authorized Version; suppose also that they agreed in their 
alterations of that Version; yet it is certain, that the many millions who now agree in receiving the 
Authorized Version, would not agree in receiving their alterations of it. We should indeed have then 
an altered Version, we might have, in some respects, an improved Version; but we should then also 
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see a great variety of different and rival Versions; and we should never more have one Authorized 
Version of Holy Writ. We should lose that,—lose it for ever. And in losing it, we should lose 
one of our best bonds of charity and most sacred symbols of unity. 

The example of the holy Apostles, or rather of the Holy Ghost Who inspired them, may guide 
us here. They knew that the Septuagint Version, to which we have before referred as the 
Authorized Version of the Jews, was not a faultless version. No Version is perfect. For all Versions 
are the works of men, and no man is free from error, and no work of man is free from blemish. The 
divine Original alone is that. But the Apostles, though they were inspired by the Holy Ghost and 
had special gifts for translating the Old Testament, did not sit down to make a New Version, but 
they used the Old,—the Authorized Version,—the Septuagint. True it is, they explained it, they 
commented upon it. And we may do the same with our Authorized Version, which is not inferior 
to the Septuagint, the Version used by the Apostles. We may do so by oral and written expositions, 
and by private Translations of particular books; and also by marginal Annotations, duly sifted and 
approved. But let us not shake the faith, and mar the unity, which bind thousands together, by 
endangering the permanence of the English Authorized Version of the Bible. 

Some of the same considerations might be applied to that other bond of Christian unity 
among Englishmen, the Book or Common Prayer. In the temper of the present times, it is too 
much to be feared, that attempts. to alter the Book of Common Prayer would be attended with 
danger no less than attempts to alter our Bible; and if we should sever the bands of those two 
anchors of Truth and Peace, Faith and Charity, we may haply rue our infatuation, when we are 
drifted about in a storm of strife and unbelief. 

Again, in the first century, Almighty God had prepared the way for the Gospel by giving new 
impulses to the powers of locomotion. The Third Empire, that of Greece, had smoothed the way 
by sea for the rapid course of the sacred vessel of the Church; the Fourth Empire, that of Rome, 
had made roads for the march of the Gospel. The military Mistress of the World was a Pioneer for 
the Prince of Peace. 

A similar movement is going on now. By physical discoveries and by greater mechanical 
powers, the means of communication by sea and land have been multiplied with unexampled rapidity. 
Space has been almost annihilated, and words travel with the speed of thought. 

Probably, many who have laboured in these great works, have thought mainly of temporal ends 
and secular advantages ; but an unseen Hand regulates them all. The same Almighty Being Who 
directs the planets in their course, and sends forth the lightning from the dark cloud, He also 
creates the fervid vapour, panting in its metal prison-house, and wafts by its means the vessel across 
the broad sea, and impels the long train upon the iron road, and makes the electric fluid to shoot 
along the quivering wire. And doubtless He is making these mighty instruments to subserve 
His own purposes in Christianizing the world. These powers themselves are God’s ministers, they 
have a holy function, an apostolic office, they are Missionaries and Evangelists of Christ. 

The day 1s coming, indeed it is now come,—witness the facilities given by the construction of 
Railroads for the progress of the Gospel ;—the day is coming, when the world will recognize the 
Lord’s doing in all these mighty operations. And even now to the ear of faith they preach aloud, 
‘‘ Prepare ye the way of the Lord; Make straight in the desert a highway for our God '.” 

Yet more—as we have seen, even hindrances themselves were overruled by Christ in Apostolic 
days for the furtherance of the Gospel. 

So it is now, and so will it be always, even to the end of the world. 

Christ rescued the great Apostle from his enemies, and made their malice conducive to the 
preaching of the Gospel at Rome; so He will make all things, however adverse, subservient to Him- 
self. After that fierce tempest in the Mediterranean Sea, He brought St. Paul in peace along the 
Appian Way to the great Capital of the world; so after the tempest and the hurricane which in the 
latter days will rage against His Church, He will bring her in safety and victory to the haven 
where she would be. 

Therefore, in reading this Book, we may raise our eyes to heaven, and look for that blessed 
time, when Christ, who ascended into heaven, and now sitteth there, will come again in His glorious 
Majesty, to judge the Quick and Dead. Then all the storms of this world will cease; then, will- 
ingly or unwillingly, all things will be made subject to Christ; then He will reign King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords; and then they wko have not failed in their duty here, but have stood firm in 
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their allegiance to Him in the hour of trial, will mount with Him in triumph, to the City of the 
Living God. 


VI. Let it, also, be remembered, that Christ is not only the King of the World, but He is also 
its Teacher : and that what His Apostles ¢each, as well as what they do, is by virtue of His Authority. 

Accordingly, St. Luke says at the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles, ‘‘ The former treatise 
have I made of all that Jesus began to do and to teach,” before He was taken up into heaven. And 
now, in this his latter treatise, he relates what Jesus continues to do and to feach, after He has 
been taken up into heaven. 

We have been considering what Christ continued to do; let us now consider what He continues 
to teach. 


When upon earth, at the commencement of His Ministry, He went up to the Mountain of 


Beatitudes, and “‘ when Hé was set, He opened His mouth and taught.” So at His Ascension, He 
went up on High, He ascended the heights of Heaven, and when He was set down at the Right. 
Hand of God, He opened His Mouth and taught, and will ever continue to teach. He is ever 
preaching a Sermon on the Mount, from His seat in heaven. 

What the Apostles taught, as well as what they did, is to be regarded as from Him. Their 
Miracles were the credentials of their Teaching; they were like seals impressed with His royal 
signet, and were attached to the message of the teaching which they delivered from Him. The 
seals of the Miracles were displayed to the world, in order to avouch the message of the Doctrine ; 
and that it might be heard and read with that awful reverence which is due to a heavenly rescript 
from the King of Kings. 

Therefore the Teaching of the Apostles, as displayed in this book—whether that Teaching was 
conveyed in words, or embodied in practice—demands the attention of mankind im every age, as 
being no other than the Teaching of Christ ’. 


Let us consider then, what this Teaching is, and whether it is represented by the Apostles as 
coming from Christ Himeelf. 

First in historical order is an example of Zeaching by action. It is seen in the provision made 
py the Apostles for the continuance of their own office. There, the choice of Matthias to fill the 
place of Judas, is expressly ascribed to Jesus: “Lord, show whether of these two Thou hast 
chosen’.”” Thus the world was taught that the Apostolic office was not to terminate with Christ’s 
Ministry on earth, but to be continued after it. ‘The lot fell upon Matthias, and he was numbered 
with the eleven Apostles *.” 

Doubtless our Lord had prepared the Apostles for their ministry, in the forty days during 


which He remained with them before His Ascension, “speaking of the things pertaining to the. 


Kingdom of God*.” But before His Ascension He never allowed them to preach to the Heathen, or 
even to the Samaritans. And He commanded them no¢ to depart fram Jerusalem, until they had 
been endued with power from on High °. 

The descent of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost gave a wider range to Christ’s office of Teaching. 
It was Christ who sent the Holy Ghost’. ‘ Behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you’ ;” 
‘‘ He shall receive of mine. He shall glorify me’;” “ He shall bring all things to your remem- 
brance whatsoever I have said unto you’’.” 

Therefore the Day of Pentecost reveals to us Christ receiving a new accession of glory, in the 
Mission of the Comforter. The Holy Spirit comes from Him, and is the Interpreter of His will. 
Thenceforth the teaching of Christ, which, while He was on earth, was confined within narrow 
limits, for a few years, became universal in place and time. It was also accompanied with new gifts 
and graces to those who received it, and communicated it to the world. It spake by their lips in 
all languages; and their hearts were fired with new zeal and courage, to preach it to the world; and 
they were endued with new powers of memory and understanding, to comprehend and expound the 
Scriptures, and to fly on eagles’ wings as Missionaries of Christ to all parts of the world. 

The Creed in which we profess our faith in Christ, is called the Creed of the Apostles; and it 
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may well be so named; for every article of that Creed is to be found in the preaching of the 
Apostles as recorded in this book’. But the Apostles, who taught others, refer us to Christ as their 
own Teacher*. He commanded us to preach unto the people; He has poured out his Spirit upon 
us*. He made them His “ witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Juda, and Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most parts of the earth*;’”’ He had said unto them, “ It is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost’ ;”’ 
and therefore one of them says, “ How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation, which at the 
first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him, God also 
bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, according to His own will’?” Consequently, we must look upward; and regarding the 
Apostles as taught by Christ, we may trace all these Apostolic verities to the divine source and well- 
spring of all truth, Jesus Christ. 

The foundation of Christianity is a belief in the Inspiration of Holy Scripture. The public 
reception and reading of the New Testament as true and inspired of God, is the strongest proof that . 
can be desired of its Truth and Inspiration. The “Acts of the Apostles” was so read and received, in 
the age in which it was written ; and since it is a true and inspired history, it is clear that the Old 
Testament is true and divinely inspired. For Christ, speaking by His Holy Apostles, every where 
appeals to the books of the Old Testament as the lively oracles of God. He, by their hands, sets 
His divine seal on the Old Testament, and delivers it to the Christian Church, as the Word of God. 

Another meéthod in which Christ teaches the world by the agency of the Apostles and apostolic 
men, in this book, is by inferpreting the Old Testament. Speaking by the mouth of St. Peter in the 
second chapter of the Acts, He enables us to understand the prophecy of Joel, and to apply it to the 
effusion of the Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost, as the last message of God to the world before 
the second Coming of Christ’. . 

In various portions of the Acts He has given us a divine Commentary on the Psalms of David, 
and has authorized and commanded us to apply them to Himself. He bids us see in the second 
Psalm a prophecy of the rage of the heathen, and the vain imaginations of the people, the standing 
up of the kings of the earth, and the gathering together of the rulers against Himself*. He reveals 
to us in the sixteenth Psalm a vision of His own Death and Resurrection and Session in glory °; 
He teaches us that He Himself is that Prophet who was pre-announced by Moses’; and that God 
had showed “ by the mouth of all His Prophets that Christ should suffer **.” 

By the mouth of His martyr St. Stephen, who was full of the Holy Ghost’, Christ Himself, 
our heavenly Teacher, propounds to us a pattern and model for the interpretation of the Old Testa- 
ment, He establishes the typical relation of Joseph and of Moses to Himself’. By the mouth of 
another Deacon, St. Philip, He appropriates to Himself the prophecy of the fifty-third chapter of 
Isaiah '*, and condemns all who would wrest it from Him. By the preaching of St. Paul, in the 
. synagogue of Pisidia, He reveals Himself as foreseen by the Psalmist’, and shows by St. Paul’s 
mouth, and by that of St. James in the Council of Jerusalem, that God had pre-announced in the 
Old Testament the extensiongof His covenant to all nations in Christ’. 

Thus in this divine book, Christ, sitting in His chair of teaching in heaven, has performed by 
the agency of the Apostles, inspired by the Holy Ghost Whom He sent, a blessed work of Divine 
instruction, which has enabled us to see by its glorious light the true meaning of the Old Testament. 
He is our Expositor, He.is our Commentator; He has given us, by Apostolic agency, a clue to the 
right interpretation of its Types, and Histories, and Prophecies. He has given us in the New 
Testament a divine interpretation of His own words which are written in the Old. He has delivered 
to us a divine protest against that sceptical system of infidel interpretation, which is rife in the 
present age, and which, with almost Titanic presumption, would shake, if it could, the foundations 
of heaven ; and undermine the groundwork of the Genuineness and Authenticity, and Inspiration 
of Holy Writ; and would take away from the Church the prophecies of the Psalms, and of Isaiah, 
—even of the Fifty-third chapter itself—and despoil her of that heavenly inheritance which she has 
received through the hands of the Apostles from Christ Himself. 

Let us consider also that we owe our knowledge of the Gospel itself to Christ teaching from 
heaven. He Himself wrote nothing; and no part of the New Testament was written by His Dis- 


1 See the evidence in Humphry’s Introduction to the Acts, © Heb. ii. 3, 4. 12 Acts vi. 5. 8. 
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ciples while He was upon earth. None of them were then capable of recording His words and 
actions. They often confess in the Gospels that they did not understand His sayings, and that they 
were hid from them’. Christ’s Words had lain like dark things in their hearts, but they were 
sunned forth into clearness by the light of the Holy Ghost, as the objects of creation are by the 
risen Sun. 

If we were to be limited to Christ’s teaching on earth, we should not have the New Testament. 
It was not till He had ascended into heaven, and had sent the Holy Ghost to teach His Apostles all 
things, and to bring to their remembrance whatsoever He had said’, that they were qualified to 
write what they did. And therefore St. Peter says, that they preached the Gospel unto men “ with 
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven’. ” , 

Thus, then, we receive the Gospel itself from the hand of Christ in heaven. 

Another important respect in which Christ teaches the world by his Apostles in this book is in 
Church-Regimen and Polity. It is recorded as a fruit of the effusion of the Holy Ghost upon the 
primitive Church, that “all who believed were baptized ‘;” and “they continued stedfastly in the 
Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,” that is, in the reception of the Holy 
Eucharist; “and in prayers;” or (as the original expresses it), in the prayers, or public Liturgy 
of the Church. 

Here we see reflected, as in a mirror, a divine image of Church-Communion. By it, Christ 
Himself instructs us, that the Christian life in the soul is begun by Him in Baptism, and is con- 
tinually nourished by Him in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper; and that they who have been 
engrafted into His mystical Body must take care to maintain its Unity, and to cherish their own 
spiritual life, by communicating with it in the profession of a true faith, and by the reception of the 
means of grace in the public offices of religion. 

He teaches us also in this book, that He has set apart certain persons as His Ministers, for the 
dispensation of the Word and Sacraments; and that they who desire to receive a blessing from Him, 
must seek for its bestowal by the agency of those whom He has authorized and commissioned to 
convey it by that dispensation. 

For example, we find in this book, that although He spoke to Cornelius by an Angel, He com- 
manded him by the voice of the Angel to send for St. Peter, in order to hear the Word preached, 
and to be received into the Church by the Ministry of man‘. Similarly, though He called Saul by 
His own voice from heaven, yet He commanded him to go into the city, “‘ where it should be told 
him what he must do*.” And he sent to him Ananias, who received him into the Church by 
baptism’, saying, “ Now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the Name of the Lord °.” 

Here, then, and in other places, He has shown the necessity of a Christian Ministry ; and He 
has also taught the world, what the due organization of that Ministry is. As we have seen, He 
declared the continuity of the Apostolic office by the election of Matthias; and He proclaimed the 
duty of extending it, by calling Barnabas and Paul to the Apostleship*®. He constituted Elders in 
every Church by their hands'’. He instituted by the agency of the Apostles the holy order of 
Deacons "’. Thus He has delivered a divine exhortation from heaven to all Churches, to take good 
heed to maintain the threefold Ministry of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons; and to seek for His 
favour by a right use of that Ministry in extending His Kingdom throughout the world. 

All who desire to have the blessing of Christ on their Missions at home and abroad, are thus 
instructed to obtain it by the means which He has appointed for that end. 

Again ; by the practice of His Holy Apostles, as twice recorded in this book *, He teaches from 
Heaven the use and necessity of the holy rite of Confirmation. It is Christ Himeelf sitting in glory, 
who sheds forth the full outpouring of the gift of the Holy Ghost, by the laying on of Apostolic 
hands on those who have been baptized. 

It cannot rightly be alleged, that Confirmation is less obligatory on Christians, because it was 
not instituted by Christ Himself on earth. For, by reason of what Confirmation is, it could not 
have been instituted by Christ while on earth. Confirmation is the appointed means for the plenary 
effusion of the gift of the Holy Ghost on those who have been baptized. And that gift could not 
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be bestowed till after Christ’s Ascension. While He was upon earth, “The Holy Ghost,” we read, 
“‘was not yet given, because that Jesus was not yet glorified '.” 

The fact, that Confirmation was not instituted by Christ when on earth, is a necessary conse- 
quence of the dignity of the gift bestowed in it; and is not therefore a reason for its disparagement, 
but for its reverent use. Let no one therefore despise what was administered by the holy Apostles, 
who were taught by Christ, and inspired by the Holy Ghost; and what was used by them for the 
conveyance of a gift, not of partial and temporary use, but of universal need for all men in all ages of 
the Church, the gift of the Holy Ghost. He who despises Confirmation despises not man, but 
God’*. He despises not the Apostles alone, but despises Him Who said to the Apostles, “He that 
receiveth you receiveth Me *, and He that despiseth you despiseth Me‘;” and he cannot be said to 
love the Lord Jesus; but incurs the penalty pronounced by the Holy Ghost Himself; “If any 
man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema, Maranatha °.”’ 

The administration of Confirmation is restricted to the Apostolic Office of Bishops, who are 
successors of the Apostles in their ordinary ministrations. It is therefore the duty of every Church, 
and of every Christian, to endeavour earnestly, that the Episcopate may be so increased, that no 
christian soul, for which Christ shed His blood, may be defrauded of that portion of its spiritual 
birthright which Christ Himself designs for it in the rite of Confirmation; and, after it, in timely 
access to the Holy Communion. It is not to be expected that they who are not brought to Confir- 
mation, will be duly catechized in their duty to God, their neighbour, and themselves. They will 
grow up to man’s estate without becoming healthy members of the Body of Christ. They will not 
come to the Lord’s Table. It is to be feared, that many of them, not receiving the means of grace 
which are necessary for their spiritual growth, will fall into schism, indifference, unbelief, and 
ungodliness; and that the Church of Christ may sit as a Rachel weeping for her children because 
they are not. 

Again. Christ has taught us by the agency of His Apostles, what is the right mode of settling 
Controversies in the Church. By the Convention of the Apostles and Presbyters to the Council of 
Jerusalem, as recorded in the fifteenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, and by the Mission of 
Paul and Barnabas to that Council, and by the part taken in it by St. Peter, St. James, and St. Paul, 
Christ, Who guided them by His Spirit, declares from Heaven, that for the appeasing of religious 
differences, men are not to resort to any one person, although he may call himself infallible, nor are 
they to follow the wayward devices of their own private imaginations; but that appeals are to be 
made to Synods of Bishops and Presbyters, invoking the aid of the Holy Ghost, and grounding their 
decrees on Holy Scripture; and that whatever has been settled and promulgated by them, regu- 
lating their proceedings by these principles, and is received by the consentient voice of Christendom, 
and takes root in the practice of the Universal Church, may be deemed to be a true exposition of 
Scripture, and conformable to the mind of Christ. 

Other things there are in the Constitution and Regimen of the Christian Church, which are 
intimated in this book, and which may be ascribed to Christ teaching from Heaven by means of His 
Apostles upon earth. 

One of these is the sanctification of the First Day of the week,—the Christian Sunday. Doubt- 
less it is a part of positive Divine Law, dating from the Creation, as revealed in the Old Testament, 
that one day in seven should be hallowed; and by that Law, the day to be hallowed is the 
seventh day of the week. But that the seventh-day Sabbath is now abrogated, and that the first 
day of the week is to be hallowed in its stead, can hardly be proved by any, who do not take into 
consideration Christ’s Teaching, as embodied in the practice of the Apostles, observing as holy the 
first day of the week, instead of the seventh. 

The Acts of the Apostles supplies a necessary connecting link in this argument. There it is 
said * that “ upon the First Day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread,” that 
1s, to receive the Holy Communion, “Paul preached unto them.” This passage is to be taken 
together with other intimations in Holy Scripture, particularly the relation of Christ’s appearances to 
His Apostles on this day, the day of His Resurrection’, and the narrative of the sending of the 
Holy Ghost from Heaven on this day *, and the record of Christ’s revelation of Himself to St. John 
in Patmos when in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day’. And these intimations, combined with what 
we know from other quarters of the primitive practice of Christians, will suffice to convince an 
unprejudiced person, that while the sanctification of one day in seven still remains in full force, on 
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its original foundation of positive Divine Law from the beginning, the Day to be sanctified by 
Christians is the First Day of the week. 


It may indeed be objected, that some of those conclusions are collected rather by probable infer- 
ences, than deduced directly by demonstrative proof. But perhaps it may be replied, that our 
moral probation in this world consists in the trial, whether we will attend to such probabilities as 
these. They are the best tests of our obedience; they prove its sensibility ; they show, whether we are 
actuated only by that servile fear, which does God’s bidding, when it 1s commanded to do so under 
strong coercion and penal discipline ; or whether we are animated by that clear-sighted and cheerful 
spirit of filial love, which divines, and almost anticipates, our heavenly Father’s desires, and hastes 
with angelic alacrity, at the least signification of His will. 

These intimations therefore of the Will of Christ as to Christian Doctrine, and Church Disci- 
pline, as displayed in the Acts of the Apostles, are of inestimable value; they are not mere isolated 
incidents, and historical facts, limited in their uses to any particular age or country; they are 
general types and divine precedents, of universal application. 

The Acts of the Apostles is a concise book, and it is an inspired book. In its brief compass 
the Holy Ghost describes the operations of Christ, acting by His Holy Apostles. It omits many 
things in their history which the world would desire to know; and these omissions are eloquent 
proofs, that the actions of the Apostles, which the Holy Spirit has not omitted, but has specially 
selected for commemoration in this book, are of paramount importance. The omissions serve to 
bring out in bolder relief, and in more salient prominence, the significance and value of what is not 
omitted, but distinctly set down in writing by the dictation of the Holy Spirit. The actions of the 
Apostles—or rather, the actions of Christ operating by them—which are recorded in this book, are 
doubtless designed to be patterns and examples for the faith and practice of the Church, in every 
country and in every age. They are like beams of the Sun of Righteousness, drawn together and 
concentrated in a brilliant focus, so that they may illumine the mind of the Church in every age of 
her existence. 

Therefore we need not hesitate to say, that in the Acts of the Apostles the Shepherd and Bishop 
of our souls’, Jesus Christ, is revealed to us as sitting in His chair in His heavenly Cathedral, 
surrounded by His Angelic Hierarchy, and delivering to all Christian Bishops and Pastors a divine 
charge and directory, a symbol of Christian Doctrine, a code of Ecclesiastical Polity, a rule of 
Church-Discipline, a chart of Missionary enterprise, a system of Biblical Evidences and Interpreta- 
tion, for the perpetual instruction and regimen of every age and clime, even till He comes again, to 
judge the Quick and Dead. 


VII. We may therefore derive great benefits from this contemplation. 

First, the inestimable blessing of Unity. Christendom is torn asunder by schisms. Our 
Country is distracted by strife. Surely the time is come, that we should lay to heart “the great 
dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions.” Surely the hour is arrived, that we should consider 
the grounds of our differences, and meditate on the sin of strife, and on the blessedness of peace. 

Among the means available for the appeasing of strife and recovery of unity, none is more 
efficacious than this Divine Book, dictated by the Holy Spirit of Love; in which He reveals His 
own mission from Christ, and displays to us Christ acting and teaching by means of those who were 
sent by Him, and inspired by the Holy Ghost. 

Therefore in referring to what the Apostles taught, we are referring to Christ Himself; and all 
who love Him may do well to remember His own words, “If ye love Me, keep My command- 
ments’ ;” and “ Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say’P” It cannot consist 
with love to Christ, to alight any, even the least, indication of His will, revealed in this book by the 


Holy Ghost. 
Here is the true foundation of Apostolic Doctrine and Discipline; it is built upon a Rock, 
the Rock of Ages, which is Christ. 


Let us then consider, whether in this Divine Book we may not find a path of unity, in which 
we may walk together as Brethren toward our heavenly home. 

On the one hand, they who revere the doctrinal symbols and primitive organization of the 
Church, and desire to restore and reinvigorate them, wheresoever they are decayed, and to propagate 
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them where they are wanting, may be invited to consider, whether, in endeavouring to attain this 
end, some among us may not have placed the Church in too prominent an attitude, and in too inde- 
pendent a position; and whether it be not our duty, to raise our eyes, and to direct the eyes of 
others upward, from the Church upon earth to Jesus Christ her Lord, acting and teaching in and 
by her from Heaven. The Holy Ghost has taught us in this Divine Book not to rivet our minds even 
on the Apostles themselves '; but to concentrate all our thoughts and affections on Him Who sent 
them, and acts by them. Let us not regard the Church as separable from Christ; but ever think 
on her as dependent on Him, and as deriving all her grace and virtue, all her authority and power, 
from Him alone. Let us not forget the words of the Psalmist, speaking to her, the Queen at 
Christ's right hand, and saying “ He is thy Lord God, and worship thou Him *.”’ 

On the other hand, if we are tempted to think lightly of the Apostolic and Primitive Church, 
if we are disposed to treat with indifference any of the specific functions of the Christian Ministry, 
and its threefold orders, then let us pause and consider, whether we have rightly conceived: the 
question at issue ; and whether, by such a temper of mind, we may not be doing grievous wrong— 
not to men—but to Christ; to Christ our Lord and King, our Prophet and Priest, our Saviour and 
our Judge, seated in heavenly glory and majesty at God’s right hand; to Christ, vouchsafing to 
send ‘“‘His Holy Spirit from Heaven to teach His Apostles, and to guide them into all Truth®;” 
and whether we may not be guilty of disobeying Him, and of sinning against the Holy Ghost. 

To think less of men, and to think more of God; to lift up our eyes from the Church Militant 
on earth, to her Lord and Head triumphant in heaven,—this is what the Holy Ghost teaches us in 
the Acts of the Apostles. Therefore it is, that He annexed it as a second volume to St. Luke’s 
Gospel, and joined both together in one work; revealing in the former, Christ acting and teaching 
on earth, and in the latter, Christ acting and teaching in heaven. The Acts of the Apostles is the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, now reigning in glory. 


VIII. The Notes, which are contained in the present Volume, have been written with such 
persuasions as these. 

They have also been dictated by a belief, that the design of this sacred Book has scarcely 
received the attention which it claims, and which, if duly bestowed upon it, would do much to 
settle the controversies of Christendom, and to advance the progress of the Gospel; and that the 
nearer the end of earthly things approaches, the greater its uses will be. 

Accordingly, the Plan of the Book has been dwelt upon at large in the present Introduction. 


The writer of these Notes cannot quit this subject, without an expression of thankfulness to 
Almighty God, that He has preserved in England a Church, which has not disqualified herself for 
interpreting the Acts of the Apostles. 

One of the most painful feelings arising in the mind, from the perusal of interpretations of the 
Acts of the Apostles by learned members of those religious Communions, which have departed from 
the rule of ‘primitive Christian Doctrine and Discipline, 1s caused by distortions or disparagements 
of ag co precedents recorded in this Book, and received and followed by the ancient 
Church. 

By a dereliction of those Apostolic precedents, those Communions have disabled themselves for 
expounding the Acts of the Apostles. They cannot interpret this Book aright, without, at the same 
time, pronouncing a sentence of condemnation on themselves; and, from the infirmity of human 
nature, it is hardly to be expected, that they should be willing to censure their own principles. 

The student of Scripture may need to be cautioned against those interpretations ; and still more 
should he be on his guard against those expositions, which are blemished by sceptical strictures on the 
History of the Acts, as well as by perversion of its teaching in matters of Christian Doctrine and 
Discipline, and by imputations of errors to those Saints and Martyrs, who were inspired by the Holy 
Ghost‘. For this reason also, the English student of Holy Scripture, while he thankfully avails himself 
of all the aids—critical, philological, historical, and antiquarian—which the erudition of Germany has 
richly furnished,—may well be thankful to the Great, Head of the Church, that the principles of the 
English Reformation were not innovating, but preservative, not revolutionary, but restorative; and 
that God has raised up Expositors in England, inferior to none in wisdom and learning, and has 


1 See above, p. 6. 4 For a specimen of this, the Reader may refer to the notes on 
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placed them on a sacred vantage-ground of sound Exposition, by the principles and constitution of 
the Church, to which they have the happiness to belong. 


IX. The details of the personal history of the Author of this Book will be found in the Intro- 
duction to his Gospel; and in the Chronological Table prefixed to this Book. The Acts of the 
Apostles, which brings the history of St. Paul down to the end of his first imprisonment at 
]tome, cannot have been completed before a.p. 63. It was probably published at Rome at that 
time. 


X. For the reasons stated above, the Acts of the Apostles, which has sometimes been regarded 
merely as an appendage to the Four Gospels, but which holds an unique and independent place in 
the New Testament, forms a separate Part in the present edition. 

In the Text of this Edition, more deviations from the Zertus Receptus will be found, than, 
within the same compass, in the Edition of the Gospels. This is due to the fact, that there are 
many more discrepancies in the Manuscripts’ of this Book, than of them, or of almost any other 
Book of the New Testament. 

The reader, however, will feel satisfaction in observing, that scarcely any of these variations 
affect the sense, in any perceptible degree; and that none in any respect touches the substance of 
any Christian Doctrine’. And he may thence derive an assurance, that while the collation of the 
vast variety of Manuscripts of the New Testament, which are derived from all parts of the world,. 
serves to establish immoveably the integrity of the Text of the Inspired Volume, and to confirm the 
Truth of the Gospel; not one of that countless multitude has been found to invalidate in the least 
degree any historical fact, or any doctrinal article, on which the Christian Religion is founded, and 
our hope of salvation rests. 

1 Particularly MS. D, i.e. the Codex Bezee or Cambridge discrepancies may be seen in Eichhorn’s Einleitung in d. N. T. 
Manuscript, on which see By. Middieton’s Remarks, Appendix ii. p. 87; Kuinoel, Prolegomena, § 2. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL SYNOPSIS 


OF THE 


EVENTS RELATED IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES’. 


In the examination of this subject the following propositions are presented to the reader’s notice. 

1. The common era—Anno Domini—begins about four years too late. (See above on Matt. ii. 20.) 

2. Our Blessed Lord’s ministry, which began when He was thirty years of age (see on Luke iii. 
23), and which seems to have lasted three years and a half (see on John v. 1), and which terminated 
at a Passover, commenced probably in the Autumn of a.p. 26, and ended at the Passover in a.v. 30. 
(See on John i. 14, and vii. 2; and cp. Africanus, Chronogr. Routh, R. 8. ii. 187—190. Clinton, 
Fasti Rom. p. 14.) 

3. Our Blessed Lord and Saviour was crucified on the 15th of Nisan, a.p. 30; and His Resur- 
rection was on the 17th of Nisan of that year; and the Ascension was forty days afterwards; and the 
Day of Pentecost on which the Holy Spirit descended, was on a Sunday, the Seventh Lord’s Day 
after that on which He rose from the Dead. (See on Acts ii. 1.) 

4, The only date in the history of the Acts of the Apostles which can be fixed with absolute 
certainty, is that of the death of Herod Agrippa at Caesarea, described in Acts xii. 20—22; and the 
determination of other points in the Chronology of the earlier portion of the Acts depends mainly on 
the date of this event. 

Herod Agrippa was made King of Judea and Samaria by the Emperor Claudius on his acces- 
sion (Josephus, Ant. xix. 8. 2), which took place early in the year a.p. 41 (his predecessor, Caligula, 
having been murdered on the 24th of January in that year), and Agrippa died soon after the 
completion of the third year of his reign (Bell. Jud. ii. 11.6). His death therefore took place a.p. 
44; and it appears from the Acts that it was after a Passover (xii. 3). 

Besides, Josephus informs us (Ant. xxiii. 6. 10) that Herod Agrippa had been appointed by the 
predecessor of Claudius, Caligula, to the Tetrarchies of Philip and Lysanias, soon after his accession, 
which was in the month of March, a.p. 37 (Dio, lviii. 630. Basnage, Annales i. p. 458. Clinton, 
F. R. p. 28). And it is stated by Josephus (Ant. xix. 8. 2) that Herod Agrippa died in the seventh 
year of his government, dating from that appointment by Caligula, early in a.p. 37. And thus 
we are brought again to a.p. 44, as the year of Herod’s death. 

5. Thus we have two limits in the history of the Acts, an anterior limit, or terminus d quo, in our 
Lord’s Ascension and the descent of the Holy Spirit in the Spring of a.p. 30; and a posterior limit, 
or terminus ad quem, in the Spring or Summer of a.p. 44, the date of Herod’s death. And in this 
interval of fourteen years are to be arranged the events recorded in the first twelve chapters of the Acts 
of the Apostles. 

6. Another note of time is furnished by notices in the history of St. Paul, as narrated by himself 
in the first and second chapters of his Epistle to the Galatians. 

In order to show that his preaching was not derived from men, but by revelation from Christ 
Himself, he there relates (Gal. i. 17) that he had no intercourse with the other Apostles, which 
could have imparted to him the knowledge he possessed ; and that it was not till three years after 
his Conversion that he went up to Jerusalem from Damascus to see Peter, and that he remained 
there only fifteen days, and thence went into Syria and Cilicia (Gal. i. 17—21). 

He adds, that fourteen years afterwards he went again up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took 
Titus with him. 

1 The principal works on this subject are those of Josephus, those of Anger, A. de temporum in Actis ratione, Lips. 1833; 
Eusebius, Hist. Eccles. and Chronicon (Venet. 2 vols. 4to. 1818), Birks, Greswell, Lewin, Conybeare, and Howson, Winer; B. W. 
Prosper Aquitanus, Chronicon (Bassani, 1782), Bishop Pearson, B. Art. Paulus ; Clinton’s Fasti Romani, Oxford, 1445; and 


Tillemont, Basnage, Lardner, and Paley, specified in the List Wieseler, Chronologie des Apostolischen Zeitalters, Gitting. 
of Authors prefixed to this volume; and in more recent times, 1848. 
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It has been doubted, whether these fourteen years are to be dated from his conversion, or from 
the expiration of the three years mentioned previously in Gal. i 18. 

It seems most probable that the fourteen years are to be dated from the short visit to Jerusalem, 
and the journey thence to Tarsus at the end of those three years. For it is observable that in Gal. 
i. 18, the Apostle says, érretta, eta ern tpia, i.e. then, after three years from my conversion. But 
in Gal. ii. 1, he says, @reira, Sta Sexatecodpwv éerayv, wary avéBny, i.e. then, having passed. 
through an interval of fourteen years, from the last-named date, I went up again to Jerusalem '. 

This visit was most probably the same as that described in Acts xv. 2—22, when St. Paul was 
sent from Antioch to the Councit of JERUSALEM. It is true that St. Paul had been at Jerusalem 
some little time before that visit; but he had only gone to the Elders with alms (xi. 30; xii. 25), 
and he had no occasion to refer to this visit, in his Epistle to the Galatians. Besides, he says that 
in the visit which he is mentioning in his Epistle to the Galatians, he had recounted to the Apostles 
what he had been preaching to the Gentiles (Gal. 11. 2). But such an assertion as that is wholly 
inapplicable to the short visit mentioned in Acts xi. 30; xii. 25, on which he went up with alms to 
Jerusalem, and when he had not as yet been even ordained to preach to the Gentiles*. (See Note on 
Acts xii. 1, 2; ep. Bede in Act. xv. Davidson, ii. 112—122. Howson, i. p. 589—547.) 

But in writing to the Galatians, concerning his intercourse with the other Apostles, he could 
not omit to notice the visit, which he made soon afterwards to Jerusalem, namely, that described in 
Acts xv. 2—22, when he went up to the Apostles and Elders assembled in Council there, to discuss 
@ question in which St. Paul had a personal and official concern. Hence it would seem, that the 
CounciL of JERUSALEM was held about seventeen years after the Conversion of St. Paul. 

This conclusion cannot be regarded as more than an approximation to the truth; because it 
depends on the two passages above cited, where St. Paul speaks of years, which may be either com- 
plete years, or only, according to the Jewish method of reckoning, current years. 

7. Another chronological clue seems to be supplied by the mention of the circumstances of St. 
Paul’s escape from Damascus after his Conversion (ix. 25). It appears from 2 Cor. xi. 32, 33, where 
St. Paul himself is describing that escape, that the city of Damascus had then fallen iftto the hands 
of Aretas, King of part of Arabia Petra, who had appointed an Ethnarch there. 

In looking for a season when such a remarkable incident was likely to have occurred, we find 
none more probable than that in which Aretas had defeated the forces of Herod Antipas, to whom 
he had long been hostile, on account of Herod’s ill-treatment of his daughter, whom he had aban- 
doned for Herodias. (Joseph. Ant. xviii. 5.1. Matt. xiv. 1—-13.) Herod Antipas being defeated 
(late in a.p. 36), appealed for succour to the Emperor Tiberius, who commanded Vitellius, then Pre- 
sident of Syria, to declare war against Aretas. (Joseph. Ant. xviii. 5. 1.) But soon after, Tiberius 
died (March, a.p. 37); and Vitellius drew off his forces, and went to Rome. (See notes below on 
ix. 2 and 24.) 

It seems probable, that Aretas availed himself of the favourable opportunity thus presented for 
occupying the city of Damascus. This occupation would be only of short duration. Caligula inter- 
fered in the affairs of Arabia, in the second year of his reign (Dio, lix. 9), and would hardly have 
allowed Aretas to retain what he had usurped. If these calculations are just, the date of St. Paul’s 
Conversion would be a.v. 34. 

It may be remarked, that the Jews do not seem to have had the same power of persecuting the 
Christians at Damascus when St. Paul escaped from that city, as they had when he came down from 
Jerusalem with a commission from the High Priest. (Acts ix. 1—14; xxvi. 11.) But now the Jews 
lie in wait for him, and endeavour to destroy him by the permission and agency of the Ethnarch of 
Aretas. (Acts ix. 23. 2 Cor. xi. 32.) The occupation of Damascus by Aretas seems therefore to 
have been after his Conversion. 

8. Another note of time may be derived from Acts ix. 31, where it is related that “all the 
Churches in Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria had rest, and walking in the fear of the Lord and 
the comfort of the Holy Ghost were multiplied.” The Christians had nothing to fear at that 
time from the Romans. Their persecutions were from the Jews; and if the Churches had resé, it 


| Bishop Pearson, indeed, infers, p. 379, that the trerra (in first &rerra, which specifies the end of the three- years ; and s0 it 


Gal. ii. 1) must be deduced from the conversion, and noé from the 
end of the three years, because another fre:ta intervenes in i. 21. 
But perhaps this circumstance may be rather alleged as an argu- 
ment in favour of what is said above. For it is evident that the 
second fwerra in i. 21, which introduces the visit of fifteen days 
to Jerusalem, and the journey thence to Tarsus, is dated from the 


seems the third Ere:ra is to be dated from the second. 

2 Bede says in Act. xiii., “‘ Videtur Paulus xiii? post Domini 
passionem anno Apostolatum cum Barnaba accepisse, xivt° autem 
anno ad Gentium magisterium profectus est. Nec Historia Eccle- 
siastica repugnat, docens Apostolis esse preeceptum ut duodecim 
annis preedicarent in Judea.” 
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was not to be ascribed to any cessation of desire, but to a suspension of power or opportunity on the 
part of the Jews to persecate them. 

It has been suggested by Basnage, ad a.p. 40, Lardner (i. 55; iii. 252), and others (see Note 
on Acts ix. 31), that this “rest of the Churches” was due to the alarm in which the Jews themselves 
were, on account of the command given by the Emperor Caligula, to the President of Syria, 
Petronius, in A.D. 39, to set up the Imperial Statue in the Temple at Jerusalem. (Joseph. Bell. Jud. 
ii. 10. 1. Ant. xviii. 8. 2. Philo, Legat. 31. Euseb. ii. 5.) 

It was not till the death of Caligula and the accession of Claudius, 24th Jan. a.p. 41, that the 
Jews were relieved from this panic. And soon after that, Herod Agrippa, the person who had 
showed his zeal for the Jews by interceding with Caligula for a revocation of this command (Joseph. 
Ant. xviii. 8. 7. Philo, Leg. 35), “ stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the Church, and killed 
James the brother of John with the sword ; and because he saw tt pleased the Jews, he proceeded to take 
Peter also.” (Acts xii. 1.) 

This Rest of the Churches cannot have commenced till after St. Paul’s visit to Jerusalem, for 
then a persecution was going on, to which he was exposed. (Acts ix. 26—31.) Besides, when Paul 
came to Jerusalem, Peter was there; but during the rest, Peter was absent from Jerusalem on a 
Missionary Tour. (Acts ix. 31—43; cp. Lardner, iii. 258.) 

9. Certain other notes of duration are set down in the Acts (viz.) :— 

(1) After St. Paul’s first visit of fifteen days to Jerusalem and his journey to Cilicia (Gal. i. 15 
—21. Acts ix. 30; xi. 25), and his intercourse with Barnabas, who brought him from Tarsus to 
Antioch, he remains with Barnabas a «whole.year at Antioch, where the Disciples are first called 
Christians (xi. 25—27). 

(2) Paul and Barnabas, after their first Missionary Journey in Asia, returned to Antioch, and 
tarried no small time there (Sérpu8ov ypovey ov« odtyov) with the Disciples (xiv. 28). 

(3) After their return from the Council of Jerusalem to Antioch they again ¢arried there (6:- 
érptBov, xv. 35). 

(4) St. Paul, in his second Missionary Journey, came through Asia Minor and Macedonia into 
Achaia (Acts xvi. xvii.), and remained at Corinth a year and six months (éxaOice évavroy Kai pivas 
éf, xviii. 11). 

(5) From Cenchres, the eastern port of Corinth, he set sail for Ephesus, where he remained only 
a short time, being desirous of being at Jerusalem for the feast (xviii. 19—21), probably Pentecost. 

(6) After a short visit to Jerusalem he returned to Ephesus, and spent there three years (xx. 31). 

(7) After these three years he went again to Macedonia (xx. 1), and came into Hellas, and 
spent there three months (xx. 3). 

He then went back through Macedonia, came to Philippi (xx. 6), where he spent Haster, and 
passed by Troas (xx. 6—12) and Miletus (xx. 15) to Caesarea and to Jerusalem; where he had not 
been for several years (6: érav mXevovwy, xxiv. 17), and where he had desired to be at the feast of 
Pentecost. 

(8) He was arrested in the Temple at Jerusalem by the Jews, and was sent by Claudius Lysias 
for safety to Caesarea ; and he was detained there in “ custodia libera” ¢wo years by Felix, who (xxiv. 
27) had been governor for many years (é« aro\A@v érov, xxiv. 10), and is succeeded in the procu- 
ratorship by Festus, who sends St. Paul by sea toward Rome. 

(9) After his shipwreck in the Mediterranean, St. Paul remains during the winter at Malta; 
and after three months he sets sail again “in a ship which had wintered in the island ” (xxviii. 11). 

(10) He remained at Rome tuo whole years (Sceriav Sdnv, xxviii. 30). 

(11) It is evident from St. Luke’s narrative that St. Paul arrived at Rome in the Spring of the 
year after the succession of Festus to the Procuratorship in the Room of Felix ; 

What year was that ? 

(1) Felix was Procur.tor of Judsea in a.p. 52°; and he had been many years (éx rrokNav ray) 
Procurator, when Paul pleaded before him at Ceesarea. (Acts xxiv. 10.) 

(2) Felix, when recalled, was saved from the punishment due to his misgovernment by the 


1 It is said by Wieseler, p. 67, and others, that Felix was not long before, the appointment of Agrippa to the tetrarchy of 
appointed by Claudius in the thirteenth year of his reign, i.e. Philip; which took place early in a.p. 53. The appointment of 
after Jan. 24, a.p. 53; and this is inferred by him from Josephus, Felix is placed still earlier by Tacitus, Ann. xii. 54, ‘* Pallas jame- 
Ant. xx. 7. 1, BaBéxarov tros Hn éxxAnpwxds. But Josephus pridem Judeee impositus.” Husedius (Chron. ii. p. 271) assigns 
applies these words to the appointment of Agrippa, and not of it to the eleventh year of Claudius, i.e. a.p. 51. Clinton (Fasti 
Feliz. It appears from that passage, and from Bell. Jud. ii. 12. Rom. pp. 34—36) is in favour of an earlier date than a.p. 52, for 
8, that Felix was appointed curator before, though probably the appointment of Felix. 
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influence of his brother Pallas with the Emperor Nero. (Joseph. Ant. xx. 8,9.) Pallas was put to 
death by Nero a.p. 62. (Tacit. Aun. xiv. 65.) Therefore Felix must have ceased to be Procurator, 
and Festus must have been appointed to succeed him, some time before that date. 

(3) St. Paul, when brought a prisoner to Rome, was delivered into the charge of the prefect of 
the pretorian guard (r@ otparoredapyn, Acts xxviii. 16). It seems then that there was only one 
prefect at that time. But after the death of Burrhus, who was prefect till February, a.p. 62, when 
he died (Tacit. Ann. xiv. 51. Clinton, F. R. p. 44. Wieseler, p. 83), there were two prefects. See 
Bp. Pearson, ii. 389, and Wieseler, p. 86. Therefore it is probable that St. Paul came to Rome 
before March a.p. 62. 

(4) Josephus relates (Ant. xx. 8.11), that a dispute arose between the Jews and Festus the Pro- 
curator, and that they sent a deputation to Rome, where their cause was favoured by Poppa, the 
wife of Nero. This could not have been before a.p. 62, when Poppsea became his wife. (Tacit. Ann. 
xiv.49. Sueton. Ner. 35.) But some time must have elapsed after the appointment of Festus, before 
the dispute could have arisen, and the deputation have proceeded to Rome and have gained the 
favourable notice of Poppea. 

(5) Josephus also states (Vit. 3) that he himself went to Rome to intercede for some Jewish 
Priests whom Feliz had sent there before his removal from the procuratorship. Josephus arrived at 
Rome a.p. 63 (Vit. 1). From his narrative it appears that they had been some time in detention 
at Rome, and that he engaged the interest of Poppa in their favour. 

(6) Eusebius says (H. E. ii. 23) that James, the Bishop of Jerusalem, was martyred by the Jews 
at Jerusalem, because they were disappointed by the escape of Sf. Paud from their hands. The 
martyrdom of St. James took place at the Passover, a.p. 62. (Huseb. 11. 23. Joseph. Ant. xx. 9. 1.) 
It appears that Festus the Procurator had recently died, and that his successor had not arrived ; and 
that Ananus the High Priest, who was a Sadducee, and of a cruel temper, and his adherents, took 
advantage of this interval to destroy St. James and others. (Euseb. ii. 22, and 1. 23, where see 
Vales. Joseph. Ant. xx. 9.1.) St. Paul’s arrival at Rome would therefore have been before—but 
not long before—that time. 

(7) On the whole, therefore, it seems most probable that Festus succeeded Felix in the Spring 
or Summer of a.p. 60, and that St. Paul’s arrival at Rome is to be placed in the Spring of a.p. 61, 
and that he remained at Rome till the Spring of a.p. 63. Lardner (iii. 279) says, “ Paul came to 
Jerusalem at the Feast of Pentecost, a.p. 58, and was sent away to Rome at the end of a.p. 60,” 
and he is followed by Wieseler, 66—80. Winer, R. W. B.1i. p. 368. Birks, Hors Apostolice, pp. 
167—182. Howson, ii. 669—672. Hackett, p. 15; and see also Vales. in Euseb. 11. 23. 

From the above premises we arrive at the results, which may be arranged as probable in the 
following CuronoLoeicaL TaRLE. 


Vou. I.—Parr II. B 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 


The Crucifixion of Christ at the Passover. 

His Ascension, forty days after His Resurrection. 

The Descent of the Holy Spirit at the Feast of Pentecost, fifty days after the Passover. 

The Events described in Chapters iii.—vi. of the Acts of the Apostles. 

St. Stephen’s Martyrdom (Acts vii.). Sau/ was then a young man, veavias (vii. 58). 

St. Philip’s Missionary Journey (Acts vii. 5—40). 

St. Peter and St. John at Samaria. Simon Magus (Acts viii. 14—24). 

Saul’s Conversion (Acts ix. 1—25): cp. Huseb. H. E. ii. 1; and see note below on | Tim. 
i. 13. 

Saul retires to Arabia (Gal. i. 17). 

Pontius Pilate is recalled from his procuratorship in Judea (Joseph. Ant. xviii. 4. 2): 

Damascus occupied by Aretas, who appoints an Ethnarch there. 

‘After many days’ (ix. 23), Saul escapes from Damascus. 

Goes up to Jerusalem; where he remains fifteen days, and sees Peter and John (Gal. i. 18, 
19. Acts ix. 26, 27); and 

Disputes with the Grecians ; 

Saul is sent to Tarsus (ix. 30). 

The Emperor Tiberius dies 16th March ; 

Caligula succeeds. 

“ Rest of the Churches” (Acts ix. 31). 

St. Peter’s Missionary Journey (ix. 32—43). 

He tarries at Joppa many days (ix. 43). 

Conversion of Cornelius (Acts x. 1—48). 

The Emperor Caligula dies 24th January, and is succeeded by Claudius. 

Kuodius, first Bishop of Antioch (Huseb. Chron. ii. p- 269. Clinton, F. R. App. u. p. er 

The Disciples called Curistians at Antioch (Acts x1. 26). 

The Apostle St. James, the brother of John, is killed with the sword (Acts xii. 2), and 

St. Peter is imprisoned, by Herod Agrippa, before Easter (xii. 4). Peter is delivered; and 

Herod is smitten by an Angel, and dies at Caesarea (xii. 23). 

St. Peter retires from Jerusalem (xii. 17). . 

Saul and Barnabas, having been deputed by the Christians at Antioch (xi. 27—30) to 
bring supplies to the Brethren in Judea, on account of the anticipation of the famine 
foretold by Agabus, which “came to pass in the reign of Claudius Cesar” (xi. 28), 
1. e. after January, a.p. 41, return from Jerusalem to Antioch, with John Mark, who 
was connected with Peter (xii. 12), and with Barnabas. (See on xv. 39.), 

The Ordination of Saul and Barnabas, at Antioch, to the Apostleship of the Gentiles. (See 
on xiii. 1.) 

Saul is henceforth called Paul. (See Acts xiii. 9.) St. Paul’s “ Visions and Revelations of 
the Lord”’ seem to have been vouchsafed to him about this time. (See on 2 Cor. xii 
2, 3.) 

Their first Missionary Journey to Cyprus (Paphos), and Pisidia, and Perga in Pamphylia 
(xiii. 4—13), whence Mark returns to Jerusalem. They visit Antioch of Pisidia, 
Iconium, Lystra; come to Perga and Pamphylia, and thence return to the place 
of their ordination, Antioch ; where they remain a considerable time with the disciples 
(Acts xiv. 26—28). 

A controversy arises at Antioch concerning the obligation of the Ceremonial Law (xv. 1, 2). 

Paul and Barnabas, and some others, are deputed to go from Antioch to Jerusalem, “to 
the Apostles and Elders,” concerning this matter (xv. 2, 3). 





A.D 


50, BI. 
52—54, 
57. 

58. 
58—60 
él. 

62. 

62, 63 
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Council of Jerusalem (xv. 6—29). 

Paul and Barnabas return to Antioch ; where they remain some time (xv. 35, 36). 

St. Peter is rebuked by St. Paul (Gal. ii. 11—13). 

The srapofvopos (Acts xv. 39), and separation of Paul and Barnabas. . 

Paul takes Silas (xv. 40) on his second Missionary Journey, and afterwards Timothy also at 
Lystra (xvi. 1). 

St. Paul passes through Phrygia and Galatia to Troas (xvi. 6. 8). Thence crosses over to 
Philippi (xvi. 12), and Thessalonica (xvii. 1), and Berca (xvii. 10); thence to Athens 
(xvii. 15). 

St. Paul comes to Corinth, where he spends a year and siz months (xviii. 1. 11). 

Aquila and Priscilla come to Corinth. 

The two Epistles to the Thessalonians. See below the Introduction to those Epistles, p. 1, 2, 
and p. 26. 

Epistle to the Galatians written probably about this time from Corinth. See below the 
Introduction to that Epistle, pp. 36—41. 

St. Paul sets sail from Cenchresx in the Spring for Ephesus, on his way to Jerusalem, for 
the feast, probably Pentecost (xviii. 18, 19). 

The Emperor Claudius dies (13th October a.p. 57), and Nero succeeds. 

After a short visit at Jerusalem (xviii. 21), 

St. Paul returns by way of Antioch, where he spends some time (xviii. 22), and through 
Galatia and Phrygia, where he confirms all the disciples (xviii. 23), and by the upper 
regions of Asia Minor (xix. 1) to Ephesus; where he spends three years (xx. 31)—three 
months in the Synagogue, and two years in the School of Tyrannus (xix. S—10). 

First Epistle to the Corinthians. See below Introduction to that Epistle, pp. 75—77. 

St. Paul, after three years’ stay at Ephesus, quits it for Macedonia (xx. 1). 

Second Epistle to the Corinthians. See Introduction to that Epistle, p. 148. 

Comes into Hellas ; and spends three months there (xx. 3). 

Epistle to the Romans, written at Corinth or Cenchrew. See Introduction to it, p. 203. 

St. Paul returns to Macedonia in the Spring, and arrives at Philippi for Easter (xx. 6). 

Passes over to Troas (xx. 6). Touches at Miletus, where he bids farewell to the Presbyters 
of Ephesus, and gives them an Apostolic charge (xx .17) ; and Tyre (xxi. 3), and lands 
at Ceesarea (xxi. 8). 

Comes to Jerusalem, after several years (xxiv. 17), for the Feast of Pentecost (xx. 16; 
xxi. 17): 

St. Paul is arrested at Jerusalem in the Temple (xxi. 28). 

Is conveyed to Caesarea (xxiii. 23—33). 


. Remains two years in detention at Caesarea (xxiv. 27). 


Is sent by Festus, in the Autumn of a.p. 60, by sea toward Rome (xxvii. 1). 

Winters at Malta (xxviii. 11). 

Spring: arrives at Rome. 

Martyrdom of St. James the Bishop of Jerusalem, at the Passover. 

St. Paul is at Rome, where he writes the Epistles to the Ephesians, Colossians (see Introduc- 
tion to Ephesians, p. 269), and to Philemon, in which he calls himself “ Paul the 
aged’? (Philem. 9. See above on a.p. 33), and that to the Philippians, at the close of 
his imprisonment a.D. 63. 

Is detained at Rome for “two whole years,’ till the Spring of a.p. 63 (xxviii. 30); where 
the History of the “ Acts of the ApostLes”’ concludes: cp. Fused. 11. 22. 

For a continuation of the Apostolic History, see the Chronological Tables prefixed to St. 
Paul’s Epistles, and the Introduction to the Epistles to Timothy, pp. 416—424, and the 
Chronological Table prefixed to the General Epistles. 
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A Taste of the Contemporary Chronology of the Emperors of Rome, the Presidents of Syria, the 
Procurators of Judea, and the High Priests of Jerusalem’. 


EMPEROR. 





14, Aug. 19. 
34. r e e e ° e C) 


36. e e e e e e 
37. Caligula succeeds 
March 16. 


4l. Claudius succeeds 
Jan. 24. 
42. e e e e e e e@ 


45. e e e e e e 
46. a e e e @ e ae 
47. e ° e e ° e e 
48. e @ e e 

49. e e e e e 
§3. e e e e e e 
54. Nero succeeds Oct. 13. 
59. e e e e e e e e 
60 e e e a e e e 
6l. e e e es eo e 


62. ° . oe e e eo @ 
63. ® ° e e e e e 


Nero dies June 9. 


1 Cp. Zeittafeln in Winer, B. W. B. ii. p. 763. 


Tiberius, since A.D. 


PRESIDENT OF SYRIA. 





Vitellius (Joseph. Ant. 
xviii. 4.4. Tacit. Ann. 
vi. 27). 


Petronius (Joseph. Ant. 
xviii. 8. 2). 

Vibius Marsus (Ant. xix. 
6. 4). 


C. Cassius Longinus (Ant. 
xx. 1. 1). 


, | Titus Ummidius Quadratus 


(Ant. xx. 6.2. B. J. ii. 
12. 5). 
ry 
Domitius Corbulo. 


PROCURATOR OF JUDAA. 


HIGH PRIEST. 


Pontius Pilate from a.p. 26 or 27 | Caiaphas, since A.p. 25. 


(Jos. Ant. xviii. 4. 2). 


Pontius Pilate recalled (Jos. Ant. 
xviii. 4. 2). 


Cuspius Fadus (Ant. xix. 11. 2; 
xx. 5. 1). 

Herod, King of Chalcis, obtains 
from Claudius the appointment 
of the High Priests, and the 
are of the Temple (Ant. xx. 
l 


Tiberius Alexander (Ant. xx. 5. 
2 


Ventidius Cumanus (Ant. xx. 5. 
2). Herod, King of Chalcis, 
dies, is succeeded by his nephew, 
Herod Agrippa II. 


Felix (Ant. xx. 7. 1). Heron 
Acrippa II., who had been 
King of Chalcis since a.p. 48, 
and had the charge of the Tem- 
ple and the appointment of the 
High Priests, and was advanced, 
about the close of A.p. 52, to 
the Tetrarchies of Philip and 
Lysanias, with the title of King 
(Ant. x. 7. 1. B. J. ii. 12. 8; 
ili. 3. 5). 


Festus succeeds Felix (Ant. xx. 8. 


Festus dies. The province withb- 
out a procurator. 


Albinus (Ant. xx. 9. 1. B. J. ii 
14. 1). 


Caiaphas removed by Vitel- 
lius. 

Jonathan, son of Ananus 
(Jos. Ant. xviii. 4. 3). 

Theophilus, son of Ananus 
(Jos. Ant. xviii. 5. 3). 


Simon, son of Boéthus (Joe. 
Ant. xix. 6. 2). 

Matthias, son of Annas (Ant. 
xix. 6. 4). 

Elionseus, son of Cantheras 
(Ant. xix. 8. 1). 


Joseph, son of Cami (Ant. 
xx. 


. 8). 


Ananias, son of Nebedeus, 
appointed by Herod, King 
of Chalcis (Ant. xx. 5. 1). 


Herod Agripps appoints Ish- 
mael, son of Phabi (Ant. 
xx. 8. 8). 


Agrippa appoints Joseph, 
surnamed Cabi, son of Si- 
mon (Ant. xx. 8. 11). 

Ananus (xx. 9. 1). 


Jesus, son of Damneus (xx. 
9. 1). 


Wieseler, p. 694. Lewin, pp. 1022—1107, and Alford, Proleg. pp. 23—25. 
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Inferences deducible from the preceding CHRronoLocicaL Synopsis and TABLE. 


The consideration of the results represented above may suggest the following reflections :— 


1. The Times and Numbers which are recited in Holy Scripture, and which serve as landmarks 
of Sacred History, seem to be regulated by certain laws. 

For example, the periods of Forty Days and Forty Years recur frequently in Holy Scripture as 
Times of Probation. See Numb. xiv. 33; xxxii. 13. Ps. xcv. 10. Heb. iii. 9.17, and Notes on 
Acts i. 3; vii. 23. 

2. If the dates assigned in the above Table are correct, it appears, that (as Eusebius has observed, 
H. E. iii. 7) the period of penitential probation, which was allowed to the city of Jerusalem after the 
crucifixion of Christ, was Forty Years; i.e. from a.p. 30 to a.p. 70, when it was taken by the 
Romans, and the Temple was destroyed. This result being consistent with the general dealings of 
Divine Providence with His people, confirms the conclusion stated in the Table. 

3. St. Luke’s work is divided into two parts, viz.: 1. his Gospel. 2. the Acts of the Apostles. 

If the dates specified above are correct, then the Ascension of Christ, with which St. Luke’s 
Gospel ends, and the Book of the Acts begins, stands at the middle point between both ; and each 
portion of St. Luke’s work records the events of about Thirty-three Years. 

4. It is related in Holy Scripture of King David, the type of Christ, that he reigned forty 
years ; seven, or seven and a half, in Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem over all Israel and 
Judah. (2 Sam. v. 4, 5. 1 Chron. xxix. 27.) 

Perhaps these times may be typical of Christ’s kingdom after His Ascension; at first limited 
to the literal Israel, and then, in the eighth year after the Ascension, extended, in the Conversion of 
Cornelius, to all nations. 

David reigns forty years; and Solomon, the peaceful, also a type of Christ, succeeds ; who builds 
the Temple, the figure of the Church. 

In the fortieth year after the Ascension of Christ, the literal Temple was destroyed; but this 
destruction of the material fabric conduced to the construction of the spiritual; the demolition of 
the Temple was the building up of the Church. It weaned the hearts of the people of God from 
the earthly Jerusalem, and raised their eyes to the graces and glories of the heavenly, which is the 
Mother of us all. (Gal. iv. 26.) It promoted the union of Jew and Gentile in Christ and His Church ; 

Thus that period of forty years led to the peaceful settlement of the people of God under the 
divine Son of David, the true Solomon, the Prince of Peace. 

5. The number seven generally introduces in Scripture a period of Rest after toil and affliction. 
See on Matt. 1.17; xxvii. 52. 62. Luke xxiii. 56. 

In looking at the Chronological Table of the History of the Acts we find, 

(1) The first seventh year, i. e. a.D. 37, marked by the “ Rest of the Churches.” 

(2) The second, or fourteenth year (i. e. a.D. 44), distinguished by another rest, after the death 
of Herod Agrippa I. See Acts xii. 24. 

(3) The Third septennium, a.p. 51, also distinguished by Rest after controversy, xv. 23—30; 
xvi. 4, 5. 

All these periods of seven are marked in the history by what may be called sabbatical sentences, 
expressive of Rest after labour and suffering. See ix. 31; xii. 24; xv. 31; xvi. 5. 

Such analogies as these will appear more or less worthy of notice to the reader, in proportion as 
he is disposed to attach more or less importance to a subject which has received little consideration 
in modern times, viz. the significance of periods of time in Sacred History. In the present state 
of our knowledge in this respect, it would be rash to build any thing upon them as a foundation ; 
but the observation of them, if otherwise deducible by reasoning, may be confirmatory of the results 
to which that reasoning leads; and may perhaps induce others to pursue the inquiry further ; which, 
while it demands patience of investigation, and soberness of deliberation, and diffidence in stating 
its results, has enough to commend it to the thoughtful student of Scripture, in the records of Inspi- 
ration and in the testimony of Christian Antiquity, and will not be lightly set aside by any who 
desire to understand the “ whole counsel of God.” 


es) 


Hort ty a 


30 


ANCIENT GREEK MANUSCRIPTS, IN UNCIAL LETTERS, 


CONTAINING 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


Alexandrine, of TVth or Vth century, in British Museum, London; a facsimile published by 
C. G. Woide, Lond. 1786. Folio. 

Vatican, of Vth or Vth century; in the Vatican at Rome, No. 1209, published, with ques- 
tionable accuracy, at Rome, 1857, and reprinted at London, 1859. Cp. Tischendorf, Proleg. 
p. cxlvi. 

Codex Ephraem Syri rescriptus (Palimpsest), in Imperial Library at Paris. Num. 9. Pub- 
lished by Constantine Tischendorf, Lips. 1848. 

Codex Beze, Greek and Latin, of VIth or VIIth century (?); in the University Library at 
Cambridge. A facsimile published by Kipling, Cantabr. 1793. Folio. 

Laudianus, Greek and Latin, of VIth or VIIth century; in the Bodleian Library at Oxford ; 
originally from Sardinia. Published by Hearne, Oxon. 1715. 

Coislinianus ; VIIth century; published by Tischendorf, Monumenta Sacra, p. 404. 

Angelice Bibliotheca, at Rome, formerly belonged to Cardinal Passionei, [Xth century. 

Mutinensis, [Xth century. 


In the Acts of the Apostles 
A is complete. 
B is complete 


C contains only some portions, viz. : 
Chap. i. 2—iv. 3. 
v. do—x. 42. 
xii, 1—xvi. 36. 
xx. 10—xxi. 30. 
xxii, 21—xxiii. 18. 
xxiv. 15—xxvi. 19. 
xxvii. 16—xxviu. 4. 


D is defective, as follows: - 
From viii. 29—x. 14. 
xxi, 2—xxi. 10. 
xxi. 15—xxi. 19. 
xxii. 10—xxii. 20. 
xxi. 29 to end. 


E 18 defective, as follows: 
From xxvi. 29—xxvii. 26. 


¥ contains only some portions : 
iv. 33, 34, 
ix. 24, 25. 
x. 13. 15. 

xxl. 22. 


G begins at vii. 10, and is thence complete to the end. 


H contains only some portions : 
v. 28—ix. 38. 
x. 19—xui. 36. 
xiv. 3 to end; the portion after xxvii. 4 being supplied by a later hand. 
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PRINCIPAL CRITICAL EDITIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 





Erasm. Basil, 1516, 1519, 1522, 1527, 1535. 

Complutensis, in the fifth volume of the Complutensian Polyglot: printed in a.p. 1514, and 
published at Complutum, or Alcala, in 1520. 

Stephens. Paris, 1546, 1549, 1550, 1551. 

Beza. Genev. 1565, 1576, 1589, 1598. 

Elszevir, commonly called the “'Textus Receptus.” Lug. Bat. 1624. 

Fell. Oxon. 1675. 

Mill, Lond. 1707. Roterod. 1710, by Kuster. 

Bentley. On his proposed edition, see Beniley’s Correspondence passim, and Tregelles on the 
Printed Text of N. T. pp. 57—78. 

Bengel. Tubing. 1734. 

Wetstein. Amstelodami, 1751, 1752. 2 vols. folio. 

Griesbach. Ist ed. 1774; 2nd ed. 1796—1806. 

Matthei. Riga, 1782—1788. 12 vols. 

Alter. Vienne, 1786, 1787. 

Birch. 1788—1801. 

Scholz. Lips. 1880—1836. 2 vols. 4to. 

Lachmann. lst ed. 1831; 2nd ed. Berolin, 1842—1850. See Tregelles, pp. 97—115, and 
Tischendorf, pp. xlii—xlvii. 

'  Tischendorf. Tips. 1841. Two at Paris, 1842. 

His first critical edition appeared at Leipzig, 1849: with copious Prolegomena. 

His seventh Edition (1857—1859) is intended to present a complete conspectus of all the critical 
subsidia, as yet available, for the revision of the Text of the New Testament. 

The following extracts from the prospectus are of importance, as indicating the present views of 
the learned Editor :— 

‘¢ Auf Grund dieser dokumentlichen Vorarbeiten, wie sie wohl noch nie fiir eine Neutest. 
Ausgabe unternommen worden sind, wird sum ersten Male ein solcher kritischer Apparat dargeboten, 
der fiir alle aufgenommenen Lesarten, ohne Ausnahme die Zeugnisse fiir und wider enthilt, so wie 
auch die Angabe aller anderen Lesarten, die in den griechischen Unzialhandschriften gefunden 
werden oder sonst irgend beachtenswerthe Auctoritat fiir sich haben. 

“Der Textconstituirung ist die grésse Sorgfalt und Gewissenhaftigkeit gewidmet worden. 
Fortgesetzte und immer tiefer eingehende Beobachtungen haben den Herausgeber zu mancher Aender- 
ung der friihern Entscheidungen gefihrt; namentlich hat er die Bevorsung etniger unseren ditesten 
Zeugen aus triftigen Griinden beschranken su missen geglaubt. 

“In diesem Betrachte gewahrt die neueste Ausgabe eine gewiss willkommene Férderung 
kritischer Studien dadurch, dass sie sehr hiufig eine Andeutung der Entscheidungsgriinde iiber die 
einzelnen Lesarten enthalt.” 

Alford. Lond. 1855-9. 4 vols. 

Bloomfield. Lond. 1855. 2 vols. 


For List of Ancient Versions seo the Edition of the Gospels, p. xxxvi. 
For special Editions of the Acts of the AposTLEs, see the following List :— 
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ABBREVIATIONS, AUTHORS, AND EDITIONS, 


CITED IN THE FOLLOWING NOTES TO THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES’. 


Akerman, John Yonge, F.S.A., Numismatic [lustrations of the New Testament. London. 1846. 

A Lapide, Cornelius. Lugd. 1732. Folio. 

Alford, Henry, D.D., Greek Testament. 3 vols. 1855-6. 

Ambrose, S., Ambrosii Opera. 4 vols. Paris. 1836. 

Ammonius. See Catena. 

Andrewes, Bp., Works. Oxford. 11 vols. 1841—1854. 

Arator, Ecclesise Romane Diaconus; de Actibus Apostolorum ad Papam Vigilium Libri duo. A 
well-composed Latin Poem in Hexameter Verse, consisting of 2326 lines, written about the 
middle of the Sixth Century. It is contained in the Bibliotheca Patrum Maxima, Vol. x. Lugd. 
1677 ; and in the Abbé Migne’s Patrologia, Vol. xviii. Paris. 1847. 

Athanasius, §., Opera. Ed. Bened. 2 vols. folio. Patavii. 1777. 

Augustine, S., Augustini Opera. Ed. Benedict. 12 vols.8vo. Paris. 1836. 

Barrow, Isaac, D.D., Works. 6 vols. 8vo. Oxford. 1841. 

Basil, S., Basilii Cesar. Opera. Ed. Paris. 1721. 3 vols. folio. 

Basnage, Sam., Annales Ecclesiastici & Cesare ad Phocam. Roterodam. 3 vols. folio. 1706. 

Baumgarten, M., Apostelgeschichte. English Translation by Morrison and Meyer. Edinb. 1894. 

Bede, Venerabilis, In Acta Apostolorum, et Retractationes. Tom. xii. Lond. 1844. 

Bengel, J. A., Gnomon N.T. 2 vols. Tubinge. 1835. 

Beveridge, Bp., On the Thirty-nine Articles. Oxford. 1840. 2 vols. 

Bingham, Joseph, Origines Ecclesiastice. Lond. 1834. 8 vols. 8vo. 

Birks, Rev. T. R., M.A., Hore Evangelice. Lond. 1852. See also Paley. 

Biscoe, Richard, M.A., Boyle Lectures on the Acts of the Apostles. 2 vols. Lond. 1742. 

Bloomfield, S. T., D.D., Greek Testament. 2 vols. 8vo. Ninth ed. 1855. 

Blunt, J. J., B.D., History of the Christian Church during the first Three Centuries. Lond. 1856. 

Bornemann, F. A., Acta Apostolorum ad Codicis Cantabrigiensis fidem recensita. Grossenhain. 
1848. 

Browne, Professor E. H., On the Thirty-nine Articles. London. 1850. 2 vols. 

Bruder, C. H., Concordantia Novi Testamenti. Lips. 1842. 4to. 

Bull, Bp., Works. Ed. Burton. 7 vols. Oxford. 1827. 

Burton, Eduard, D.D., Lectures on the Ecclesiastical History of the First Century. Oxford. 1831. 

Buztorf, Johannes, Synagoga Judaica. Basil. 1680. 

Cassiodorii Senatoris Complexiones in Acta Apostolorum. Roter. 1723. 

Catena in Acta SS. Apostolorum 8 Cod. Nov. Coll. edidit J. 4. Cramer, 8.T.P. Oxon. 1888. 

Chrysostom, S., Homilies on the Acts, Tom. iv. Ed. Savil. 1612. Pp. 607—919. 

Clemens Alexandrinus, S., Opera. Ed. Potter. 2 vols. folio. Oxon. 1715. 

Clinton, H. F., M.A., Fasti Romani. 1845 and 1850. 

Conybeare, Rev. W. J., M.A., and Howson, Rev. J. S., M.A., The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. 
2 vols. Lond. 2nded. 1856. 

Cook, Rev. F. C., M.A., The Acts of the Apostles, with a Commentary. Lond. 1850. 

Cosin, Bp., On the Canon of Holy Scripture. Lond. 1672. 

Cyril, S., Alexandrin., Opera. Lut. Paris. 1638. 

, Hierosolym., Opera. Ed. Venet. 1763. 

Davidson, Samuel, LL. D., Introduction to New Test. Lond. 1848. 

De Wette, W. M. L., Handbuch zum N. T. Leipzig. 1845. 3te Auflage. 2 vols. 8vo. 

Didymus. See Catena. 


1 See also the List prefixed to the Edition of the Gospels, p. xxxvii. 
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Els., Elzevir Edition of Nov. Test. Grec. Lug. Bat. 1624. 

Epiphanii, S., Opera. Ed. Petavii. 2 vols. folio. Colon. 

Eusebii Historia Ecclesiastica. Ed. Burton. Oxon. 1888. 

Ford, Rev. James, M.A., Prebendary of Exeter, Acts of the Apostles illustrated from Ancient and 
Modern Authors. Lond. 1856. 

Gieseler, C. I., Ecclesiastical History. Vol.i. English Translation. Edinb. 1846. 

Glassii, Salom., Philologia Sacra. Amst. 1711. 4to. 

Gregory, S., Gregorii Magni Opera. Ed. Paris. 1705. 4 vols. folio. 

Greg. Nazian., S., Gregorii Nazianzeni Opera. Ed. Bened. 1778—1840. 2 vols. folio. 

Grinfield, E. W., Editio Hellenistica N. T. et Scholia Hellenistica N.T. Lond. 1843-8. 4 vols. 
8vo. 

Grotius in “ Pot Synopsis Criticorum.” 

Guertke, Einleitung in dasN.T. Leipzig. 1843. 

Hackett, Professor, Commentary on the Acts. Boston, U.S. 2nded. 1858. 

Hammond, H., D.D., Paraphrase of and Annotations on the New Testament. Lond. 1681. 

Hilary, S., Opera. Oberthiir. 4 vols. Wiceberg. 1785. 

Hooker, Rd., Works. 3 vols. 8vo. Oxford. 1841. 

Hottinger, J. H., Thesaurus Philol. Tigur. 1659. 

Howson. See Conybeare. 

Humphry, W. G., B.D., A Commentary on ‘tis Acts of the Apostles. 2nded. Lond. 1854. 

Ireneus, 8. Ed. Stieren. Lips. 1853. 2 vols. 8vo. 

Jackson, Thomas, D.D., Works. 12 vols. Oxford. 1844. 

Jahn, Archeeologia Sacra. Vienne. 1814. 

Jerome, S., Hieronymi Opera. Ed. Bened. Paris. 1693—1706. 5 vols. folio. 

Josephus, Opera. Richter. 6 vols. Lips. 1826. 

Justin Martyr, S. Ed. Paris. 1742. Folio, and 2 vols. 8vo. Jenzw. 1842. 

Kirchofer, Joh., Quellensammlung zur Geschichte d. N. T. Canons. Ziirich. 1844. 

Kitto, John, D.D., Daily Bible Illustrations, “The Apostles and Early Church.” Edinb. 1854. 

Kuinoel, C. T., Novum Testamentum Grecum. Ed. Lond. 1884. 3 vols. 

Lachmann, C., Novum Testamentum. See above, p. 3. 

Lardner, Nathanael, Works. 5 vols. 4to. Lond. 1815. 

Leo, M., Opera. Lugd. 1700. 

Lewin, Thomas, M.A., The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. Lond. 2 vols. 1851. 

Lightfoot, John, D.D., Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles. Works, Vol. i. p. 733. Lond. 1682. 

Hebrew aad Talmudical Exercitations on the Acts of the Apostles. Vol. ii. p. 633. 

Lorinus, Johannes, In Acta Apostolorum. Lugduni, 1609. Folio. 

Mede, Joseph, Works. Lond. 1677. Folio. 

Meyer, H. A. W., Ueber die Apostelgeschichte. Second edition. Gdttingen, 1854. 

Middleton, Bp., On the Greek Article in the N. T. Cambridge. 1828. 

Mintert, Petrus, Lexicon N. T. Francofurti. 1728. 2 vols. 4to. A Lexicon illustrating the lan- 
guage of the N. T. from the LXX. 

Mishna, sive Totius Hebreorum Juris Rituum, Antiquitatum ac Legum Oralium Systema, cum cla- 
rissimorum Rabbinorum Maimonidis et Bartinore Commentariis, ed. Surenhustt. 6 voll. folio. 
Amst. 1698. 

CEcumenius, In Acta Apostolorum, Tom. i. Lut. Paris. 1830. 

Olshausen, Hermann, Apostelgeschichte. English Translation. Edinb. 1850. 

Origenis Opera. Ed. De la Rue, folio, and ed. Lommatzsch, Berlin. 1831—45. 

Paley, W., D.D., Hore Pauline. Edited by Rev. T. R. Birks, with additions. Lond. 1850. 

Patres Apostolici (S. Clemens Romanus, S. Ignatius, S. Polycarpus). Ed. Jacobson. Oxon. 
1847. 2 vols. 

Pearson, Bp., On the Creed. Ed. Chevallier. Cambridge. 1849. 

Annales Paulini, in his Opera Posthuma, ed. Churton, i. pp. 371—396. 

——— Lectiones in Acta Apostolorum ; on the first Nine Chapters, ibid. pp. 317—368. 

Poli, Matth., Synopsis Criticorum in Sacram Scripturam. Lond. 1699. 4 vols. folio. 

Rosenmiiller, Jo. Georg., Scholiain N. T. Ed. 1815. 5 vols. 

Routh, Martin, 8.T.P., Reliquie Sacre. 5 vols. Oxon. 1846—1848. 
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Sanderson, Bp., Works. Ed. Jacobson. Oxford. 1854. 6 vols. 

Schoettgen, Christian, Hore Hebraice in N. T. Dresd. 1733. 

Septuaginta, Interpretes Veteris Testamenti. Oxon. 1848. 3 vols. 

Severian. See Catena. 

Secerus. See Catena. 

Smith, James, Esq., of Jordanhill, F.R.S., &., The Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul. Second 
edit. Lond. 1856. 

Smith, Dr. William, Dictionaries, of Geography, and of Antiquities; and of the Bible. Lond. 1860. 

Surenhusti, Gul., Bi8dos xatadrayns, on the Passages of the Old Testament quoted in the New. 
Amst. 17138. 

Theophylactus, In Acta Apostolorum ; two distinct Commentaries; one edited by Sifanus, 1557, the 
other from a MS, in the Vatican, first printed in 1758. Both are contained in Tom. iii. of his 
Works, ed. Venet. 1758. 

Tillemont, Lenain De, Mémoires pour servir & |’Histoire Ecclésiastique. Tomes i. et ii. Bruxelles. 
1732. 

Tischendorf, Constantine. See above, p. 3. 

Tregelles, S. P., LL.D., On the Greek Text of the Gospels. Lond. 1854. 

Valckenaér, L. C., Schole in Actus Apostolorum. Ed. Amst. 1815. 

Annotationes Critics in loca quedam N. T. In his Opuscula. Lips. 1808. 

Vorstius, Johan., De Hebraismis N. T. Ed. Fischer. Lips. 1778. 

Waterland, Daniel, D.D., Works. Ed. Van Mildert. Oxford. 1823. 11 vols. 8vo. 
Webster, W., and Wilkinson, W. F., Greek Testament. Vol.1. Lond. 1855. 
Wetstein, J. J., Novum Testamentum Grecum. Amst. 1752. 2 vols. folio. 

Whitby, Daniel, D.D., Annotations on the Acts of the Apostles. Reprinted at Lond. 1842. 

. Wieseler, Karl, Chronologie des Apostolischen Zeitalters. Gottingen. 1848. 

Williams, George, B.D., The Holy City. 2 vols. Lond. 1849. 2nd ed. 

Winer, Biblisches Realworterbuch. 3te Auflage. Leipzig. 1842. 

——-— Grammatik des N. T. Sprachidioms. 6te Auflage. Leipzig. 18955. 














WMPASEIS AMNOSTOAQN. 


I. !}*TON peév tparov dAdyov éromnoapny wept mdvrwv, & Oeddire, ay aLukel. 8 
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Fs Huepas evreidpevos Tots b Luke 4. 61. 


amootédots Sia IIvevparos ayiov, ots éfeddaro, dvedkihOn 5° ols Kal trap- ch. 13.31. 
éornoe éavrov Lavra peta 7d mabe adrov év toddois Texpnpios Sv yyepav 

~ “ A “A “A ce) 
TeDoOapaKovTa OmTavopEvos avrois, Kat Aéywy Ta Tept THS Bacirelas TOD Beod. 





Tae Title of this Book is Ipdte:s "AxoordAwy, literally Acts 
ov AposTiEs, aud not, ‘‘¢he Acts of the Apostles,” for it only 
proposes to give an account of some acts of some Apostles, as 
specimens of the rest ;—see the Introduction té this Volume, 
p. 5, note; and on the design of the Book, see the Introduction, 
pp. 2—20. ° 


Cu. I. 1. rdv uev xperov Adyov] rby xparov Adyor, the for- 
mer story or account,—Adyoy, as Herod. vi. 19, a history; a 
modest name for his Gospel. (Chrys.) m«p@rov for xpérepoy, as 
Luke ii. 2, see note. 

On uty without 3 expressed, see Acte iii. 21; iv. 16; xxvii. 
21; xxviii. 22. Winer, Gr. Gr. § 63, p. 508. 

This expression wp@rov Adyow is important for determining 
the time of the publication of the Gospels. 

The Acts are carried down to a.p. 63. If they were written 
then (as seems probable), the Gospel of St. Luke, his xpos 
Adyos, was written before a.p. 63. 

The Gospels of St. Matthew and 8t. Mark, which are prior 
to St. Luke’s, were published before that time. 

It is probable that the Gospel of St. Luke was published 
before a.p. 54. See Introduction to his Gospel, pp. 168—170. 

— wep) wdvyrev)] concerning ali things. Not that St. Luke 
narrated them all (cp. John xxi. 25); but was is used in Scrip- 
ture in a relative sense, i.e. for all those things which are “ apta 
et congrua et officio sufficientia”’ (Aug. de Consens. Evang. iv. 8), 
requisite, convenient, and sufficient for the purpose in view. Acts 
xxi. 27. oa vi. 21. 

Cp. rdvrore xpocetxecOa, Luke xviii. 1; Joay 8:awayrds 
dv +6 iepg, Luke xxiv. 53. 

— 4ptaro] began. By this word, as here used, and at v. 22, 
as well as by the word GedgiAe, St. Luke connects his Sebrepoy 
Adyoy, or Acts of the Aposties, with his xp@ros Adyos (the Gos- 
pel); see on Luke iii. 23, where he had used the word dpyduevos 
to describe the beginning of Christ’s ministerial career. 

Besides, the word #pfaro ‘Incots, Jesus began, as here used 
has a deeper sense ; 

St. Luke intimates by it, that our Lord’s Ministry on earth 
was the apy}, or beginning of His Mediatorial Kingdom; and 
that this Kingdom, so begun, received a fresh accession of ma- 
jesty at His Ascension into heaven, and at His Session at the 
Right Hand of God; and that its sway is now exercised in the 
protection of His Church, and in the Government of the World, 
and that it will be continued till He appears again in glory, when 
all His enemies will be put under His feet; and then the King- 
dom, which was begun at His Baptism, will be consummated, by 
the complete subjugation of Satan and of Death, and by the full 
and final triumph of Christ; and ‘‘ God will be all in all.’’ 
1 Cor. xv. 28. 

In the Gospels, the Holy Spirit has described the Jeginnings 
of that Kingdom as inaugurated by Christ on earth. 

In the Acts, He describes the continuance and extension of 


that Kingdom through the power of Christ exalted and glorified 
in heaven. Cp. Olshausen, p. 348, Alford, p. 1, Baumgarten, 
i. 1I—15, and below, note on x. 11, on the word &pya) as ap- 
plied to the Gospels; and the Introduction to this book. 

2. édvreAduevos +. &. 5:d Mvetparos a&ylov}] having given 
charge to His Apostles by the Holy Spirit (Chrys., Theophylact, 
Vaick.), when He breathed on them and said, AdSere Iveta 
&yov, John xx. 22, and so gave them an earnest of the gift of 
Pentecost. Cp. Heb. ix. 14, 8: Mvetparos alwvlou davrdy 
wporhveyxev buwpov TG Gee, and below, xi. 24, and xxi. 4, fAcyor 
8:2 rov Mvevdmaros, and Winer, § 61, p. 491. 

— obs dteAdtaro] whom He chose out of the world for Him- 
self (John xv. 16), obscure and humble though they were, and 
whom He advanced to the high dignity of seeing His miracles and 
hearing His Words, and finally to be witnesees of His Resurrec- 
tion and Ascension. Such was His love and mercy to them. 

8. éy woAdAois texunplois] Matt. xxviii. 17. Mark xvi. 14. 
Luke xxiv. 13—50. John xx. 19. 1 Cor. xv. 5. 7.—Texpfpia are 
called dvayxaia onueia, irresistible proofs, by Aristotle, Rhet. 1; 
such as are incontrovertible (Quintil. v.9); demonstrative evi- 
dences. See Wetst. and Hackett, p. 36. 

— 6&0 jpepov 7.) through forty days. On the modern alle- 
gations against this statement, see note above on Luke xxiv. 50; 
and to the testimonies there cited may be added that of S. Ig- 
natius, Krag. 8, ap. Mai, Script. Vett. vii. p. 22, ef yap fies 871 
@cod SDs dy, dylvacnes Sri rercapdnovra juépas dvevdets 
woihoas rd pOaproy capa. 

St. Luke does not say that our Lord continued visibly present 
with His disciples during forty days, but showed Himself at én- 
tervals, in the period of forty days; for He appeared to them from 
time to time, and then disappeared (Chrys.), proving to them His 
humanity by eating and drinking with them; yet weaning them, 
by vanishing suddenly, from dwelling on His corporal presence; 
and instructing them in His Divine power, and perpetual, though 
unseen, presence, by unexpected appearances among them, and 
disappearances from them. See above on John xx. 19. 

The period of ‘‘ Forty Days’’ seems to be marked in Holy 
Scripture as significant of probation before some great Event. 
Examples may be seen in the History of the Flood, Gen. vii. 4. 
(See Aug. Serm. de Ascens. 264.) Moses in the Mount before 
the giving of the Law, Exod. xxiv. 18; xxxiv. 28. Deut. ix. 9; 
x. 10 (see Blunt, Lectures, p. 12); the time of the spies in 
searching the Land, Numb. xiii. 25; xiv. $34; the time of Elias 
before coming to Horeb, 1 Kings xix. 8; the time of probation 
for Nineveh, Jonah iii. 4. 

Compare the same period of Forty Days before our Lord’s 
Presentation in the Temple (Luke ii. 22), and of His Fasting be- 
fore He entered on His Ministry (Matt. iv. 2, where see note). 

As ile was forty days after His Birth before He was pre. 
sented in the Temple in the earthly Jerusalem, and again forty 
days after His Baptism, before He entered on His Minisiry, so 
now He waits forty days after His Birth from the Grave, before 
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He presents Himself in the Temple of the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and enters on His Priestly Ministry in the true Holy of Holies, 
where He ‘ever liveth to make intercession for us.”” Heb. 
vii. 25. 

The Forty Days, a term of Probation, have also a prepa- 
ratory reference to the Pentecost or Fiftieth, the Day of 
Jubilee. - 

Forty years after this (a year for a day, Numb. xiv. 34) 
Jerusalem was destroyed, because the people would not believe in 
Christ, whq had so mightily declared Himself the Son of God by 
His Resurrection, which had been so plainly proved by so many 
proofs for Forty Days. (Ligh{foot.) 

On this text, see Barrow’s Sermon 29, vol. v. pp. 39—63. 

— dwrayduevos] appearing, manifesting Himself. On the dif- 
ference between Srroua: and Gewpe, see on John xvi. 16.—éx7a- 
vdpevos (a frequentative verb connected with Sxroua:) means ap- 
pearing suddenly, from time (fo time. Hesychius well explains 
the word by dudan(duevos. 

— Adywy td] speaking the things. Observe the article ra, 
the things that were requisite for them to know and do concern- 
ing the Kingdom of God. 

— wepl rijs Bacivelas Tr. @.] concerning the Kingdom of God, 
or Christian Church (Matt. xiii. 11. 19. 24. 31. 33. Luke iv. 43; 
vi. 20; vii. 28; viii. 10), her Doctrines, Government, Trials, 
Hopes, and future Consummation. See Professor Blunt's Lec- 
tures “on the History of the Church during the first three Cen- 
turies,” pp. 12—16. 

4. cuvarr(duevos] associated, and assembling together with, 
= ovvaxGels ovvabpoicdels (Hesych. ), 8o used by Xenophon, 
Cy yrop. i. 4.14. Anab. vii. 3. 48. Joseph. Ant. viii. 4. 1; xix. 
i. 4. Cp. Bp. Pearson in Ignat. ad Magnes. 10, and Valck. 

here. 


— awd ‘IeporoAtyer] The form ‘lepordAvya is used about 
twenty times in the Acts, but never except after a preposition ; 
in all other cases we have ‘lepovoaA hu. 

The same peculiarity is found in S¢. Luke’s Gospel. 

— ph xwpl(erOa:] not to depart from Jerusalem: as they 
would otherwise have been disposed to do. But they were to 
remain there, in order to receive the Holy Ghost together in one 
and the same place; and in order that the miracle of the descent 
of the Holy Ghost upon them inight be more striking and con- 
vincing as wrought in the capital of Judea, and at the next great 
Festival after the Crucifixion, viz. at the Festival of Pentecost, 
when strangers from all parts of the world would be gathered to 
Jerusalem, and would carry back the tidings of that manifestation 
into all lands; and also that the Christian Law might go forth 
from Mount Sion (Isa. ii. 3. Micah iv. 2), aud so show its har. 
mony with the Levitical Dispensation. 

It is recorded on ancient authority, that our blessed Lord 
enjoined His Apostles to remain at Jerusalem for twelve years 
after the Ascension. See the passages cited by Bp. Pearson, in 
Acta, § xi. Routh, Rel. S. i. pp. 471. 484. Blunt, Lectures, 
pp. 43, 44. Cp. below, vi. 2; viii. 1. 

It is probable that the Apostles made circuits in Palestine 
during that time, and did not quit the Holy Land till about 
A.D. 42. 

— thy éxayyediay rou Tarpés] the promise of the Father. 
Another expression connecting the Acts of the Apostles with the 
Gospel of St. Luke. See there, xxiv. 49, Bob dye droarddAw 
thy éwayyeAlay rou Marpds pou ed” tyas. 

— hv jnotcaré pov] which ye heard of Me. Fora similar 
change of the oratio obliqua to recta, op. Luke v. 14, and below, 
xvii. 4, and xxiii. 22, and see Winer, G. G. § 60, p. 482, and 
§ 63, 2, p. 511. 

5. spets 3¢ BarricSfiverde dv Mvetpari dyly] but ye shall be 
baplized with the Holy Ghost. See below, xi. 16. 

But were not the Disciples baptized before ? 

It would seem that they were, and with Christ’s Baptism 
(John iii. 22; iv. 2), and that Baptism differed from the Baptism 
of John; for John baptized unto repentance and faith in Christ 


to come (Acts xix. 4), and they who were baptized by Juin, 
were baptized qfterwarde into Christ (Acts xix. 5). But we do 
not hear that any which were baptized into Christ before the 
Ascension and day of Pentecost, were baptized again after it. 
What the Disciples received by Baptism with water into Christ 
before the day of Pentecost, is a question on which various 
opinions have been offered (see Aquinas, 3, p. 9. 66, art. 2, and 
73, art. 5, and A Lapide here). 

But this is clear, that whatever it was, it was consummated 
as it were by a xplois reAccwrixh, in the full effusion of the 
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost. 

See further on Acts x. 47. 

— ob perd wodAds Tatras judpas| after not many days, and 
those days raéras, namely, dating from (his present time. Cp. 
Winer, § 23, p. 146. 

He says that the days are not many, that they may hope ; 
but He does not say how few they are, in order that they may 
watch. (Chrys.) 

6. Kupie] O Lord. Jesus is often called in this book, written 
for Hellenists, by the name Kupws. And (as Valck. well ob- 
serves) the word Ktpios in the LXX Version, read by the Hel- 
lenists, is used for Jehovah; ‘ut aded parim intersit (adds 
Vaick.), utram Jesus Képios dicatur an Bch "’ See below, on 
v. 21, and on xxv. 26. 

— dwoxabiordves Tr. a The ordinary meaning of dwoxaé. 
lornu: in the LXX and N. T. is fo restore. In the LXX it is 
used for the Hebr. a reverti fecit, from root 210 reverti, 
reducere. Seo Gen. xxix. 3; xl. 13. 21. Ps. xxxv. 17, and- 
passim. 

So in the N. T. it often means restoration or return, Matt. 
xii. 18. Mark iii. 5; viii. 25. Luke vi. 10. Heb. xiii. 19. It seems 
to have this meaning here; but it signifies something more. 

According to the Jewish expectation, the times of the Mes- 
siah would bring more than all the pristine glory to the City and 
Nation of the ancient people of God. 

They looked for an amplification of the power and splendour 
of David and Solomon, in Christ. See the Hebrew authorities in 
Lightfoot here. Therefore it seems that the word droxa@larnps 
and dzoxatdorac:s, as used in this respect, imply something 
more than restitution; viz. a consummation of all that had, in 
their opinion, been promised by God to His people when redeemed 
and restored under the glorious reign of the Messiah. And this 
sense of the word appears clearly in iii. 21. 

The question therefore addressed to our Lord is, Art Thow 
at this time intending Sully to establish the Kingdom of the 
Messiah? xatiordve is stabilio, and the preposition awd (as in 
awo8obva:, Matt. xxii. 21) intimates that what is established is, as 
it were, due, and to be paid as a debt. The temporal kingdom of 
the Messiah for which they looked, was, they supposed, promised 
in ancient Prophecy, and pledged to Israel by solemn stipulations 
of God. 

Hence dwoxafiordya: is used by the LXX for to pay, Gen. 
xxiii. 16: ep. Job v. 18. See also Gloss. Hesych., dwoxaracrij- 
oat = TeAciw@oa, and cp. Mark ix. 12, and note below, i iii. 21. 

The question of the Apostles appears to be mentioned here, 
in order to show how much they needed the grace of the Holy 
Ghost to enlighten their minds as to the true nature of Christ’s 
Kingdom. They thought of temporal Sovereignty, but He spoke 
to them of the witness which they must give (v. 8), and by which 
the Kingdom was to be advanced. And that witness was a wit- 
ness of suffering. Compare the similar conversation, Matt. xx. 
21—23. 

if _xpévous 4} xaipots] times or seasons. x pdvos = woAAGy 
Kaipa@y cuvoxh, xaipds = pépos xpdvov. (Thom. Mag.) Hence 
Sophocles, Elect. 1306, xpévou xaipés. See below, | Thess. v. 1. 

It is not for you to know the éime which will elapse before 
My Kingdom will be established; nor the.season in which it will 
be established. 

— UWero dv r. 1. 2.) placed in Hie own authority: that is, 
constituted them so as to be in subjection to it. 

— 6 Marhp) the Father. See ox Mark xiii. 32 
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8. foecGe pot] So A, B, C, D, and others. 

Elz., trec6é or. Mot is emphatic, and the genitive is 
expressive of property in, and protection of. Ye shall be wi- 
nesses of Me, and I will defend you. Cp. ii. 32; iii. 16; v. 32; 
xiii. 31. 

— tas éoxdrov ris yis] Here is the clue to the design of 
this Book—to trace the progress of the Church from its origin at 
Jerusalem fo the ends of the earth. Observe the order of that 
progress, as here pre-arranged and foretold by Christ. First, 
Jerusalem, next ali Judea; next Samaria; lastly, the ends of 
the earth. A precept to the Christian Church to degin with mis- 
sionary work at Aome, and thence to enlarge that work to foreign 
parts. Thus the mustard-seed of the Gospel, taking root in the 
soil, becomes a tree, and covers the earth. 

9. éxfipOn}] he was lifted up. Our Lord is said dvadnOjvas 
(Mark xvi. 19. Acts i. 2. 11.22. 1 Tim. iii. 16) and érap@jvas 
here; and He is also said to go, as on a journey, wopeverGai, 
v. 10; and so St. Peter says (1 Pet. ili. 22), wopevdels els 
obpardy. As His Resurrection is said to be God’s act (Acts ii. 
24. 32; iii. 26; xiii. 33, 34; xvii. 31), and yet Hie own act 

John ii. 19; x. 18); so His Ascension (as Chrysostom observes) 

called in Scripture an dydSagis, as well as an dvdAnyis, showing 

at once His Humanity and also His Divine power and Unity with 
the Father. 

By His Ascension into Heaven, our Great High Priest ful- 
filled the type of the Levitical Law (Levit. xvi. 2), and entered 
with His own Blood, once for all, into the Holy of Holies, even 
Heaven itself, where He ever liveth to make intercession for us. 
Heb. ix. 12; vii. 25. By. Pearson, On the Creed, Art. vi. 

- 505. 

— vepérAn] a cloud. He did not vanish by degrees; but a 
cloud comes as a chariot to convey Him to Heaven. Ps. civ. 3. 
(Chrys.) And in like manner He will reappear at the Jast Day. 
Daniel vii. ]O—13. Matt. xxiv. 30; xxvi. 64. Luke xxi. 27. 
Then shall they see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. Rev. i. 7, i800 Upxeras pera vepeday, 
behold He cometh with clouds. Accordingly ‘the cloud’ is the 
yveépiopa of Christ in the Apocalypse. See Rev. x. | and xiv. 
14—16. 

— bxdrafev] a cloud recetved Him; as a horse receives its 
rider on its back. Cp. Psalm Ixviii. 4. Observe iwd, beneath. 
Cp. Herod. i. 24. 

10. dreviCovres] ‘intentie oculis, rectis:' ‘‘ tendere oculos,” 
Lueret. i. 67: *‘tendens lumina,”’ Virg. En. ii. 405, one of the 
words used only by St. Luke (iv. 20; xxii. 56. Acts iii. 4, and 
eight other times in the Acts, iii. 12; vi. 15; vii. 55; x. 4; xi. 6; 
xiii. 9; xiv. 9; xxiii. 1) and by S¢. Paul (2 Cor. iii. 7. 13). 

One of the numerous evidences from diction, of identity of 
St. Luke with the Author of the Acts, and of his connexion with 
St. Paul. 

On the origin of the word drevi(w, to gaze intently, see 
Vaick. here, who says, “ drevhs significat valdé (endens, nervos 
tendens, valdé intentus. Euripides (in Alcmaon. ap. Heaych.), 
fine 8 arevhs dx’ ofkwr de homine qui cum summa virium con- 
tentione festinabat: hinc drevi(ew adhibetur de iis qui rectis 
atque infentis oculis intuentur: cp. Benél. ad Horat. i. 3. 18.” 

— xopevonévoy airod] as He was going up, in the cloud; as 
in a chariot of triumph to His heavenly city. Cp. Psalm civ. 3. 

— i80b BvBpes Bv0 wapeiorhxeicay| behold, two men were 
stana‘ng near them, while the Apostles were gazing up to heaven. 
The l%ov and the tense of the verb mark the suddenness of the 
appearance of the Angels. 

He calls them &y3pes, men, as Luke xxiv. 4, dvBpes 300, 
which he explains in ». 23 to be Angels (cp. also x. 3 with x. 30); 
so that there is no ground in this word for the allegation of some 


modern writers, that St. Luke does not mean to affirm that these 
two UvBpes were angels. And these two men announce Christ’s 
reception into heaven, and declare that He will come again from 
heaven in like manner. 

But why did not the Holy Spirit call them Angels 7? 

Because their message showed them so to be, and because 
they appeared as &3pes. Observe also they address the Apostles 
as &y3pes,— &v8pes TadsAaior,—and thus remind them and us, of 
the dignity to which our Auman nature is raised by the Ascen- 
sion of the Man Christ Jesus, and of our own nearness to Angels, 
and of the glorious hope to which we men—even though we be 
obscure Galileans—are thus advanced, of being equal to the 
Angels (igdyyeAc:) in the world to come. (Luke xx. 36.) The 
name of the Angel Gadriel, who is specially employed on em- 
bassies concerning the Incarnation,—or union of the Manhood to 
God,—is equivalent to dyhp @eoi, max of God. See on Luke 
i. 19. 

Angels are always ministering to Christ as their Lord at His 
Birth, at the Temptation in the Garden, at the Resurrection, at 
the Ascension. (Theophyl.) Cp. our Lord’s prophecy, John i. 51. 

‘‘ Ascendit Judex cceli ; sonuit preeco celi ; audierunt Apostoli 
angelicam vocem, ‘sic veniet,’ ad homines veniel ; homo veniet, 
sed Deus, homo veniet, ut impleatur quod scriptum est, videbunt 
in quem pupugerunt " (Zech. xii. 10), Aug. Serm. 265, on the 
Ascension,—a festival observed in his time on the fortieth day 
after the Resurrection: see ibid. This Festival is reckoned by 
Augustine (Epist. ad Januar. 54) as one of universal observation ; 
and as dating perhaps “‘ ab ipsis Apostolis.”’ 

12. ’EAa:@vos] Olivet: beneath which He had suffered His 
agony, and had been taken prisoner: thence He now ascends in 
glory. 

— caBBdrov fxov 63d¥] having a sabbath-day’s journey ; two 
thousand cubits. The distance between the Tabernacle and the 
furthest point of the camp in the wilderness. (Origen. in caten. 
Lightfoot, i. p. 740, and ii. p. 637.) The distance is not very 
clearly determined, on account of the difference of the measure of 
the cubit. Lightfoot and De Diew reckon it at about five stadia; 
Reland, Pal. i. 62, at six. See Williams, Holy City, p. 371. 


Chrysostom’e remark here, 3oxei por dv caBA dT y yeyordvat - 


tavra, is only put forth as a private conjecture. But Bengel well 
says (p. 489), “ Colligit bine Chrysostomus die Saddati eos re- 
versos esse in urbem. Malim statuere proprium in toto Oliveti 
Monte Ascensionis locum hac ab urbe distantié notari.” See next 
note. 


Note concerning the place of the AScENSION. 

St. Luke says that our Lord led out His disciples from Jeru- 
salem, éws eis ByGavlay, as far as Bethany (xxiv. 50), and bleased 
them, and ascended into heaven. 

The village of Bethany was about fifteen furlongs from 
Jerusalem (John xi. 18), or about éwice a Sabbath-day’s journey 
(see on v. 12). 

The village of Bethany was also on the eastern slope of the 
Mount of Olives, which was reckoned as five or six furlongs from 
Jerusalem. (Joseph. Ant. xx. 8.6. B. J. v. 2. 3.) 

Hence it has been inferred by some persons, that our Lord 
did not ascend from the summit of the Mount of Olives, but from 
the eastern slope of it. See note on Luke xxiv. 50. 

But this opinion, which has been strongly affirmed by Dr. 
Robinson (Palest. i. 375), may be questioned; and it is more 
probable that the Ascension took place either at the summit of 
Mount Olivet or near that point. See Wélliams, Holy City, pt. ii. 
chap. v. pp. 441— 445. 

The passage in the Acts (i. 12) being written by St. Luke 
after the passage in his Gospel (xxiv. 50), ought to be taken to 
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explain and complete it ; and not vice vered ; i.e. the mention of 
the Mount of Olives is designed to be supplementary to the 
reference to Bethany, and to interpret it. 

The term Bethany, as Lightfoot has shown (i. 252; ii. 485), 
is often used to describe the district of that village: which 
stretched toward Jerusalem, and touched the eudurd called Beth- 
phage, which extended eastward from Jerusalem to a distance of 
about 2000 cubits, or six furlongs, or a Sabbath-dav’s journey, 
on the Mount of Olives. (See Lightfoot, i. 252.) 

When, therefore, St. Luke says that our Lord led His dis- 
ciples out ase far as Bethany, he means that He led them to its 
point of contact with Bethphage on the Mount of Olives. 

This opinion, which has been well illustrated by Lightfoot, 
is confirmed by what Dr. Robineon himself calls (i. 375) one of 
the “earliest traditions of Palestine, and which points out the 
place of our Lord's Ascension on the summit of the Mount of 
Olives.”’ 

Lightfoot says (i. 252), “‘ The Jews’ Chorography will here 
help us. They tell us, ft70 thousand cubits was the suburbs of 
a city (Maym. in Schabh per. 27); and two thousand cubils 
were the bounds of a Sabbath, or a Sabbath-day’s journey. 
(Taim. in Sotah, per. 5.) 

“ Belhphage was of this nature; it was not a town upon 
Mount Olivet, as it hath been very generally supposed, and ac- 
cordingly placed in most maps; but it was that space of ground 
that lay from Jerusalem wal! forward towards Mount Olivet, and 
up Mount Olivet to the extent of fwo thousand cubits from the 
wall, or thereabout; and hereupon it was reputed by the Jews of 
the same qualification with Jerusalem, as a part of it, in divers 
respects. Talim. Bab. Pesachin. fol. 63, fac. 2, ‘ He that slays a 
thanksgiving sacrifice within, while the bread belonging to it is 
without the wall, the bread is not holy. What means without 
the wall?’ R. Tochanan saith, ‘without the wall of Beth- 
phage.’ And the same gloss useth the very same words again 
upon the same Tract, fol. 91, fac. 1. And again in the same 
Treatise, fol. 95, fac. 2, the Mishna eaith thus: ‘ The two loaves 
and the shewbread are allowable in the Temple court, and they 
are allowable in Bethphage.' Nay, the Gloss in Sanhedr. fol. 
14, fac. 1, saith, ‘ Bethphage was a place which was accounted 
as Jerusalem for ali things.’ So that the place called Beth- 
phage began from Jerusalem, and went onwards to and upon 
Mount Olivet, for the space of a Sabbath-day’s journey, or there- 
about ; and then degan the coast that was called Bethany. And 
hence it is that Luke saith that Christ, when He ascended into 
heaven, led forth His disciples as far as Bethany (Luke xxiv. 50), 
which elsewhere he showeth was the space of a Sabbath-day’s 
journey (Acts i. 12), which cannot be understood of the town 
Bethany; for that was fifteen furlongs (John xi. 18), or very 
near two Sabbath-days’ journey from Jerusalem; but that He led 
them over that space of ground which was called Bethphage, to 
that part of Olivet where it began to be called Bethany, and at 
ne place it was where Christ began His triumphant riding into 

city. 

The tradition that Christ ascended from the summit of the hill 
- Olivet, i mentioned by Eusedius, Bishop of Caesarea in Palestine, 
in his Demon. Evang. vi. 18, written about a.p. 315. Referring 
to the prophecy (Zech. xiv. 4, ‘‘ His feet shall stand upon the 
Mount of Olives’), he says, ‘‘ The feet of our Lord and Saviour 
—the Logos, or Word, Himself—by means of the Tabernacle of 
Humanity which He hath exalted (i.e. in His human Flesh), 
stood on the Mount of Olives, near the grotto there shown at this 
day ; after that He had prayed, and had delivered to His disciples 
the Mysteries concerning the consummation of all things, on the 
summit of the Mount of Olives ; whence He made His ascent into 
heaven.”’ It is also corroborated by S. Cyril writing at Jeru- 
salem in the fourth century, and Bishop of that city. See on 
Luke xxiv. 50. So Cassiodor. p. 159. 

In pictures of the Ascension, the prints of our Lord’s feet 
- often represented, impressed on the soil of the Mount of 

ves. 

This tradition is sometimes traced to S. Jerome, and he is 
quoted as saying (de locis Hebraicis, in Acta, in ». Olivetum), 
‘* Ultima vestigia Domini humi impresses hodie cernuntur.” This 
Treatise is not by S. Jerome (he himself is cited in it ». Smyrna) ; 
but it is not without its use, as representing the local opinion. 

It has indeed been alleged as an objection, that on this 
supposition the Ascension would have been in sight of Jerusalem. 

But this opinion seems to be grounded on a misconception 
of the nature of our Lord’s personal appearances after His resur- 
rection. 

When He walked on the public road to Emmaus, He was 
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not recognized even by the two disciples for some time (Lake 
xxiv. 16). And He Who appeared suddenly on several occasions 
to the disciples in the city of Jerusalem (John xx. 19. 26), and 
on the sea-shore in Galilee (xxi. 1), and to more than five hun- 
dred brethren at once (1 Cor. xv. 6), 80 ordered His disappear- 
ance at His Ascension, that He made it manifest, ‘‘ not to all the 
people, but to witnesses chosen before of God, even to those who 
did eat and drink with Him after He rose from the dead.’ 
(Acts x. 41.) 


This opinion that our Lord ascended from the Mount of 
Olives, at a distance of about six furlongs from Jerusalem, sheds 
light on other passages of Scripture, and is fraught with spiritual 
instruction. 

David, the type of Christ, wept as he went up the Mount 
of Olives, when he was rejected and resisted by his own people 
and son, (2 Sam. xv. 30—32.) 

On the Mount of Olives Christ, the Son of David, had wept 
over Jerusalem. (Luke xix. 41.) 

When David came to the top of the Mount of Olives, he 
worshipped, and sent his friend, Hushai the Archite, back to the 
city of Jerusalem (2 Sam. xv. 32—37), and Hushai’s counsel 
ab Nea sie ‘that of Ahitophel, the type of Judas. (2 Sam. 
xvii. 1—23. 

May there not be here some typical reference to the parting 
of our Lord from His faithful Apostles in this place ? 

Dr. Lightfoot says (ii. p. 486), ‘‘That place of Mount 
Olivet, where Christ ascended (viz. that part of the mount where 
Bethphage ended and Bethany began), was perhaps the very 
same place mentioned 2 Sam. xv. 32, or certainly not far off, 
where David in his flight taking leave of the Ark and Sanctuary, 
looked back and worshipped God ; where, if any one would be at 
the pains to inquire why the Greek interpreters retain the word 
‘Pos, Ros, both here and in ch. xvi. 1], 4» AaBid épyduevos fos 
Tov ‘P&s, and David came unto Ros: and Aafid rapiAGew Bpaxd 
tt dxd Tov ‘Pas, and David passed on a little way from Ros, he 
will find a knot not easy to be unticd.” 

So Lightfoot. But is not the word ‘Pas of the LXX in those 

, the same as the Hebrew word used in both these places, 
wih rosh, the head, or summit of the Mount (of Olives)? And 
was not the summit so called in the popular language ? 

And if so, then this circumstance seems to increase the pro- 
bability that our Lord ascended from the summit of that mount. 

Again, on the Mount of Olives Christ had predicted the 
future destruction of Jerusalem (Matt. xxiv. 3), and His own 
second coming to Judgment (xxiv. 30). 

What more suitable than that the scene of suffering should 
also be the scene of glory purchased by suffering ? 

What more proper, than that He should ascend in that 
place, where He had pre-announced His future descent in glory ? 

The Angels themselves seem to refer to this fitness of place 
in their address to the Apostles (Acts i. 11), ‘‘ This same Jesus 
shall so come, as ye have seen Him go;” and it is worthy of re- 
mark, that the voice of Ancient Prophecy points to some future 
manifestation of the Messiah’s glory on the Mount of Olives. 
(Zech. xiv. 4. Ezek. xi. 23.) 

Again; it was from the border of Bethany, and its point of 
contact with Bethphage on the Mount of Olives (see on Mark 
xi. 1), that our Lord had begun to ride in triumph, as King and 
Saviour, into the City of Jerusalem. Thai triumphal entry 
seems to have been typical and prophetical. It is an appropriate 
and beautiful circumstance, that, at that point in the Mount of 
Olives where He began His triumphal entry into the earthly 
city, He also began His triumphal journey to the Jerusalem that 
is above, as King and Saviour of the World, riding on the clouds 
of heaven. 

Hence also we may perhaps recognize the reason why the 
remarkable term “a Sabbath-day'’s journey’ is used here to 
describe the distance which the Apostles walked, from what is 
here specified as the place of the Ascension. 

This is the only passage in the New Testament where “a 
Sabbath-day's journey ’’ is mentioned at all; and it seems sur- 
prising at first, that it should be mentioned by St. Luke writing 
for Gentiles, and should be specified in reference to an event 
posterior to the Resurrection, when the Jewish seventh-day Sab- 
bath had ceased to be obligatory. 

There surely must be therefore eome inner meaning in this 
expression, “a Sabbath-day’s journey,'’ used in connexion with 
that glorious event, the consummation of Christ’s earthly ministry, 
His Ascension into heaven. What can that be? 

The Sabbath was a type of that rest, which, after their week 
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of this world’s work, remaineth to the people af God, in that place 
of repose where they rest from their labours (Heb. iv. 9. Rev. 
xiv. 13), and whence they will pass, by a joyful Resurrection and 
Ascension, to the heavenly city of the great King. 

The return of the Apostles with joy by a Sabbath-day’s 
journey to the earthly Jerusalem from the place of Ascension, 
whence their Saviour mounted in glory to the heavenly Jeru- 
salem, may be designed to suggest the cheering assurance, that 
they who contemplate on earth the Ascension of the Lord, and 
stand looking up stedfastly into heaven, and ascend in Aeart and 
sind with Him Who is the Prince of Peace, and continually 
dwell in spirit with Him there, will pass by a Sabbath-day’s 
journey through the grave and gate of death into the Jerusalem 
—or City of Peace—that is above, and there enjoy the beatific 
vision of eternal peace. ‘‘ Qui gloriam Domini ad Patrem ascen- 
dentis inéus intueri merebitur, hic Sabbati itinere urbem perpeture 
pacis ingreditur.”’ (Bede.) 

18. 7d twepgov] sc. ofxnua. swrepgoy is properly an adjective 
(Valek.); not an upper room, but the upper room, my (Vi- 
tringa, de Synag. p. 145, and Lightfoot here, p. 638). The 
definite article points to some place already used as the resort of 
the Apostles, of 4oay xarauévorres, as is said here. Ancient 
authorities assert that this was no other than the large dvdryeov 
or upper room (see on Mark xiv. 15), in which our Blessed Lord 
had celebrated the last Passover, and had instituted the first Eu- 
charist, and where He had appeared on the two successive Sun- 
days after His Resurrection from the dead. 

Here it would seem the Apostles were afterwards assembled 
when the Holy Ghost descended upon them. S. Cyril, Bishop 
of Jerusalem, affirms (Catech. xvi.) that 7d Mvedua rd Aytov Kat- 
HAGev dvravéa ev rH ‘lepovcadAhw, and that this Upper Room 
was afterwards called 4 dvwrépa ray dworrdAwy exxanola. Cp. 
&. Jerome, Epist 86, Ep. Paulse, and Bede, De locis sanctis, c. 3. 
Cave, Primitive Christianity, i.6. Hither the Apostles resorted 
for prayers, and for the Holy Communion. See note below on 
Acts ii. 2.46; v.42. And so says Bp. Pearson here, “ Ibi Ecclesia 
videtur esse constituta. Nam, ut narrat Epiphanius, lib. de 
Pond. c. 14, cum Adrianus imperator Hierosolyma adiret, invenit 
urbem totam funditus eversam, et templum Dei dirutum, wapexrds 
OAlywy oixnudrwy, ral ris Tov Oeov exxAnalas, pexpas ovens, 
quam ibi collocatam asserit, ubi discipuli reversi, cam Salvator 
ascendit & Monte Oliveti, d»¢Snoay eis rd brepgov. ‘Exet yap 
@xoddunto, rovréoriy dv rE pépes Liev. Nicephorus etiam tradit. 
Helenam Constantini matrem amplissimum in Sione templam 
erexisse; in cujus postico domum circumclusit, ubi facta est 7 
vou aylov Myedtparos xdéo8os dv TG bwepeyg, lib. viii. c. 30.”’ 

Therefore this ‘‘ upper room”’ on Mount Sion at Jerusalem 
was the first Church in the world,—the primitive Church of 
Christendom. 

There is one God, and in this one Godhead there is one 
Father, one Son, and one Holy Ghost; and there is one Church 
of God from the beginning to the end of the world. Perhaps the 
continuous unity of the Church was marked by the fact, that the 
game upper room which had seen the celebration of the last Pass- 
over, saw also the administration of the first Eucharist by Christ. 
And perhaps this unity was displayed further when this same 
upper room saw the first appearance of the Son of God to His 
assembled Apostles after His Resurrection on the First Lord’s 
Day; and when this upper room, to which they resorted for 
prayer to God the Father (see Acts iv. 23, 24), saw also the 
descent of God the Holy Ghost upon them. See below, ii. 46. 

— "lwdvyns}] John. So A, B,C, D. Elz. places James before 
John. In the three Lists of the Apostles (Matt.x.2. Mark iii. 
16. Luke vi. 14) before the Ascension, James comes before John, 
and in the two former of them, Andrew comes next to Peter. In 
the three Lists in the Gospels, Bartholomew comes before 
Thomas: in both of St. Luke’s lists, Simon Zelotes comes before 
Jude. The only names which occupy the same places in all are, 

1. Peter. 

5. Philip. 

9. James, the son of Alphzeus, probably the same as the 
Lord’s Brother. See next note. 

— ‘“Id«eBos *AAdalov] James the son Of Alpheus. It has 
been inferred by some, that this St. James, the Apostle, was not 
the ‘ Lord’s brother,’ because it is added here that the brethren 
of the Lord (v. 14) were also present. But James might well be 
distinguished from the offer brethren of the Lord, as Mary is 
from the olher yuvaixes here, and as Joseph is from the other 
Putriarchs in vii. 9, and as Peter is from the ofher Apostles in 


1 Cor. ix. 8. See below on xii. 17, and the Infroduction to the 
Epistle of St. James; and the article on St. James in Dr. Wm. 
Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible, 1860. 

12. Judas, succeeded by Matthias. 

— Zluwv 6 Znawrhs}] Simon Zelotes. See Matt.x. 4. He is 
called the Cananite by St. Matthew and St. Mark iii. 18, but 
Zelotes (the Greek synonym of Cananite) by St. Luke vi. 15, as 
here; a mark of counexion between the Author of St. Luke’s 
Gospel and the Acts. 

This mention of Simon, thus placed between James and 
Jude, the brother of James, confirms the opinion of some ancient 
writers, that Simon Zelotes, or the Cananife, was the same as 
the Simon who is mentioned as one of “the brethren of our 
Lord” ( James, Simon, and Jude”) in Matt. xiii. 55. Mark 
vi. 3; and therefore that Simon Zelotes is no other than Symeon 
(which is the same name as Simon, see below, xv. 14. 2 Pet. i. 1), 
who succeeded his brother James, ‘‘the Lord’s brother,” in the 
Episcopal See of Jerusalem. See Eused. (iii. 11, cp. iii. 22), who 
says that ufter the death of St. James, the survivors of the 
Apostles and disciples at Jerusalem met together, and unani- 
mously chose Symeon, the son of Clopas, to be the successor of 
St. James; this Symeon being a cousin of the Lord (cp. Eused. 
iv. 22); for Hegesippus testifies that Clopas, his father, was 
brother of Joseph. Cp. Euseb. iv. 22, where Clopas is called 
by Hegesippus Ocios of Christ. In another place Eusebiug (iii. 
32) designates this Symeon as a son of the Mary described in the 
Gospel as wife of Clopas, and asserts that this Symeon, the 
second Bishop of Jerusalem, suffered martyrdom under Trajan, at 
the age of 120. Hegesippus also states that several persons of 
this family were chosen to preside over Churches, on the ground 
of their relationship to Christ. (Euseb. iii. 20.) on 

—lovdas "laxéBov)] Jude, brother of James: cp. Luke vi. 
16. Jude 1. Examples of this ellipsis of 43eApés, or brother, 
from profane writers, may be seen in Valck. ond Kuin. Cp. 
Winer, G. G. p. 171. 

Doubtless the words “loU8as “IaxéBov might mean Jude, 
son of James; but it is not probable that James would have had 
a son old enough to be an Apostle; and the context must deter- 
mine how the ellipse is to be supplied; and probably when 
St. Luke published the Acts, most Christians knew what the re- 
lationship between James and Jude was. See below, the Infro- 
duction to St. Jude’s Epistle. 

14. xpocxaprepovyres] One of the words often repeated in the 
Acts in relation to Church communion, and declaring its duties 
and privileges. Here the duty prescribed is perseverance and 
stedfastness in Christian faith and worship. See ii. 42. 46; vi 4. 
Cp. Rom. xii. 12. 

— duoSvua8éy}] With one heart and soul. The Holy Spirit 
writing by St. Luke, is constantly inculcating this word in this 
history of the Primitive Church. He applies it to the Apostles 
here; to the 120 (ii. 1), to the whole body of believers (ii. 46). 
Cp. iv, 24; v. 12; xv. 25, and Rom. xv. 6. 

He thus reminds all future generations, that maintenance of 
Unity of Pastors among themselves, and of Pastors and People, is 
the duty of each and all, and is the characteristic of the Church. 
It was a fruit of Christ’s doctrine (John xv. 12) and prayer 
(xvii. 21), and of His legacy (xiv. 27), and of His breathing upon 
them (xx. 22), and was matured by the descent of the Holy 
Ghost. 

On éw) rd aid, see v. 15. 

— 1H spocevxf] Elz. adds, xal tH Sefoe:, which is not in 
A, B, C, D, E, H, nor in the Vulgate, Syriac, and other Versions. 

Another note of connexion with St. Luke’s Gospel. See on 
Luke v. 16. 

— ory yuvatl] with the women. A remarkable notice; in the 
Jewish Temple, the Women were not admitted to worship God 
together with men, but were parted off into a separate court 
(Joseph. Ant. xv. 11.5), “the Court of the Women;’’ and in 
the Synagogues also the women were separated from the men 
(Philo, ii. 476). But in Christ Jesus, Who is the Woman’s Seed, 
‘‘ there is neither male nor female’’ (Gal. iii. 28), and the wall of 
separation is broken down. The women here assembled with the 
disciples, were probably Mary Magdalene, Salome, Joanna, and 
Susanna, and others mentioned in Luke viii. 2, 3; xxiii. 49. 55; 
xxiv. 10. 

— Maplq] Mary. “ Propter excellentiam distinguitur a ceete- 
ris.” (Valck.) In the Gospels the blessed Virgin Mary is not 
mentioned as accompanying Christ from place to place with His 
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Apostles; and this is the last place where her name occurs in 
Holy Scripture. 

The Holy Spirit takes leave of her here, associated with the 
Apostolic company of worshippers in the Upper Room at Jerusa- 
lem. She is one of those who there continue stedfast in prayer. 
How unlike the spirit and language of the Holy Ghost is that 
will-worship, which takes her out of that holy fellowship of prayer, 
and makes her an object of adoration ! 

In recent times the blessed Virgin is often represented in 
Paintings as present at the Ascension; but Arator, writing at 
Rome in the sixth century, in his poetical Version of the Acts, 
addressed to Pope Vigilius, speaks of her as waiting at Jerusalem 
for the return of the Apostles from the Mount of Olives, v. 55: 


‘¢ Moenia nota petunt, gud tunc statione sedebat 
Porta Maria Dei, Genetrix intacta Creantis 
A Nato formata suo.” 


15. a3eApar] So A, B,C. Elz. pabnray. 

— dvoudrwy} names. A Hebraism for persons. Vorst. de 
Hebr. p. 350. Cp. Rev. ii. 13; iii. 4, and Wefst. here. But it 
may bave a deeper Christian sense: see on iv. 36. 

— éxl td abréd] together ; at the same place and time. A fa- 
vourite expression with the Author of the Acts, and like duo@upa- 
dv, a note of Church-unity (see ». 14), a watchword of the Church, 
and of every faithful member of it. See below, ii. 1, duodunaddy 
éx) 7d abrd. ii. 44, Foray dx rd ard. Cp. on ii. 47. Hence 
Ignat. ad Magnes. 7, dw) 7d absrd pla xpocevxh, ula 8énors, 
els vos, ula éAwls, évy dydwp. Clemens Romanua, i. 34, jpeis 
év duovolg ex) 7d atrd cuvaxbértes. 

"16. &vdpes &8eApol] On this speech, see S. Jren. iii. 12. 

17. 81:1] because He was their d3nyds, or leader; because 
being one of us ‘he knew the place ” (John xviii. 2) where. and 
the time when, He might be taken; and because it had been 

rophesied that one of His familiar friends should betray Christ. 

s. xii. 9. 

— dv nuiv] Elz. has cby nyiy. But év isin A, B, C, D, E, 
H, and in Vulg., Syriac, and other Versions, and is more ex- 
pressive. He was not only numbered with us, but én us, i.e. in 
our Apostolic body. 

— frayxe thy xAjpov] He calls it a lot (see below, v. 26), 
because it was not by their own desert, but by God’s grace that 
they were called to their office. (Chrys.) Hence the word Clerus, 
or Clergy. See Vales. in Eused. vi. 43. 

The Acts of the Apostles, if we may so speak, prepared a 
Christian Onomasticon, or Vocabulary for the Church, e. g. in its 
use of the words émioxorh, v. 20, xperBvrepot, xpioriavol, and 
others. 

18. éxrfaoaro}] he was the moving cause of the purchase (see 
Gregor. Moral. i. c. 9). It bas been alleged by some recent 
Expositors, that this statement is at variance with Matt. xxvii. 
6—8, where it is said that the Chief Priests purchased the field 
with thirty pieces of silver; and that St. Luke could not have been 
acquainted with St. Matthew’s Gospel, or he would riot have in- 
serted this statement. But the fact is, that St. Luke’s assertion 
is in harmony with St. Matthew’s, and is supplementary to it. 

The Holy Spirit in Scripture is wont to trace human actions 
to their first causes ; and to treat the principal ayenis as account- 
able for the whole transaction, though done, as Scripture itself 
records, by the instrumentality of others. 

This is what might be expected in divine history ; and there 
is a solemn moral lesson in it. 

Thus in this book the Jews are four times said to have ers- 
cified Jesus (Acts ii. 23 and 36, and iv. 10 and v. 30), though 
they could not put any one to death (Jobn xviii. 31); but they 

sare said to have crucified Him, because they used the instru- 
mentality of Pilate for that purpose. Thus Pilate is said to have 
scourged Jesus (John xix. 1), and Joseph to have hewn a tomb 
(Matt. xxvii. 60), and Christ to have baptized disciples (John 
iv. 1), though they only caused these things to be done. Thus 
also (vii. 9) the Patriarchs are said to have sold Joseph into 
Egypt, though they had no intention that he should go there. 
Thus the Jews are even said to Aave laid Christ in the tomb 


(xiii. 29), though this was only a consequence in which they took 
no part, of His death, which was not inflicted by them, but by a 
heathen power, at their instance. 

If such modes of speech as these—and others that could be 
adduced—are considered, it will hardly be denied, that Judas, 
who received the thirty pieces of silver, and who refurned them 
to the Chief Priests, and, as it were, forced them upon them by 
throwing them down in the Temple (Matt. xxvii. 5), was the 
cause and prime mover of the purchase of the field, which was 
bought with that sum ; and that he may be said to have been its 
purchaser. 

It cannot be rightly argued, that there is a discrepancy here 
between the two Evangelists, and that one of them is in error; 
and that St. Luke was not ecquainted with St. Matthew’s state- 
ment, because he does not repeat it. It might as well be inferred, 
that St. Luke, or the Apostles, or those whose speeches he is re- 
cording, were not acquainted with the facts of the Crucifixion 
itself, because we read in the Acts that the Jews crucified Jesus, 
and laid Him in a ¢omé ; or that St. Luke in writing the Acts did 
not remember what he himself had said in his “‘ former treatise,”’ 
his Gospel, because he does not repeat his own words concerning 
the same events, but adds some new incidents to his narrative : 
e. g. with regard to the Ascension. 

Rather, he thus shows the independence of his own testi- 
mony. 
ve may also be conjectured with probability, that Judas 
rh in other respects be regarded as the purchaser of the 
field ; 

For, it is evident from S¢. Matthew's account (xxvii. 5), that 
as soon as he had cast down the thirty pieces in the Temple he 
went and hanged himself; 

It appears also from St. Peter’s speech here (Acts i. 19), 
that the field was the place of his death: see on v. 19; 

And the Field was purchased after his death (Matt. xxvii. 6). 

It is remarkable, that a field in the neighbourhood of a great 
City, which was to serve as a Public Cemetery, should bave been 
purchaseable for so small a sum as thirty pieces of silver, or 
shekels, i. e. for less than five pounds ; 

How is this to be explained? Probably from the circum- 
stance intimated by St. Peter, that it had been polluted by the 
horrible death of Judas; whence it was called Aceldama; and 
that it was regarded with a feeling of execration on that account. 
Hence also it was, that when purchased for this paltry sum, it 
was applied to an unclean use, i.e. to be a burial-piace; a burial- 
place for févo:, strangers, heathens, unclean persons, whom the 
Jews would not admit into their cemeteries. 

It might well be said then, that in this sense, by defiling it, 
Judas had been instrumental in the purchase of the field; he had 
made it unavailable for any other than an unclean use, and had 
rendered it purchaseable by the Chief Priests for the miserable 
sum of thirty pieces of silver, which he had received from them 
as the wages of iniquity, and had then thrown back in remorse 
into their hands. : 

See below, vii. 9; xiii. 29, and Whitby’s note here; and 
above on Matt. viii. 5. 

— dx pic80v] So A, B, C, D, E, H. Elz. rov picbov. 

— xpnvhs yerdpevos] falling on his face, “‘ pronus in faciem 
prolapsus. xpnvhs, exl axpédcewoy.” (Hesych.) éxl orduaros. 
(Phavorin.) 

Judas, the betrayer of Christ, was prefigured in the manner 
of his death, i.e. hanging, by Ahitophel the traitor, and Absalom 
the rebel against David. ( Bede.) 

— éddxnoe péoos}] he burat asunder in the midst; after he 
had hanged himself. St. Matthew says clearly (xxvii. 5), dq- 
frytaro, he hanged himself; the same word as is used by the Sep- 
tuagint in 2 Sam. xvii. 23 to describe the death of Ahitophel. 
Ahitophel was a type of Judas in his nearness to David’s person, 
in his treachery, and in his death. And the word used to describe 
Ahitophel’s death by the LXX may serve to remove the sup- 
posed ambiguities with regard to the manner of the death of his 
antitype Judas. See on Matt. xxvii. 5, where Kuin. after Wet- 
stein (p. 459) and Vaiek. (p. 324), well says, “‘ Locus Matthai 
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cum loco Luce facillimé potest componi, si statuitur, Mattheeum | 29. Cp. lix. 11—15), imprecates on him, He imprecates on them ; 


exposuisse mortis genus, Lucam vero attigisse ejus eventum. 
Judas egritudine animi commotus, laqueo sibi mortem conscivit 
(4rfytaro), laqueo autem, sive pendentis corporis Judse gravi- 
tate, sive alid qudcunque de caussA disrupto, ex altiore loco, é 
rupe, preeceps ac pronus delapsus est, ita, ut diffisso corpore, in- 
testina diffasa sint. Apuleius Met. i. p. 12, ascenso grabatulo ad 
exitium sublimatus immisso capite laqueum induo; sed dum pede 
altero fulcimentum, quo sustinebar, repello, ut ponderis deductu 
restis ad ingluviem adstricta spiritus officia discluderet, repenté 
putris alioqui et vetus funis rumpitur, atque ego de alto decidens 
in terram devolvor.”” Cp. Cholin, f. 56 (ap. Welstein), *‘ Ara- 
meus quidam vidit hominem qui de tecto in plateam decidit, et 
ruptus est ejus venter, et viscera ejus effiuxerunt.’’ Meyer says 
(p. 30) that St. Luke is at variance with St. Matthew, and ‘fol- 
lows another tradition, according to which Judas did not destroy 
himself.’’ Others (Strauss and Zeller), on the plea of this al- 
leged discrepancy, deny the fact of his death altogether | 
With this account in the speech of St. Peter compare the 
narrative of the death of Judas by Papias, the contemporary of 
the Apostles, and Bishop of Hierapolis, in the fragment preserved 
by Theophylact (pp. 16. 195. Gicumen. p. 11), and in Cramer’s 
Catena, p. 12, where Apollinarius says, ovx évawdbavey Ti 
dyxorp "Iod8as, GAA’ eweBlw, xadaipeOels pd Tov dwonviyivat: 
and he then introduces the relation under the name of Papias (cp. 
Routh, R. S. i. p. 9), which explains St. Peter’s words, xpyyhs 
yevdpevos éAdunoe udoos, by the xpyouds and Syxwors of the 
body, and which states that Judas died in his own'field, év l3ig 
xuply. 
y Cp. also the lines of Arator :— 
“‘ Mercedem sceleris solvit sibi, teedia vite 

Horruit ipse sue, stringens in gutture vocem ; 

Aéris in medio, ccelo terraque perosus 

Inter utrumque perit 

Viscera rupta cadunt nullis condenda sepulchris.”’ 


On the death of the heeresiarch Arius as compared with that 
of Judas, see Athanas., Ep. ad Serapion. vol. i. § 3, p. 270. 

19. ‘IepovcarAfu] See above, i. 4. 

— "AxeA8aud) Akel-dama. Syr. [o? Vaux Chald. spy ben 
ager cadis, &ypbs aluaros, Matt. xxvii. 8. (Kuin.) A, B have 
d&xeA8audy (D has dneASaiudy), and so Lach., Tisch., Alf. 

It was called ‘‘ field of blood "’ for a double reason, 

As bought with the price of blood, Matt. xxvii. 8. 

As sprinkled with the blood of him who took that price. 

It was near Mount Sion, to the south side of it. (Jerome, 
de locis Hebr.) Cp. Routh, R. 8. i. 24. Robinson, Palestine, i. 
524. Winer, i. 188. It would therefore be near the valley of 
Hinnom. S. Chrys. (on v. 26) observes that this name was given 
by the Jews, by a providential dispensation from God: wydpocay 
oSrw, obk ei8éres, xaddwep Kaidgas wpoephrevcey, oin cides. 

20. yéyparru: ydp] for il is written. This citation is from 
two Psalms, lxix. 25, cix. 8, and almost verdalim from the LXX 
Version used by the Hellenistic Jews, for whom, as well as for 
Gentile converts, St. Luke specially wrote, and has been well har- 
monized with the original Hebrew by Surenhusius, p. 383. 

The only notable variation is adrov for abrayv. 

This substitution of abrov for abraéy may be explained from 
St. Peter’s own words, that Judas was leader to those who took 
Jesus, v. 16. Ina word, "Ioddas, the false Apostle who betrayed 
his Master to death, stands forth as the representative of the 
faithless "lovdaio:. His end is a type of theirs. What the Mes- 
siah, the King and Judge of all men, pronouncing a divine sen- 
tence by the mouth of the Psalmist! (Ps. cxix. 5—7 ; Ixix. 22— 





1 This, as 8S. Augustine has already shown (see his Serm. 22, 
where he refers to St. Peter's specch), is the true view of the male- 
dictions in the Psalms. They are not curses pronounced by David 
or by any man, in his own person, but they are Prophetical Commi- 

Vor. I1.—Parr Il. 


and the death of their /eader is a warning to those who were led 
by him, what their destruction will be, unless they repent. In 
Judas the Holy Spirit sees the Jewish nation personified; and 
finally, Jerusalem herself, because she would not repent, became 
an Aceldama, or field of blood. 

— eat a sheep-cote. An allusion to the pastoral office 
of Judas. ‘ &ravArs respondet Hebraico nomini sym quod proprié 
domum pastoritiam cum stabulo significat, deinde verd etiam de 
castello et domicilio quocunque adhiberi solet : v. Michaélis Sup- 
plem. ad Lexx. Hebrr. p. 1011 sqq. Hesych.: travais, udyBpa 
Bowv, 4 ofenua, ) abdAh, } orparowedia, nal 4 womperixh abaAh.”’ 
(Kuin.) 

— émioxorhy] bishop-ric, overseer-ship. Ti inspectionem, 
visitationem (Numb. iv. 16; xvi. 29. Isa. x. 3. Jer. x. 15); and 
so prepared by the use of the LXX Version to designate the 
Episcopal office (rhy lepwotvryny, Chrys.), in which Matthias suc- 

ed to Judas. Cp. 1 Tim. iii. 1. Clem. Rom. i. 42. 44. 

The same may be said of the word «Ajjpos, clerus, as used 
here, vv. 17. 25, 26 (see note there), as a preparation for its ap- 
plication to the Ministers or Clergy of the Church. 

We may observe here the purpose of Almighty God in 
having prepared a Greek Version, i.e. the LXX, made by Jews 
themselves, of the Old Testament Scriptures, for the use of the 
Apostles and Evangelists in adopting names for the regimen and 
officers of the Church, and in disseminating the Gospel through- 
out the world. 

— AaBérw) So A, B,C, D. Elz. AdBo. 

21. 56 Kuépios *Inaots) the Lord Jesus. This word Képios = 
Lord, Jehovah (see on v. 6 and ii. 36), applied to Christ, the 
Lord of the world, and Head of the Kupiax, or Church, ever 
regulating her affairs by His Spirit, and maintaining her cause 
by His Power from His Throne in heaven,—may be regarded as 
the Key-note to the History of the Acts of the Apostles. 

He it is who chooses Matthias in place of Judas (i. 24). 
He sends the Holy Ghost to His Church (ii. 33—35). He adds 
believers to her daily (ii. 47). He works Miracles by the hands 
of His Apostles (iii. 6; iv. 10). To Him St. Stephen prays at 
the hour of death (vii. 59, 60). He calls Saul with a voice from 
heaven (ix. 5). He sends Ananias to baptize him (ix. 10. 15). 
He sends Peter to Cornelius (x. 4. 14. 36). His Angel delivers 
Peter and destroys Herod (xii. 7. 23). He ‘calls Paul to Mace- 
donja (xvi. 9, 10). He comforts Paul at Jerusalem (xxiii. 11). 
And, finally, the book closes with the declaration, that Paul 
preaches at Rome, the heathen capital of the world, “ the things 
concerning the Lorp Jgsus ” (xxviii. 31). 

22. dptduevos}] having begun. See v. 1, and Luke xziii. 5. 
Winer, p. 517. 

— pdprupa ris dvacrdcews] a witness of His resurrection. 
Because this was the question at issue, —Is Christ risen from the 
dead? All other things in His history were manifest; this was 
more private, and known comparatively to a few, and it was to be 
believed and confessed by all. (Chrys.) 

23. nal tornoay 8t0] And they set out two, apart from the 
rest. Our Lord did not supply the place of Judas, when He was on 
earth, but left that place vacant at His Ascension, and to be sup- 
plied after it; and He did supply it from heaven, in answer to 
their prayer to Him as God. See ov. 24—26: “Show whom 
Thou bast chosen.”’ ‘The lot was cast into the lap, but the dis- 
posing thereof was of the Lord.” (Prov. xvi. 33.) 

Thus He educated them in the fundamental doctrine of 
Church polity, viz. that the Church is ruled and protected by 
Him,—not visibly present in budy, but sitting on His Royal 
Throne, in power and glory, at the right band of God. 


nations, Judicial Sentences, uttered by the Great God and Judge of 
all—Christ; they are rehearsals of the Sentence of the Great Day; 
and as such they are evidences of the Inspiration of the Psalms. 
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ACTS I. 24—26. I. 1. 


kat Mariav. ™* Kai mpocevéadpevor elzav, Sd, Kipue, xapdioyvoora ravrev, 


avadefov bv éfehéfw ex TovTwy trav Svo eva, * daBew rov Kdjpov THs Svaxovias 
TavTns Kat amootohns, ad hs tapeBn ‘Iovdas, wopevPnvar eis tov Tém0v TOY 


2%" Kat wav xdypous avrav, kal émevev 6 KAnpos ert Marfiay, cai ovy- 


t 1 Sam. 16. 7. 
tdvov. 
wu 1 Chron. 2¢. 5. 
KatelmpiaGn pera Tav evdexa arroaTddwy. 
a Lev. 23. 15. 
eh. 1. 14. 


€ . 9 A Q >. # 
GpoOvpadov Eri To ard. 


II. }* Kat &v t@ ovpmdnpodoba rHv Hpéepav rhs evrnxoorys yoav amavres 





— "loveros] Justus. Concerning whom see Eused. iii. 39. 

24. Kupie] O Lord. This prayer is addressed to Christ. Cp. 
dterdto here, and éfeA¢taro, i. 2. The Apostles are sent by Him. 
See v. 21. 

25. ad’ hs] So A, B,C, D. Elz. has e& fs, but it seems 
more fitting to say that he went aside from it than ox of it. 

— els roy réxoy roy Woy) to hie own place. See S. Ignat. 
ad Magnes. c. 5, éwel ody rédos Ta apdypara txet, nad éwixerras 
+ S60 duou, 8 re Odvaros nal 7 (wh, nal exaoros eis Toy Y3:0y 
vémov péedAAet xwpeiy. Soin a good sense St. Peter is said by 
S. Clement of Rome (i. 5) to have gone, after his labours and 
martyrdom, «is roy dpecAduevoy réxoy tHs BdEns. Cp. Polycarp 
ad Phil. 9, where he speaks of St. Paul and other Christian mar- 
tyrs: dr: obra: wdvres obx els xevdy ESpayov, GAN’ év wlores Kad 
Sicacoadvy, nal Sri cis Thy dMetAdpevoy aitois réwoy cio) 
mapa Te Kuply, @ xal cuvéxa9ov. The Rabbinical writers in- 
terpret Numb. xxiv. 25 in a cognate sense: ‘‘ Balaam ivit in 
locum euum, i.e. in gehennam. Targum Eccles. vi. 6, Die mortis 
sus descendit anima ejus in gehennam, in locum unum, quo 
omnes peccatores abeunt.” (Ligh{foot, Hor. Hebr. et Talm. ad 
h. 1., and Wreistein here.) And this, though it be perhaps an in- 
correct exposition, yet shows the meaning conveyed by the phrase 
to a Jewish ear. 

The place of Judas was locus suus, a place of his own proper 
procurement; devils were not ordained of God for hell-fire, but 
hell-fire for them. Hooker, Appendix to bk. v. p. 571. 

On this text see also Bp. Bull’s two Sermons, proving that 
‘¢ the soul subsists after death in a place of abode prepared for it 
by God, till the Resurrection; and that this middle slate of hap- 
piness or misery is allotted by God to every man immediately 
after death, according as he has done good or evil in this life.” 
(Serm. ii. and iii. vol. i. pp. 23—82.) 

Against the erroneous notions of a sleep of the soul, and of a 
purgatory, see above, on Luke xvi. 22. 

28. Kal Ewxay xAhpous] And they gave lots. For the Holy 
Spirit was not yet given. While this was so, they committed the 
matter to lot; but never resorted to it after the day of Pentecost. 
{Chrys.) They had a precedent in the Scripture of the Old Tes- 
tament for the use of lots. The Land of Promise was divided by 
lot (Josh. xiv. 2), and the first king of Israel was chosen by lot 
(1 Sam. x. 17). 

The word Clerus, as applied to the Clergy, appears to have 
deen suggested by the use made of the term in the LXX and in 
this passage. As Chrys. says on YAaye: “EAaxe Toy KAjipoy rijs 
S:axovlas ravrns’ KAFpow 88 adrdy Kade Seixvds Tijs Tov Ocov 
Xdprros To way by, xal avauiurhoxey abrovs Tay wmadaidy, Bri b 
@ebs avro’s éxAnpdcaro xabdwrep rots Acutras. 

Num. xviii. 24, Vers. LXX: éym 4 mepls cou wal 4 KAn- 
povdula cov. 

** Propterea vocantur Clerici, vel quia de sor¢e sunt Domini, 
vel quia Dominus sors, id est pars, Clericorum est.”’ S. Hieron. 
ad Nepotian. de vité Clericoram. 

KAjjpos, Td otornua tev Siaxdywy Kal xpecBurépwr. 
Suidas, 

— avray] A, B, C have abrois, which may be the right 
reading, and then the sense would be, ‘they presented lots to 
them.’ Perhaps they placed in an urn two papers, on one of 
which the word ‘ Apostle ’ was written, and he who drew that lot 
(voy xAjpov) was numbered with the Eleven. 

xAfpous abray does not mean ‘ their lots’ (which would have 
been rovs xAfpous), but lots on which their names were written ; 
and if this is the right reading, then it is probable that the names 
of the two were put into an urn, and he whose name first fell out 
(&rece), was elected. 

The precise mode, which was here used in the election of 
Matthias, seems to have been left in uncertainty, that it might not 
be used as an example for the future ordinations of the Christian 
Ministry. 

— krecey) fell, as from an urn. Cp, Levit. xvi. 8. Homer, 
I. v. 316. Livy xxi. 42, “ ut cujusque sors exciderat.” xzxiii. 3, 
*‘ nominibus in urnam conjectis quod primum forte nomen exci- 


derat.” 
nomen.” 

— xal avyxareyngicin] and he (Matthias) was numbered 
with the eleven Apostles. An important text, as showing the 
equality of Matthias (chosen by Christ after the Ascension) to 
Peter, and to any other of the rest of the Apostles, chosen by Christ 
on earth; and showing also the equality of the several eleven 
Apostles among themselves. This principle of Apostolic equality 
was still further extended in the Second Apostolic Ordination 
mentioned in the Acts,—the Ordination of Barnabas and Seul. 
See note below on xiii. 1—3. 


Horat. Carm. iii. 1. 16, “Omne capax movet urna 


Cu. II. 1. év 7G cupwAnpovoba rt. }.) when the day of Pen- 
lecost, or the Fiftieth, was being filled up, as the complement to 
the forty-nine, which were counted from the morrow of the day of 
unleavened bread. Cp. Luke is. 51, év rg cupsAnpovabar 
tas iyudpas Tis dvadhyews abrov. St. Luke is the only one of 
the writers of the New Test. who uses the word cupwAnpoty. 

As to the day on which the Holy Ghost was given, it is to be 
observed, 

(1) That after forty-nine days from the sixteenth day of Abib 
or Nisan had passed, the next day was the Feast of Pentecost, 
or Fiftieth. (Jahn, Archeol. § 354.) 

(2) This is clear from the texts of Scripture (Levit. xxiii. 15, 
16. Numb. xxviii. 26. Deut. xvi. 9), as explained by Jewish 


writers, especially Josephus, Antiq. iii. 10. 5: ri Seurépg rev 
"A(upar judpa, xen 8 dorly adtn (cp. Levit. xxiii. 6) xa 


Sexdry rod pnyds bs Nicdy wap’ jpiy xadrcira, Tey Kapray obs 
eOépicay petadauPdvove: ...Ov¥0ug: 8 éxh-rais dwapxais Tey 
napray apviov eis SAokatrwow TH Oeg EBSduns Bt EBSoudsos 
Siayeyernudyns peta tabrny thy Ovaolay, alta 38 eloly al tar 
&P8Soudder judpa reccapdxovra nal édvyda, tH Tlevrnxoory 
wpoodyouc: Te Bey Uproy. 

(83) The counting of the forty-nine days began from the end 
of the sixteenth of Nisan. See R. Solomon in Lightfoot, i. p. 
746, and Maimonides quoted by Whitby (in loc.). 

(4) Hence, therefore, in the year of our Lord’s Passion, we 
have the following calendar of days (cp. Lightfoot, i. p. 748, 
and ii. p. 642) : 

Thursday, XIVth Day of the Month Nisan, Christ insti- 
tutes the Holy Eucharist. 

Friday, XVth Day of Nisan, He is crucified. 

Saturday, XVIth Day of Nisan, He rests in the Grave. 

Sunday, XVIIth Day of Nisan, He rises from the Dead. 

From the end of Saturday, the XVIth Day of Nisan, forly- 
nine days are counted ; and the Fiftieth, or Feast of Pentecost, 
falls ona Sunday. And it was the universal belief of the ancient 
Christian Church, that the Holy Ghost came down from heaven 
on the same day of the week as that on whieh our Lord arose 
from the dead, viz. the First Day of the week. 

These particulars are to be noted, because in modern times 
some have been found to deny that our Lord was crucified on 
a Friday, or that the day of His Crucifixion was the XVth of 
Nisan, or that the Holy Spirit descended on the Lord’s Day. 

It may be inquired,— 

Why was the Holy Spirit given at the Feast of Pentecost ? 
And why at this particular Feast of Pentecost? 

(1) Because Pentecost was the Feast on which two loaves of 
common leavened bread were offered (Levit. xxiii. 17—20). The 
corn sown was ripened and made into bread. And now in Christ, 
who is the Bread of Life, the corn which had fallen into the 
ground and was risen, had reached its perfect maturity. 

Also, the Feast of Pentecost was the ingathering of the 
Harvest ; and now the Holy Spirit would enable the Apostles to 
gather from the Field, ‘‘which is the World,” the spiritual 
harvest, of which the seed bad been sown by Moses, the Prophets, 
and by Christ. Now the sickle was to be put to the corn of the 
spiritual harvest of souls by the Apostolic reapers, who were to 
gather them in sheaves, and consecrate them to God. 

(2) Because the Law, graven in tables of stone, had been 
given at that time on Mount Sinai (Exod. xix. 1, 2), and it 
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2» Kai éyevero advw éx tod ovpavod qos, women hepopervns mvons Braias, veh. 4.31. 


ec Matt. 3. 11. 


kat ém\ypwoev odov Tov olkov of Aoay Kabjpevo. ** Kai adOncay adrois ic! 5 


\ Mark 16. 17. 
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was fitting that the new Law should be written on the fleshy 
tables of the hearts of the Disciples (Jer. xxxi. 33. 2 Cor. iii. 3. 
Heb. viii. 10) at the same time on Mount Sion, from which it 
was to come forth; and that it might be understood that the Law 
and the Gospel are from the same Divine Author. (Severian, 
Theophyl.) See on i. 4. 

‘‘Supputemus numerum (says Jerome, de xlii. Mansion. 
Mans. xii. vol. ii. p. 593), et inveniemus guinguagesimd die 
egressionis ex AEgypto in vertice montis Sinai Legem datam. 
Unde et Pentecostes celebratur solemnitas, et postea Evangelii 
Sacramentum Spiritfis Sancti descensione completur—et divisis 
linguis credentium totas Evangelicé preedicatione mundus im- 

letur.’’ 

: This calculation is authorized by the Jewish doctors of the 
Law: see the rabbinical authorities in Weistein, p. 461. It 
is not indeed expressly said in Holy Scripture that the feast of 
Pentecost coiucided with, and commemorated, the Giving of the 
Law on Mount Sinai ; but the calculations grounded on Scripture, 
and the testimonies of the most lesrned Jews, and the consent 
of the ancient Christian Church, authorize that opinion : and it is 
remarkable, that one of the noblest prophecies of Holy Scripture 
itself, predicting the Gift of Tongues at Pentecost, connects 
that Gift with the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai. Let the 
reader peruse that prophecy, the Sixty-eighth Psalm (one of the 
Proper Pealms appointed for Whitsunday), and he will see that 
those two gifts seem to be there joined together in the mind of 
the Holy Ghost. God so ordered events, that the principal 
seasons of dispensing Evangelical blessings (e. g. in the Death 
and Resurrection of Christ and Descent of the Holy Ghost) 
coincided with those times, in which the Legal benefits, most 
resembling and representing them, were bestowed and comme- 
morated; and thus He made the Law to be preparatory to the 
Gospel; and showed the harmony of both. Cp. Dr. Barrow, 
Sermon on Acts ii. 38, vol. iii. p. 473. 

(3) Because the Feast of Pentecost was the first great Feast 
following after the Passover; and because it was fitting, that the 
vast numbers of people who were at Jerusalem at the Passover 
(about fwo millions and a half; see Whiston’s note on Josephus, 
vi. 9. 3), and saw or beard of the Crucifizion of Christ (Luke 
xxiv. 18), might also see the glorious and triumphant manifes- 
tation of His Exaliation and power, in the descent of the Holy 
Ghost. (Chrys., Severus ap. Theophyl.) And thus on their 
return to their several countries, the Pilgrim Tribes of the Law 
became Preachers of the Gospel. 

(4) Because the Law had been given to the Israelites on 
Mount Sinai, at the season (afterwards called Pentecost) next 
following the first Passover, which commemorated their Deliver- 
ance from Egypt, and prefigured the universal Redemption by 
Christ. And it was fitting that the Christian Law, which was 
to be written, not on tables of stone, but on the fleshy tables of 
the heart, by the finger of the Holy Ghost (Severian), should be 
given at the Pentecost nex! following the completion of the work 
rma and by the Sacrifice of the True Passover, which is 

ist. 

(5) The name itaelf, rerrnxogrh, the Fiftieth, might suggest 
the name of Judilee, which was significant of the preaching of 
‘‘the acceptable year of the Lord.’ And on this Fiftieth Day 
the Holy Spirit anointed the Church, Christ’s mystical Body, to 
preach that acceptable year to the world (see Aug. Epist. cxix. 
and Jerome, in Mens. xii.), ‘‘ sicut priori populo,—quinquagesimo 
die, vero Jubileo et vero anno remissionis Lex data est, in Apos- 
tolos quoque descendit Spiritus Sanctus.’’ 

Cp. By. Andrewes, Sermons, iii. p. 111, on Acts ii. 1—4. 

(6) Besides, this was the first great Festival after Christ’s 
Ascension to Heaven, and it was fitting that, according to the 
sure word of Prophecy (Ps. Ixviii. 18), the great event of His 
triumphant Inauguration in glory, of His Coronation in His 
glorified Humanity, and of His Enthronization at God’s right 
hand in Heavenly places, should be solemnized and celebrated by 
public manifestations on earth, of royal bounty, and spiritual 
largesses to His Church, proving His Ascension, and verifying 
His own word to His Apostles (John xvi. 7. Acts ii. 33). 

Cp. Bp. Andrewes, pp. 226, 227, and Barrow’s Whitsun- 
day Sermon, iii. pp. 473 —494. 

(7) Because Seven is the namber of perfection; and when 
Seven times seven days bad been completed, then came the 
fulness of Christ’s power in the Holy Ghost (Greg. Naz. Or. 
xli. pp. 732—734). He came personally in His first Advent, 
after seven times seventy years from the command to rebuild Jeru- 


salem (Dan. ix. 24—27). And now He comes in the power of 
the Spirit, after seven times seven Days from the day of restora- 
tion, by His own death and burial in the grave. 

It is observable that in this year, the fifteenth of Nisan fell 
on a Friday, the day on which Man had been first created ; and 
80 man was created in the first Adam, and restored in the Second 
Adam, on the same day of the week. The Resurrection, which 
according to types and prophecies was to be the third day after 
the Passion, took place on the first dey of the week ; the day on 
which God said, ‘‘ Let there be light’’ (Gen. i. 4,5). And the 
Feast of Pentecost in this year fell also on the First Day of the 
week. And thus the First Day of the week has been consecrated 
to all the Three Persons of the Ever-blessed and Undivided 
Trinity (Farasr, Son, and Hoty Grosr); and the blessings of 
Creation, Redemption, and Sanctification are commemorated on 
the Christian Sunday. 

On this text see Greg. Nazian. Orat. xl. Sermones, p. 733. 
Leo M., Sermones, lxxii.—lxxv. S. Aug., Sermones, pp. 266— 
270, and Appendix, pp. 182—187. By. Andrewes, Sermons, “On 
the Sending of the Holy Ghost,”’ vol. iii. pp. 107. 130. 221. 301. 

— Gravres} stronger than sdvres.—‘‘ Gwayres in bis libris 
universos nemine excepto designat; wdyres seepé tantam ple- 
rosqgue.” (Valck.)—xdvres’ dyr) roU wAciorot. (Hesych.) 

— dpoPuvyatdy] with one accord. They were prepared to re- 
ceive the Spirit of unity, by unity of heart, unity of time, and 
unity of place. 

— én) 1d abrd] together; unto the same place at the same 
time. Perhaps because it was the Lord’s Day. (Ligh{/oot.) 
The place is called olxos: a conelave, v.2. In one oixia there 
are many olka. &. Cyril, By. of Jerusalem, states that the place 
in which the Holy Ghost descended on the Apostles, was the 
large apartment which afterwards was converted into a Church 
(Catech. xvi. 4), well known in his day, probably the trep¢oy 
mentioned i. 13, in which our Blessed Lord before His Crucifixion 
ate the Passover, and had instituted the Holy Eucharist; and in 
which, after His Resurrection, He had ap on two successive 
Sundays to His Apostles. See note above on i. 13, and Greg. 
Nazian. in Caten. 

If it had been, as some have supposed, a chamber in the 
Temple, St. Luke would hardly have failed to mention that cir- 
cumstance; and it does not seem likely that the use of an olxos 
in the Zemple would have been conceded to the Apostles by the 
Priests. Indeed, after the Sacrifice of Christ on the Cross, and 
the rending of the Veil, the Christian Church had become the 
Temple of God ; and it is not probable that any spiritual dispen- 
sation, such as the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, would be con- 
nected with the material Temple at Jerusalem. 

As Chrys. says, the olxos, in which they were assembled, may 
be regarded as typical of the universal Church, which is illumined 
by the Holy Spirit in the Gospel, and which was humble and 
private in its primitive state, but afterwards spread itself from the 
bwepgoy at Jerusalem throughout the world; and by its instru- 
mentality the graces of the Holy Ghost, which are poured forth 
on the Apostles, flow down as it were from one heavenly source, 
by the streams of those different nations, which were assembled 
at the Day of Pentecost, and thence returned to their own homes ; 
and 20 diffuse themselves in all parts of the earth, and irrigate 
and fertilize the world. 

2. éx rob obpavotd 4x0s—av0%s] The sound was from heaven, 
the place whence the Spirit came. The sind showed His power 
and vehemence, and reminded them of the wonders of Sinai at the 
delivery of the Law. Cp. Bp. Andrewes, p. 118 

— rdy olxoy] the chamber. See on v. 1, and below on vp. 46, 
wat’ olxov. It must have been a large apartment, as it seems to 
have held 120 persons (cp. i. 13. 15; ii. 1). They were all 
assembled there early (see v. 15), either by a previous direction 
from Christ, or by some special intimation, or because it was (he 
First Day of the week, when they met for public worship. They 
there remained in an attitude of expectation, sifting. 

8. Siauepi(duera:—dndécoe] The Tongues of Fire parted 
themselves off like streams from one source ; or like branches from 
one root (CArys.), and distributed themselves among them. 

See St. Luke’s use of 3:auepi(e, Acts ii. 45. Luke xxiii. 34, 
and St. Paul’s words, } Cor. xii. 4—11, 8:aipéoe:s yapioudray, 
and wdyra ravra dvepyei 7d By nal Td abrd Myvyeipa, Sia:povs 
idfq éxdory, and Heb. ii. 4, Mvetparos dylou pepiopois. 

Also the Tongues rested on the head of each. Hence the 
singular number éxd@ie (cp. Vaick. and Winer, § 58, p. 458), 
showing that theee gifts were os one Spirit, and that they were 
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not to be a mere transitory boon, but an abiding presence. Christ 
ascended up on high and gave gifts to men, that the Lord God 
might direll among them. (Ps. lxviii. 18.) 

They had 


1) Tongues given them, that they might preach. 

2) Of Fire, that they might do it with power. 

3) The Tongues were distributed among them, that none 
might envy the other, and none exalt himself over the other, and 
that each of them might do his part in edifying the whole. 

(4) The tongues sat on the head of each of them, that each 
might do that work constantly, especially by means of the Word 
of God. 

Hence, when a Bishop is ordained, the Gospel, which is the 
Tongue of Fire of the Spirit, is laid on his head. Theophylact. 

— & éva é.] upon every one of them. “ Cp. omnino éwl super 
Joh. i. 32, 33.”" (Bengel.) Thus the inauguration of the Apostles 
by the Holy Ghost resembled that of Christ. Matt. iii. 16. 

On whom did the Holy Ghost come? S. Aug. (in Joann. 
xcii.) says, ‘* Venit in die Pentecostes Sanctus Spiritus in cen/tm 
viginti homines congregatos, in quibus et Apostoli omnes erant, 
qui illo impleti linguts omnium gentium loguebantur.’’ So 
Chrys.: ‘‘ Other believers besides the Apostles received the Holy 
Ghost, enabling them to speak with tongues. But the Apostles 
alone appear to have been endued with the power of conveying to 
others the gift of the Holy Ghost, enabling them to speak with 
tongues.” See viii. 18. 

4, Hptavro Aareiv érépas yAdooaus] they began to speak 
in languages not their own,—other than they bad ever learned. 
(Bp. Andrewes, p. 138.) The phrase is from Isa. xxviii. 11, 
LXX, 8:2 yAéoons érdpas (see 1 Cor. xiv. 21), and it announces 
the fulfilment of the prophecy of Ps. xix. 3, 4 (Ambrose); and 
is explained by v. 8, rH i&iq Siarderg, and v. 11, rais tuerdpats 
yAdéooass. 

Hence, éAddouw Edvats yAdowats xa) ob warplois, says Greg. 
Nazian. (p. 742, Orat. xli.), but rats i8{as ray dxovdyrwy. Some 
of them spake in the language of India, some of Scythia, some 
of Crete and Arabia,—nations hostile to the Jews. (cum.) 
“ Preedicaturi multis gentibus accipiunt genera linguarum.”’ (Je- 
rome, iv. 178, ad Hedib. 9, where are some excellent remarks on 
this text.) ‘‘ Loquebantur linguis omnium gentium.’’ (8. Aug., 
Serm. 316. Cp. below, x. 46; xi. 15, 16.) “‘ Quia futura Ec- 
clesia in omnibus linguis prenuntiabatur.”” (Serm. 266.) ‘‘ Lo- 
quebatur unitas Ecclesie in linguis omnium gentium.” (Aug. 
Serm. 267.) 

The Apostles were gifted with the Tongues of all Nations, 
because Christ sent them to preach to all Nations, —éwe:d8) way- 
Taxov SidpxeoOa EueAAov. (Chrys. here, and on | Cor. xiv. 3, 
and Theodoret in | Cor. xiv. 2, Augustise in Ps. xviii., Serm. 175. 
Theophyl.) 

All other interpretations of the words érdpais yAéocas, with 
other tongues, are irreconcilable with grammatical rules and his- 
torical truth. The miracle was not (as some have thought) in the 
ears of the hearers, but in the fongues of the speakers. The ap- 

nce of tongues indicates this; of tongues sitting on the 
heads of the Apostles. As S. Cyril says (in Caten.), ‘they spake 
with languages they had never learnt;” and thus was fulfilled the 
prophecy, ‘there is neither speech nor language, but their voices 
are heard among them; their sound is gone out into all lands, 
and their words into the ends of the world.” (Ps. xix. 3, 4. 
Rom. x. 18.) The Spirit was given in the form of Tongues in 
order to consecrate! the preaching of Apostolic doctrine (Seve- 
rus); and thus they were ordained by the ye:porovla of the Spirit, 
laying as it were His own Hands on their heads, to the Apostle- 
ship of the world. (Severian, in Caten. Chrys. Aug. Tr. xciii. 
in Joan. Cyril, Cateches. 17. Nazian. Orat. xli. p. 743; xliv. 
Leo, Serm. in Pentec., and Greg., Hom. 30 in Evang. cited by 
A Lepide.) ‘Thus each of them became as it were a Gpovos of 
the Holy Ghost.’’ (Severian.) 

Besides, as the Fathers observe (see Chrys. here, and Aug. 
passim ; cp. Bp. Andrewes, p. 130), the miracle of Pentecost at 
Sion was the dyticroyoy, or antitheste of the Confusion of 
Tongues at Babel. ‘“ There,’’ says Chrys., ‘‘the one language 
had been divided into many; here many languages are united in 
one man.”’ So Gregory Nyssen, Homil. in 8. Stephan. ii. p. 787. 
And it is truly and beautifully said by Leo M. (Serm. Ixxiii. 
p- 155), “‘O quam velox est sermo sapientie, et ubi Deus ma- 
gister est, quam citd discitur, quod docetur! Non est adhibita 


interpretatio ad audiendum, non consuetudo ad usum, non tempus 
ad studium, sed spirante ubi voluit Spiritu Veritatis, proprise 
Gentium vocea facte sunt in Ecclesiee ore communes. Ab hoc 
igitur die tuba evangelice preedicationis intonuit; ab hoc die 
imbres charismatum, flumina benedictionum, omne desertum et 
universam aridam irrigaverunt.”” Cp. ibid. Serm. lxxiv. p. 159. 
This is also well expressed by Arafor, v. 122: 
- igne magistro 
Imbuit ora calor, dictisque fluentibus exit 
Linguarum populosa seges; non littera geasit 
Officium, non ingenii stillavit ab ore 
Vena, nec egregias signavit cera loquelas ; 
Sola fuit doctrina Fides.” 
And our own great poet says, 


The Sprrir, 
Pour’d first on His Apostles, whom He sends 
To evangelize the nations, then on all 
Baptized, shall them with wondrous gifts endue 
To speak all tongues; and do all miracles, 
As did their Lord before them.” 
Milton, P. L. xii. 497. 


The Building of the Church, by the Divine Spirit of Love at 
Sion, was designed to remove the evil of the Building of the Tower 
by the human spirit of pride at Babel. And though it did not 
please God to bring all Nations back to one lip (Gen. xi. 1), yet 
by enabling the one Apostolic company to speak the same Gospel 
of Peace in all languages, He showed how the sin and misery of 
Babel would find their remedy in Sion. The same member, the 
tongue, which had scattered mankind through all the world, was 
now, when attuned by the Spirit of peace, used to bring back the 
world to the fold of Unity. So the curse was taken away, and a 
blessing poured forth in its place. 

Therefore, the Cauncu of ENGLAND well says in ber Com- 
munion Office, in the Proper Preface for Whitsunday and Six 
days after, ‘‘ It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that 
we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto Thee, 
O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty Everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, according to whose most true promise, the Hoty 
Guost came down, as at this time, from Heaven, with a sudden 
great sound, as it had been a mighty wind, in the likeness of fiery 
tongues, lighting upon the Apostles, to teach them, and to lead 
them to all truth, giving them both the gift of divers languages, 
and also boldness with fervent zeal constantly to preach the Gospel 
wnio all Nations, whereby we have been brought out of darkness 
and error into the clear light and true knowledge of Thee and of 
Thy Son Jesus Christ. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Thy 
glorious Name, evermore praising Thee and saying, Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of Thy glory, 
Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high.” 


On the Gift of Tongues—iis Design and Use. 


One of the most convincing proofs of the truth of the An- . 
cient Interpretation of this text, as thus declared by the CouncH 
of ENGLAND, is to be found in the almost countless discrepancies 
of the Expositors who have deserted that Interpretation. 

There is a large and consistent body of Interpreters, dating 
from the second century, and continued for many hundred years 
in all parts of Christendom, in favour of the Ancient Exposition ; 
whereas, on the contrary, the Expositions at variance witb it, 
which have been propounded in modern times, have no ancient 
authority in their favour ; and are as inconsistent with one another 
as they are irreconcilable with the teaching of Christian Antiquity. 

It would be fruitless to enumerate all these conflicting specu- 
lations. They may be seen in De Wette’s Einleitung, where they 
occupy ten pages (pp. 27 to 37), or in AMeyer’s Kommentar, 
p. 42; and Bunsen’s Hippolytus, &c., ii. p. 12, 2nd ed. 

It has been recently alleged, even by some English Exposi- 
tors, who allow that the Apostles spoke with foreign tongues on 
the Day of Pentecost, that there is no evidence in the Acts of 
the Apostles, or in any other part of Holy Scriptare, that the 
Apostles were supernaturally endued with power “ to preack the 
Gospel in divers languages,’’ which they had never Jearnt, or that 
they ever did preach it in such languages. 

But on this allegation it may be observed, 

i. That our Lord’s promise to His Disciples was general, 
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Mark xvi. 17, 18, “‘ These signs shall follow them that believe; 
In my Name they shall cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues; ... they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 
shall recover.” 

The signs there mentioned by Christ were not for momen- 
tary display, but for continual profit and edification. 

The power of speaking with new tongues is combined in 
Christ’s promise with that of healing the sick, and casting out 
devils. The Apostles were led to expect to receive a supernatural 
ability to do all these things; and the need of the gift of new 
tongues was certainly not less than that of those other gifts which 
are joined with it. And it can hardly be said that the Divine 
Promise was fulfilled, if the power of speaking with new tongues 
was limited to one or two special occasions, and not applied to 
the noblest of all uses of speech, that of preaching the Gospel. 

2. The miraculous power of preaching in new tongues may 
also be said to have been presupposed in our Lord’s commission 
to His Apostles, Galilean Fishermen, “‘ unlearned and unlettered 
men” (iiéras nal dypapudrous), “ Go ye and teach al] Nations.”’ 
“Go ye, padyretoare, make ye disciples of the learned Greek 
and of the proud Roman; convert the many-tongued Nations of 
the Earth; ‘ Preach the Gospel to every creature.’ ‘ Ye shall be 
My Witnesses to the ends of the Earth.’”’ (Acta i. 8.) 

How were they to do this without the knowledge of foreign 
languages? It is not sufficient to reply that they knew Greek, 
and that with a knowledge of Greek they could preach to all the 
world. 

For, first, it is not clear that they did know Greek, or at 
least, know it in such a way as to speak it with fluency, and in 
such a manner as not to expose their message to contempt. 

And if Greek was all that was n , why were they 
gifted with the tongues of so many nations on the Day of Pente- 
cost? 

They did not go forth to preach till they had received the 
gift of Pentecost; but they complied with Christ’s command, 
when they had been endued with power from on high. As 
Irenaeus says, iii. 1, ‘‘ Postea quam induti sunt supervenientis 
Spiritis Sancti virtutem ex alto, exierunt in fines terra—evan- 
gelizantes.” 

Their prompt obedience to Christ’s command, and the im- 
mediate success which attended their Missionary labours in all 
parts of the world, seem to indicate that they had the power of 
communicating readily with all Nations in their vernacular lan- 
guages. And how could this be but by a supernatural gift ? 

3. The evidence derivable from the Acts of the Apostles of 
the possession of this power, is also cogent,— 


lst, Positively. . 


We see the Apostles in the first instance using their con- 
fessedly miraculous power, in order to preach the Gospel to the 
various tribes, speaking different languages, collected at Jerusalem 
on the Day of Pentecost. Here certainly is a proof that the 
power was employed for the propagation of the Gospel. And 
this specimen of its use for a permanent and necessary end, 
seems to suggest a belief that it was vouchsafed fo, and used by 
the same persons, according to the need, on other occasions for 
the same p : 

It is worthy of remark here, that the Apostle, who takes the 
lead in preaching on this occasion, is St. Peter. And he is also 
prominent in preaching to different congregations and persons in 
the earlier portion of this History. And his preaching is inva- 
riably attended with success. Yet of St. Peter it is noticed in 
the Gospel, that he could not, of himself, speak Ais own vernacular 
language with accuracy. (Matt. xxvi. 73. Mark xiv. 70.) How 
was the fisherman of Bethsaida, with his Galilean barbarisms, to 
work such effects as he did in preaching, without a supernatural 
gift of language ? Cp. note on xxiv. }. 

Again; in the Acts of the Apostles we see S/. Paul preach- 
ing to the various Tribes of Asia Minor, and to the barbarous 
. (i. e. foreign) inhabitants of Malta (see notes on xiii. 15; xiv. 1}, 
and xxviii. 2—4), doubtless in their own languages. 

And St. Paul’s case seems to afford a strong corroboration of 
what has been now asserted. 

He was the most learned of the Apostles. Humanly speak- 
ing, ke had more of ordinary qualifications for addressing foreign 
congregations, than any of the rest. And yet he was more gifted 
supernaturally than others with the power of speaking with 
yA@ooa, or foreign languages. (1 Cor. xiv. 18.) And why? 
Because his Missionary travels were more extensive than theirs. 


He who, as “the Apostle of the Gentiles’’ (Rom. xi. 13), had a 
commission to preach to more nations, was more gifted with the 
power of speaking with ¢ongues; and his case shows the need 
and reason of the gift. 


2ndly, Negatively, also 


The evidence from the Acts of the Apostles is strong. 

In this divinely-inspired record of the Missionary labours of 
the Primitive Church, we never hear that any one of the Apostolic 
Missionaries of the Gospel ever sat down for a single hour to 
learn a foreign language; or ever was retarded or deterred for a 
single moment by ignorance, or defective knowledge, of any 
foreign language, from preaching the Gospel to any person or 
congregation in any part of the world. What is there similar to 
this in any annals of modern Missions? And how is this to 
be explained but by a stspernatural ability to preach in foreign 
tongues? See further below, xiv. 11. 

It has been recently objected in some Expositions of this 
passage, that there is no early patristic evidence of a spiritual gift 
of speaking in different Languages for the preaching of the Gospel. 

On this it may be observed ; 

There ts early Patristic evidence that the Apostles went forth 
to preach the Gospel in all lands; and that they did preach it. 
But there is no evidence that the Apostles ever learnt a foreign 
language, or could not speak the language of any country to 
which they went. 

Besides; even ¢/ there existed no testimony such as is de- | 
scribed from the few surviving works of the Fathers of the Second 
and Third Centuries, yet the concurrent Testimony of the Fathers 
of the Fourth and Fifth Centuries proves what the Tradition of 
the Church was on this point. 

But there is early patristic testimony of the continuance of 
the gift of tongues for preaching the Gospel ; 

S. Irenaeus, the disciple of Polycarp, the scholar of St. John, 
says (v. 6; cp. Euseb. v. 7), ‘We hear many brethren in the 
Charch, having prophetic gifts, and speaking with all kinds of 
tongues by means of the Spirit, wayrodawais Aadobyrwv Bid Tov 
Tlvetparos yAéooas, and bringing to light the hidden things of 
men’s hearts for edification, and declaring the mysteries of God.”’ 

How Irenaeus understood the passage before us, appears also 
from his words (iii. 17), ‘‘ Luke relates that the Spirit descended 
on the disciples after the Ascension of the Lord, on the Day of 
Pentecost, in order that all Nations might be enabled to enter 
into life; wherefore they united in all languages in praising God 
the Holy Spirit, bringing distant Tribes into Unity, and offering 
the first-fruits of all Nations to God.”’ 

It is not indeed necessary to suppose, nor is it probable, that 
the power of speaking in foreign languages, without previous 
study, was long continued in the Church. Soon after the com- 
pletion of the Canon of the New Testament, the Holy Scriptures 
were translated into various languages, and native Churches were 
formed in the principal countries of the world. As S. Gregory J. 
says (in Marc. xvi. 16), when the Tree of the Gospel was first 
planted, it was watered with extraordinary effusions of the Holy 
Ghost ; but when it had taken root, then ordinary means sufficed 
for its growth. 

— dwopbéyyecba: abrois} SoA, B, C, D. Biz. has abrois 
dwop6éyyerGas. The alteration may have been made for greater 
ease of construction ; but trajections of this kind (as Alford well 
observes) are usual with St. Luke. And there is something 
marked in the reservation of adrois, i.e. them especially (accord- 
ing to Christ’s promise), them, who .were lately so weak and 
timid,—the last and emphatic word. Cf. abrois and abraw in the 
preceding verse. 

The word &xopbéyyeoOa: (used only in Acts ij. 14, and 
xxvi. 25) has a special force; it is not simply to speak, but 
“‘ magnificé loqui’’ (Vale&k.), to pour forth short sentences ( Chryz., 
(cum., and Bloomfield here). This word seems to explain the 
mode in which those who received the gift of tongues on the day 
of Pentecost spoke, viz. by ejaculatory ascriptions, perhaps in 
orderly sequence, of glory to God, and by short and fervent ex- 
hortations to their several hearers. 

6. xaroixotyres] residing there, in expectation of the ap- 
pearance of the Messiah then looked for (see Lightfoot here); or 
a come up for the Feast to Jerusalem, and tarrying there 

or it. 

8. cuvextén] was confounded, or was in confusion, from doubt 
and astonishment; and the confusion showed itself in the conflux 
of people, and in the passions by which they were agitated, 
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and in the variety of languages which they spoke; an image of 
Babel. 

St. Luke here happily uses a word (cuvexé6n) which reminds 
the reader of 533 (Babel), which the LXX render by ovyxveis, 
Sri dei cuvexeer 6 xpos ta xelAn xdons Tis yis, Gen. xi. 9. 
Babel, built by human pride, is‘on the one side; and the Church 
of Christ, animated by the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Love, on the 
other. Here are two opposite Powers brought into contact on 
the Day of Pentecost. The din of the one rages against the 
peace of the other; and the eddying streams flow together. The 
confusion of Tongues is calmed by the effusion of the Holy 
Ghost ; and by the diffusion of the Truth, under the gracious 
influence of the Holy Spirit, the Tongues of Babel are brought 
into harmony, and preach the One Gospel of Christ, and sing in 
a holy concert the Songs of Sion. 

— Yxovoy] they were hearing; the imperfect tense marks the 
continuance of the miracle: hence what follows, ét{erayro 
adyres, xal Oabpaloy, they were all in astonishment, and wonder- 
ing. Cp. the imperfects in v. 12, éloravyro—dinwdpouy—tAeyov. 
Cp. what is said below, x. 45, of the miracle at Cesarea. 

— B:aréxrqy] dialect. Something more than yAdocyp, or lan- 
gu See Valck. p. 327. The Apostles—illiterate Galileans, 
who, as Vaick. observes, p. 349, knew only one dialect of one 
language—spake in different languages and in different dialects 
of the same language (Bede, Retract. p. 104). For example, the 
Medes and Elamites (Persians) spake the same fongue, but in 
different dialects. And so it was with many other races enu- 
merated in ve. 9—11. Hence we may explain ‘Iovdalay in v. 9. 

The Christian Church speaks in all dialects of all /anguages. 
It shoots out its roots and fibres every where, and consecrates all 
nations and races of the world. 

8. was jyeis duovouey, Exarros}] how is it that we are hearing, 
—each of us in our own dialect, in which we were born? It is 
not said that each of the Apostles had the power of speaking al/ 
languages. But as at Babel the tongue, which a certain number 
of persons spoke, served as a guide to lead them away together to 
gettle in a given place, and so the world was colonized : so, it 
would seem, at Pentecost, the foreign tongue, which each disciple 
was enabled to speak, collected about him a group of those strangers 
then at Jerusalem who spoke that particular tongue; and so all 
were evangelized. 

It has been supposed by some (e.g. Severus in Caten. here), 
that the gift of a special language was like a spiritual intimation 
to each of the Apostles, signifying to what country he should 
direct his attention ; 3i8cra: éxdote yAdéooa xabdrep xayéy’ that 
is, it was as it were his appointment or xe:porovia to a particular 
charge; and S. Jerome says (ad Hedibiam, iv. 178), ‘ accipiunt 
genera linguarum, ut nosceretur gui Apostolorum quibus deberent 
gentibus nunciare.”’ 

9—ll1. MdpGo: nal M78e1] Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, 
&c. &e. arrangement of the names in these three verses is 
very remarkable. It follows the order of the three principal 
Starwopal or Dispersions of the Jews throughout the World, as 
follows :— 

(1) The earliest S:aowopa or dispersion, that of the T'en 
Tribes in Media and Assyria, and of the Two Tribes in the neigh- 
bourhood of Badylon, now subject to the Parthians, who are 
therefore placed first. 

(2) The d:aorwopd or dispersion of Jews in Asia Minor, the 
dwellers in Cappadocia, &c., an offset from the Assyrian dis- 

on, 

(3) The Egyptian dispersion, planted by Ptolemy Lagus. 

On these dispersions cp. Mede's excellent Essay, Works, 
book i. Disc. xx. pp. 74-77; Ligh(foot, ii. p. 1144; and How- 
son, i. pp. 21, 22. 

It is observable, that St. Peter, the Apostle of the Circam- 
cision, provided instruction for all these dispersions ; 

(1) He went in person to the Parthians; for he wrote his 
first Epistle from Babylon. Sce on | Pet. v. 13. 


(2) He wrote his two Epistles to the Asiatic d:acwopd. 

(3) Lastly, he sent ‘‘ Marcus his son’”’ to the Egyptian 
Siagwopd. S. Jerome (Scr. Eccl. 8). See note below on } Pet. v. 13. 

On the providential pre-arrangement for the spread of Chris- 
tianity by means of these 3:acropal, or Dispersions, throughout 
the world, see Bp. Pearson's admirable remarks in one of his 
excellent discourses recently recovered by Archdn. Churton, ii. 
pp. 30,31. He there says: ‘‘On the day of Pentecost Jews were 
present from every nation under heaven. Sojourners also were 
there, the causes and witnesees of the miracle. And when they 
returned to their own land, what did they report with greater joy, 
than that their own mother-tongue had been ennobled at Jeru- 
salem by the revelation of divine mysteries? Thus the preaching 
of the Gospel, at first communicated to the Jews of all nations at 
Jerusalem, followed them to their own homes.”” He adds, p. 36: 
“In order that the kingdom of Satan might be overthrown by the 
Gospel, preached by the Apostles and Apostolic men, it was re- 
pean that they should speak in tongues understood by all na- 

iona. 


The enumeration of these tribes (Parthians and Medes, 
&c.) as present at the day of Pentecost, and as then evangelized 
by the Apostles (v. 41), has a sperial interest as displaying the 
fulfilment of Ancient Prophecy. See the passage in Isa. xi. 11, 
appointed as a Proper Lesson for Whitsunday, ‘It shall come 
to pass in that day that the Lord shall set His hand again the 
second time to recover the remnant of His people that shall be 
left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathroe, and from 
Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and 
from the Islands of the Sea.” xal rods S:tearappdvous ‘lovda 
ovvdte: dx ray Trecodpey wrepiyor rijs yiis. (LXX.) 

The regions mentioned by Isaiah correspond very nearly with 
those specified here by St. Luke; and in the reception of the 
first-fruits of these various Dispersions into the Christian Sion, 
the Church, it may be rightly said that they have been recovered, 
and brought back again to their true home in Christ, the spiritual 
Jerusalem. 

Observe algo as a remarkable circumstance, that the nation 
here placed first is the Parthian, viz. that which occupied Bady- 
lonia. They who dwelt in ¢haé region, in which had been built the 
Tower of Babel, or Tower of Confusion, are mentioned first as 
brought into the Christian Sion, the city of Unity. So God over- 
der evil with good by His Spirit in His Church. See on } Pet. 
v. 13. 

9. "EAauira:) Elamites dwelling east of Tigris, north of 
Susiana, and south of Media. The prophets before the captivity 
give a wider sense to Elam, and make it almost co-extensive with 
Persia, and Daniel designates Susa as the capital of Elam (viii. 2). 
In later times E/ymaie is the name of a Persian province. 

— ‘lovdalay] Judea. Since they who spake were Galileans 
(v. 7), and the Galilean dialect differed from that spoken in Ju- 
dea (Mark xiv. 70), they who dwelt in Judea might well express 
surprise at what they heard ; and therefore there is no reason for 
abandoning the reading of the MSS. here for I8ovpalay, IeSiav, 
or BrOvvlay, with some Commentators. 

— ‘Aclay] Asia. That district called Ionia and Lydia, of which 
Ephesus was the capital, and sometimes called Procunsular Asia. 
Cp. Acts vi. 9; xvi. 6; xx. 16. Rev.i. 4.11. The Asia of the 
New Testament may be said to bear the same relation to “ Asia 
Minor” that Portugal does to Spain. Cicero (pro Flacco, 27) 
says, ‘‘ Asia vestra constat ex Phrygia, Mysia, Caria, Lydid,” and 
comp. Solinus, c. xl.; but here Asia is distinguished from PAry- 
gia. It seems to be regarded by St. Peter (i. 1) as the region 
west of Cappadocia and Bithynia: ep. Wetstein here, and Winer, 
R. W. B. p. 96. 

10. éx:dnpovrres ‘Pepaio:] There should be no stop after 
‘Peaior, and the sentence should be rendered, ‘Jews of Rome,’ 
whether by birth or conversion, and now sojourning at Jerusalem 
for the Feast. (Vaick.) 
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18. érepo: 8¢ S:axAevd(orres] The native Jews were mocking, 
because they did not know the foreign languages spoken by the 
Apostles, and those foreign tongues seemed to them like a jargon 
of unmeaning sounds,—a proof that the miracle was not in the 
ears of the hearers (as some thought even in ancient times; see 
Bede, Retractat. in Act. ii. p. 103), but in the tongues of the 
Apostles, and a refutation of several modern theories on this 
subject. 

8:a-Aeud(orres, the compound verb, is a stronger word than 
the simple verb, and means vehemence and coniinuance in mock- 
ing. Cp. d:a-yoyyt(w, Luke xv. 2; xix. 7. 

— yAebxovs] Pentecost being a time of convivial rejoicing 
(Deut. xvi. 11). They say ‘new twine,’ though the Vintage was 
not come. (CArys.) But no wonder that they who mock at 
the work of the Spirit, and call it a mere jargon, should be con- 
futed not only by reference to the time of day (as St. Peter con- 
futes them), but from the time of year. ‘ Behold,” says Se- 
verian, ‘their folly convicted by the season itself. How could 
there be new wine at Pentecost? But calumny is blind.” 

And yet, like Caisphas, and Pilate, and other enemies of the 
trath, they were overruled unconsciously to declare what was 
true. For the new wine of the Spirit was now poured into new 
bottles. (See on Matt. ix. 17. Luke v. 38.) See Augustine on 
vw. 15. “Jam enim,’’ says Bede after him, and Cyril. Hieros. 
Cat. 17, “‘vinum novum in ufres novos venerat, cum Apostoli, 
non in vetustate litera sed in novilate Spiritds, Dei magnalia 
resonarent.’’ This is happily versified by Arator, v. 150 :— 


‘‘ Hos etiam musto typic& ratione moveri 
Error verus ait, quos ebria fonte recenti 
Complevit doctrina poli; nova vasa liquorem 
Suscepere novum ; nec corrumpuntur acerbo 
Quo veteres maduere lacus, de Vite bibentes 
Que, Christo cultore, dedit convivia verbis, 
Unde rubent quas vertit aquas.’’ 


The word yAcixos is rightly rendered ‘mustum’ in Vulg. 
and ‘new wine’ in the Auth. Vers. And the suggestions that 
have been made of another rendering would destroy the spiritual 
sense of the passage, as declared by ancient Expositors. 

This saying of the multitude might have served as a warning 
against the abuse of the ydpi:opa, or gift, of Tongues. See | Cor. 
xiv. 23. 25, and Chrys. there. 

14. Xrafels] having taken up his station, —a sign of boldness ; 
see next note. So dwep0éyiaro, he spake aloud. 

In his reports of speeches, St. Luke is wont to begin with 
describing the attitude and gesture of the speaker (x. 34; xiii. 16; 
xvii. 22; xxiii. 1; xxvi. 1). 

A proof of the gift of the Holy Spirit is here shown in the 
change wroyght in the recipients. What a contrast between 
Peter in the hall of Caiaphas before the Crucifixion, and the 
same Peter now on the day of Pentecost after the descent of the 
Holy Ghost! He who bad faltered at the voice of a woman and 
denied his Master, now confronts the multitude which had killed 
Him, and reproves them for the deed ; &y@a yap dy wapayéynra: rd 
Tlvedpa 7d &y:oy, xpucos dvr) wnAlvew woet. (Chrys. Severian.) 
See further below, iv. 8, and the admirable specimen of sacred 
eloquence in Greg. Nazian. Or. xli. pp. 741, 742, and the fol- 
lowing comment of S. Augustine (Tract. in Joann. xcii.) : 

“When the Comforter is come, ye shall bear witness of 
Me’’ (John xv. 26,27). So said Christ, for the Comforter will 


give you courage ; which Peter had not, when being affrighted by 
& woman’s voice, he would not bear witness to Christ, but through 
fear denied Him. After the Resurrection he thrice professed his 
love for his Master, but as yet his love was infirm, till it was 
strengthened by the Holy Ghost, which was poured into his heart 
in a copious stream of grace, and inspired him with such fervour 
and eloquence, that more eagerly than the rest he rushed forth 
to bear witness of Christ, and to confound His adversaries with 
the doctrine of the Resurrection. If any one is delighted with 
so joyful and holy a sight, let him read the Acts of the Apostles. 
There the same Peter, for whom we had wept when denying 
Christ, is seen and admired, preaching Him. There that Apos- 
tolic tongue is transfigured from fear to valour, from slavery to 
liberty ; that tongue, which at the sound of one was driven to 
denial, now inspires many thousand enemies to confess Christ. 
“Quid plura? Tantus ia illo falgor gratis, tanta Spiritus Sancti 
plenitudo apparebat, tanta de ore predicantis pretiosissime veri- 
tatis pondera procedebant, ut ingentis multitudinis adversarios, 
interfectores Christi Judseos, faceret pro Illo paratos mori, & quibus 
cum illo formidarat occidi. Hoc fecit Spinirus Sancrvs, tunc _ 
missus, ante promissus.”’ 

— ovy trois évSexa] with the eleven Apostles. It is probable that 
the Kleven spoke also to several companies of persons in various 
languages ; and that St. Peter’s speech is recorded as a specimen of 
what was spoken by the Apostles, and because it was addressed 
specially to the Jews of Jerusalem, and was probably spoken ia 
aig language. See Ligh(foot here (i. p. 754;, and note on 
vw. 41. 

15. Ov—peOdovew] they are not drunken ‘Homo ebrius non 
alienam discit linguam ; sed suam perdit; sed facti sunt Apostoli 
novi utres pleni vino novo. Cf. Matt. ix. 17.’ Aug. Serm. 


— &pa tplrn] the third hour. The hour at which the Morn- 
ing Sacrifice was offered in the Temple, and until which it was the 
custom to fast. On Sabbaths and Festivals the fast was continued 
to noon. See Lightfoot here. 

16—21. GAA TovTo—owhhoera:}] On the harmony of this 
citation with the original, see Surenhusius, xatadAayh, pp. 388 
—391. 

The &orxara: tjpépa:, or last days, are the Days of the Mes- 
siah, or the Christian Dispensation. See Moses Stuart, on Heb. 
i.2. St. Luke adopts here almost verbatim the words of the LXX. 

On these verses (vv. 16—21) see Bp. Andrewes' Sermon, 
vol. iii. p. 301. 

17. éx) wacay cdpxa] upon all flesh: Gentiles as well as Jews. 

— évurrlos}] So A, B, C, D, H, and some cursives, A He- 
braism, as in Joel iii. 1. (Meyer.) Elz. éviwna, and so LXX. 

18. éxxe6) I will pour out ; fature, a later form (Winer, § 13, 
p. 71), found in the LXX, Ezek. vii. 8; xxi. 31], and elsewhere. 
aoe 8écw tépara] I will give prodigies. The Fathers apply 

is— 

(1) To the signs at the Crucifixion—the eclipse—the rending 
of the rocks—the earthquake at the Resurrection. (Cyril.) 

(2) To the phenomena before the siege and fall of Jeru- 
salem. (Chrys. and Theophyl. referring to Josephus, B. J. vi. 5. 
— répara cal onueia] The LXX thus render the single wo 
onion Cp. Exod. xi. 9,10. For the most part they use ngin 
for répas, as in Exodus iv. 21; vii. 3. 9; and Deut. iv. 34; 
vi. 22. 
Differt répas & onyuely, hoc enim sumitur etiam pro quo- 


i Matt. 24. 29. 
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libet signo extra miraculum; at répas semper sumitur pro por- 
tento vel prodigio. (Mintert.) A Miracle isa 8évayis as wrought 
by divine power ; a répas as a supernatural p? odigy ; a onpetoy as 
a sign or credential of a mission from God. 

— aiua] blood. The Jews had said, “‘ His blood be upon us 
and upon our children’ (Matt. xxvii. 25), and that blood was 
upon them, when the blood of 1,100,000 persons was shed in the 
siege of Jerusalem: and then the wip nal druls xawvov con- 
sumed the Temple and the City. (Cyril, Severian.) 

20. xply  eAdeiv +. tudpay—exipari] before the great and 
glorious Day of the Lord come. St. Luke adopts éripayj from 
the LXX, from wi terridilis, which they render elsewhere in the 
prophetical books (Hab. i. 7. Mal. i. 14; iv. 5) by éwipavhs, 
which is very proper to describe our Lord’s Coming to judge 
Jerusalem, and to judge the world. 

As at the Ascension, the Angels passed immediately from 
speaking of that event, to speak of Christ’s Second Coming to 
Judgment (i. 11), so here on the Day of Pentecost, St. Peter pro- 
ceeds to speak of that Second Advent, because (as By. Andrewes 
says, iii. 315), ‘‘ from Christ’s Departure till His Return again, 
from this Day of Pentecost, ‘a great and notable Day,’ till the 
last ‘great and notable Day,’ between these two Days no more 
such Day. Therefore he called them the last Days.’ No other 
Revelation or outpouring of the Spirit is to be expected. 

21. was] every one—not Jew only, but Gentile also. 

— $s dv émiuxaddonra: 1d Bvona}] This expression both in the 
Greek and in Hebrew is much stronger than fo invoke; the 
Hebrew is ot} wie, whosoever shall call on the Name of — 
and signifies, whosoever shall ¢rust in, adore, and obey the Lord 
in all His glorious attributes. See below, ix. 14; xxii. 16. 
1 Cor. i. 2. 2 Tim. ii. 22. 

Hebraica phrasis éxixaAcio@as +d Svoua Kuplou significat 
Deum colere Gen. iv. 26; xii.8. Rosenmiill., so Chrys., Didy- 
mus, and Theophyl. 

Some of the ancient Fathers (e. g. Julius Africanus, in 
Routh, R. 8. 238) understand this phrase to mean xpocayoped- 
e7@at dvduart Kupfov. (Cp. Gen. iv. ult.) This part of the pro- 
phecy,—‘‘ Whosoever shall call on the Name of the Lord shall 
be saved ’’—had a literal fulfilment, in the first instance, in the 
escape of the Christiane from Jerusalem and Judea to Pella, 
before the destruction of Jerusalem. (See Matt. xxiv. 16.) It 
has a still more comprehensive and spiritual fulfilment in the 
escape of all, who believe in Christ, from the wrath to come. 

22. *Incoty roy Na{wpaiov] Jesus the Nazarene. St. Peter 
begins by preaching Christ in His humanity and condescension, — 
"Ingouy toy Na{wpatoy; so styled by Pilate in the Inscription on 
the Cross. He then raises his hearers gradually by appealing to 
His mighty works, known to them. (Afhanas. Chrys.) On this 
speech see also S. Iren. iii. 12. 

It may be observed here that 8. Irenaeus (in iii. 12) cites a 
large portion of the Acts of the Apostles (i. 16; ii. 4. 22. 37; 
iii. 2; iv. 8 22. 31; v. 30; vii. 2. 55; viii. 26. 32; ix. 4. 20; 
x. 1. 15. 34, 35. 37; xiv. J; xv. 7. 23; xvii. 24) to show that 
the Apostles acknowledged and preached One and the same God as 
the Author of both Testaments and Dispensations, the Mosaic and 
Christian; and One and the same Christ, God and Man, the Creator 
o me things by His word, and the Redeemer of ail men by His 

eath. @ 

— &v8pa ard Tr. Ocot 4.] a man avouched, accredited, declare 
by and from God to you—drd, by, used to signify the authority 
which originates, sanctions, and sends—Rom. xiii. ]. Gal. i. 1. 
Col. i. 2. Winer, § 47, p. 332. 

23. apicudyp Bovan] with the determined counsel and fore- 


knowledge of God. In order that they may not imagine that 
they have triumphed over God, and conquered Christ by the 
Crucifixion, he says that it was done with the Divine foreknow- 
ledge and counsel. 

Bui, in order that they may not therefore think themselves 
innocent, he adds, 3:4 yempay drduwy, by wicked hands. Cp. 
Matt. xvi. 2]. Acts iii. 18; iv. 28. 

There was no excuse to them; “but yet the act was done by 
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, Who most 
wisely and powerfully ordered those various and vicious motions 
of the creature, for the effectuating of His own most glorious and 
gracious purposes.” By. Sanderson, Serm. ix., 1 Tim. iii. 16, 
vol. i. p. 231; and see below, note on iv. 28. 

The speeches of St. Peter recorded in the Acts are to be 
compared with and illustrated by the writings of the same Apostle 
in his two Epistles. On this verse see | Pet. i. 1]. 20. 

24. Adoas r. wSivas 7. Gavdrov] having loosed the birth-pangs 
of death ; as showing that Death and the Grave, instead of being 
the destruction of Christ, were by the Divine power made, as it 
were, the Womb from which He was to be born to new life. See 
above on John xvi. 21; below on Acts xiii. 33. 

@3ly is the word used by the LXX for zr (Angl. cadle, 
cord). See Ps. xviii. 5, and Theodoret there, and Ps. cxvi. 3. 
—<dbives Oaydrov are ny “1m. Hence the combination of the 
word with Adoas, having loosed, here. 

By that glorious Birth from Death, the whole World was de- 
livered from darkness into light, through Him Who was the Firs¢- 
born from the dead (Col. i. 18. Rev. i. 5). Cp. the beautiful 
expressions of Ignatius (ad Rom. 6), looking forward to a Martyr's 
death as his own birth: d roxerdés pos exleerrar ph éuxodlonré 
por (joa ph OeAhonrd pe dwodaveiv dxet wapayerdueros 
GvOpwxos Geod Econo’ émitpéparé pot mimnrhy elvar tou wddous 
Tov @eov pou" aderé pe xalapdy pos AaBeiy. What Sophist 
could have written thus ? 

How appropriate therefore was the name given to the day of 
the Christian's martyrdom. It was called his Natalis or Birth- 
day. Cp. on Rom. viii. 22. Life is death; and death is birth to 
the Christian. To him the darkness of the tomb is the womb of 
Immortality. 

In considering such expressions as this (dives Gaydrov), in 
the LXX Version—prepared for the Gospel—we can scarcely fail 
to notice the work of a superintending Providence. 

25. eis abrdév] eis, with reference to Him. Eph. v. 32. Gal. 
ili. 24. So wpds, Heb. i. 7. Cp. Job xii. 8. Gloss. Phil. p. 486, 
and so Jgnat. Phil. 9. 

25—28. Mpowpéuny—xpoocdérov gov] I was seeing the Lord 
always before me. The Holy Ghost, speaking by St. Peter, in- 
terprets here the prophecy which He had delivered by King David 
(Ps. xvi. 8—J1). The words of the Psalm are given almost ver- 
batim as thoy stand in the LXX Version, read in the Synagogues 
by the Hellenistic Jews. Particularly (v. 26) where the Hebrew 
original has )i32 (my glory), the LXX, whom St. Luke follows, 
have yA@ood pov, my tongue. On the reason of this rendering, 
see Surenhusius, p. 393, and Bengel here. The Tongue may be 
called the glory of man, either because it is ‘the best member 
that he has’ (Ps. Ivii. 8; cviii.1. Barrow, i. p. 301), or as 
the instrument by which he glorifies God (James iii. 9), and so 
procures true glory to himself. And this paraphrase of the 
word glory was very appropriate on the day of Pentecost, wlien 
in a special manner the Tungues of the Apostles were made 
instruments for declaring God’s glory in the world, and of pro- 
moting their own glory in heaven. 

25. torriv] is, exists ; to be accentuated thus,—not éorly. 
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26. xaracenvéce:] will pitch its tabernacle, i.e. only for a 
time. Cp. St. Peter’s application of the same figure to himself, 
2 Pet. i. 13, 14. 

27. ob dyxnararchpes thy Yuxhy pou els ny] Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in Hades. Elz. “A:8ov. But A, B, C, D have 
“Ai8ny, which seems preferable, as showing that Hades is not (as 
the Gentiles thought) a Person ; and this being understood, “A:3ou 
might afterwards be used without offence, v. 31. 

Some interpret this as meaning that God did not leave His 
body in the grave; but that sense is weak and tautologous. The 
signification is, as St. Peter himself explains it, v. 31,— making a 
distinction between Christ’s human capt and ux}, which were 
severed by death,—Thou didst not leave my soul in wd Sheol, 
i.e. in the place of departed Spirits. Cp. the use of g3ys, Luke 
xvi. 23, and nofe. 

Next, ‘‘ Thou didst not suffer my Jody to see corruption,” 
which, strictly speaking, can be said of no one’s body but 
Christ’s. As S. Aug. explains it (on Ps. xvi.), ‘non sanctifi- 
catum corpus, per quod alii sanctificandi sunt, corrumpi patieris.”” 
Cp. Bp. Pearson on the Creed, Art. v. pp. 351. 377. The 
opinion of that great Expositor, that our Lord’s human soul went 
to the place where the souls of men are kept that died in their 
sins, seems hardly compatible with our Lord’s words, ‘‘ To-day 
thou (i. e. as to thy human soul) shalt be with Me in Paradise.’”’ 
(Luke xxiii. 43.) See Barrow on the text, v. pp. 34—36. Serm. 
28, and Bp. Bull, i. p. 33. 

Compare St. Peter’s own language in that remarkable pas- 
sage where he speaks of the preaching of Christ to the spirits in 
prison, 1 Pet. iii. 19. 

— rov“Ooidy cov) Thy Holy One, where some MSS. of the 
original bave in the plural sroer, Thy Holy Ones; but the 
Masorites, and the best ancient Versions, read the singular. And 
eo the LXX, rdv 8crov. It is of little moment which reading is 
preferred. The deliverance of God’s Saints and Holy Ones from 
the corruption of the grave is due to the Resurrection of The 
Holy One, their Head, ‘‘ Who is the First-fruits of them that 
slept,” and ‘‘in Whom all are made alive.” (1 Cor. xv. 20—22.) 
See also next note, and cp. xiii. 36. 

One of the blessed fruits of the Day of Pentecost was, that 
the Holy Spirit, Who had spoken of old by the Prophets, and in 
the Psalms (2 Pet. i. 20, 21), now interprefe their words by the 
Apostles. On that Day He founded in the Church a School of 
Scriptural Hermeneutics. He declared on His own Divine autho- 
rity, that certain Scriptures, which He expounded by the mouth 
of Apostles, who were inspired by the Divine Comforter, refer 
to Christ. Thus He has provided a safeguard against that scep- 
ticism of modern times, which would wrest them aside from their 
true sense (2 Pet. iii. 16). He teaches us how they apply to 
Christ, and bas put into our band a key for unlocking oéhker 
prophecies of a like import. See above, Introduction, p. 16. 

Vou. I.—Paarrt II. 


29. etd (sc. torw)—rd prijua abrov] Let me speck freely to 
you concerning the Patriarch David, that he both died and hia 
sepulchre ie with us even to this day. See Joseph. Ant. xiii. 8. 
4, on Aavi8ov rdoos, David's tomb, sacrilegiously opened by 
Herod. Joseph. Antiq. xvi. 7. 1. 

The fact that St. Peter does not say body but sepulchre has 
been used by some as the groundwork of an opinion, that David’s 
body was one of those which rose a little before (Matt. xxvii. 53), 
and was carried by Christ with others info heaven. But not to 
say more, this opinion is contradicted by v. 34. 

. To Kata odpxa—Xpiordy] These words are omitted by 
some MSS. (e.g. A, B, C, D**) and Versions. But there is a 
considerable amount of external evidence in their favour. And 
the sense appears to be incomplete without them, or something 
like them. See also Bornemann’s note here. 

31. 4 yuxh abrod] omitted by A, B, C*, D, and some Versions. 

33. ry Sekig Tov @eov] to the right hand of God; so the 
ZEthiopic Version. See v. 34, éx Sefiay, and, as to the dative, 
Matt. xxi. 2. Rev. ii. 5, and Winer, § 31, 5, p. 192. The 
other interpretation, ‘' dy the right hand of God,’’ is authorized 
by the Vulgate, Syriac, Arabic, and English Versions, and by 
many learned Expositors. It is difficult to decide between them ; 
on the whole the former seems preferable. Cp. ch. v. 31. 

84. elwey 5 Képios] the Lord said. See on Matt. xxii. 44. 

36. xal Képioy abroy nal Xpiordy}] So A, B, C, and other 
MSS. and Versions, more clearly explanatory of St. Peter’s argu. 
ment (which is that Jesus is both Lurd Jehovah and Christ) 
than the reading of Elz., Képioy xal Xpiordy abrdy. 

— by dpeis doravpdcatre] whom ye erucified. On the purport 
of this speech, see Athanas. Orat. 11, adv. Arian., pp. 379—383, 
who observes that it is to be interpreted by reference to the 
opinions of the Jews, viz. 

(1) That Christ would not euffer (see John xii. 31); cp. 
Luke xxiv. 26, and 

(2) That He would be man, like other kings and conquerors 
of the Earth; but in their zeal for the doctrine of the Divine 
Unity, as they conceived it, of Jehovah, they did not expect the 
Messiah to be God in the Flesh. Athanasius therefore com- 
pares the Jews to the Arians, and confutes both by the same 
Scriptures. 

As has been observed by Professor Blunt, some of the pas- 
sages of Scripture which the Fathers used against the Jews, and 
some of the arguments with which the Fathers confuted éhem, 
afford the strongest weapons against the Sociniane. See above on 
Matt. xvi. 14. John x. 33. 

37. xatevirynoay] “compuncti, defizi sunt corde.” See on 
Rom. xi. 8. They who pierced Christ with nails, and slew Him 
(v. 23), were now pierced by the stings of remorse and com- 
punctign. 
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$8. BawricOhrw éxarros byay éx) rp dvdpats “Inoot Xpiorod) 
let every one of you be baplized in the Name of Jesus Christ. 
Since Jesus commanded His Apostles to baptize in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, therefore the 
Baptism administered by them in Christ’s Name was Baptism in 
the Name of the Holy Trinity, “according to the form which 
had been prescribed by Christ.’’ Cp. Waterland, Serm. viii. 
vol, ii. p. 175, and Bp. Pearson on the Creed, Art. i. p. 58. 

He that is baptized in the Name of Christ, is baptized in the 
Name of the Holy Trinity ;: for the Father and the Holy Spirit 
are inseparable from the Son. (Didym.) One Person of the 
Holy Trinity does not exclude another, but includes it. There- 
fore the Scripture sometimes mentions one Person, sometimes 
another Person, sometimes all the Persons, to show that all the 
Three Persons are of the same substance and power. S. Aug. 
c. Maximin, 17. 

Hence also we may prove the Divintly of Christ. To be 
baptized in the Name of Jesus, is to be baptized in the Name of 
the Triune God, which could not be, unless Jesus Christ were 
God. 

40. odOyre] be ye saved by God, Who desires your salvation 
and that of all men. 1 Tim. ii. 4, rdyras dvOpeéwous OéA€: cwOjvas. 
Do not, by obstinacy or carelessness, frustrate His gracious pur- 
poses for your everlasting good. (Luke vii. 30. 

41. dcudvws] Omitted by A, B, C, D, an 
perhaps rightly. 

— éBarric@ncay] they were baptized, and on that day were 
added (to the Church) about three thousand souls. A Strong 
text against those that would limit the sense of Barriouds to im- 
mersion. It is by no means probable, that 3000 persons were 
dipped by the Apostles and their assistant ministers, in one day, at 
Jerusalem. 

For an explanation of the readiness with which they ac- 
cepted the invitation to Baptism, see on John i. 25. 

— tpicxlAia:] The 3000 who were then converted, were not 
converted by St. Peter alone; but the rest of the Apostles, 
speaking in different tongues to people of different nations, were 
sharers in the work. Therefore it is said Peter stood up with the 
eleven (v. 14); and the hearers said to Peter and the rest of the 
Apostles, ‘‘ Men and brethren, what shall we do?’’ (p. 37.) Cp. 
Lightfoot. 

42. xpooxaprepotyres Ti didaxi 7. &.—TH xowovlga—xa) rais 
xpocevxais] ‘‘ Here,” says By. Pearson (in Acta Ap. i. 33; 
ii. 41. 48), ‘‘is the image of the Primitive Church. They who 
received the Apostles’ word were admitted into the Church by 
Baptism ; nor could they be received or become Christians by any 
other way than that; being admitted, they resorted to the Assem- 
blies of the Church, in which they gave diligent heed to the 
teaching of the Apostles, and partook of the Holy Eucharist, and 
joined in the Common Prayers. And thus they were a model to 
all Churches, even to the end of the world.” 

By. Andrewes, in his admirable Sermon on this text (vol. ii. 
p- 55, “On the worshipping of Imaginations’), has developed 
these principles, and has applied them to the history of the 
Church in every age; and has shown that they are a safeguard 
against all innovations in Doctrine and Discipline. 

To examine particulars, 

(1) These primitive believers communicated in fhe same 
Apostolic doctrine, tf 8:8axn. Cp. Eph. iv. 5. 

(2) They communicated in fellowship, 77 xoweovlg, rendered 
by the Vulgate in communicatione fractionis panis, the words 
being combined with what follows, and being understood secord- 


some Versions; 
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ing to an éy 3:2 Bvoty. Cp. 1 Cor. x. 16. And so Blunt, Early 
Church, p. 32. But ‘fellowship’ seems to be the true rendering. 
They were all of one heart, and they made open profession of 
communion iu the same faith by external acis of fellowship with 
the same Apostolic Ministry. Cp. Bp. Andrewes, ii. 62, who 
observes that the Ministry of the Church consisted at this time 
‘of two degrees,—(1) the Twelve, (2) the Seventy; both which 
were over the people in things pertaining to God;"’ and the Aabds, 
or people, communicated in holy offices with them. 

(3) rH xAdoes Tov Eprov) in the Breaking of Bread preparatory 
to the Holy Communion. Cp. ] Cor. x. 16. ‘‘ Eucharistia men- 
tionem hic facit Syrus.” (Rosenm.) See also Blunt, p. 32, and 
note below on v. 46. 

Bp. Pearson says here, “ Licet fractio panis it victam 
communem tantim significare, tamen cim in coené Domini panis 
signanter frangi dicatur; cum in vetustissimis ecclesiis quotidie 
Ewucharistiam celebrare moris esset ; ciim ex oblationibus & populo 
factis sumi solerent panis et vinum ad eum usum sacrum ; 
dubitari vix potest, quin hic ter mille homines in quotidian’ com- 
munione et fractione panis cenam Domini celebraverint.”’ 

(4) Tais xpovevyais, in the Prayers; probably some stated 
common form of prayer or liturgy. Cp. Blunt, on the Early 
Church, p. 32. 

By. Pearson remarks here, ‘' Erant perseverantes in ora- 
tionibus, publicis nempe atque communibus, in ipso coetu ab 
Apostolis etiam factis. Sub lege Mosis nullum de precibus con- 
ceptum videtur mandatum: pii tamen sepius in templo orabant; 
Baptista discipulos suos docuit orare. Unde unus ex discipulis 
Christo dixit, Domine, doce nos orare, sicul docuit ef Joannes 
discipulos swos. (Luc. xi. 1.) Unde Christus Orationem eam 
protulit, quam Dominicam vocamus. Apostoli igitur, quibus 
Spiritus Sanctus omnia in memoriam revocavit, queecunque antea 
Christus illis revelaverat, et e& Oratione usi sunt, et etiam alias 
usurpabant, a quibus vetustissimse precum formuls in omnibus 
ecclesiis pene ewdem derivate sunt.”’ 

43. éyévero—éylvero] Mark the difference of tense. Fear 
was inspired into ‘the hearts of the multitude once for all, and re- 
mained there: signs and wonders were being wrought offen by 
the Apostles. 

— répata xal onpeca] Cp... 19. 

44. elyov Axavra xowd) they had all things common. See on 
iv. 32—35. ‘ Liberum cuique fuit facere hoc, aut non facere, ut 
ostendit Ananise exemplum (v. 4) et Apostolorum tempore col- 
lectee in usum pauperum frequentatee sunt, ex Apostolorum prre- 
scripto. 1 Cor. xvi.” (Rosenm.) 

There was a special reason for this communion of goods at 
Jerusalem, where converts to Christianity would be regarded as 
renegades by the Jews, and be cut off from domestic intercourse, 
and from former means of subsistence. 

Though this example does not bind now in the strictness of 
the letier, yet it always binds in spirit. See Rom. xii. 13. Gal. 
vi. 6. Hebd. xiii. 16. Cp. Bp. Beveridge on Art. xxxviii. ‘‘ Chris- 
tian Men’s goods not common.” 

45. dxixpacnxoy] they were selling.—Observe the imperfects 
here and in the next verses, ewlrpacnoy, S:enépiCov, pereAduBavoy, 
xpooer(Oe:—giving a vivid picture of what was continually hap- 
pening ¢hen, in the infancy of the Church, and has never been 
seen since that time in the same degree. 

46. nal? jyudpay w. 5. dv re lepg] every day continuing with 
one accerd in the Temple. A warning against the sin of schism. 
Although the Priests who officiated in the Temple at Jerusalem 
had slain the Prince of Life (v. 23. 36; iii. 15), yet His Disciples 
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did not separate themselves from the public offices of Prayer and 
Praise in that Temple. At the same time they refused to submit 
to any sinful conditions imposed by the Rulers of Jerusalem, 
v. 29. See also next note. 

— KdA@vres—&proy] breaking bread. Hence S. Ignatius, Eph. 
20, iva Kprov KA@yres, i.e. receiving the Holy Eucharist. See 
on wv. 42. ‘‘ Significatur (says Bengel) victus quotidianus, cum 
quo perseepe conjuncta erat Eucharistia administratio: cf. xx. 7. 
1 Cor. xi. 20.’ Doubtless it describes the Christian dydru:. 
The words ‘daily bread,’’ in the Lord’s Prayer, were applied by 
Primitive Fathers to the reception of the Holy Eucharist as joined 
to the daily meal. See Clem. Alex. Peedag. ii. 10. Cyprian, Ep. 
54. Blunt, p. 106, and note above on »v. 42. 

— Kar’ olxoy] at home, or in the house, or room to which they 
habitually resorted for worship. At home. So our English margin 
and the Syriac, and so Bengel, Meyer, and Alford. For this use 
of at’ olxoy, see Rom. xvi. 5. Philem. 2. 1 Cor. xvi. 19. Clem. 
Rom. i. |. Mart. Ignat. 7. There is a contrast between the 
Public Worship of the Temple and the religious offices of Chris- 
tian Assemblies af home. 

The sense is, While they resorted daily to the public service 
of the Temple, they celebrated (what they could not have in the 
Temple) the Holy Communion in their own oratory at home, 
perhaps in the same ofxos, or room, as that mentioned above, 
ii. 2 (see note there), where the Holy Ghost descended on the 
Church upon the Day of Pentecost. See also below, v. 42, év rq 
iepy, xal rar’ olxoyv, where there is the same contrast. 

The Apostles and primitive Disciples would not separate 
themselves from the Temple, but resorted habitually to it, in 
order that it might not be supposed that the Gospel, which they 
preached, was at variance with the Law of Moses; and in order 
that they might give a practical confirmation to their argument 
that Christ had been foretold by Moses and the Prophets, whose 
office it was to prepare the way for Him. At the same time they 
would not tempt any one to imagine that the Temple, with its 
ceremonial, ‘which was a shadow of good things to come” 
(Heb. x. 1), and whose body and substance was Christ (Col. 
ii. 17), could supply the spiritual needs of the faithful worshipper ; 
they therefore assembled xar’ ofxoy, for prayer and praise, and for 
the administration of the Sacraments ; probably in their own upper 
room, which had now become the Church of God. Happily for 
her, the difficulties hence arising were solved a few years after- 
wards by the destruction of the Temple, and by the abolition of 
its services. The demolition of the Jewish Temple was the 
building up of the Christian Church. See above, p. 29. 

— pereAduBavoy tpopijs év &. x. d. x.] they were partaking 
of food with one another, the rich being glad to distribute 
(1 Tim. vi. 18).—évy dyarAidou, rejoicing in the privilege of 
giving; and not doing it in a scrupulous or ostentatious spirit, 
but in singleness of heart, dv a&peAdrnri, in simplicity (Rom. 
xij. 8. Col. iii. 22). On the sense of ageAhs—properly applied 
to land exempt from stones and pebbles, rendering the land 
sterile; and to smooth roads, —see Ruhnken, Lex. Tim. v. 
oéAAca, and Valck. here. And the poor were thankful for what 
they received (James i. 9), and did not conceal their gratitude. 

47. Kupios] the Lord. Observe the word Kdpios as used here. 
The Aposties preached and baptized; but it was ‘he Lord Who 
was adding those, who received the Word and Sacraments of Sal- 
vation, to the Church. Kupss in the Old Testament is Jehovah, 
and in the New is Christ. Christ is one with Jehovah, and He 
adds believers to the Church, Kupiaxqi, the Lord’s House; cp. on 
Luke x. 1], and above on i. 6, and i. 2U. 

— xpoceti@e:] was adding. 

— Tovs cwlouérous] present participle in a middle sense; 
and it designates those who were escaping (as it were) from the 
Flood, and taking refuge in the Ark, the Church; those who 
were flying from the bondage of a spiritual Egypt, and were 
entering on the way of salvation, toward the land of Promise; 
those who were being delivered from the death of sin, by incor- 
poration into the owrfpioy capa tov Lwriipos, Eph. v. 23. Cf. 
v. 40, c6Onre axd Tis yeveas THs oxodtas Tabrys, and S&. Ignat. 
Polyc. i. rdyras wapaxadciy va o6 Cevrat, to escape, save them- 
selves. And see below on xiii. 48. 


‘Calvinism has made great use of this text, and important 
consequences have been deduced from it. But the phrase of the 
original is robs aw (oyévous, where the tense employed shows that 
the expression applies only to those who are in a state of salvation; 
as Tois dxoAAupévas (1 Cor. i. 18) applies to the opposite; dis- 
couraging the Calvinistic interpretation.” Professor Blunt 
(Duties of the Parish Priest, Sect. ii. p. 51). ‘(It is remarkable 
that the tense used (viz. the present) is the on/y tense which er- 
cludes the Calvinistic interpretation ; both the Future (awéyao- 
Hévous) and the Past (cecwopdvous) would have favoured it.” 
(Bp. Middleton, p. 369.) See further below on the kindred text, 
xiii. 48. 

— Kal? hudpay rH exxAnclg] daily to the Church. So E and 
the great majority of cursive MSS. D has éxl 7d abrd ev ri 
éxxAnola. The words rf éxxAnolg are not in A, B, C, and some 
ancient Versions, which read xa’ judpay éx) rd avrd: Mérpos 32 
Kal "Iwdeyns dvéBavov, as in the next chapter, ». 1. It is not 
improbable that r# éxxAnolg may be a gloss here. In v. 41, St. 
Luke says simply rpoceré@noay Wuyal aoe) rpiox Ara, but we 
have xpocer{Gevro rq Kuplo in v. 14. The use of éwl after xpoo- 
vlOnps is illustrated by Luke xii. 25, wpocGeiva: ext thy sAcclay 
avtov wijxuy éva. And the junction of ér) rd ab’rd with dvéBawor 
is somewhat constrained and harsh. 

Perhaps therefore with Bengel, Lachmann, and Alford we 
ought to read xpocer{Oe: robs cwfoudvous éxl 7d abtrd, and to 
commence the next chapter, Mérpos 8% nal "lwdyyns. The words 
éx) rd abrd are very significant, as expressing the Unity of Faith 
in which all were knit together ; see i. L5. 

Other Editors (Tischendorf, Bloomf., Meyer) retain the 
words tH éxxAnalg, with Elz. 

In such a case as this it seems best to allow the words to 
remain undisturbed, and to leave the question to the judgment of 
the learned reader. 

If the words rf "ExxAnolg are genuine, then this is the first 
place where the term Ecclesia, or Church, occurs, in this the 
divinely inspired History of the Church, where the word Ecclesia 
is repeated about twenty times. 

The Holy Ghost does not specify any time of the imposition 
of the name ‘‘ Church ’’ on the congregation of Christians; but 
He introduces the word at once with the definite article (see 
v. 11). He displays the Church as already in being, and known 
as the divinely instituted Society which Christ had redeemed 
and purchased by His own blood. See xx. 28. 

On the word ’ExxAnalg, see Matt. xvi. 18, and cp. below, 
v. 11, the next place in the Acts where 'ExxAnuig occurs. 


Ca. III. 1. éxt 1d abrd] See on ii. 47. 

— Tlérpos xal "Iwdvyns] Peter and John were going up. S. 
Chrys. remarks on the constant union of Peter and John in the 
later portions of the Gospel, and the earlier ones of the Acts. 
See John xviii. 16; xx.3; xxi.2—21. Acts iii.3, 4.11; iv. 19; 
viii, 14, and an excellent note by Mr. Humphry here, and on v. 6. 

From the circumstance, that St. John is so often mentioned 
in combination with St. Peler, up to the time when Peter and 
John are sent to Samaria to confirm the baptized converts 
(viii. 14), and that St. John is never afterwards mentioned in 
the Acts of the Apostles; though St. Peter is mentioned nearly 
forty times after that occasion; it may perhaps be reasonably 
inferred, that St. John departed from Judma, perhaps into Asia, 
not long after that time. St. John is mentioned as present at 
Jerusalem on the occasion of St. Paul’s visit, Gal. ii. 9. Cp. 
Acts. xv. 2. 

The connexion between St. John’s Epistles and St. Peter's 
Epistles has been noticed in the Editor’s Lectures on the Canon 
of Scripture (Lect. xi. 288), and below, in the Iniroduciion to St. 
John’s Second Epistle. 

The Fathers regard St. Peter as a representative of the prac- 
tical life, and St. John of the contemplative. The junction of 
both under the influence of the Holy Ghost is necessary fur the 
building up of the Church. Both must be united; both must 
seek for grace from above; both must go up together to the 
Temple to pray. 

Concerning St. John’s shady history, see above, Intro- 
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duction to his Gospel, and the Article in Tiliemont, Lardner, 
Winer, and Dr. W. Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible, 1860. 

— dvéBawvor] were going up to the Temple, a public place, at 
a time of general resort. 

The miracle was wrought in a spot much frequented, and at 
a time when it was most crowded. 

— thy dvdrny] the ninth hour : when the evening sacrifice was 
offered. Joseph. Ant. xiv. 4. 3, below, x. 3, and see the Rab- 
binical authorities in Wetst. p. 471. The Spa zplrn, third hour, 
the hour of the morning sacrifice, has been already mentioned, 
ii. 15. 

2. ¢Barrd(ero] was being carried—in order to be laid at the 
Gate. 

— by éridovy] whom they used to lay. 

— @vpay—dpalay] the door called Beautiful. Kither at 
Nicanor, Joseph. B. J. v. 5. 3, or the Door named Susan, per- 
haps so called 3:4 rh» dpaiérnra, as the City Susa was the City of 
Lilies (see Kuin. and Winer, ii. 680). Both these were on the 
eastern side of the Temple. 

Here we have the word @¢épa, in ». 10, wbAn. The reason 
seems to be, that they used to bring the man to the 6@¢pa, or 
door, before it was opened (see xiv. 27; xvi. 26, 27; xxi. 30), 
and when persons were passing through it he lay at the wdéAn, 
or gale. 

i BAdvoy els jpas} look to us. “ This suffices (says Sever. in 
Caten., where the MS. has dpéone:, read dpxet) for thy instruction 
and health. Look to us, the Apostles of Christ. In His Name, 
by His power, not ours, arise, and walk.” 

It appears that the Apostles had the power of discerning the 
spirit of this man whom they healed ; for he showed his thankful 
piety by entering the Temple, and praising God (v. 9). And 
he clung to Peter and John (v. 11), and continued with them in 
their perils (iv. 14). Cp. Acts xiv. 9, and see below, where they 
speak of his faith (v. 16), which may sapply a comment on this 


Compare the hesling of those who were bitten by fiery ser- 
pents in the wilderness. The brazen serpent healed them by 
the power of Him Who is the Saviour of all (Wisd. xvi. 7). But 
in order to be healed, they must /ook at it. (Numb. xxi. 8.) 

5. éwetxev abrots} sc. roy vouv, Luke xiv. 7. 

6. apyiptoy xa xpucloy ody iwdpxes pot) silver and gold there 
ie not (o me—to me, who am a poor Galilean. A proof of his 
compliance with Christ's command, Matt. x. 9, wh xrhonobe 
xpuody undt Epyupow eis ras Cwvds spor. 

‘‘ Legi apud auctores graves (says A Lapide here), S. Thom. 
Aquinatem, cium ad Innocentium 1V. Pontificem venisset, coram 
quo forte magna vis auri signati numerabatur, et Pontifex ei 
dixisset, Videsne, Thoma, Ecclesiam non amplius, sicut olim, 
cum primiim inceperat, dicere posse Argentum ef aurum non 
babeo? modesté respondisse, Fatendum est, sancte Pater; sed 


etiam Ecclesia non potest, sicut primitiva, ad claudum dicere, 
Surge, et ambula.” 

— dy re dvduars Inco) in the Name of Jesus: see below, on 
ix. 34. 

7. Bdoeis—ogupd] The soles first were strengthened, then 
the ankles; then he leapt up. 

8. dfarAduevos] springing up from the ground: dvacxpray, 
Suid. Cp. Isa. xxxv. 6. 

— wepierdre:] he was walking. 

ll. a’rov] SoA, B,C, E. Elz. rot laddvros ywAov, which 
seems to be a gloss. 

— oTog 7. k. ZoAopevos] The porticus,—corridor, arcade, 
or cloister of Solomon—where Jesus had walked at the Feast of 
Dedication, John x. 23, where see note. 

12. ypiy rl drevifere}] why on usdo ye fiz your eyes? The 
Holy Spirit had bestowed on them the grace of humility, as well 
as the gift of Tongues. On the word drevi(w see i. 10.— nyt is 
put here emphatically, On us why do ye gaze? Look not to us, 
but to Christ. 

— wexoinnéct Tov x.) This use of xoretv, followed by voi, 
and an infinitive, and indicating the effect designed, is derived 
from the LXX. See Josh. xxii. 26, wotjoa: rot oixodopjoas. 
Cp. 1 Kings xvi. 19. A somewhat similar use occurs below, 
vii. 19, dxdxwoe Tot wocewy, and xxvii. 1. Cp. Winer, § 44, p. 292. 

— @3dface) he glorified Jesus. Observe the aorists. Ye 
denied Him and killed Him; but God glorified Him—even by 
His death. : 

13. roy watda abrov “Incoty] His servant Jesus. The word 
wais is applied to Christ in Acts iii. 26; iv. 27 30. It is observ- 
able, that it is followed by the word "Incois, and is never used to 
describe the Eternal generation of the Divine Logos, but is em- 
ployed to designate His generation in time as the Man Christ 
Jesus, and so marks the distinction of the two Natures in One 
Person. 

It is probable that wais in these passages is not to be ren- 
dered child, but servant, being used by the LXX for the Hebr. 
137 servus, and in this sense applied to Christ: see Isa. xlii. 1 ; 
xlviii. 20; xlix. 3. 5, 6; lit. 13, liti. 11; liv. 17. Zech. iii. 8, 
where SovAos ie used by LXX. Cp. Matt. xii. 18, and so Theo- 
phyl. p. 207, 80vXAoy roy “Incoby Kade Bid. 7d AvP pexivoy: cp. 
iv. 25. 

The expression wais @eo¥, as applied in this sense to Christ 
by His disciples, is peculiar to the Acts of the Apostles. But 
this is what might be expected ; and is an evidence of its genuine- 
ness and truth. At the time described in these earlier Chapters 
of this book, the minds of the Apostles must have been deeply 
impressed with a sense of the condescension, humiliation, and 
obedience of Christ, as seen in the scenes they had lately wit- 
nessed of His Agony and Passion. And it was a doctrine, which 
they were most concerned in inculcating now on the minds of the 
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Jews — that Christ must have suffered these things, and so 
enter into His glory. (Luke xxiv. 26. 46.) See Acts iii. 18; xvii. 
3, and on xxvi. 23. Cp. St. Peter’s words (1 Pet. i. 11), ra els 
Xpiordy waGhpara, xal ras pera ravra Bdéas. His Obedience 
to Death (both as piacular and exemplary) was to be preached as 
the cause of His Exaltation. See on Matt. xxviii. 18. 

In the next age, the term wais @eov was applied to Christ as 
a Son. See Polycarp. Mart. § 14, and S. Hippolyt. Philosoph. 
p- 336, and contra Noétum, § 5 and § 7 and § 11, and the note 
of Faéricius, ii. p. 10. 

— duets] A, B,C, E add the péy, which is not in Elz. 

— MNAdrov] of Pilate. ThAdros has always the Article in 
St, John, but never in the Acts. Cp. Winer, p. 103. 

14, 15. &v8pa povda—apxrrydy rT. bas) You craved as a favour 
from Pilate the life of one who killed others; and you extorted 
the death of Him Who is the life of the dead. Chrys. 

15. dpynydv) chief ruler, called also dpxiroiuhy, chief shep- 
herd by St. Peter, 1 Pet. v. 4. 

16. xlore: rot dvduaros abrov] by faith in Him.— dvoua 
"Iycot est Jesus Ipse; ut in V. T. Nomen Jehove est Jehovah 
Ipse.”” (Rosenm.) 

— 4 slaris 4 80 abrov) the faith wrought through Him in 
us the Apostles, and in him who has been healed. “ Fides quze 
per Eum est” (Vulg.); i. e. “ per Eum Apostolis data, ipsique 
sanato.’’ See Acts xiv. 9. So 8a, John vi. 57. Rom. i. 5; v.2; 
xi. 36. Gal. ii. 2. Heb. ii. 10. Glass. Phil. p. 491. Sed (says 
Ammon.) thy slotw avvdpapueiv, xal tov tyiafoudvou xal rot 
dwrepevxonudvov. 

17. xara &yvoiay)} through ignorance. On the difference be- 
tween sins of Presumption, or wilful sins, and sins of Ignorance, 
and how far, and in what cases, Ignorance excuses, see By. San- 
derson (Serm. vi. ad Pop. on Gen. xx. 6, § 11—28; ili. pp. 223 
—210). Cp. Luke xziii. 34. John xvi. 3. 1 Cor. ii. 8. 1 Tim. 
i. 13. 

18. 3:4 orduaros] by the mouth of all Hie prophets. All the 
Prophets are regarded as having one mouth, by which the Onze 
Spirit speaks (cp. Matt. xxvii. 9; 2 Pet. i. 21), and bears one 
and the same testimony to the Passion of Christ. 

— atrov) So B,C, D,E. Hise Christ (cp. iv. 26), though 
rejected by you. Elz. omits abrot. 

On this text eee Dr. Barrow, Serm. Ixxvi. vol. iii. p. 451, 
‘‘ The sufferings of Christ foretold in the Old Testament.”’ 

19. Sxws by] in order that the seasons of refreshing may 
come; ‘ut veniant vobis,”’ says Iren. iii. 12, and Tertullian, de 
Resurr. c. 23, and Vulg. Cp. Winer, § 42, pp. 277. 410; 

St. Peter’s speech is addressed to the Jewish people, and is 
still applicable to them. In it the Holy Spirit declares a solemn 
truth, viz. that the Coming of the seasons of Refreshment from 
the presence of the Lord, and of the Second Advent of Christ, and 
the Restitution of all things, are so ordered by Divine Wisdom as 
to depend on the Repentance of the Jews, and on their reception 
of the Gospel. Cp. Rom. xi. 25—27. Zech. xii. J0, and xiii. xiv. 

Their Conversion must precede those glorious manifestations. 

Here is the true ground of appeal to the Jews. Repent ye, 
and believe, in order that the number of God’s elect (which can- 
not be completed without you, cp. Heb. xi. 39, 40) may be ac- 
complished, and His Coming and Kingdom may be hastened, and 
the happiness of the saints of old, who have departed in faith, 
may be consummated by the resurrection of their bodies, and you 
may be admitted in soul and body with them to the full fruition 
of heaven. 

This remarkable truth is expressed by St. Peter himself in 
his Second Epistle (2 Pet. iii. 12), where he exhorts his Jewish- 
Christian readers to live in holiness, expecting and hastening the 


Coming of the Day of the Lord. This is one of the many inter- 
nal evidences of the genuineness of that Epistle. 

— Kaipol dvapitews] seasone of refreshing: d&vduits is used 
by the LXX for i177, from root Mm, respiravit se, Exod. viii. 15, 
applied to Pharaoh when he had a respite, or breathing-time, 
from the plagues. 

The re-appearing of Christ is compared to a season of deli- 
verance from antecedent grievous calamities. Cp. Luke xxi. 28, 
and Rom. viii. 19—23, quoted here by Chrys. The Church must 
expect severe tribulation from the power of Antichrist, befure the 
Second Advent of Christ. The one will be followed by the other. 

Then the present material world will be dissolved; and the 
faithful will be translated to the new heavens and new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness, 2 Pet. iii. 13. 

— &dxd spocwmrov] from the face. A Hebraism.—See Vorst. 
p- 337. Cp. 1 Thess. ii. 19. 

20. xaf] «al appears to have here the sense of the Hebrew 
Vau, and to be used to join clauses which we should combine by 
when. See Gen. xix. 23. 2Sam. iv. 7. Schroeder, Synt. Hebr. 
§ 109, p. 329. 

— mpoxexeipiopévoy] So A, B,C, D, E, and many cursive 
MSS. and Versions, for wpoxexnpvyuévoy. mpoxexespionévoy = 
xpoBeBAnpévoy, nrowpacuévor. (Hesych.) ‘ preparatum ”’ (Iren.). 
‘ destinatum ’’ (Tertullian). Cp. Acts xxii. 14; xxvi. 16. 

21. Sé{acGas] Séxouas—connected with 3efidA—to confain, to 
hold, to keep, suscipere. (Vulg.) Cp. Acts vii. 38; xxi. 17. 
James i. 21. This sense is authorized by Justin Martyr (Apol. 
i. 60), who uses the word xaréxew, and by Theophyl., Ecumen., 
and others. So accipio is used by Virg. (/En. vii. 209), ‘‘ Hine 
illum Corythi Tyrrhend a sede profectum Aurea nunc solio stel- 
lantis regia coeli Accipi/, et numerum divorum etatibus auget ”’ 
(Wetst.). The heavens contasn Christ as Man; but as God He 
is dxardAnwros, incomprehensible. 

The Divines of Rome have endeavoured to reconcile this state- 
ment of St. Peter with the doctrine of Transubstantiation: but 
with what success may be seen by the following note of one of the 
most learned and ingenious among them, Corn. a Lapide: *‘Non 
docemus Christum coelo evocandum ad Eucharistiam, quasi coelum 
deserens locali motu descendat, hoc enim tantim fiet in die 
Judicii; sed quod manens in celo per Omnipotentiam Dei pre- 
sentem (i. e. carnaliter) se sistat in Eucharistid, sive id fiat per 
corporis Ejus replicationem, sive per acquisifionem novi loci (de 
quo disputant scholastici) idque invisibiliter et indivisibililer, 
cum tn coelo sil visibililer et divisibiliter respectu loci ; alio enim 
loco (sc. cali) est Christi caput; in alio collum, in alio pectus, in 
alio pedes; cum in Eucharistid omnia Christi Membra sint in 
eodem loco, puta in eddem hostiad eodemgue hostia puncto.”’ 

— &xpi voy axoxaracrdcews] not to the season, xaipoi, 
as if transitory, but fo the times (permanent) of the fulfilment 
and consummation of those things which God promised by the 
Prophets. See on Mark ix. 12, and on Actsi. G6. dwoxardoracis 
= teAelwors (Hesych.): cupwAhpwors (Schol. Mosq. ap. Grin- 
field); ‘‘ plena rerum exhibitio”’ (Valek. on Luke vii. 10). So 
(cumen. and Didym., who says, ‘‘ Christ, having been received 
into heaven, remains there till the end of the world, when He 
will come again with power, and all that the Prophets have fore- 
told will be accomplished ;”” and then all Christ’s enemies, Satan 
and the world, will be put under His feet, and His mediatorial 
kingdom be complete, and God will be all in all. See 1 Cor. xv. 
25, 26. Heb. x. 12, 13; and Grofius and Rosenm. here, and 
note above on Matt. xxviii. 18. 

The xaipds dvaydgews is the season when Christ will re-appear. 
Cp. Luke xxi. 28, “ Look up, for your redemption draweth nigh.” 
But the xpévort dwoxaracrdcews, or times of restitution, in 
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which Christ will be visible to the faithful, will never end. Cp. 
2 Pet. ii. }3. On this distinction of xa:pds and xpdvos see i. 7. 

— dx’ alavos] clip ‘ ab antiquissimo tempore,’—-‘ as long as 
time was.’ Cp. John ix. 32, éx rot alavos obx, i. e. never. 
Isa. xl. 21; lxiv. 4. 1 Cor. viii. 13. Vorst. de Hebr. p. 737. All 
the Prophets, i. e. Prophecy as a whole, of a// time, has spoken of 
Christ and His kingdom. 

22. Moitoyjs uév}] Having said that the Prophets all speak of 
Christ, he next appeals to Moses, the giver of the Law; and 
proves, that Jesus Christ is not contrary to the Law and the Pro- 
phets, but was preached by them, i.e. by all the Scriptures of the 
Jews, whom he is addressing. 

— ds dpé] like unto me. Deut. xviii. 15; Moses said that 
God would raise up a Prophet like unto himself; viz. as a man 
persecuted in childhood, and saved in Egypt; resisted by those 
whom he came to save, and even by some of his own household ; 
and as confronting and vanquishing the false prophets of Egypt, 
and a Mediator with God; speaking to God face to face,—speak- 
ing as ‘the meekest of men,” yet zealous for God; a worker of 
miracles; dividing the sea (a type of Baptism); giving water from 
the rock, and bread from heaven (types of the Word and Sacra- 
ments); raising the serpent on the pole in the wilderness, as 
Christ was lifted up to die upon the cross. 

Like unto me, and yet greater than I (cf. Heb. v. 3—6); 
for ye shall hear Him in whatever He shall say to you. He 
fulfilled the Levitical Law, and so touk away that which was pub- 
lished by Moses, and therefore is greater than he. The likeness 
of Christ to Moses is beautifully, though silently, traced by St. 
Stephen in his speech to the Sanhedrim, Acts vii.; see the Pre- 
liminary note to that speech. 

23 etorcOpevOhoera: ex Tot Aaov] The LXX have here (Deut. 
XViii_ 19) eyed exBiahow €f abrod.—exdinhow in the original is wn, 
from rvot wy}, exquisivit, ‘I will require it of him;’ which is 
explained here by the Holy Spirit speaking by St. Peter to be tan- 
tamount to—He shall be punished with death, he shall be cut off, 
eFoA0bpevOfcera:,—a word familiar to St. Luke’s readers from the 
LXX, where éfoAo8petm occurs frequently for mp, exscidit, Gen. 
xvii. 14. Exod. xii. 15. 19. Lev. xvii. 4. 9. 14, and passim. See 
Aben Ezra in Surenhus. p. 401. 

St. Luke does not follow here the LXX eracily, nor the 
Hebrew, but he gives the sense. This is one example among 
many of the practice of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament 
giving an explanatory paraphrase of His own words in the Old. 
See on Matt. ii. 23. 

24. awd ZaunovhaA} from Samuel. Cp. 2 Sam. vii. 12—15. 


Cu. IV. 4. orparryds rot lepov} the captain of the Temple. 


The officer of the Priest and Levites who kept guard at the Tem- 
ple,—nof a Roman fanctionary. See on Luke xxii. 4. The 
Romans do not appear, in the Acts, as Persecutors of the Apostles. 

— of Sadb8ovnaion}] the Sadducees, who say there is no resur- 
rection (Matt. xxii. 23. Acts xxiii. 8); and therefore foresaw that 
their own influence with the people would be impaired, if the 
Apostles succeeded in convincing them of the truth of the Ressr- 
rection of Christ. Hence their activity against the Gospel after 
the Resurrection. The High Priest and many of his assessors 


and associates were Sadducees. Seev.17. Cp. Joseph. Antiq. 


xiii. 9; xviii. 2. 

Referring toa son of Annas, Ananus, who was afterwards 
High Priest, and a Saddacee, Josephus observes, that the Sad- 
ducees were distinguished above all his fellow-countrymen for 
cruelty in judicial causes,— ep) ras xploeis wpyol xapda wdvras 
Tous "lovdalous. (Joseph. xx. 9.1.) Such were the judges before 
whom the Apostles were srraigned (see v. 17). This circum- 
stance, and the fact that the Sadducees rejected the belief in all 
spiritual and Angelic agency, and in the doctrine of a future 
Resurrection, may serve to account for what has been deemed in- 
credible by some, viz. the obstinate infatuation of the Sanhedrim 
in continuing to persecute the Apostles after the miraculous inter- 
ference of God in their behalf. 

For another reason see below on v. 28. 

Gamaliel the Pharisee is better disposed to receive that 
evidence in their behalf. See v. 17. 33, 34. 

2. dy TG “Incov] in Jesus. The truth of the Resurrection, 

(1) in the case of Jesus Himself, and 

(2) of all men through Him. 1 Cor. xv. 22. 

3. éoxépa] eventide. The miracle had been wrought about 
3 p.m. See iii. 1. 

4. dyerhOn] became. 

— doe) yiriddes wévre] about five thousand men. Here was a 
spiritual fulfilment of the prophecy contained in Christ’s miracle on 
the mountain of Bethsaida, when He said to His Apostles, ‘' Give 
ye them to eat."" (Luke ix. 13. See Chrys.) Those who ate of 
the food provided by Him were about five thousand men ;— 
kvdpes ; cp. dv8pay here, and Matt. xiv. 21. Both miracles were 
wrought in the evening. Cp. Mark vi. 36. The Gospel is God’s 
last revelation. 

He Who fed the bodies of the 5000 on the mountain, by the 
hands of His Apostles, now feeds the souls by an Apostolic 
Ministry with the bread of life from heaven; and He will always 
continue to do so. Cp. John vi. 9. 13, and at end of the chapter. 

5. é&v] SoA, B,D,E. Elz. els. 

6. xal”Avvay roy dpyiepéa xal Kaidpay] and Annas the High 
Priest and Caiaphas. Why is Annas here called the High Priest, 
and placed before Cataphas—who was High Priest ? 
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The reason seenis to be, that though Caiaphas was High 
Priest de facto, being intruded into the office by the civil power 
of Rome (see on Matt. xxvi. 3), yet Annas was High Priest de 
jure, and was regarded as such ecclesiastically (see on Luke 
iii. 2). Hence our Lord was taken to Annas first (John xviii. 
13, where see note). 

Hence also St. Luke designates Annas as the High Priest 
here and in his Gospel (iii. 2), at the same time that he mentions 
Caiaphas in both places with, and next after, Annas. 

After the Crucifixion, and for many years, the Civil power of 
Rome seems to have done no overt act spontaneously against the 
Christian Church ; 

Pontius Pilate, though he was Procurator till a.p. 36, is 
never mentioned as a persecutor in the Acts. 

Indeed, what Tertullian records concerning the “ Acta 
Pilati”*—almost in conscience a Christian, ‘‘ conscientia sua 
Christiani,""—and the consequent proposition of the Emperor 
Tiberius to the Roman Senate to divinize Christ (Tertudlian, 
Apol. 21, and Apol. 5. Eused. ii. 2), is too well grounded to be 
rejected (see By. Pearson, Opera Post. i. 342, and ii. 21); and it 
derives some confirmation from the remarkable fact, which ap- 
pears from the silence of St. Luke, that for some years after the 
Ascension, Christianity had nothing to fear from the Roman 

ower. 

The persecutions of the Apostles and Christians at Jerusalem 
and in Palestine were set on foot, and carried on, by the spiritual 
power of the Jewish Hierarchy. Thus the bitterness of the 
Jewish Rulers against Christ and His Church is brought out 
more strongly by the contrast of the comparative mildness of the 
Heathen power of Rome. No wonder, that the agency of Rome 
was employed by God to destroy Jerusalem. 

Annas was the Head of the Jewish Hierarchy. The nominee 
of Rome, Caiaphas, had, as such, a subordinate place. This seems 
to be the reason, why in the Evangelical narratives of the Cru- 
cifizion, which was the act of the Roman power, instigated by the 
Chief Priest and people,—and could not have been done without 
the fiat of the Roman Procurator (Jobn xviii. 31),—Caiaphas, the 
Roman High Priest, holds the chief place. But, after that act, 
the Roman power was quiescent, and the responsibility and guilt 
of persecution lay with the Jewish Sanhedrim; and Annas, the 
spiritual Head of the Nation, is mentioned first, as here. See 
above on Luke iii. 2, and John xviii. 13. 

It was probably on account of the position of Annas, as Spi- 
ritual Head of the Jewish Hierarchy, that five of his Sons were 
appointed to the High Priest’s office by those who desired to con- 
ciliate the Jews, and paid some regard to the original law of here- 
ditary succession in that office. : 

Yet we rend such observations as the following, in one of the 
most celebrated modern commentaries on this passage: ‘‘ Da 
damals nicht Hannas, sondern Kataphas regiernender Oberpriester 
war, so muss hier wie Luk. iii. 2. eine irrige Angabe zugestanden 
werden.’’ (Meyer, p. 87.) As if St. Luke, the friend and com- 
panion of St. Paul, the scholar of Gamaliel, and commissioner of 
the Sanhedrim, to say nothing of St. Luke’s inspiration, did not 
know who the High Priest was, and is now to be set right by 
a modern Expositor | 

— "lwdvyny xal AAdtav3poy} John and Alexander. Jobn was 
probably the son of Annas; and Alexander was the brother of 
the famous Jewish Historian Philo (Josephus, Ant. xviii. 8. 1. 
8. Jerome, Cat. Scr. art. Philo), and a man of great wealth. 
Josephus, B. J. v. 5.3. Bp. Pearson. ‘ 

7. dv rq@ dow) in the midst. The Sanhedrim sat in a semi- 
circle. See on vi. 12. 


™ 1 Tim. 2. 5, 6. 


— éruvOdyovro] they were inguiring. St. Luke in the Acts is 
very fond of the imperfect tense; as if he had a picture of what 
he is describing, present to his eyes. See ii. 12. 44. 47; iii. 1,2; 
iv. 32—36. 

— éxothoare rovro| ye did‘ this; they will not say this mi- 
racle; they insinuated that it was done by some evil power, or by 
magic, as they had said of Christ’s miracles (Luke xi. 15. John 
viii. 48) ; and so some said even in the fourth century. See Aug. 
de Con. Evang. i. 8 (quoted by A Lapide). 

— duets] ye, spoken with contempt, and therefore reserved as 
the last word of the sentence—ye Galileans ! 


8. Mérpos tAnoGels Mvetuaros aylov]) Peter being filled with 
the Holy Ghost. Compare Peter a few days since in the Palace 
of the High Priest, thrice denying his Master from fear of prison 
and death, and now brought forth from prison, and confessing 
Christ before the same High Priest and the Sanhedrim, which 
had delivered Christ up to Pilate for crucifixion, and charging 
them with His murder; and declaring that the stone rejected by 
you, the builders of God’s house, is become the Head of the 
Corner; nor is the salvation, which is promised by God, to be 
found in any other than Him, Who was crucified by you. How 
is this change to be accounted for? By inspiration—by the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. This is the only solution of this and of a 
vast number of other phenomena in Holy Scripture. Faith in 
the Holy Ghost, and in His Divine agency on the soul, makes 
those phenomena clear; without it they are unintelligible. See 
above on ii. 12. 

Tv. the earlier Chapters of the Acts of the Apostles we see 
Peter and John on one side, and Caiaphas and Annas on the 
other: the former the Representatives of the Christian Church, 
the latter of the Jewish Hierarchy. There is a remarkable con- 
trast between these two parties. May not Cafayhas and Cephas 
perhaps be from the same root nep? At first Cephas had 
quailed before Caiaphas, but now that the Holy Ghost is given, 
Caiaphas cannot resist Cephas (v. 14); the one falls, the other 
rises. The reason is, because Caiaphas rejects the Corner Stone, 
and is bruised to pieces by it. (Matt. xxvi. 64. Luke xx. 18.) 
But Cephas is a lively stone, and is built upon it. (Matt. xvi. 18. 
1 Pet. ii. 4.) 

Annas and Jo-hannes are from the same root y31 (gratiosus 
Jfuit), but John is strong in the Grace of God, and conquers 
thereby. 

9. ebepyeals dvOpéxov] good deed done to the man; dvOpdxov 
is the genitive of the odject. See on Matt. x. 1, etovalay zvcu- 
pdrov. Luke vi. 12, xpovevy7 7. Geov. 

10. "Incod X. rov Na wpalov, by imets doravpécare] Jesus 
Christ the Nazarene, whom ye crucified. Think not that we 
desire to conceal His country, Nazareth, or His death, on the 
Cross. Ye crucified Him, but He was raised by God, and He 
now worke miracles from heaven. (Chrys.) He quotes the title 
on the Cross. 


lL. Suey tev oixodopotyrwy) of you the builders (ray olxo- 
3éuwy, A, B, E), the appointed Teachers of Israel. Cp. Matt. 
xxiii. 2, and John iii. 10, od ef 5 S:ddoxaros "IopafaA. 

— els xepadrhy yovias] to the head of the corner. Cp. St. 
Peter's declaration in his Epistle (1 Pet. ii. 6—8). 

12. 4% cawrnpla—rd de8ouévov] Observe the articles 4 and ra, 
which find a proper place in a speech to the Rulers of the Jews, 
who confessed that man’s salvation had been provided for by God, 
and that in His Name men might be saved. St. Peter teaches 
them that the means of that salvation are to be found in Christ, 
and in Lis Name alone, which is therefore declared to be Divine. 
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18. -xaraAaBduevor] does not seem to mean, “ having perceived 
by their speech,”’ but having ascertained from inquiry, or pre- 
vious knowledge. See xxv. 25. 

— itera] i8érns, properly a private person, as opposed to 
a public magistrate, or minister or professor of art or science; 
hence illiterate. Cp. 2 Cor. xi. 6. 1 Cor. xiv. 16. 23, 24. See 
Bentley's excellent remarks on the passage in Vicfor’s Chronicon, 
‘‘Sancta Evangelia, tanquam ab idiotis Evangelistis composita, 
reprehenduntur et emendantur.’”’ Disc. on Free-thinking, pp. 112 
—120, 8th ed. 1743. 

Here is a proof of Inspiration. The Apostles and Evangelists 
were dypduparo: xal iSia@ra:r. They themselves confess it. And 
yet, who ever spoke, or has written as they did? 

— treyivwonoy] they were recognizing, one after the other. 

14. roy 5é) rdv re, A, B, E. 

IT. GweidAp awe:knodpeOal] Let us threaten with threatening ; 
let us forbid them with menaces,—a Hebraism. See Isa. vi. 9. 
Exod. v. 12, and John iii. 29. Acts v. 28; xxiii. 14. 2 Pet. 
iii. 3. Vorst. de Hebr. pp. 624, 625. The Hebraisms show that 
St. Luke has been studious to preserve the very words of the 
speakers. Cp. on Luke xxii. 15. 

12, 20.] On this text, as defining the limits of Obedience to 
human Authority, see Bp. Sanderson, iii. p. 287; iv. pp. 80. 98. 
(De Conscient. Preelect. iv. and v.) Cp. below, v. 29. 

2L xpocareiAnoduevai| having added threate to their former 
prohibition. 

23. apxiepeis] chief Priests. 
comprised, — 

(1) All who had held the office of High Priest. 

(2) Also the Sagans or Deputies, the Treasurers and Chief 
Warders of the Temple. Lightfoot, i. pp. 911—918. Selden, 
de Synedr. iii. 8. 

(3) The Heads of the Twenty-four courses of Priests, and 
all who were chosen into the Sanhedrim. Lightfoot, i. p. 439; 
ii. p. 109, And see on Matt. ii. 4. 

24. duoOvpaddy Apay puvhy xpds 7. Oedy] with one accord they 
lifted up their voice to God. The circumstances here mentioned 
confirm the opinion that the primitive Church at Jerusalem had 
@ common place of resort for untied prayer. As soon as Peter 
and John are released, they come to their own people (xpds rows 
i8iovs), and immediately all join in prayer, and the place is shaken 


Under this name seem to be 


where they were assembled, and they are all filled with the Holy 
Ghost. See above, ii. 2. 

The refuge of the Church in the time of Persecution is 
Common Prayer. Cp. xii. 5. 

One of the many incidents recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles, by which the Holy Ghost teaches the Church her duty 
in all emergencies that may arise. This Book may, therefore, be 
called the Chart and Compass of the Church, in her voyage over 
the sea of this world to the haven of Eternity. See Introduction, 
pp. 12—20. 

— Aéocrora] The Hebrew Adonai, Lord and Master of the 
Universe. The God of the physical world is here invoked by the 
Church as one with the God of Grace; a refutation of the false 
notion which afterwards grew into a Heresy, in the hands. of 
Marcion and the Manicheans, who separated the One from the 
Other, and made an opposition between them. Cp. S. Polycarp’s 
Prayer at his Martyrdom, p. 620, ed. Jacobson, and Clem. Rom. 
i. § 33, pp. 119, 120. 

25. d—eixdy] A, B, E read 6 rod warpds joy 81d Tvedparos 
aylou orduaros AaBl8S waidds cov eixdy. D has $s 8: Mvedparos 
&ylov 8:4 Tov orduaros Aadfoas Aafl8 wai’ds cov, and Jren. 
‘“‘qui per Spiritaum Sanctum ore David patris nostri pueri tui 
dixisti,’—which may suggest what appears to be the true.reading, 
6 8:a Tyevparos aylov 8a ordparos Aafl8, tot xarpds jor, 
wa:dés cou eixdy. 

25, 26. Iva ri—abrov] verbatim from the LXX. Pa. ii. 1, 2. 
vn (the Gentiles), and Aaol (the Tribes of the Jews collected at 
the Passover and the Crucifixion), have no article here: they 
have none in the Hebrew. 

25. epptatay] properly said of horses, and their fremitus or 
snorting. (Ammon., Suidas, Wetst., Valck.) The Gentile world 
was typified by the untamed colt ridden by Christ. Matt. xxi. 2. 

The word ¢pvdcow is used by the LXX for the Hebrew 
wr, strepuit cum furore, tumultualus est, and pptayya is used 
for ys3, superbia, elatio.— ppvdocera: = yaupig. (Hesych.) It 
expresses, therefore, rage and pride. 

27. dx’ dAnOelas] in very deed. See x. 34. Luke iv. 25. 

— dv rh wédei tavTn] in this cily. Omitted by Elz., but 
found in A, B, D, E. It adds force to the affirmation. Jn this 
Thine own favoured Ci/y, Jerusalem, they have conspired against 
Thee and have killed Thy Beloved One. 
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— waisa) servant. See note on iii. 13. At the same time 
(see Matt. xii. 18), there seems to be a happy accommodation in 
the word zais to a secondary sense, that of Son; especially in 
this passage, with reference to Ps. ii. 7. 12, ‘‘ Thou art My Son; 
—Kiss the Son.” 

28. woijoa: 80a—-yevérba] to do whatsoever things Thy hand 
and Thy counsel predetermined to take place; ‘yevéc@at, not 
wewoijcGa. God decreed the salvation of the World by Christ, 
but He did not command or approve the means by which that 
consummation was brought about. But He showed His infinite 
power and wisdom by eliciting the greatest good from the worst 
evil, and by making Satan himeelf, the Arch-Enemy of God and 
men, to be an instrument in advancing God’s glory, and the Sal- 
vation of Mankind. Cp. S. Leo (Serm. xvi. de Passione Christi, 
p. 142), who says—Did the sin of those who killed Christ arise 
from the counsel of God ? No—we must not so deem of divine 
Justice. Very different and altogether contrary was that which 
was foreknown in the malice of the Jews, and that which was fore- 
ordained in the Passion of Christ. ‘‘ Impias furentium manus 
non immisit in se Dominus, sed admisit: nec preesciendo quid 
faciendum esset, coégit ut fieret; nec egit ut heec vellent, sed 
cessit ut possent ; et sic usus est occeecatee plebis insanid, quomodo 
et perfidia traditoris, quem ab immanitate concepti sceleris bene- 
ficiis est revocare dignatus,’’ &c. Besides (as S. Leo observes), 
‘‘ Nec ipsis interfectoribus suis misericordiam denegavit ; sed im- 
piorum malum in bonum credentium commutavit.” 

Cp. Bp. Sanderson’s Lectures on Conscience, Lect. ii. 7, 
‘* Deus ufiéur alieno malo ia bonum, sed nunquam faci{ malum, ut 
inde proveniat bonum; et omnind cavendum est, ne ejusmodi 
locutiones intelligantur, ac si Deus malum aliquod antecedenter 
vellet, approbaret, aut eligeret, velut medium ex sui natura con- 
veniens ad alicujus boni finis consecutionem.” 

See also note above on ii. 23. 

In all discussions on this and other similar texts we must not 
lose sight of certain great principles. 

l. That God is the One Great First Cause. 

2. That He wills that all should act according to the Law 
which He has given them. 

3. That it is His Will that Man’s will should be free. 

As Aquinas says, 1™4 qu. 83, Art. 1 ad 3. ‘* Non hoc est 
de necessitate libertatis, quod sit prima causa sui ad quod liberum 
est; sicut nec ad hoc, quod aliquid sit causa alterius, requiritur, 
quod sit prima causa ejus. Deus igitur est prima causa movens 
et naturales causas et voluntarias; et sicut naturalibus causis 
movendo, eis non aufert quin actus earum sint naturales, ita mo- 
vendo causas voluntarias, non aufert quin actiones earum sint 
voluntariz. Sed potius hoc in eis facit; operatur enim in uno- 
quoque secundum ejus proprietatem.” See further on Predesti- 
nalion and Freewill, below, the Introduction to the Epistle to the 
Romans, pp. 194—198. 

29. ¢x:3¢] Some Editors have received %p:8¢ here from A, D, 
E, and so Winer, p. 43. Cp. Phil. ii. 23. 

80. Yao1ww—Inoov] Seemingly a paronomasia. The Greek 
and Latin Fathers gladly availed themselves of the resemblance in 
sound between “Inzois and facis (e.g. Cyril, Catech. x. Cp. 

Vou. I.—Parr II. 


\ 
3 * kai ériPouv mapa Tous x ver. 37. 
ch. 5. 2. 
y ch. 2. 4, & 6. 1. 


Bp. Pearson on the Creed, Art. ii. p. 180), as they did of that 
between wdoxa and xdoxw. See Matt. xxvi. 2. And indeed 
these allusions do not seem to be despised by Holy Scripture 
itself. Cp. Luke xxii. 15, and on the paronomasias in other parts 
of the N. T., see 2 Thess. iii. 11. 

Below, in chap. ix. 34, we have the expression, Alyéa, iaral 
ve "Incovs, perhaps the very words uttered by St. Peter, who 
may have had a special satisfaction in combining them together, 
as having felt the healing comfort of his Saviour’s love after his 
own fall. Again, in x. 38 we read, Inoovs bs 3:5A0er lépevos 
ndytas. The writer of the Acts, ‘the beloved Physician’ (Col. 
iv. 14), may also have felt peculiar pleasure in connecting the 
name of Jesus with his own healing art, and in fixing on the 
memories of his Greek readers, by a happy play of words, the 
gracious assurance that Jesus is the true Physician both of body 
and soul. 

81. rot ay. Tiv.] 8o A, B, D.—Elz. Mvetvparos aylov. 

32.1 See Bp. Sanderson’s Sermon on Romans xv. 5, vol. i. 
s 197, for an application of this text to the doctrine of Christian 

nity. 

— Gxavra Kowd] all things common. See on ii. 44. They 
regarded themselves as one family, with one heart and one soul, 
with common needs and common joys and common sufferings. 
This is the perfection of that Unity in His Church, for which 
Christ prayed (John xvii. 21), and it showed as in a pattern, what 
all should aim to realize in spirs/ ; though in this world it be not 
possible to exemplify it in the letter, as the history of the primitive 
Church itself shows; for even John the Apostle of Love had a 
house to offer to the Blessed Mary, and the Apostolic Epistles 
abound with precepts of almsgiving. And this unity of the pri- 
mitive Church at Jerusalem is like a vision and foretaste of that 
perfect Love which will be the Life of the Church glorified in the 
heavenly Sion. 

83. drediSouy] were rendering (Matt. xxii. 21) their appointed 
testimony. 

— xdpis] grace—from God. 

84. xrfropes xwplov 4 oixidv] possessors of lands or houses. 
They gave the price of their /ands and houses —not the lands and 
houses themselves. Perhaps there was a reason for this—partly 
in the commission of Christ to the Apostles to go forth ‘‘into all 
the world,’’ and partly in the knowledge derived from the pro- 
phecies of Christ, that wars and public commotions were about to 
arise in Judea; and from a feeling that it was their duty to wean 
their affections from the things of the earthly Canaan, and to fix 
them on those of their heavenly inheritance. The zeal of the 
primitive Church is happily described by Arator, v. 389: 

‘‘ —_- turba perennem 
Portatura crucem, Dominumque secuta fidelem, 
Sprevit agros, habitura polos; heec nempe facultas 
Fortior est de parte magis conquirere totum, 
Et guestum per damna sequi.” 


35. x. +. wédas trav axoordAwy) at the feet of the Aposties. 
Cp. v. 2. Among the Jews, sitfing was the attitude of teaching ; 
and the Apostles are thus represented as sitting in the chair of 

I 
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teaching, as the instructors of the Charch. Cp. xxii. 3, rapa r. 
wé8as TapadrhA. Matt. xxiii. 2, éx) ris Mwodws xaOé8pas, x.7.A., 
and Luke ii. 46. 

In giving to the Apostles they gave to Christ; thus fulfilling 
the prophecy of Psalm cx. 3. (Mede.) A striking contrast to the 
case of Judas in Matt. xxvii. 3—10! 

38. ‘Iwrfig~] So A, B, D, E.—’Iwajjs, Elz. 

— Bapydfas—vids mapaxAfoews] Barnabas. The sense in 
which wapdxAnors is here used is explained below, xi. 23, Bap- 
ydBas—wapexdres xdvras 7. 7. 7. Kk. Tpoouevery TS Kuply. He 
was the Son of Exhortation (on this Hebrew use of vids, see on 
Matt. ix. 15), and therefore his name is derived from ™mn3) 73, 
filius prophetia. Cp. xiii. 1. 

It is also added there, where Barnabss is called a Prophet, 
that this name which is here rendered vids wapaxAfoews was 
given him by the Apostles, probably at his baptism, soon after 
the descent of the Holy Ghost, when he was received into the 
Church of Christ. Perhaps also the word wapdxAnors was adopted 
to mark his mission from the Paraciefe; for it is said that he 
was a good man full of the Holy Ghost (xi. 24). 

This may suggest the question, whether new names, dyéuara 
xaiwa (cp. Rev. ii. 17; iii. 12), were not commonly given at 
Baptism to those who were received into the Church; and 
whether the word édyvoudrwy may not therefore be used (Acts 
i. 15) with special significance for members of the Church,— 
‘‘ Christian or baptismal Names.’ 

Bp. Pearson here says, At what time Joseph surnamed Bar- 
nabar became a Christian, we are not informed by Holy Scripture. 
The ancients say that he was one of the Seventy Disciples. So 
Clemens Alexand. Strom. ii. 20. Euseb.i. 12; ii. 1. The Epistle 
extant under the name of Barnabas, is often quoted by ancient 
writers, e. g. Clemens Alerandrinus, Origen, the Apostolic Con- 
stiletions. 

‘‘ §. Hieron. in Catalogo: ‘ Barnabas Cyprius, qui et Joseph 
Levites, cum Paulo gentium Apostolus constitutus, unam ad 
‘edificationem Ecclesie pertinentem epistolam composuit, que 
inter Apocryphas Scripturas legitur,’”’ and in cap. xliii. Ezekiel: 
‘‘ Vitulam autem qui pro nobis immolatus est, et multa Scriptu- 
rarum loca, et precipué Barnabe Epistola, que habetur inter 
Scripturas Apocryphas, nominat.” ‘Nemo certé fuit qui hanc 
epistolam Barnabe non tribuerit, neque in e& quidquam apparet 
quod eam etatem non ferat.” Bp. Pearson here and in Vind. 
Ignat. pp. 128, 186, 195, 585; Tillemont, Mémoires, i. p. 174 
and p. 298; and Hefele, Patr. Apost. p. I. 

86, 37. Aevtrns—inxdpxyovros avrg adypov] a Levile, having 
land. Cp. Numb. xviii. 20 with Numb. xxxv. 1—8&. Jerem. 
xxxii. 7. The case of Barnabas is mentioned here separately as a 
peculiar one: he was a Levite, and so connected with the Jewish 
Hierarchy, and entitled to receive tithe. The offerings therefore 
that Ae made, in contributing to the needs of his fellow-Chris- 
tians, were more than ordinary, and gained for him justly the title 
which he bore. Besides, his deference to the Apostolic office was 
an intimation that the ministry of the Levitical Priesthood was 
now “ready to vanish away” (Heb. viii. 13), and that the 
Apostles and their successors in the Christian Charch were hence- 
forth to be regarded as the true Priests of the Israel of God. 
His submission was blessed by God, when he himself became an 
Apostle (xiii. 2). And thus the Levitical priesthood passed by a 
spiritual transition into the Christian Church. 

See further on this subject with special reference to Barnabas 
the note on | Cor. ix. 6. 


Ca. V. 1. ’Avavlas dydpart, oby Laxpelpyn rH yuvaul] Ananias 
by name, with Sapphira his wife. As Adam with Eve his wife 


at the beginning.—‘‘ The woman is not without the man, nor the 
man without the woman ”’ (J Cor. xi. 11) in punishment for sin, 
or in blessing for obedience. 

On the Jonic form Langpelpy see Winer, p. 59. Cp. owelpns 
from oweipa, Acts x. 1; xxi. 31; xxvii. 1. 

2. évorploaro] Something more than ‘kept back part of,’—it 
signifies embezzled, purloined (see Tit. ii. 10), ExAewev (Gloss. 
Albert.), robbed another of what was his property ; and here the 
Person defrauded is God. The offerings made were made to God, 
and He Who was despoiled was God. See ». 3. 

It is observable, the same word had been used by the LXX 
to describe the sin of Achan, Josh. vii. 1, évoodloaro ard rot 
dvadéyaros ; which was a sin of sacrilege. 

Similarly, the sin of which Ananias was guilty, was sacrilege, 
and so Augustine considers it: ‘‘ Detraxit de pecunid quam 
voverat Deo” (Serm. 148), and Ammonius (in Caten. p. 85) 
calls it lepoovAla, and so Chrys. here (Hom. xii.), and S. Jerome 
(Ep. 8), and Gécumen, here, and others. And Hooker regards it 
as Sacrilege, VII. xxiv. 17, and cp. Mede’s learned and instructive 
Essay on this narrative (Works, Book i. Dis. xxvii. p. 115), and 
Lord Clarendon ‘‘On Sacrilege’’ (Tracts, pp. 211—217, in 
Christian Institutes, iii. p. 405). 

The substance of the comments above cited may be com- 
mended, in connexion with the awful history recorded in this 
chapter, to the consideration of those persons, who have been, or 
may be, tempted to be guilty of a like sin by robbing God in 
“‘ tithes and offerings’’ (Mal. iii. 8), or in the matter of Church 
Rates. See on Matt. xvii. 27. 

3. elxe 3¢ Mérpos. "Avavia—xaplov] But Peter said, Ananiag, 
twohy did Satan fill thine heart —. Thus Peter showed that he was 
enabled by the Holy Ghost to discern the spirits of men. See 
above, iii. 4. 

— yeicacbal ce 1d Mvetua] to defraud the Holy Ghost : yet- 
cacOa “cum accusativo (Deut. xxxiii. 29. Ps. lxvi. 3. Job vi. 
10; viii. 18) aliquantd plus notat quam cum dativo”’ (Bengel). 
Why hast thou permitted Satan to enter thy heart, and to tempt 
thee to endeavour to defraud the Holy Ghost, Who is in us the 
Apostles, and to Whom thou liest in lying to us; and to pur- 
loin a part of the purchase-money of the possession dedicated by 
thee to God ? 

4. odx) wévov] while it remained, did it not remain to thee? 
and not to us. ‘ Wedid not covet thy money. ‘Si nolles ven- 
dere, quis te cogeret? Si velles offerre dimidium, quis exigeret 
totum ?’” S§. Aug. Serm. 148. 

— rf 81] What is the reason that ? Cp.v.9,and Luke ii. 49. 

— otx dyebow dvOpdros}] thou didst not lie to us men, but 
to God, Whom thou didst endeavour to defraud ; thou didst not lie 
to us, but fo the Holy Ghost in us; @eds ody 1d Myevua, Caten. 
p- 85. Cp. Greg. Nyss. Orat. de Filio et Spiritu Sancto. Jerom. 
in Isa. lxiii. Ambrose, de Spir. Sancto, iii. c. 10, cited by Lort- 
nus and A Lapide here, and Athanas. (de Incarn. p. 704). 
Greg. Naz. (p. 576), and Bp. Pearson on the Creed (Art. viii. 
p- 480), who says, ‘As certainly as the Ayosties were men, so 
certainly was the Holy Ghost, in the esteem of St. Peter, God.”’ 
Observe the aoris¢t here, which makes this remark more cogent. 
In saying what thou didst say, ob« épedow, thou didst not lie to 
men, but to God. 

5. weowy etdyute] he fell down and gave up the ghost. It is not 
said, that St. Peter pronounced any sentence or imprecation upon 
Ananias, but that ‘‘ he fell down and died.” Almighty God was 
pleased to execute judgment without any human intervention. As 
Aug. says, ‘‘ Spiritus Sanctus mendacem sic punivit.’’ God thus 
punished robbery of Himself—sacrilege. See Anonym. in Caten. 
p- 86, and S. Jerome's reply, Ep. 97, to the objections of Por- 
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phyry, who abused this Scripture as an occasion for charging the 
Apostle with cruelty. Porphyry’s allegation, as Theophyl. ob- 
serves, is an accusation against the Holy Ghost. 

S. Jerome‘s words are, Ep. 97, p. 792, ‘‘ Apostolus Petrus 
nequaquam imprecatur iis mortem, ut stultus Porphyrius calum- 
niatur ; sed Dei judicium prophetico spirita annunciat, ut poena 
duorum hominum sit doctrina multorum.” 

So S. Augustine (contra Parmenianum, lib. iii.c.1). Cp. 
Cassian. et Isidor. Pelusiota, and Origen (Comment. in Mat- 
theeum, tom. xv. § 15), ob Mérpoy ye vouiordoy dyppnnévas toy 
*Avavluy, GAN’ exeivos ob Fveyxe Toy EXcyxov, Kabixopevar Tay 
Adyow TMérpou ris wuxijs abrod, Bacam(dueros tocovroy Sore 
wal dxpitas,’”’ 

It is to be regretted, that some Romish Divines, in their de- 
sire to claim the ¢emporal sword for St. Peter, and for the Roman 
See, have given credit and currency to the objection of Por- 
phyry. See note on Luke ix. 54, and cp. below, xiii. 11, the case 
of Elymas. 

A Lapide here is an honourable exception: ‘ Fuit mors 
Ananie plaga a Deo inflicta. Vox Petri fuit tanttm occasio et 
causa instrumentalis occisionis, eaque non physica sed moralis.”’ 

Almighty God also showed by this signal visitation that the 
Holy Spirit was indeed in St. Peter and the Apostles, and had 
enabled them to read the heart of Ananias, and to reveal his secret 
deeds ; and so He established their authority in the eyes of the 
Charch. 

If the artifice of Ananias and Sapphira had been successful, 
and had become known, then it would have been imagined that 
the Apusties had been guilty of falsehood and hypocrisy in claim- 
ing divine inspiration for themselves ; and that our Lord’s promise 
to them had failed (John xvi. 13). 

It is observable, that at the first promulgation of God’s laws, 
any breach of them has been generally punished in a signal and 
awful manner, for the sake of example and prevention of sin, and 
of punishment for sin. So it was now in the case of Ananias, on 
the first effusion of the Holy Spirit, and at the first preaching of 
the Gospel, “‘ non crudelitate sententiee, sed correctionis exemplo,”’ 
says S. Jerome, Ep. 97. So it was in the case of Uzzah touch- 
ing the ark when about to be placed on Mount Sion. (2 Sam. vi. 
6—12.) So it was in the case of the man who gathered sticks on 
the Sabbath Day, at the first publication of the Decalogue. 
(Numb. xv. 32— 36.) So, above all, it had been at the beginning, 
in the case of Adam and Eve. 

Almighty God speake sudibly in His judgments upon sin 
once for all. He intervenes visibly in mercy, in order to prevent 
other transgressions. and so to save men’s souls from sin and 
death. And having once spoken He holds His peace. He leaves 
these awful judgments— more awful because single—to be tests of 
men’s faith, attention, and obedience; and for the most part He 
reserves subsequent transgressions for the Universal Judgment of 
the Great Day; of which these primary judgments have been a 
rehearsal, an earnest, and a warning. (See Chrys. here and Cas- 
stan.) Especially let the awful denunciations of Holy Scripture 
on the future punishment of liars be remembered here. Rev. 
xxi. 8. 27. 

Whether Ananias and Sapphira repented in the hour of 
death, and whether they incurred death efernal as well as tem- 
poral by their sin (see Aug. 1.c.), it would be presumptuous to 
inquire. The mysteries of Divine Judgment are inscrutable. 


Here is an exercise of humility. This we know, that there will 
be degrees of punishment and happiness in another world, and 
that ‘‘ every one will be equitably dealt with.” ‘‘ Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right?”’ (Gen. xviii. 25.) 

6. of vedrepo:] the young men, called of veavioxo: in v. 10, per- 
haps having an office in the Church. Cp. Blunt, p. 47. The 
word Or \~) = veayloxot, is used for the military attendants of 
Abraham, Gen. xiv. 24. 

— aay] they buried. Cp. v. 10, where it is said that 
Sapphira was buried by the side of her husband. 

Why is it mentioned that Ananias and Sayphira were 
buried 7 

(1) To show that they were really dead, and to anticipate an 
objection which scepticism might suggest, that they only fell down 
in @ swoon. 

(2) To show that there was no feeling of personal vindictive- 
ness on the part of the Apostles or the Church. A persecuting 
spirit in later times has mangled the dead bodies of those whom it 
has charged with heresy. It has even exhumed their bones (e. g. 
Wickliffe’s) sleeping in the grave, and scattered them to the 
winds. But Primitive Christianity warred not with the dead; it 
wound up the bodies even of Ananias and Sapphira in a funeral 
sheet, and committed them to a decent grave. 

(3) To teach the Christian duty of burying the dead ; see 
below, viii. 2. 

Among the Jews, burial took place speedily after death, not 
only by reason of the heat of the climate, but on account of the 
legal defilement from contact with the dead. Numb. xix. ll. ° 

9. of wé8es] the feet: cp. Luke ix. 53, xzpécwroy xopevduevoy. 
The Spirit in Peter hears the sound of their feet. St. Peter had 
read the heart of Ananias: he now foretells the future concern- 
ing Sapphira. In neither case does he execute judgment; but in 
both cases he shows that he is inspired by the Holy Ghost, and 
that his authority is ratified by God. See on v. 5. 

LL. rh» éxxanolay] the Church. Hebr. x72 (whence Gr. xa- 
Adw, «xAnrol, English call. See on Matt. xvi. 18). Here the 
Church of Christ is represented as already founded. Cp. above 
on ii. 47. Our Lord had spoken of His Church ah apis 
and had used a word which St. Matthew represents by "ExxAngola 
to designate it (Matt. xvi. 18; xviii. 17). But it is not till after 
the day of Pentecost, and the events recorded in the first four 
chapters of the Acts, that the word Ecclesia, Church, appears 
to have been used to designate the Christian Society then founded 
and constituted. Before that time we hear of dyduara and 48¢A- 
go} (i. 15), of xirredovres (ii. 44; iv. 4). Cp. notes below, vi. 3; 
xi. 26. But henceforth the word éx«xAnela is of frequent occur- 
rence, viii. 1.8; ix. 31. al éxxAnola:, xi. 22; xii. 1, &c. 

12. orog ZoAopavos] Solomon's porch. See above on iii. 2. 
The recollection of our Lord’s Discourse delivered there, may 
have supplied a special motive for resort thither. Cp. John x. 23. 

13. rév Aowway) of the residue. Perhaps a temperate expres- 
sion for the Rulers, contrasted with the Aads or people, as in 
v. 26, who were more courageous in professing Christianity (see 
the next verse) than their superiors, who had more to lose. So it 
had been with regard to Christ. See John vii. 48. Cp. 1 Cor. 
i. 20; ii. 8. A change for the better takes place vi. 7. 

On the sense of xoAAac@a:, to attach oneself and to cleare 
fo, see Luke xv. 15. Acts ix. a ; x. 28. 
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St. Luke is careful to mention 


14. yvvasndév] of women. 
lo ce 


the extension of the privileges of the Gospel to Women. 
above, i. 14, and cp. Introduction to St. Luke, p. 161. 

15. nora ras A.) along the streets. Winer, § 49, p. 356. 

— xpaBdrrov| So A, B, D, and other MSS., which seems to 
be preferable to xpaBSdrwy (Elz.), for the first syllable in ‘ gra- 
batum’ is short. See Catull. x. 22. 

— xby] at least. 2 Cor. xi. 16. 

— Tlérpov 4 oxid) Peter’s shadow. From what is said in 
the verse following it would appear that cures actually ensued. 
The act itself of bringing the sick and laying them in the streets 
showed faith; and it might please God to bless euch an act in a 
special manner at that time, in order to give additional authority 
to the doctrine preached by St. Peter and the Apostles; and to 
show that they were in an extraordinary degree filled with the 
Holy Ghost recently poured out upon them on the Day of Pen- 
tecost. 

There was no cause for fear lest the people should regard the 
Apostles as sources of divine power, and not as channels: for 
Peter and the rest took care to obviate any such supposition. 
See iii. 13; xiv. 15. They assumed nothing to themselves, and 
ascribed all their efficiency to Christ. Indeed, these signs of a 
special outpouring of divine effluence were proofs of Christ’s 
ascension, and were manifestations of His glory. They showed 
that He had received gifts to give to men; and that He had sent 
what He promised. These miracles therefore were confirmatory 
of the faith and courage of the Apostles. They showed that 
though absent from them in person, Christ was present in power 
{cp. Matt. xxviii. 20). Christ, when on earth, had shed forth 
divine virtue on those who touched with faith the hem of His 
garment (Matt. ix. 20; xiv. 36. Mark vi. 56. Luke viii. 44). 
And now that He is glorified in heaven, He works by the sha- 
dow of Peter, and by the handkerchiefs of Paul (Acts xix. 12). So 
He fulfils His own prophecy, that they who should believe in 
Him when glorified should do greater works than He had done 
on earth (John xiv. 12), and He shows that they who touch Him 
by faith in His Word and Sacraments, duly ministered in His 
Charch, may receive divine virtue from Him in their immortal 
souls. 

Besides, the incident related in these two cases is a femark- 
able proof of the realily of the miracles wrought by the Apostles. 
The works done by them must have made a great impression to 
have produced such a result. They were nof done in a corner. 
The sick were carried into the broad streets (xAareias), and they 
were brought from the neighbouring cities, and were healed. 

16. wveuudrwy dxabdprwr] of unclean spirits. Another re- 
markable testimony against the Sadducees, now assailing tbe 
Apostles. 

(1) The Sadducees said, that there isno Resurrection. (Matt. 
xxii. 23.) Peter preached it, and proved his doctrine by miracles. 

(2) The Sadducees said, that there was no Angel. (Acts 
xxiii.8.) Peter was delivered by one (v. 19). 

(3) They said, that there was no Spirit. Peter was inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, defeated the lie of Ananias, whose heart was 
filled with the Evil Spirit (v. 3), and cast out unclean spirits. 

*So mercifully did the Holy Ghost confute error and teach 
the Truth. 

The following summary of some recent comments on St. Luke's 
narrative of the liberation of the Apostles shows, that the same 
sceptical spirit, which animated the Sadducees in their persecu- 


tion of the Apostles, is still at work in endeavouring to invalidate 
the truth of the narrative which the Holy Ghost has vouchsafed 
to the Church of their sufferings and deliverances. ‘“ Der histor- 
ische Bestand der wunderbaren Art und Weise dieser Befreiung 
ist nicht zu ermitteln. Luk. berichtet das Factum in sagenhafter 
Ausschmiickung ; jeder Versuch aber, die Umstande dieses Be. 
freiungsactes auf einen blos natiirlichen Hergang zuriickzuftihren 
(ein Blitzschlag, oder ein Erdheben habe die Thiir gedffnet, oder, 
wie Thiess, Eck, Eichhorn, Eckerm. u. Heinrichs wollen, ein 
befreundeter Mensch, etwa der Gefangenwirter selbst oder ein 
beherzter Christ, habe den Kerker aufgethan) alterirt ganz die 
Tendenz und das Wesen des Textes. S. Storr Opusc. III. p. 
186 f. Auffallend bleibt, dass in den nachherigen Verhandlungen, 
v. 27 ff. nichts iiber diese Befreiung und deren Thatbestand 
vorkommt. Daraus ergiebt sich die Unvollstindigkeit des Berichts, 
nicht aber die Ungeschichtlichkeit der Thatsache selbst (Baur, 
Zeller), welche, wenn sie eine tendenzmassige Erfindung ware, 
gewiss auch im Verhére mit angebracht worden wire. Auch die 
scheinbare Nutzlosigkcit der Befreiung (denn die Apostel werden 
doch wieder festgenommen) zeugt nicht gegen ihre Wirklichkeit, 
da sie, zur Festigung und Erhebung des Glaubensmuthes der 
Apostel selbst gereichend, schon hierin eine geniigende ethische 
Bestimmung hat; dahingegen die Annahme, Christus habe durch 
seinen Engel dem Sanhedrin seine Machtlosigkeit darthun lassen 
wollen (Baumg. p. 108), nur dann hinreichenden Grund hitten, 
wenn der weitere Bericht dahin lautete, dass die Richter hier 
wirklich das Eingreifen himmlischer Macht in der Art der Be- 
freiung erkannt hitten. Lange apost. Zeitalt. Il. 2, p. 68, fiibrt 
die Erscheinung suf einen vistonadren Zustand zuriick ; die Apostel 
seien befreit worden ‘im Zustande des Geniuslebens, des zweiten 
Bewusstseins.’ Das ist eingelegt.”” (Meyer, p. 107.) 

17. 4 obca alperts tay Laddouvxalev] they who were the sect 
of the Sadducees. On this use of 4 odca, see Kiihner, G. G. 
429. (Meyer.) The words % odca alpeois seem to intimate, that 
the Sadducean sect, as a body, rose up against the Apostles (Al/.), 
The Sadducees were attached to Annas, in persecuting the 
Apostles, by their prejudice against the doctrine of the Resur- 
rection. Ananias, afterwards High Priest, Son of Annas, and 
brother-in-law of Caiaphas, was a Sadducee. Joseph. Antiq. 
xx. 8: cf. Acts iv. 1; xxiii. 6. 

On the word afpeots = secta (from sequor), see xv. 5; xxiv. 
5; xxvi.5; xxviii. 22. Constantine (in Eused. x. 5) calls the 
Christian Church, rh» xaOodichy, Thy ayiordrny alpeciy. 

18. 8nuoolg] The public prison; and therefore the evidence of 
the miracle of their release was more notorious. So the malice 
of the Evil One was overruled for the glory of Christ. 

19. &yyeAos Kupiov] an angel of the Lord. Lest it should be 
said that this was an earthquake, or other natural phenomenon, 
St. Luke adds the words which the Angel spake. 

Lest also it should be thought by themselves or others, that 
they either might not communicate with the officers of the Temple, 
or were in antagonism to them, the Angel commands them to go 
and preach éhere. 

On the frequency with which Angels appear in the History 
of the Acts of the Apostles, see below, xii. 15. 

21. swd ry pGpov] at daybreak—so zealous were they. 

— ovvéSpiov—yepovolay] Concerning the cuvé3piov, or San- 
hedrim, see Acts iv. 5—7; xxii. 5; xxiii. 6, and on Matt. v. 22, 
and Winer, R. W. B. ii. pp. 551, 552. 

The yepovala included xpeoBvrepo: (see iv. 8; xxv. 15), 
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who were elected from each tribe, and were associated with the 
seventy of the Sanhedrim. See Selden, Rosenm., and Kuinoel. 

23. piaAaxas) Elz. adds tw, not in A, B, D, E. 

—xpé] A, B, D have éwi, which may be the true reading. 

24. 8 re lepeds] A, B, D, Vulg. and other Versions omit these 
words, perhaps rightly; 6 iepeds occurs nowhere else in N. T. 
for 5 dpxiepevs, except perhaps Heb. x. 21. Cp. Heb. x. 11, 
where the MSS. vary between fepeds and dpxiepeds. 

— bd orparryds tov lepov) See Luke xxii. 52. Acts iv. 1. 

28. wapayyeAlg wapnyyelAauer) Cp. on iv. 37, dwe:Ap drei- 
Anoépeba. 

— 7 dydpart 7.—rTov dvOpmrov 7.) This name; this man. 
The priests falter and stammer, and do not venture to pronounce 
the Name of Christ. Peter utters it boldly x. 30. 

It has been alleged (e.g. by Zeller, see above, v. 16) that 
it is incredible that, after the miracle wrought for the deliverance 
of the Apostles, the Sanhedrim should have continued to perse- 
cute them. And thence an exception has been taken against the 
veracity of St. Luke. 

This objection would invalidate the History of the Old Tes- 
tament as well as of the Gospel. After God’s wonders wrought 
in Egypt, Pharaoh’s heart is hardened ; and even after their de- 
liverance from Egypt, and the miracles which God worked for 
them in the wilderness, the Israelites rebelled against Him. See 
the note on Matt. xv. 33. 

So it is in the Gospel. The Sanhedrim confessed, “ this man 
doeth many miracles ’’ (John xi. 47), and yet they who say this 
are conspiring to kill Him Who wrought them. 

Consider also the stoning of St. Paul at Lystra (Acts xiv. 19), 
after the miracle he had wrought there. 

The solution of the supposed difficulty is to be found in the 
power of Satan over the human mind,—a power sometimes exer- 
cised on the mind even of Expositors of the Scriptures,—when it 
resists the evidence of truth, and is abandoned by the Holy Spirit, 
and is left to itself. 

Besides, from the dominion then exercised by Satan in the 
world, and showing itself in lying wonders, the evidence from 
miracles was not so potent as might be supposed. The miracles 


of Christ and His Apostles were ascribed to the same agency as 
that which showed itself in Magic and Sorcery, even among the 
Heathen, and were confounded with their phenomena. (Cp. 
Blunt, Lectures, p. 126.) So it will be hereafter; see the pro- 
phecies of Christ and the Apostles as to the Latter Days, Matt. 
xxiv. 24. 2 Thess. ii. 9. 

Another reason has been suggested above, on iv. I. 

But why (it has been asked by Zeller) were the Apostles 
delivered from prison, if on the next day they were to be arrested 
and brought before the Sanhedrim ? Was not the miracle ix vain ? 

No; it was a part of the evidence that God was pleased to 
give to the Jews, and particularly to their Rulers, of the truth of 
the Doctrine preached by the Apostles. It was a probationary 
exercise of their faith. Doubtless, though some hardened their 
hearts, others were persuaded. And so the work of sifting of the 
Nation went on, till the wheat was made ready for the barn, and 


the chaff for the fire. 


— nal BotAccbe} and ye desire to bring this man’s blood upon 
us! The language of alarm, as Chrys. says, ‘‘ Dost thou scourge ', 
and yet fear? Insult, and yet tremble? Judge, and yet quake? 
So cowardly is sin,”’ 

They had forgotten that all the people had said (Matt. xxvii. 
25), ‘‘ His blood be upon us, and upon our children.”” (Bede.) 

30. tvAov] tree. Hebr. yy. Cp. x.39. Gal. iii. 13. 

31. Sywoe rH Seta] You lifted Him up on the Cross (cp. 
Jobn iii. 14), God ratsed Him to His own Right Hand. Cp. 
above, ii. 23. 

33. d:explovro] they were being cut asunder in heart, as by a saw 
(xploy), ‘ dissecabantur’ (Vulg.), wuxpas ¢yaréwawor (Gloss. Alb.).° 

84. Tauar:fA] Gamaliel. The Master of St. Paul (Acts xxii. 
3). Gamaliel the elder, the grandson of the famous Hillel. 

It is observable that three persons bearing this name, Gama- 
liel, are mentioned in the Talmud; and all bore the name of 
Rabban, a title given only to four other doctors in Jewish history, 
and all were Presidents of the Council. See Liyh{(foot and 
Rosenm. Biscoe, p. 77. 

These circumstances strengthen what will be said concerning 
Theudas in the following note. 





1 In Caten. here, p. 93, where for 2b Bariers xai ob pofy read Ti pacriYers (see v. 40); the confusion arose from the similarity of 


f and » in the MS. 
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86. @cv3as}] Theudas. St. Luke has been charged with an 
historical error here (by Eichhorn, Credner, De Wette, Meyer, 
and even Neander), because it is related by Josephus (Ant. xx. 
5. 1) that an insurrection was headed by Theudas, in the reign of 
Claudius, and Procuratorship of Fadus, more than fen years after 
this speech of Gamaliel. 

On the plea of this supposed error, others (Baur and Zeller) 
have proceeded to deny the historical veracity of the speech of 
Gamaliel altogether. 

The inaccuracy would be more glaring,—if inaccuracy there 
were, — because it is asserted by Gamaliel that the revolt of the 
Theudas mentioned here by him was before ‘the days of the 
taxing ;"’ which took place only about ten years after the Nativity 
of Christ. See on Luke ii. 2. 

In fact, if the allegation of inaccuracy were true, St. Luke 
must have committed an anachronism of more than thirty years. 

But there is no ground at all for such a surmise. The cir- 
cumstances of the two cases were very different. 

The Theudas here mentioned had only about 400 followers, 
who zpocexA lO@noay abrg—a very gentle expression,—but the 
Theudas in Josephus wel@e: roy xAciorov BxAov. They were two 
different persons. 

The name Theudas was a common Hebrew one (see Origen, 
c. Cels. i. 6, and Welstein here), from itn, confessio. ‘Two 
persons hearing that name sre mentioned by Lighifool here 
(ii. p. 657). Indeed it is probably either the same name as Thad- 
deus and Judas (see Lightfoot and cp. Minfert in v.); or, if it is 
a Greek name, it is identical with @ed3wpos—a very common ap- 
pellation. There were two Apostles at the same time bearing the 
name of Judas; and two also bearing the name of John; and at 
least three persons of distinction, living nearly at the same time, 
bearing the name of the speaker himself, Gamaliel. Why then 
should any one be led, by the Critics above mentioned, to doubt 
the assertion, reported by St. Luke, that, in an age when such 
impostors were plentiful, there was more than one named Theudas 
within a space of forty years? If the Pharisee Josephus is to be 
believed when he writes of one Theudas, why should the Pharisee 
Gamaliel not be believed when he speaks of another? 

Such doubts as these, however, have their use. They show, 
that there are many persons, of some reputation for critical acumen, 
who are in love with scepticism, and doubt for doubting’s sake. 
Their doubts are, therefore, of less value, and will have less 
weight with reasonable men. Thus Infidelity often overleaps 

, iteelf, and confirms the Truth. 

— Ady elva: rlva daurdy] saying that he himself wae some- 
body, for A¢é-yor elvarris abrds péyas. Some MSS. add péyay (so 
also viii. 9). Very different was the language of Jgnatius (ad 
Ephes. iii.), ob S:ardocouc bpiv,@s Gy tis. On this use of ris = 
some one (aliquis), see Winer, p. 153, and below, note on Gal. i. 7. 

— xpocexAlén] consented to; literally, inclined to, being 
swayed by him. This reading is authorized—though not lite- 
ratim—by the best MSS., A, B, C, D, E, H, none of which have 
mpooexoAAhOn, the reading of Elz. 

37. “lovdas 6 TadsAaios, év rais nudpats Tis dwoypapijs] Judas 
is called here a Galilean, but Josephus (Ant. xviii. 1. 1) calls 
him &v3pa TavAavirny. And if that had been the only passage of 
Josephus in which Judas was mentioned, St. Luke would, doubt- 


less, have been charged with an inaccuracy here also by some 
sceptical expositors. But, fortunately, Judas is mentioned in an- 
other place by Josephus; and there he is called a Galilean 
(Joseph. Ant. xx. 5.2. B. J. ii. 8. 1). 

Similarly, if Josephus had written more fully on the times 
preceding Judas, doubtless he would have mentioned another 
Theudas. See v. 36. In the present case, Gamaliel and St. Luke 
are confirmed by Josephus (Ant. xviii. 1. 1; xx. 5.2. B. J. ii. 
9. 1), and St. Luke’s words “in the days of the taxing,’’ are 
happily explained by the fact recorded by the Jewish Historian, 
that, in the presidency of Quirinius, a.p. 6, when the Taxing, 
which had been only an dwoypagp), or Enrolment of names, or 
Census, at the time of the Nativity (see on Luke ii. 2), was fol- 
lowed up by an drorlunois, or levying of imposts and rates in 
money on the persons and property registered, Judas of Galilee 
(as he is called here, and by Josephus, Ant. xviii. 1. 6, and xx. 5. 
2), or Gaulanites (of Gamala, on s.z. of the sea of Galilee), arose 
in revolt, and said that ‘“‘the dworl{unors brought with it manifest 
slavery ’’ to the people of God from a heathen power; and he 
excited the people to rise in defence of their freedom and religion. 

The words of Josephus ( Ant. xviii. 1. 1) are, raphy Kuphnios eis 
thy lovdalay, xpocOhKxny ris Zuplas yevouérny, drorinnaduevos 
ab’ray rads ovclas ... of 82, xalwep rd war’ dpyas dv dep pé- 
povres Thy ext tais droypagdais dupéaciw, droxareBnoay .... 
kal dwerluwy xphuara. ‘lotdas 8, Tavaavirns drip... 
jrelyero ew aworrdcet, K.7.X. 

41. uty ody] however. A very frequent formula in the Acts 
of the Apostles, with which the Author sums up what he has to 
say on the topic in hand, and prepares his readers for a transition 
to something else. See viii. 4; ix. 31; xi. 19; xv. 3; xvi. 5. 

— trtp rot dyduaros] in behalf of the Name. So A, B, 
C, D, and other MSS. Elz. adds avrov. A remarkable ex- 
pression. Cp. v. 28, and 3 John 7. The Name of Jesus in the 
Acts of the Apostles is what the Name of Jenovan is in the 
Old Testament. See ii. 38; iii. 6.26; iv. 10. 13. 30. Cp. 4 
68ds, the Way, ix. 2; xix. 9. 

42. xar’ olxov] at home, in their private oratory. See above, 
on ii. 46. 

— "Incovy roy Xpiordy] ‘ Jesus the Christ ;’ i.e. they preached 
Him as such. 


Ca. VI. 1. yoyyveuds] a murmuring. An example of evil 
made an occasion of good. The Church, guided by the Holy 
Spirit, grows by danger and difficulty. See Introduction, p. 11. 
‘‘ Ecclesiee proprium est, ut vincat, cum Jeditur.’”’ (Hilary, de 
Trio. vii.) 

A prelude of Church-History. ‘‘ Persecutiones primim passa 
est Ecclesia; deinde schismata.”’ (Lortn.) 

— Tév ‘EAAnnorey] of the Helleniste. Not Gentiles (Gcu- 
men.), but Jews of the various dispersions mingled with the Gen- 
tiles in Asia and Egypt (see above, on ii. 9, and below, ix. 29, and 
John xii. 20), and who spoke the Greek tongue, ‘EAAn»mor} 
P0eyvysuevo: (Chrys., who contrasts them with the Badeis 
‘Efpatos), and did not use the original Hebrew Bible, but the 
Septuagint Version of the Old Testament. See Grot. and Valck., 
and Glass., Phil. S. p. 149, and particularly Ligh(/oot’s excellent 
note here (ii. pp. 658—-662), and Wetslein (p. 490), in which 
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numerous examples are adduced of rivalries and jealousies on 
the part of the Hebrews, disparaging the Hellenistic language, 
literature, and population. (Cp. John vii. 35, also Biscoe, pp. 85 
—91.) 

On the other hand, some of the most learned Hellenistic 
Jews (e.g. Philo) did not know Hebrew. Cp. Howson, i. pp. 
47. 83. 


— rovs ‘EBpalous}] the Hebrews. Jews, specially of Palestine, 
who spoke the Syro-Chaldaic tongue, and read the Scriptares in 
Hebrew, or in Chaldaic paraphrases, and who claimed to themselves 
special privileges on account of their Hebrew extraction. Cp. 
2 Cor. xi. 22, ‘EBpatol eiot; xayé. Phil. iii. 5, ‘EBpatos é€ 
“EB palwy. 

— wapelewpodvro al xiipa: alray] their Widows were being 
neglected. See below, ix. 39 —4]. 

On the status of the xfpa:, or Widows, in the primitive 
Church, see notes on | Tim. v. 3—16. 

2—6. xpocxarcoduevus of 5db3exa rd AHO0s] the Twelve having 
called together the People. A pattern of the true principles of 
Church Polity. The Twelve convene the xA@0s, or People, and 
propose what is to be done; the People approve the proposal 
(v. 5), and elect seven persons, who are presented to the Apostles, 
and are ordained by them. Cp. Hooker, Eccl. Polity, VIII. vii. 

— of 8é8exa] The Twelve Apostles therefore were still at 
Jerusalem. Cp. viii. 1. 

3. ovx dpecrdév] It does not please. ‘‘ Non placet’’ (Rosenm.); 
the Apostles omit jyuiy in modesty; and to make the assertion 
‘more general. Cf. ». 5, §pecev, and xii. 3, and John viii. 29. 

— tpawé(as] tables. Not for money-changing (as Matt. xxi. 
12, and Luke xix. 23), but public tables of the Church ; for eTxov 
&xavra cod (ii. 44; iv. 32), at which the widows were fed. Cp. 
the use of rpdwe({a, Acts xvi. 34. 1 Cor. x. 21. The daily minis- 
tration did not consist in distributing money, but food. 

It is probable that the Holy Eucharist was administered 
at these daily repasts. See By. Pearson here, who observes that 
these rpdwe(a: were partly common and also sacred: ‘‘ hoc est, 
in communi convictu, sacramentum Eucharistic celebrabant.”’ 

3—6. ériondparbe odv—ras xeipas}] Look ye out, therefore, 
brethren, men of yourselves, well reputed, seven, full of the Holy 
Ghost and wisdom, whom we may sel over this exigency (xpelas). 
The Apostles do not disparage this business of relieving the poor 
widows; it is a xpela, an urgent need. But we will continue 
constantly in prayer and in the ministry of the Word—the 
special duty of Apostles, and Bishops of the Church. Up to this 
time there were two Orders of Ministers in the Church,— Apostles 
and Presbyters (see on Luke x. 1); now, under the direction of 
the Holy Ghost, the Apostles institute a third Order—that of 
Deacons. 

The institution of this Order arose from an occasion of a 
secular kind, though not altogether so; for the Tables were in 
some respects sacred (see on v. 2); and, as Bp. Pearson here 
observes, the office to which these seven were appointed was not 
only ceconomical, but ecclesiastical. Men full ofthe Holy Ghost 
and wisdom were chosen (». 3), and they were ordained with prayer 
and laying on of hands of the Apostles (». 6); and having been 
so chosen and ordained, they performed the sacred functions of 
baptizing and preaching the Word (Acts viii. 36. 38); but they 
are distinguished from the Apostles, in that they could not ad- 
minister Confirmation (viii. 14, 15). 

On the necessity of the Order of Deacons, as well as of 
Bishops and Presbyters, to the due constitution of a Church, 
S. Ignatius says, ad Trallianos 3, xdvres évrperésOwaay rods 
Siandvous...xal roy éexloxonroy...tovs 8t rpecBurépous’ 
xwpls robray exraAnola ob Karetrat. 

These Seven are not here called by the name which the 
Church in the time of the Apostles, and ever since, has assigned 
to the third Order of Ministers, viz. the name of Deacons. 

But this is according to the ordinary manner of the writer of 
the Acts of the Apostles. We do not hear of the imposition of 
the word Ecclesia on the Society of believers (see above, ii. 47 ; 
v. 11; and see on the word ypioriavol, xi. 26). But the Society is 
formed first, and then a name (not a new word, but one already 
in use in the Greek language) is used in speaking of it. 


So it was with all the Three Orders in the Church. First the 
thing existed ; there was no display made in giving it a name— 
but a word is used to describe the thing, already received and 
practised in the Church. A striking instance of this may be seen 
in the first mention of speoBvrepo:, xi. 30, where we find that 
they have been already installed, and were exercising authority in 
the Charch, before we have ever heard of their name. 

So it is here. Seven men are appointed, and it is ssid, not 
without some prophetic intimation of their future name, that 
their office is S:axovety (v. 2), d:axoveiy rparé(ais. The manner 
of their election and ordination is carefully described ; their func- 
tions and acts are recorded. And so the matter rests for a time. 
But when we come to read the Epistles of St. Paul, we find an 
order of the Church in well-defined existence, and with functions 
fully recognized—and that Order is there called, by a name then 
generally known, the Order of Deacons (Phil. i. 1. 1 Tim. iii. 
8. 12), and that Qrder can be traced downward from those 
Epistles through the writings of the early -Fathers, e. g. Ignat. 
Eph. 2, Mag. 2, Trall. 2, where he says that ‘* Deacons are not 
merely ministers of food and drink, but servants of the Church of 
God ;”” Philad. init. and 10, 11; Polye. Phil. 5; Mart. Ignat. 3; 
Justin M. Apol. ii. p. 92; Origen in Matt. xxi., who says, “we 
learn from the Acts of the Apostles that Deacons preside over 
the Tables of the Church.” Cp. Basil, ii 306, wep) d:axdywy. 
Jerome, ad Evangel. Epist. 101, p. 803; Tertullian, de fuga, 
c. ]1; S. Cyprian, Ep. 65. See Bingham, Book ii. chap. xv., 
and the remarks of Hughes, Dissert. Procem. in Chrys. de Sacer- 
dot. p. Ixxi. 

No other time has ever been assigned for the appointment of 
Deacons, than the occasion which is described in this Chapter, and 
which has been regarded from ancient times as the date of their 
institution. See for example, S. Jren. i. 27, who calls Nicolas 
one of the Seven “qui primi ad diaconium ab Apostolis or- 
dinati sunt,’’ and so Eused. H. E. ii. 1. As Bp. Pearson says 
here, ‘awd rod Siaxovety dicti sant 3idxovo:, de quibus ssepe in 
Epistolis Apostolicis legimus ; guorum officium nullibi quam in 
hoc loco (Act. vi. 1) degitur institutnm. Ut autem hi septem 
viri Apostolis adjuncti sunt in procurando ministerio quotidiano, 
ita in primitiva Ecclesia Diaconi semper Episcopis, Apostolorum 
successoribus, adjuncti sunt.’’ 

Accordingly the Caurca of ENGLAND, which declares that 
‘it is evident unto all men, diligently reading the Holy Scripture, 
and ancient Authors, that from the Apostles’ time there have 
been these Orders in Christ’s Church,— Bishops, Priests, and 
Deacons" (Preface to the Ordinal), says, in the heading of this 
Chapter in the Authorized Version, that ‘‘the Apostles appoint 
to the office of deaconship seven chosen men, of whom Stephen, 
a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, is one;’’ and in her 
office for the Ordering of Deacons she says, that ‘‘ God did inspire 
the Apostles to choose into the Order of Deacons the first martyr 
St. Stephen with others ;”’ and she appoints the beginning of 
this chapter of the Acts to be read as an Epistle at the Ordering 
of Deacons. Cp. Hooker, V. Ixxviii. 5, and Bp. Andrewes, 
Serm. iii. p. 66, on Acts ii. 42, and Letter to De Moulin, p. 168. 

8. éwrd] seven. Not tbat the number of Deacons was to be 
limited to seven (cf. Euseb. vi. 43), but probably as being a sacred 
number, and perbaps as indicating the completion of the Eccle- 
siastical Orders; and with reference also to the Sevenfold gifts of 
the Spirit (Isa. xi. 2). 

§. Yrépavov, x.r.A.] Stephen. The names here of the Seven 
are Hellenistic, and show a deference to the desires and needs of 
the ‘EAAnvoral (v. 1). 

S. Irenens (iii. 12) says that ‘‘ Stephanus electus est ab 
Apostolis primus Diaconus,”” and S. Aug. (Serm. 300) observes 
that St. Stephen is named first among the Deacons, as Peter is 
among the Apostles,—a significant intimation of Ais view of the 
nature of St. Peter’s Primacy. 

— lr:rwoy)] Philip; the Evangelist, Acts xxi. 8. Cp. siii. 
5, 6. 12. 26—40. Tillemont, ii. p. 30. 226. 

The Acts of the two first-mentioned Deacons, Stephen and 
Philip, are hereafter described in this Book (chaps. vi., vii., and 
viii.) as specimens of what was done by Deacons in primitive 
times, and as an example to Deacons of aii times; in the same 
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way as the Ac/s of the two Aposties, Peter and Paul, are described 
in this Book as specimens of the Acts of ali the Apostles, and as 
examples to Bishops and Priests in all times. 

— Nixddaos] Nicolas; holding the last place in the catalogue, 
and charged with heresy and licentiousness by S. Jrenaus (i. 27), 
S. Hiypol. (Philosophumena, p. 259), and by Tertullian, S. 
Hilary, S. Jerome, and others, and identified by them with the 
leader of the Nicolaitans. See Rev. ii. 6. 14,15. Téllemont, 
Mémoires, ii. 20 and 223. 

It has been supposed by some that the word Nicolaifan in 
the Apocalypse is only a Greek accommodstion to the Hebrew 
Balaam, oy, from root 993, dominatus est, or y53, devoravit, and 
oy, populus. The charges against Nicolas have been denied by 
Clem. Alex. Strom. iii. p. 436. Cp. Eused. iii. 29. 

If they are true, then the case of the last in the list of the 
Seven Deacons may convey similar instruction to that suggested 
by the last in the list of the Twelve Apostles. See on Matt. 
x. 4. 

— xpoohAvroy] a proselyte. Hence it is clear that Proselytes 
as well as born Jews were now admitted into the Church. It is 
probable that the Author of the Acts himself was also ‘‘a Prose- 
lyte of Antioch.”” See above, Introduction to his Gospel. 

On the providential dispensation traceable in the existence 
of the class of Proselytes of the Gate, as a preparatory provision 
for the extension of the Gospel, see the excellent remarks in 
Bp. Pearson's Concio, p. 32. 

6. dwébnxay a. 7. xeipas} ‘‘Ordination’’ (says Ammon.) “is 
accompanied with Prayer and Laying-on of hands, and so the 
dignity of the Diaconate was given at the beginning; and this 
custom is still observed.”’ 

They were ordained with Prayer. Ordination consists in 
this. The hand of him who ordains is laid upon the head of him 
who is to be ordained; but the effect of the act is from God. 
Chrys. 

 Drecibus impositio manuum accedebat, more Judsorum 
(Num. xxvii. 23), ut demonstrarent Se:crixnws pro quo preca- 
rentur, et cui bona apprecarentur, et quem sisterent Deo. Hinc 
fluxit ille ritus, quem Greci xe:poroviay, Latini Ordinationem 
vocant. Quod enim hic fecerunt Apostoli, idem Episcopi postea, 
tum in Presbyteris, tum in Diaconis, ordinandis. Rosenmiiller. 

7. 5 Adyos ntave] the Word was increasing. Remark the 
imperfect tense ; even under persecution the word was growing. 
God elicited good from evil. There had been a murmuring (v. 1), 
but it was made the occasion of fresh growth in the Church. Such 
is the History of the Church, guided by the Holy Ghost. She 
derives strength from opposition. One of the most instructive 
characteristics of the Acts of the Apostles is its frequent record of 
the Victories achieved by her over evil and from it. See Jnétro- 
duction above, pp. 7—Ul1. 

— BxAos ray iepéov] a great multitude of the Priests were 
becoming obedient to the faith. The number of Priests who re- 
turned from Babylon was 4289 (Ezra ii. 36—3¥) ; it would pro- 
bably be greater now. (A({ford.) 
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8. xdpiros] grace. 
9. AiBeprivwv} of Libertines. 

different Synagogues at Jerusalem. 
. 664. 

St. Luke distinguishes the name of this Synagogue from the 
following names, which are geographical, by prefixing the words 
THs Aeyouéyns. If the word Libertint had been designed, as 
some suppose, to describe the inhabitants of a country, he would 
hardly have described them as he does. The A:Beprivot, lidertini, 
were Jewish freedmen of Rome and Italy, ‘Pwpatn dred cvOepeo- 
Oévres (Chrys.), descendants of some who had been carried away 
captive to Rome by Pompey. See Philo (legat. ad Caium, ii. p. 568), 
who mentions many Jews inhabiting the Trans-tiberine region at 
Rome; and adds that ‘Pwpato: foray of wAclous dweAcvOepwOdyres. 
Tacitus (Annal. ii. 85) speaks of “ quattuor Millia dibertini 
generis, Judaicd superstitione infecta.” Cp. below, xviii. 2; 
xxviii. 17. 

— Kupnvalov nal "AArAetar8péwv] of Cyrenians and Alexan- 
drines. A fourth part of the population of Cyrene consisted of 
Jews (Joseph. Ant. xiv. 7.2; xvi. 6. 1), and three of the five 
districts of Alexandria were occupied by them. Joseph. Ant. 
xiv. 7. 2; xiv. 10. 1; xix. 5.2. (BMeyer.) 

Perhaps we may explain the presence of these Hellenists at 
Jerusalem at this time, by the supposition that it was now some 
great Festival,—probably the Passover, when they came up to 
Jerusalem; and when many of the Jews would be in a more 
excited state of zeal for the Law, and against the Gospel. 

— awd KiAclas] of Cilicia. Perhaps Saul of Tarsus in Cilicia 
(xxi. 39; xxii. 3) was among them. Cp. Wieseler, p. 63. 

— *Agias} Asia: namely, Proconsular Asia or Lydia, and its 
neighbourhood, of which Ephesus was the unrpéwodAis. See ii. 9. 

ll. SwéBarov yBpas] they suborned men. The incidents of 
the arraignment, trial, and death of St. Stephen the Deacon, and 
First Martyr of Christ, present a striking resemblance to those 
of Jesus Curist Himself, ‘‘the faithful and trne Marryr”’ 
(Rev. i. 5; iii. 14). See below, v. 13, and on vii. 59, 60. 

12. +d cuvddpiovy}] the Sanhedrim; consisting of dpxcepets, 
xpeoBurepot, and ypayuareis, and usually assembled under the 
presidency of the High Priest, sat in the conclave, or chamber 
called m3 (Gazith), on the south side of the Temple. Whether 
it continued to sit there at this time is not certain. The members 
of the Council were arranged in a semicircle, the President oc- 
cupying the seat in the middle point of the curve. See the 
authorities in Winer, R. W. B. ii. p. 552. 

18, 14. 6 &répwros obros—Mwiojs] This man ceaseth not 
speaking words against this holy place and the Law. A similar 
charge of blasphemy had been made against Christ, Mark xiv. 
56. 58. Cp. Matt. xxvi. 61. John ii. 19. 21. 

This accusation is the clue to the interpretation of St. Ste- 
phen’s speech in the following chapter.— Elz. adds BAdconya 
after Jfuara, but it is not in A, B, C, D. 

— Mwiojs}] Moses. Emphatic; and reserved as such for the 
last word in the sentence. 
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15. xpdcwwov dyyédrov) the face of an angel. O prima ovis, 
pugnans in medio luporum, sequens, non adhuc perveniens ad 
Dominum; et jam amicus est Angelorum! Quam manifesté 
familiaris Angelis erat amicus, qui in medio luporam ut Angelus 
parebat. Coepit tanquam So/e illustratus Justilie ita splendere, ut 
bhumanam speciem non haberet ipsis inimicis. Serm. 214, in 
Append. Aug. v. p. 2900. For Sermons on his Martyrdom, cf. 
ibid. pp. 2892—2911, and Augustine, Opera, Serm. 314—319, and 
S. Tren. iii. 12. Gregor. Nyssen. de Stephano, iii. p. 357. 
Asterius, Orat. xii. p. 288. Tillemont, Mémoires, pp. 1—4, and 
see below, notes at the end of the next chapter. 


Cu. VII.1, 3. ‘O 8¢ &m] Prextiminary Nore on the Seventh 
Chapter. 

The Srexcu of Sr. StepnHen before the Jewish Sanhedrim 
at Jerusalem may be regarded as the first Christian ‘‘ Apologia 
contra Judeos.”’ 

On this Oration it may be premised, 

First, that it cannot be understood unless it be regarded as 
the language of the Hoty Gaosrt (see vi. 10; vii. 55), speaking 
by the mouth of St. Stephen, and replying, not only to the words, 
but also to the thoughts of his hearers. It is full of indirect and 
allusive refutations of Error, and of similar assertions of Truth, 
concerning Jesus Christ, Who is always present to the mind of 
the speaker, though—for fear of provoking some blasphemous 
expressions from his exasperated audience, and of being checked 
in his speech by an outbreak of their rage—he never mentions 
His Name, till at length it bursts forth in his dying ejaculation, 
‘« Lorp JEsvs, receive my spirit” (v. 59). 

This speech is of inestimable value, as a divinely-inspired 
Summary of Old Testament History; and as a divinely-inspired 
Commentary upon it; and as teaching the world, on the authority 
of the Holy Ghost, how that History is to be read; especially 
with regard to Christ and Christianity. 

St. Stephen, the Hellenist and Deacon of the Christian 
Church, is arraigned before the Jewish Sanhedrim, who would 
have restrained God’s favours to particular persons (viz. them- 
selves and their own nation) and to a particular place, viz. Jeru- 
salem. They charged him with contempt of the Temple and 
Law, which were confessedly of Divine Institution; and with 
asserting that Jesus of Nazareth would destroy their Holy Place, 
and ‘change those customs’’ which Moses, the Lawgiver dele- 
gated by God, had delivered to them (vi. 14). 

St. Luke distinctly says that these charges were false (see vi. 
13); and St. Stephen retorts them on his accusers. 

The following is a PARAPHRASE of the Speech :— 

St. Stephen shows that the presence and grace of God is not 
limited to Judees ; that the ‘‘ God of glory appeared to Abraham, 
our Father ;’’ and thus St. Stephen affirms that he himself—a 
Christian, is a son of Abraham (see also vv. 11, 12)—God, he 
says, appeared to Abraham, noé in Judea, but when a stranger 
in a heathen land, Mesopotamia. Abraham, the Father of the 
Faithful, was, in fact, a foreigner. And in ¢his land, Judea, 
which they regarded as the special abode of God, Almighty God 
appeared to Abraham before any Temple existed, or any sacrifice 
was offered at Jerusalem, and He did not give to Abraham, “the 
friend of God,’’ “the father of the faithful,’’ even ‘‘s0 much land 
as to set his foot on.” God said, also, that the promised seed would 
be foreigners in a stranye land, and be in bondage there; and 
that afterwards they would come ont and serve God in this place. 

All these promises, he shows, were independent of, and prior 
to, the Levitical Law. They were made before Abraham received 
the seal of circumcision ; by which Infants of eight days old were 
admitted into covenant with God under the Law (v. 8). 

He then shows that the practice of particular persons, espe- 
cially of their own ancestors and of themselves, is no safe measure 
and rule of what is right in the eyes of God; and thus he tacitly 
replies to their imaginations, that because Jesus of Nazareth, 
claiming to be the Messiah, had been rejected and put to death 
by themselves, the seed of Abraham, the favoured people, the 
ministers of God’s Temple, therefore Jesus was justly condemned 
and punished. For, says St. Stephen, the Patriarchs themselves, 
being filled with envy, sold Joseph their brother into Egypt! ; as 
you for envy delivered Christ to Pilate (Matt. xxvii. 18). They 
rejected Joseph as you have rejected Jesus. 

But God was with Joseph as He was with Jesus. He de- 


1 In this Paraphraee certain points of allusion are expressed which 
may be justly supposed to have been in St. Stephen's mind, and to 
have suggested the topics of his Speech, though they are not explicitly 
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livered Joseph from all his afflictions, as He delivered Jesus from 
the grave; He made Joseph ruler of Pharaoh’s house, as He has 
exalted Jesus with His own right hand to be ruler of His Church 
and ‘of the world. And when a great dearth and famine came on 
the land, then Joseph — the despised and rejected Joseph—sold by 
his brethren the Patriarchs, in whose name you glory so much, 
Joseph—not in Judsea, your favoured land—no, but in Egypt, 
heathen Egypt—he fed Jacob and the Patriarchs there. And in 
due time—not at first—he was made known to his brethren; as 
you in God’s good time and by His grace may look on your 
brother Whom ye have pierced (Zech. xii. 10), and Who fed the 
bodies of five thousand with a word, and Who in His Word and 
Sacraments is providing for the immortal souls of all true Israel- 
ites, in what you regard as little better than a heathen Egypt, 
viz. the Christian Church, now open to you and to ali nations, 
who hunger for the bread of life; and so all the world may be 
reconciled and meet together in a fraternal embrace in the true 
Joseph, Christ Jesus. 

Jacob and the Patriarchs died—not in Canaan, but in Egypt 
—and the bones of the Patriarchs were taken from Egypt and 
were buried, not in Egypt it is true, but yet not in Machpelah at 
Hebron, the royal, priestly city in Judea, where those of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob lie. And therefore, although it be very 
fitting that those of the same family should be buried together,— 
yet do not imagine that the sanctity and blessedness of a peaceful 
death and burial are limited to a particular spot. No; the bones 
of the Patriarchs themselves were taken to a place which you now 
abhor, and to which you now give an opprobrious name (see on 
John iv. 5)—Sychem—not a Jewish city—but one which belongs 
to those with whom you will have “ no dealings ’’ (John iv. 9) —the 
Samaritans. 

That place itself, Sychem, was originally the property of 
heathens. It was not an inheritance of Abraham; he had no 
inheritance in Canaan, but it was purchased by him for money of 
those who were uncircumcised. (See v. 16.) 

In course of time Moses, our great Lawgiver, was born, and 
was exceeding fair (v. 20), as Christ is fairer than the children of 
men (Ps. xlv. 3). Moses was not born in Canaan, but in Egypt, 
and he did not scorn to be a learner in all the wisdom of that 
country (v. 22); and so was an example to you, who despise all 
foreign learning, especially the Hellenistic literature. 

The Holy Spirit, speaking by St. Stephen, now proceeds to 
answer their thoughts concerning Christ, by reference to the his- 
tory of their own divinely appointed Lawgiver Moses. In speak- 
ing of Moses he tacitly refers to Christ (cp. Acts iii. 22); and 
while we hear what he says of Moses, we may understand him as 
speaking of Christ. 

When forty years were fulfilled, Moses came to visit his 
people, as Christ after forty days was presented in the Temple, 
and is come in the fulness of time to visit you; and when Moses 
saw an Israelite in distress he delivered him, as Christ has de- 
livered those who were afflicted and oppressed by the devil (Acts 
x. 38). But the brethren of Moses understood not his mission ; 
as Christ came to His own and His own received Him not (John 
i. 11). And when Moses would have reconciled them they re- 
sented it, and said, ‘‘ Who made thee a Ruler and a Judge over 
us?’’? And so you have dealt with Christ, Who desired to unite 
all God’s children, Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles, in one,—and 
you have said of Him, ‘‘ We will not have this man to reign over 
us.” (Luke xix. 14. Jobn xix. 15.) 

When forty years more were passed, Moses came forth from 
the wilderness, as Christ came forth from the forty days’ fast in 
the desert, and began his ministry with a visible mission from 
God, Who sent him by the hand of the Angel of His presence 
(Christ Himself) in the fire of the Bush, the type of His Church, 
not always triumphant in this world, but often tried in the furnace 
of affliction, and yet never consumed. Therefore do not suppose 
that because Christ allowed Himself to be afflicted by you, and 
because His Church is now persecuted by you, therefore He is 
not God. Do not imagine that Jerusalem is the only place which 
is holy in God's sight. No; the Bush, the type of God’s Church, 
was on holy ground, though it was not in Judea, but in the 
wilderness of Mount Sina in Arabia (v. 33). The whole world 
is the field of Christ’s Church. (Matt. xiii. 38.) 

Your Fathers rejected Moses, and you have crucified Christ. 
Yet Moses was a deliverer appointed by God (v. 35). Moses was 





stopped by his hearers. But he spoke to Posterity and the World; 
ad we by the light of the Gospel are able to understaud his allusions, 
which were not clear to them. 
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“ mighty in words and deeds,” and eo was Christ; Moses wrought 
wonders in Egypt and in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness. 
Christ has wrought greater wonders in delivering you from a 
worse bondage, and drowning the enemies of your souls by Baptism 
in the Red Sea of His blood; and He is ever working wondera 
during the whole pilgrimage of His Church in the wilderness of 
this world. Moses foretold, that another Prophet should arise 
from among them like unto himself, that is, in human form; like 
him in acts, and like him in being resisted by those whom he 
came to save. ‘ Him shall ye hear” (v. 37). See above, iii. 22, 
23. That Prophet hag risen among you. In rejecting Him ye 
have despised Moses, of whom you boast. Not J, but you, have 
spoken blasphemous words and have done blasphemous deeds 
‘‘ against Moses, and against this place and the Law.” Moses 
was with the Church in the wilderness. So Christ is ever with 
His Church in her journey to the heavenly Canaan. He was 
with Moses then (v. 38. 1 Cor. x.3-65). Your fathers resisted 
Moses, and in tempting him they tempted Christ (1 Cor. x. 9). 
Moses received the lively oracles of God’s Holy Word to give to 
you. Christ has authorized that Word; He ie the living Word 
of God. 

Your fathers would have returned to heathen Eyypt, the 
land of bondage; they made a calf even in Horeb, where God 
gave the Law. God has witnessed against them by the mouth of 
His Propbet (Amos v. 25. Cp. here, ov. 42, 43). Did you offer 
sacrifices to Me? No; but you preferred the Tabernacle of Mo- 
loch to My Tabernacle, and the Star of your God Remphan, to 
the Pillar of Fire and the Cloud. He therefore threatened to 
carry them into captivity beyond Babylon. 

God vouchsafed all these revelations to Abraham, Joseph, 
and Moses, at a time before even the Tabernacle existed. That 
Tabernacle was made from a pattern in the heavens, anterior to 
ali God’s revelations ; and God in His love and mercy vouchsafed 
to lead you into this land by Jesus the Son of Nun, the type of 
the true Jesus, the Saviour of the world. 

God vouchsafed His favour to David while as yet no Temple 
stood. The Temple of which you boast, saying, ‘‘ The Temple 
of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord’’ (Jer. vii. 4), was not built 
by David, ‘‘ the man after God’s own heart,’’ but by Solomon, 
whose heart was turned away from God to worship idols. God 
was pleased to place His Name at Jerusalem, and to show His 
Glory in the Temple of Solomon; yet He declares by His pro- 
phet (Isa. Ixvi. 1), that ‘‘ Heaven is His Throne: what House 
will ye build Me? hath not my hand made aii these things?” 
His Temple is the Universe. 

Ye who boast of your Circumcision are uncircumcised in 
heart and ears. Ye who call yourselves the children of the Pro- 
phets, ‘“ Which of the Prophets have ye not killed?” (Matt. xxiii. 
31.) Ye are always rebelling against the Holy Ghost, Who spake 
by them; and ye have betrayed and murdered the Just One, 
whose coming they foretold. Ye who make your boast of the 
Law, and accuse me of blaspheming it, me who acknowledge it to 
have been given by the ministry of Angels, and honour it as such, 
ye have received that Law, but have not kept it. 


As to the language in which this speech was delivered, it 
may, perhaps, have been Greek (so Meyer and others). From 
Acts xxi. 40; xxii. 2, it appears that St. Paul’s audience at Jeru- 
salem were agreeably surprised when St. Paul addressed them in 
Hebrew. They expected that he would speak in Greek: St. 
Stephen was a Hellenist, and almost all his references to the 
Old Testament are to the LXX Version. And the use of the 
Greek tongue in proclaiming the Gospel to the Jewish Sanhedrim 
would seem to be in accordance with the purport of his speech, 
which was, to show that God’s favour was not limited to the 
Hebrew Nation. 

On tbe other hand, it may be observed, that St. Stephen 
would be desirous to conciliate bis auditory and to consult their 
feelings, which were not favourable to Hellenism, and to show them 
that he revered the language in which the Ancient Scriptures, 
to which he refers, were written; and that standing, as he was, 
arraigned of despising the Law of Moses, he would comply with 
their reasonable prepossessions, and become, as St. Paul after- 
wards did—of whom he was the forerunner—‘‘a Jew to the 
Jews.” (1 Cor. ix. 20.) 

The use of the Hebrew tongue by St. Paul at Jerusalem, 


1 For instance, De Wette says (in the third edition of his Commen- 
tary on the Acta, Leipzig, 1848, p. 68), “‘ Auffallend sind die vielen 
historischen Fehler, welche sich am leichtesten einem unvorbereitet 
ponies zuschreibeu lassen.” On v. 16, he says, ** hier aind zest 

chler. 

Meyer concurs in the allegation of Aistorical errors, but sa 
they are not surprising. “ Die hietorischen Verirrungen bei 
}range des Augenblicks extemporirten Vortrage gur nichts Aufful- 
dendes haben." (Meyer, p. 131, 3rd ed. 1854.) And on v. 1, * Ste- 
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in a speech beginning with the same words as St. Stephen’s, i. e. 
addressed to the wardpes as well as d8eApol (xxii. 1), renders it 
probable that St. Stephen also spoke to the Sanhedrim in Hebrew ; 
and perhaps this may have been one reason why they listened so 
long to his address. 

There is an expression at its close which seems to confirm 
this opinion, Sewps robs obpavodbs dvegypévous, v. 66, “I see 
the heavens opened.”” The word odpayds in the singular occurs 
about sixty times in St. Luke’s Gospel and the Acts of the 
Apostles. But there are scarcely two or three passages where 
ovjpayol in the plural is used. The only one in the Acts is ii. 34, 
in a speech addressed by St. Peter to the men of Israel (v. 22), 
probably in Hebrew. The plural of odpayol is the Hebrew 
oo; and if Stephen bad spoken in Greek, he would probably 
have used the singular, or St. Luke, according to his custom, 
would have used that number, and not the plural. 

Dr. Lightfoot does not hesitate to say (ii. 662), that St. 
Stephen ‘‘ would not plead before the Sanhedrim in any language 
but Hebrew.” 


Some cautionary words are requisite here, in reference to 
certain criticisms of several statements in this speech. 

Our Lord promised to His Disciples to give them the Holy 
Ghost; and accordingly, as this book informs us, He sent the 
Holy Spirit from heaven upon them, on the Day of Pentecost. 
He foretold that they would ‘‘ be brought before Councils (oup- 
é3pia) for His Name’s sake;” and that “the Holy Ghost would 
speak by heir mouth” (Matt. x.17. Mark xiii. li. Luke xii. 11), 
and that ‘‘ He would give them a mouth and wisdom, which all 
their adversaries should not be able to gainsay or resist” (Luke 
xxi. 15. Acts vi. 10). And all this should be for a Witness,— 
a Martyrdom. St. Luke here adopts the words of Christ and 
applies them to St. Stephen (Acts vi. 10), who is brought before 
the Council; and he calls him “a man full of the Holy Ghost,”’ 
and says that his adversaries could not resist the wisdom with 
which he spake, and he dies the first Martyr for Christ. 

Let us consider the words of Christ’s promise in the Original, 
Mark xiii. 9, wapaddécovow spas eis curdSpia evexey eyow 
eis paprbptoy abrots, Sray 8¢ aydywow Suas, wh wpopepivare 
tl AaAfionre ... ob ydp dore bmeis of Aadouvvres, AAAA Td 
Tivevua td G&y:ov. Luke xxi. 15, é¢yd Séow Syty ordua nal 
coglay f ob Buvhcovra dvreweivy ob8t Avrioriivas xdyres of 
dyrixeluevor duty, and Luke xxi. 13, dwoBhoera: piv els pap- 
TUptoy. 

: Compare with these promises the narrative concerning 
Stephen, Acts vi. 5. 10, Srdpavos wAfpns Iveduaros aylov. 
8, Zrépavos wAhpys xapitos (cp. vii. 55) . . . wal obk Toxvoy 
dyriorHvat th copig kal Te TvevmarT: © eAdAL. 

It is true, that our Lord did not make this promise to 
St. Stephen personally. But surely there is no violence in ap- 
plying His words to one, who is characterized, as St. Stephen 
is, by the Holy Ghost in Holy Scripture as the First Martyr 
(cp. Acts xxii. 20), and whose Martyrdom is so fully described 
by Him, and occupies so prominent a place in the history of the 
Christian Church, as the chosen specimen of all Christian Martyr- 
doms ; and it could hardly have been said by St. Luke, that Stephen 
was full of the Holy Ghost, and that they could not resist his 
words, if (as some recent criticisms allege ') there are mis-state- 
ments in St. Stephen’s speech concerning the very rudiments and 
alphabet of Jewish History, which any pupil of Gamaliel, and 
much more the learned Rabbis of the Sanhedrim, before whom 
he spoke, would have refuted and exploded, and which would 
have exposed him and his cause to derision. 

The allegations in question, when reduced to their plain 
meaning, involve the assumption, that the Holy Ghost, speaking 
by St. Stephen (who was ‘ full of the Holy Spirit’), forgot what 
He Himself had written in the Book of Genesis; and that His 
memory is to be refreshed by biblical commentators of the nine- 
teenth century ! 

This kind of Criticism is animated by a spirit very alien from 
that Christian temper of reverential modesty, gentleness, and 
humility, which are primary requisites for the discovery and 
reception of truth. Mysteries are revealed to the meek (Ecclus. 
iii. 19). Them that are meek shall He guide in judgment; and 
such ae are gentle, them shall He learn His way (Ps. xxv. 8). 
But such a spirit of Criticism seems willing to accept any suppo- 


phen hat trrihumlich u.s.w.” And on v. 16, he says,“ Mithin hat 
Steph eine Verwechselung begangen.” 

No wonder, that other Expositors, proceeding on the same suppo- 
sition, should advance a step further, and deny the genuineness and 
authenticity of the speech,—as has been done by Buur and Zeller. 
It is to be deplored, that similar allegatione have found their way into 
eome English Expositions of this Speech. It ia therefore more neces- 
sary to cxamine then, 
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sition, however fanciful, except that of its own fallibility! It is 
ready to allege that St. Luke is in error in saying that St. Stephen 
was full of the Holy Ghost. It is ready to affirm that St. Stephen 
was forgetful of the elements of Jewish History. It is ready to 
concede, in short, any thing and every thing, except that itself 
can err; or that there are some things which the Evangelists and 
First Martyrs knew better than itself. 

No wonder that it is given over by God to a reprobate mind. 
No wonder that it falls into strange errors, and what is worse, 
misleads others into fatal delusions; and yet professes to guide 
them into the truth. It pretends to explain Scripture, and 
yet would shake our belief in its Inspiration, and sap the founda- 
tions of the Faith. 

We do not indeed say, that there is nothing hard to be un- 
derstood in this Speech of St. Stephen—or rather in this Speech 
of the Holy Ghost speaking by him. But we may confidently 
affirm, that the greatest difficullies here are those which are 
not in St. Stephen’s Speech, but have been created by mis- 
statements of some who have criticized it. These imaginary 
difficulties arise from a lack of appreciation and intelligence of 
the scope of the Speech itself, and of the design of the speaker. 
And as will be shown presently (see for instance on v. 16) 
the difficulties themselves, which some see, who have not duly 
considered that scope and design, will, when more closely ex- 
amined, be seen to be fraught with divine power and beauty. Un- 
doubtedly, after all, some difficulties there will be ever in God’s 
Holy Word-— not from itself, but on account of our ignorance in 
reading what is written. The Written Word—like the Incarnate 
Word—is ‘set for the fall and uprising of many in Israel ”’ 
(Luke ii. 34). These difficulties of Scripture are appointed to be 
exercises of our faith, trials of our meekness, stimulants of our 
hope, and the discipline of our wisdom ; and if we treat them as 
we ought to do, then the time will come when they will all be 
cleared away from our sight, and we shall see the Truth as it is, 
and know even as we are known. 

Having said thus much on the general tenour of the Speech, 
we may now address ourselves to a consideration in detail of the 
Objections that have been raised against certain statements in it. 

[t will be most convenient to place these Objections together, 
and to consider them serialim, in the order of the Speech. 


OBJECTIONS. 


8. ele xpds avrdéy] and He (God) said unto him, Get thee out 
of thy country. 

Objection.—Nothing is said in Gen. xi. 31, of any call that 
Abraham received in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran. 

Reply.—But it is said, Gen. xv. 7, ‘‘ Iam the Lord that 
brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees to give thee this land ;”’ 
and cp. Joshua xxiv. 3, ‘‘I took your father Abraham from the 
other side of the flood;” Neh. ix. 7, “Thou art the Lord the 
God who didst choose Abraham, and broughtest him forth out of 
Ur of the Chaldees.”’ 

It is therefore acknowledged by the Rabbis that there were 
two cails of Abraham. 

2 from his country and kindred (Ur) ; 

_ (2) from his father’s house (in Haran). 

See Philo de Abrahamo, t. ii. p. 11. 16, ed. Mang. &ua rq 
KeAevaOjvas perarviotato—Td wey wp@royv amd ris Xadrdalwy 
vis eb8aluovos xdpas—eis Thy Xappalov viv Exeita ob paxpay 
Sarepor, kal ded Tavrns els Erepor téwov. P. 12, 8, Ses 8 ody 
BeBadopn rhy paveicay biw év Siavolg wmayimrepor, pnoly avrg é 
lepds Adyos—peravdornO&i—B8id rovro thy xpdtny awroulay ard 
THs Xad8alwv vis els Thy Xappalwy Adyerat woeicOu. Joseph. 
Ant. i. 7. 1,”"ABpapos xaraAetre: thy Xaddalay, EBSouhxovra Kal 
wévre &rn yeyorus, Tod @eod neAetoavros. Cp. Clem. Rom. 
i. 10. 

8. Chrys. and Gicumenius have suggested as probable, that 
Terah was induced to emigrate from Ur by the vision in which 
God appeared to Abraham his son; and that his obedience to 
the exhortation of his son, is contrasted with the disobedience of 
the Jews to God their Father. (See Lightfoot, 1. 780; ii. 665; 
and Wetstein here, p. 494, and cp. Schoeligen, p. 433, and 
Whilby, p. 442.) 

4. pera 1rd droGaveiy roy xarépa abrov] when hie father was 
dead. 

Objection.—This is inconsistent with the history in Genesis. 
Terah begat Abraham when he was seventy years old (Gen. xi. 
26). Abraham came from Haran into Canaan when he was 
seventy-five years old (Gen. xii. 4). 

If then Abraham left Haran after Terah’s death (as St. 
Stephen here says), then Terah could not have lived more than 
70 + 75 years = 145 years. But in Gen. xi. 32, it is said that 
the days of Terah were 205 years. 

Therefore (it is alleged) either St. Stephen or St. Luke is 
mistaken here. 

Reply.—It is not said in Gen. xi. 26, that Terah was not 
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more than seventy years old when he begat Abraham. But it is 
a that he lived seventy years and begat Abram, Nahor, and 
aran. 

According to the objection above specified, Terah had three 
sons in one year. But it may be said, Abraham is mentioned 
Jirst, and was therefore his first-born, and was born soon after his 
father attained his seventieth year. But this is inaccurate. Abra- 
ham is mentioned first, not because he was the first-born, but 
because he was the Father of the Chosen Seed; cp. Gen. v. 32, 
where Shem is mentioned first for a similar reason. It is acknow- 
ledged by several of the Rabbis, that Abraham was Terah’s 
youngest son. See Theodoret ap. Lorinum. Lightfoot, ii. 666. 
Bp. Kidder on the Messiah, ii. 225. Cp. Lord A. Hervey on 
the Genealogies, pp. 83. 200. 

It is observable, that Isaac, Abraham’s son, married Rebecca, 
the granddaughter of Abraham’s brother Nahor by the youngest 
of his eight sons, Bethuel (Gen. xxii. 22). And such a marriage 
would seem to intimate that Abraham was a younger brother of 
Nahor. 

Isaac was born late, it is true, when his father was a hundred 
years old (Gen. xxi. 5), but this was only thirty years more than 
Terah was, when his eldest son was born. If,as many of the ear- 
liest Rabbinical and Christian Expositors suppose, Sarah was the 
same as Ischah (Gen. xi. 29), then, since Abraham was only ten 
years older than Sarah (Gen. xvii. 17), it would seem that Abra- 
ham was born many years after Haran. 

On the whole, nothing has been adduced to show that Abra- 
ham was more than seventy-five years old at the time when Terah 
died, being 205 years of age, and that Abraham did not abide in 
Haran till the time of his father’s death; which indeed, on many 
accounts, it is very likely that he would do, as otherwise it might 
be said that Canaan was given by promise to Abraham’s father, 
rather than to Abraham, and that he inherited it from his earthly 
father, and not directly from God. 

St. Stephen is therefore careful to distinguish Abraham’s 
acts from those of his father; hence his mention of his father’s 
death. Abraham stands independently and alone, as the father 
of the faithful. It is for this reason that Ais call from Ur of the 
Chaldees is specified by St. Stephen (see above on v. 3), and not 
Terah’s. 

6. rn rerpaxdcia] four hundred years. 

Objection.—The Israelites were not in Egypt more than 215 
years. Cp. Gal. iii. 17. Exod. xii. 40. 

Reply.—It is not said by St. Stephen that they sojourned in 
Egypt 400 years, any more than it is in Gen. xv. 13. 16, that 
they would be in Egypt 400 years. But St. Stephen says that 
they were strangers for that time. 

St. Stephen’s argument is, that God’s favour is not confined 
to a particular place or nation. And it was enough for him to 
show that Abraham and the chosen seed were sojourners, —with- 
out pausing to specify the several places in succession where they 
sojourned. For a considerable time the Land of Promise itself 
was to them a strange country. See Heb. xi. 9. 


The chronology is as follows :— 


Abraham in Haran. ....-.- =.=. =. %5 years 
———inCanaan ......-.. Mt 
From the birth of Ishmael to that of Isaac . 14 
30 

From birth of Isaac to birth of Jacob. . 60 years 
From birth of Jacob to birth of Joseph . . 90 
To Joseph’s death . . . «© « « «© « « 110 
To birth of Moses . . . «© «© «© © « « GO 
To the Exodus . . . « « © «© « « » 80 
400 


%. Aarpetoovol yo dv rg réxy totTe] they shall worship Me 
in this place, i. e. in Horeb,—no? in Canaan. 

Objection.—These words are not found with the previous 
ones in Gen. xv. 13, 14. 

Reply.—No: but they are found in substance in Exod. iii. 
12. 18; vii. 16, with which St. Stephen .rightly supposes his 
hearers to be conversant. 

Nothing was more common among the Hebrews than the 
combination of two prophecies of Holy Scripture, especially in 
rapid addresses by word of mouth. Our Lord Himself authorized 
the practice. See notes above on Luke iv. 17, and on Matt. ii. 23. 

St. Stephen’s statement is, that God had said, that the 
Israelites would be sojourners and bondsmen in a strange land, 
and that He would punish the Nation which oppressed them 
(Gen. xv. 13, 14), and that afterwards they should worship Him 
éy réxqy tTovr@, where the second prophecy was delivered ; i. e. 
not in the promised land, but in the wilderness of.Sinai. And 
St. Stephen’s argument is, that therefore the Jews are not to 
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imagine that God can be worshipped only in Juda and at Jeru- 
salem. God Himself had appointed, that He should be wor- 
shipped by their forefathers in the wilderness of Arabia, at Mount 
Sinai, before any worship was offered to Him in the City of Jeru- 
salem, on Mount Sion. 


9. awd3ovro els Alyvwrov] they sold him into Egypt. 

Objection.—Joseph’s brethren sold him to the Midianstes 
(Gen. xxxvii. 28), but they did noé sell him into Egypt. 

Reply.—This is a common use of the middle voice. Judas 
is said to have purchased a field, because he gave occasion to its 
purchase (Acts i. 18). They sold him to persons who, as they 
saw, were going into Egypt (Gen. xxxvii. 25). And therefore 
Joseph himself says, that they sold him into Egypt (Gen. xlv. 4). 
Let not St. Stephen be censured for adopting Joseph’s words in 
relating Joseph's history. 

St. Stephen, in speaking of Joseph, has his thoughts fixed 
upon Christ (see PARAPHRASE above, p.65). And he intends 
here to say, that as Joseph’s brethren were guilty of selling their 
brother into Egypt, because they sold him to some who carried 
him there, so the Jews themselves were guil/y of crucifying 
Christ, because they delivered Him up to Pilate to be crucified. 
Cp. St. Peter’s words, Acts ii. 23. 36; iv. 10; v. 30. 


14. Wuyais éBdoutnovra wévre] threescore and fifteen souls. 

Objection.—This is inconsistent with Gen. xlvi. 27. Exod. 
i. 5. Deut. x. 22, where it is said that the souls which went down 
with Jacob to Egypt were seventy. 

Reply.—It is said by some that St. Stephen follows the LXX, 
in saying that seventy-five came duwn with Jacob. But this is 
doubtful. In Gen. xlvi. 27, the Alexandrine MS. of the LXX 
has not the words pera "Iaxéf8. And it is said by the LXX in 
Exod. i. 5, that a// the souls from Jacob (i. e. including those of 
Joseph) were seventy-five ; and it is also said in the LXX (Deut. 
x. 22), that they who came into Egypi were seventy. 

The true answer seems to be ;— 

St. Stephen (as his argument led him to do) is reckoning 
up all the family of Jacob, inclusive of his own children and 
their children, and not only those who came down with Jacob 
into Egypt. 

The Hebrew Original does no? say that the souls which went 
down with Jacob were seventy, but 

]. That all the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, 
which came out of his loins, were sixty-six (Gen. xlvi. 26). 

It says also, 

2. That all the souls of the house of Jacob which came into 
Egypt were seventy (Gen, xlvi. 27). 

In the former of these two statements the following are riot 
enumerated — 

Jacob himself, 

Joseph, and Joseph’s two sons, viz. 

Manasseh, 

Ephraim ; which being added, make up seventy; the number 
epecified in the latter statement. 

But St. Stephen says that Joseph sent for his father Jacob, 
and all his own kindred, cvyyévesay adrov, not exydvous "laxdB: 
dv Wuxais éB8ouhnorra, i. e. so as to make up, or which in course 
of time made up, a number of seventy-five souls. 

This use of ¢y with a dative for the Hebrew 3 (see Winer, 
Gr. Gr. p. 349), and equivalent to eis with an accusative, is very 
common. See Glass. Phil. p. 485. 

The number seventy-five, which St. Stephen specifies, con- 
sists of the seventy mentioned Gen. xlvi. 27, together with the 
issue of the sons of Joseph’s own sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, 
Machir (son of Manasseb), 

Galaad (son of Machir), 

Pasa} (sons of Ephraim), 

Edom (son of Sutalaim), as stated in the LXX of Gen. xlvi. 
Cp. Numb. xxvi. 28—37. 1 Chron. vii. 14—20. 

And thus the number 75 or fhreescore and fifteen is made 
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up. 
The addition of these five was not accidental. Indeed the 
reader may be sure, that in this and all the other seeming varia- 
tions between this speech and the Hebrew Original, there is no 
inconsistency, but agreement, and something more, viz. there is 
the groundwork of an addi/ional argument in the pleading of the 
Speaker. The addition in question was very relevant to St. 
Stephen’s cause; for thus he affirmed, that those born of Jacob’s 
line in Egypt, the strange land and house of bondage, were equally 
children of the promise with those born in Canaan, the pro- 
mised land; according to what Jacob himself says of the Sons 
of Joseph born in Egypt, ‘‘as Reuben and Simeon, they (i.e. 
Ephraim and Manasseh) shall be mine" (Gen. xlviii. 5). 
Thus,—in opposition to the prejudices of his hearers who 
would have restrained to themselves God’s promises,—St. Stephen 
declares the antecedent probability of the extension of God’s pro- 
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mises to all nations of the earth ; which was in fact intimated in 
the preference given by Jacob to the younger son, Ephraim, 
before the elder, Manasseh (Gen. xlviii. 17—20). 

16. pererdéOncay eis Zuyey, wal éréOnoay dy rH prhpant ¢ 
wyhicatro *ABpady rinns dpyvplov sapa ray viv ‘Eupap rov 
Zuxéu) they were carried over into Sychem and were laid in the 
Sepulchre that Abraham bought for a sum of money of the sons 
of Emmor (Hamor) the (son—not father) of Sychem. 

Objection.—This assertion of St. Stephen (it is said) is 
wholly inconsistent with the history in the Book of Genesis. For, 

1. Jacob was nof buried in Sychem, but in Machpelah, 
before Mamre at Hebron, inthe region which afterwards belonged 
to Judea; about 20 miles South of Jerusalem, and where Abra- 
ham and Sarah, Rebecca and Ieaac were buried ; see Gen. xvii. 
30; xlix. 29; 1. 13. 

Reply.—It is not said by St. Stephen that Jacod was buried 
at Sychem—but that the Patriarchs were. 

Joseph was buried in Shechem, or Sychem (see Joshua 
xxiv. 32), near Mount Gerizim (see John iv. 5. 20, 21), in 
Samaria. And at this day there is at Sichem a tradition to this 
effect, “in which, by a singular coincidence, Jews and Sama- 
rians, Christians and Mohammedans agree.” Rodinson, Pales- 
tine iii. 109. 

The other Patriarchs were buried there also. See S. Je- 
rome, Ep. 86, who says, concerning Paula, ‘‘ Venit Sichem, quee 
nunc Neapolis appellatur, atque inde divertens vidit duodecim 
Patriarcharum sepulchra.”” And in his treatise De optimo 
genere interpretandi: ‘' Duodecim Patriarchse non sunt sepulti in 
Arbes (Hebron), sed in Sychem.” Cp. Syncellus, p. 150, and 
Bede in loc. p. 34, and Whitby here, pp. 443—4. See also the 
authorities from the Jewish Commentators quoted by Ligh{foot 
here (vol. ii. p. 668), and Wetstein, p. 496, and Robinson, Pales- 
tine iii. 119. 

It is not affirmed by St. Stephen, that Jacod was buried at 
Sichem. He knew that well. But to mention the place of 
Jacob’e burial, would have been wholly irrelevant to his argument. 
He knew that Jacob’s bones were carried to Machpelah, or He- 
bron, where Abraham’s were; and that was a royal and priestly 
city of Jud@a, the seat of David’s kingdom. And it might per- 
haps have been retorted on St. Stephen, that the fact of the trans- 
fer of Jacob’s bones to that place, showed that there was a special 
sanctity restricted to the region of Judsea, which was so preferred. 
He therefore says nothing of Jacob’s bones; but proceeds to 
speak of those of the Patriarchs, which, he says, were conveyed 
to Sichem. 

To Sichem! here is the strength of St. Stephen’s assertion. 
And Sichem is therefore repeated by him, and stands the /ast 
word in the sentence, to leave as it were a xéyrpoy dy Trois dxpow- 
pévas. 

And why? Because, from jealousy of Sichem, in Samaria, 
some of the Jewa had falsely affirmed that the Patriarchs were 
not buried there, but at Hebron (cp. Joseph. B. J. iv. 9.7), and 
Stephen would refute this falsehood, even though he would thus 
be vindicating the honour of the Samaritans against the Jescs. 
And even dJecause Sichem was notin Judea, the favoured land, 
nor was it in the hands of Jews, bat of Samaritane their enemies, 
with whom they would have ‘no dealings,”’ and whom they re- 
viled as heretics, and unbelievers, and Cuthite dogs; and was a 
place whose inhabitants they despised and hated (Ecclus. 1. 26), 
and which they called by an opprobrious name, Zvxdp. (See on 
Jobn iv. 5.) 

This was worth saying ; in order to show (according to his 
great argument) that holiness and blessedness are not limited, in 
death and burial, any more than in life, to any particular spot. 
Nay, more: Almighty God manifested Himself first to our father 
Abraham in Mesopotamia (v. 2), a heathen land; and his first 
appearance to Abraham in Canaan was not at Hebron, but at 
Sichem, now in the hands of Samarilans. And there, at Sichem, 
the bones of Joseph and the Patriarchs lie. They were even 
brought from a long distance, and laid there as in a chosen spot. 
Sichem was preferred to Hebron, Samaria to Judea! How in- 
structive was this! And be it observed, that in the very next 
chapter to this, where the Jews stone St. Stephen at Jerusalem, 
the word of God takes root in Samaria (Acts viii. 5, 6). The 
Jews rash ‘‘with one accord” (do0upaddy) and sfone Stephen 
the Deacon (vii. 67). The Samaritans with one accord (duoév- 
paddy) receive Philip the Deacon (viii. 6), and are baptized into 
Christ. 

Objection 2. The place at Sychem where the Patriarchs 
were buried was not purchased by Abraham, but by Jacod, who 
bought it of the Sons of Hamor (Emmor), the Father of She- 
chem, for a hundred pieces of silver (Gen. xxxiii. 19. Joshua 
xxiv. 32). 

It is alleged that St. Stephen (“ from forgetfulness or inat- 
tention vi has confounded ¢his purchase of the plot of ground at 
Sychem by Jacod with that which Abraham made of the burial- 
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Lara of Machpelah from Ephron the Hittite (Gen. xxiii. 16; 
xlix. 29). 

Reply.—It has never been shown, nor ever can be, that 
Abraham did nof purchase a plot of ground at Sichem, where 
Joseph and the Patriarchs were buried. 

Indeed (independently of St. Stephen’s assertion) it is highly 
probable that he did ; 

For (1) Sichem was the first place in Canaan where Almighty 
God vouchsafed His presence to Abraham. (Gen. xii. 6, 7.) 

It was thence called by the name Moreh (710), or Vision, 
and there Abraham busi an altar to the Lord. Cp. Lightfoot, 
ii. p. 66Y. 

He built an altar there. He must therefore have had some 
Iand there. Abraham was not the man to occupy land which 
belonged to others. And this is intimated by the words, ‘‘ the 
Canaanite was then in the land’ (Gen. xii. 6; xiii. 7); and he 
would not take from others, even “from a thread to a shoe- 
latchet ’’ (Gen. xiv. 23). And he had no land of his own there, 
not 20 much as to set his foot on (Acts vii. 5). Therefore it is 
probable that Aorsham purchased the site, on which he erected 
an altar, and where God first appeared to him. Cp. Light/foot's 
judicious remarks here, ii. p. 670. 

(2) The importance of ‘his place (i. e. Sichem or Shechem) 
is further testified by the fact, that it was the first in Canaan to 
which Jacod repaired on his return from Padan-Aram. It is 
not indeed said that God appeared to him there. But he called it 
El-Elohe-Ierael; and Jacob purchased a site there for the altar 
which he built (Gen. xxxiii. 18 —20). 

If, now, Jacob bought the place at Sichem where he built 
hie altar, it is yet more probable that Adrahkam secured by pur- 
chase the place at Sichem where he built his altar, and where God 
first appeared to him in the land of Canaan. 

(3) The sanctity of this place is still further attested by 
what is recorded in Gen. xxxv. 4, and particularly in Joshua xxiv. 
1. 26—27. Hence Abimelech the usurper was so eager to gain 
possession of Sichem. See Judges viii. and ix. Sichem was in 
fact the national Sanctuary of Israel. And why? Probably from 
its connexion with Jacob and with Abraham ; as the place which 
he, on his first entrance into the land of Canaan, had dedicated to 
God, Who had first manifested Himself to him there. 


(4) The paternal portion or allotment of Joseph was at 
Sichem (John iv. 5, 6). Jacob, it is true, acquired land at 
Sichem by purchase ; but something more than the site eo pur- 
chased was conveyed by him in his blessing to Joseph (Gen. 
xlviii. 22). He gave him the plot he purchased at Sichem for 
100 pieces of silver (the cave and field at Machpelah cost Abraham 
400, Gen. xxiii. 15), and he also gave him the plot there which he 
had taken out of the hands of the Amorite with his sword and 
with his dow, i.e. by force. See Josh. xxiv. 12, and Gen. 
xlviii. 22, compared with Gen. xxxiii. 19. Josh. xxiv. 32. John 
iv. 5. 
Jacob was a man of peace. What he tells us he took out of 
the hand of others by his sword and by his bow, we may be sure 
was not violently usurped by him, but justly recovered. And it 
may be, that the spot to which he refers was that which had been 
purchased originally by Abraham, and on which he had built an 
altar; and if that had been occupied by others (i. e. the Amorite), 
what more likely than that Jacob, from a feeling of piety and 
zeal, should feel it his duty to restore it, and secure it for ever 
to his posterity, as Isaac re-opened the wells which Abraham 
had digged, and the Philistines had stopped? (Gen. xxvi. 15. 
18, 19.) 

(5) This supposition that Sichem was originally acquired and 
dedicated by the Father of the Faithful, Abraham, and afterwards 
recovered by Jacob, suggests the reason why not only Joseph 
(whose inheritance it was), but why the other Patriarchs also were 
buried at Sichem rather than at Machpelah. 

It was not perhaps without reference to these and other in- 
teresting circumstances in the early history of Sichem, that Jzsus 
Cunist, God manifest in the flesh, chose Sychar or Sichem for 
a special Revelation of Himself as the Messiah (see note on John 
iv. 5; cp. iv. 26), and discoursed there to the woman of Samaria 
concerning the future extension of God’s Worship fo every piace 
in the world (John iv. 21). 

Objection 3. Lastly, it is objecled 

That St. Stephen says, Abraham purchased the land at 
Sichem of the children of Emmor tbe son of Sichem ; 

And this, it is said, is a proof that he confounded a purchase 
supposed to be made by Abraham, with that made by Jacob of 
the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem (Gen. xxxiii. 19. Josh. 
xxiv. 32). 

Reply.—St. Stephen is speaking of an Emmor, or Hamor, 
who was a different person from the Emmor or Hamor with whom 
Jacob dealt. Jacob dealt with the sons of a Hamor who was 
Jather of Shechem (Gen. xrziii. 19. Josh. xxiv.32). But St. 
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Stephen says that Adraham bonght the field from the sons of 
Hamor, the son of Shechem. So the words rot Zuxéu ouyhé to 
be translated. 

Hamor was the name of the Prince of the Shechemites 
(Gen. xxxiv. 2). And it is no more surprising that there should 
be two princes of Shechem called Hamor, than that there should 
be many Candaces in succession in Meroe, and many Pharaohs in 
Egypt, and many Cesars at Rome. 

Hamor seems to have been the hereditary title of the king 
of the country. See Judges ix. 28, where the name occurs 500 
years after Jacob’s time. 


43. éwdxe:va BaBvAadvos] beyond Babylon. 

Objection.—This is inconsistent with Amos v. 27, who has 
Aapacxot, Damascus. 

Reply.—In order to enforce his argument, St. Stephen adda 
to the prophecy of Amos some other declarations uf the same 
Spirit Who inspired Amos, and Who had pronounced by them 
that the Israelites would be carried for their sins still further 
than Damascus (Jer. xx. 4. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 20), even to Babylon 
and beyond it. There was something significant in the fact here 
mentioned, that God would carry them away for their sins from 
Canaan to beyond Babylon; i.e. that for their unbelief He 
would invert in their case the course He had followed with 
Abraham their father for his faith. God brought Aim from 
Chaldeea to Canaan, He would carry them from Canaan to beyond 
Chaldeea. And observe, St. Stephen uses the same word here 
(neroixl{w) as he had done in v. 4, whon speaking of Abraham. 

There must have been a sharp sting in this word BafvAdvos 
reserved for the end of the sentence, where they perhaps only ex- 
pected to hear Aauacxoi. 

On this practice, so reasonable in itself, of blending several 
prophecies into one, and also condensing their substance (which 
is imputed in St. Stephen’s case to inaccuracy and forgetfulness !), 
see the excellent observations of Surenhusius, pp. 43. 45. 343, 
and the numerous examples cited by him of this practice. Cp. 
Acts iii. 22. 25, and see note above on Matt. ii. 23, Luke iv. 17, 
and above on vii. 3, below on Acts xiii. 22. 


On the whole, on reviewing the Objections above recited, 
we may affirm, that there is nothing in them which can invalidate 
the claims of St. Stephen to Inspiration ; or those of St. Luke, 
who has preserved his speech, and asserts that St. Stephen “‘ was 
full of the Holy Ghost,’’ and that they “could not resist the 
wisdom with which he spake.”’ 

There is nothing in St. Stephen’s statements to countenance 
the assertion of some recent Criticism, that he confounded Abra- 
ham with Jacob, and Sichem with Hebron, and one purchase with 
another. There is nothing there to give any encouragement to 
its vain-glorious notion, that it can penetrate with a keener glance 
into the records of early Jewish History, than he “who was 
full of the Holy Ghost,”’ and whose eye, being enlightened by 
Him, pierced through the clouds, and saw ‘‘the heavens opened, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.” On the other 
hand, we are constrained to ask,—Can there be any reasonable 
expectation of ‘‘ progress, or further illumination” in Biblical 
Criticism, or of any other results but of degeneracy, degradation, 
disbelief, and demoralization, from such allegations as these of a 
shallow and superficial sciolism, putting them forth with arrogant 
presumption, as if they were proved; and as even furnishing data 
to be accepted and arranged by a calm Inductive Philosophy as 
valuable acquisitions of Theological Science ? 


But they who read Holy Scripture with right dispositions 
will derive spiritual comfort and intellectual delight from those 
portions of Holy Writ which, like St. Stephen’s speech, may ap- 
pear at first sight to be beset with difficulties, and have been 
most frequently made occasions of sceptical cavils. They will 
feel persuaded that there are some good reasons for statements in 
Scripture, which at first may seem perplexing. They will be sure 
that valuable truths—like precious pearls in rough and hard 
shells—lurk concealed there. They will endeavour by God’s 
grace, with devout prayer, and with earnest labour, to extract 
them. And their labour will often be rewarded. As in the 
instances above noticed in St. Stephen’s speech, they will see 
gleams of divine light where they once saw obscurity. Objec- 
tions against Scripture will resolve themselves into Arguments 
for it. Difficulties will be changed into Evidences. And from 
this process of critical transformation they will derive 8 persuasion, 
that when the mists of human infirmity, which hang over us in 
this world, are dispersed, and our eyes are illumined by the same 
Spirit Who shed His bright beams of light on St. Stephen, alé 
the other difficulties of Scripture will disappear ; we shall acquire 
new faculties of spiritual vision, and where before we saw mists 
and clouds, we shall see the heavens opened, and the glory of 
Jesus Christ standing at the right band of God. 
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2. Geds rijs 3dins] the God of glory. The fountain of glory. 
(Chrys.) On this Hebraism (Ps. xxviii. 3), see on Matt. xxii. 11, 
and cp. Eph. i. 17. Col. i. UL. Heb. ix. 5. Phil. iii. 21. 

— Xappdy] Haran; Kdgpa:, Carre. (Lucan i. 104.) 

8.] On the supposed discrepancy in this verse, see above under 
‘* Objections,”’ p. 67. 

4.} On this verse, see above under “‘ Objections,” p. 67. 

— perpuicev] God removed him. Cp. Vaick. here, p. 417, 
on the difference between xarowxloa: and xarowjoa, and the 
present Editor’s note on Theocrilus, p. 242. 

5. Aijua xo8és} Deut. ii. 5, LXX. 

6.} See above, under ‘‘ Objections,” p. 67. 

7.] See above, under “ Objections,” p. 67. 

8. werpidpxas Patriarchs ; the heads of the twelve zarpial, 
or tribes. 


9.] See above, under ‘‘ Odjections,’’ p. 68. 
or an excellent summary of certain points in which Joseph 
was typical of Christ, cp. Bp. Pearson on the Creed, Art. vi. 
p. 414, and Mather on the Types, p. 86, ed. 1705. 
10. d§fAaro] On this form, see Winer, p. 68. Cp. v. 21; 


i. LL. 

12. ofria] So A, B,C, D, EB. Elz. otra. 

—els Afyvrrov] So A, B, D, E. Elz. dv Alytrrey. Cp. 
viii. 40, ebpéOn els “Aero. 


The accusative is more expressive here, as indicating that 
provisions were stored up, and, as it were, brought together tate 
Egypt; as distinct from other countries. 

14.] See above, under ‘‘ Odjections,”’ p. 68. 

16.] See above, under “ Objections,’’ p. 68. 

17. &poradyncery] 80 A, B, C.—Elz. Spooe. 

19. éxdxwoe—rod rosetv] On the construction, see above, iii. 12; 
xv. 20. Luke ii. 21. Winer, § 44, p. 292. It seems to be de- 
rived from the Hebrew use of ) with the Infinitive. 

20. doreios rg Oeg] fair to God, i.e. in God’s sight. The 
LXX apply the word doretos to Moses (Exod. ii. 2), for the 
Hebr. 30, goodly, fair. Comp. Heb. xi. 23. xaples. (Hesych.) 
The addition of rg @eg is a Hebraism, denoting what is really 
and eminently such. Cp. Vorat. de Hebr. cap. xvi., and Vailck. 
here, p. 425. See Jonah iii. 3, réAss peydAn 7h Ceg. Ruth iii. 
10. Moses was goodly, not only in men’s sight, who look only 
on the countenance, but in the eyes of God, Who reads the Aeart. 
See above, on Luke i. 6; below, 2 Cor. ix. 4, 3usard re Ocg, 
and Wets. here, and Winer, § 36, p. 221. 

21, 22. dereOévra atrby—airdy] 80 A, B, C, D. Els. has 
éxteOévros avrov. 

On the repetition of the pronoun abrdy, see Matt. viii. 1; 
xxvi. 71. Mark ix. 28. 
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22. é» xdop copig Alyurrloy] in all the wisdom of the Egyp- 
tians. Egypt was celebrated in the ancient world as the mother 
of arts and sciences, and as the teacher of the wisest among the 
Greeks (see Homer, Odyss. iv. 220. Herod. ii. 160); and was 
therefore visited by Pythagoras and Plato. Valer. Mar. viii. 7. 
Ammian. Marcellin. xxii. 6. Macrod. Somn. Scip. i. 21; §a- 
turnal.i. 14. Philo, Vit. Mosis, i. p. 84. (Welstein.) 

Here is an argument for the consecration of heathen Lite- 
rature to the service of Christianity. See the eloquent passage of 
Origen, Epist. ad Greg. Thaumaturg. S. Jerome, ad Magnum, 
Epist. 84, and ad Damas. 146, and Augustin. de doctr. Christ. 
(ii. 40), and c. Faust. (xxii. 91), who argues for this consecration 
from the example of the ancient people of God applying the gold 
of Egypt to the beautifying of the Tabernacle, and cites the 
examples of Christian Fathers. ‘‘ Nonne aspicimus quanto auro 
et argento et veste suffarcinatus exierit de Aigypto Cyprianue, 
Doctor suavissimus et Martyr beatissimus? quanto Lactanéius, 
quanto Victorinus, Optatus, Hilarius, ut de vivis taceam, quanto 
innumerabiles Greeci? Quod prior ipse fidelissimus Dei famulus 
Moyses fecerat, de quo scriptum est, ‘qgudd eruditus fuerat omni 
sapientia Egypliorum.’” Cp. Hooker, quoted above, Luke v. 
39, and below, xxvi. 14. 


— B8uvards dy Adyos] mighty in words. Though by nalure 
** slow of speech ” (Exod. iv. 10); but God gave him eloquence 
(Exod. iv. 10), and he is called dp:Aeiy widaydraros by Josephus, 
Ant. iii. 1. 4. 

— Upyos] deeds. See Josephus, Ant. ii. 10. 1. 


23. recoapaxovraerhs xpdvos] Moses was forty years old 
when he visited his brethren; he was twice forty yeare old when 
he stood before Pharaoh (Exod. vii. 7); and thrice forty years old 
when he died. (Deut. xxxiv. 7.) See the remarks of the Jewish 
Doctors on these periods in Welstein, p. 498. The repeated men- 
tion of forty years in the history of Moses (here and in v. 30, 


and ov. 36. 42), is surely not without some meaning in reference to 
Christ. See above, i. 3. 

24. ex3lxnow] See Luke xviii. 3. 7, 3. 

26. ovvfraccev] he was reconciling: so A, B, C, D; a much 
preferable reading to that of Elz., cuvhdacey. They rejected 
Moses, when he was engaged in the work of Reconciliation, as the 
Jews rejected Christ, the Mediator between God and Man. 

27. oé] thee, emphatic; éhee, so feeble and obscure a person. 

28. ud] me, emphatic; me, as well as the Egyptian. 

80. &yyeAos Kuplov) the angel of the Lord. Generally sup- 
posed by the Fathers to be the Second Person of the Blessed 
Trinity. See Hilary, de Trin. v. Augustin. de Trin. ii. 18; 
iii. 10. Hieronym. in Galat. c. 3. Ambrose, de Fide, cap. 5. 
(Lorin.) 

83. Abcoy rd dwd8nua] loose thy shoe (cp. Josh. v. 15), lest 
something unclean should be cleaving to the shoe in the course 
of the journey: and therefore the Priests did not wear shoes 
when ministering in the Temple. Schemoth, ii. 937. Pirke 
Eliezer, 40. Cp. Juvenal, vi. 158. And this rule extended itself 
among heathen nations (Solinus, xvii.), and the Turks. ( Wetstein.) 

84, 35. [8a el3ov) seeing, I saw : “ plenissimé agnovi ;’”’ another 
Hebraism. Exod. iii. 7. See Gen. ii. 17. Deut. xv. 10. Matt. 
xiii. 14. Heb. vi. 14. Valek. and Voret. p. 610, cap. xxxiv. 

34. dwoorefAw] let Me send thee. 8o A, B, C, D. Cp. 
Numb. xxiii. 27, 8eipo saparddBw ce. (Bornemann.) Eis. has 
dwoorTeAd. 

85. rovrov} him. Mark the emphatic repetition of oBros. Cp. 
John vi. 42. Winer, p. 144. 

— awdoradxery] hath sent, although they little supposed it. 
The reading of A, B, D, E, and others. Elz. has aeécreiAey, 

— ov xepf] A,B,C, D,E. Elz. ev x. 

36. yi Aiytwrou] land of Egypt; a common Hebraism, Matt. 
x. 15; xi. 24, supplanted in some MSS. by yf Alyiwry; as 
other Hebraisms have been by Hellenic forms, 
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da Exod. 19. 3, 17. 


e Deut. 5. 27, $1. 
f Rom. 8. 2. 


g Exod. 82. I. 


h Deut. 9. 16. 
Ps. 106. 19, 20. 


{ Jer. 19. 18. 
Amos 5. 25, 26. 
k Ps. 81. 12. 
] Deut. 4. 19. 
2 Kings 17. 16. 


m Exod. 25. 40. 
Heb. 8. 5. 
n Josh. 3. 14. 


o 18am. 16. 12, 
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2 Sam. 7. 1, &e. 
1 Chron. 17, 12. 
Ps. 132. 5. 

p 1 Kings 6. 1. 
& 8. 27. 

ch. 17, 24. 

q Isa. 66.1, 2. 


ACTS VI. 39—49. 
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88. éxxAnola ev tH ephugw] Church in the wilderness. A re- 
markable confirmation of his argument. God’s Church is not 
limited to Judea. It was in the Wilderness, and there Moses, 
your great Lawgiver, was with it; and, remember, he died there 
in the Wilderness ; and was never permitted to enter the promised 
Land, to which you would restrain the favours of God. 

The Church in the Wilderness. This sentence is not with- 
ont its prophetic significance for Christian times. The Church 
of God is represented in the Apocalypse as persecuted by the 
Great City; She is the Woman in the Wilderness (Rev. xii. 
1—6), and there she is nourished by God forty-two months 
v. 6), the number of the ‘ Mansiones,’ or stations, of the Ancient 
Church of God in the Wilderness of Sinai. See below, notes on 
Rev. xii. 1—6. 

40. 5 yap Mwdojjs}] On the construction, see xix. 34; xx. 3. 
Winer, § 63, p. 501. 

41. duocxonrolncay] they made a Calf—in imitation of the 
Apis of Memphis in Egypt, which they had left (cp. Winer, 
R. W. B. i. p. 644); and so in heart returned to Egypt (v. 39). 

Thus ye have dealt with Christ. He came to deliver you 
from worse than Egyptian bondage, and ye have fallen back into 
worse slavery than before. 

— dy tais jydpas éxelvais] in those days. Even when the 
Law was being delivered to him by God, they were guilty of re- 
bellion against Him. 

42. dy BIBAw ray xpopnrar] in the book of the Prophets: 
i.e. of the Twelve leseer Prophets, who were reckoned as forming 
one AlBdos, or volume, by the Jews. See Bp. Cosin on the Ca- 
non, p. 12, and below, xiii. 40. 

— pol] to Me, emphatic. Did ye offer to Me? No—but to 
Moloch ! 

43. dverdBere] ye lifted up. The word used by Amos (v. 26), 
wip;, sustulit. Ye who were My holy People, appointed to lift 
up and carry My Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of My Presence, 
with you, in your journeyings through the Wilderness,—ye were 
not ashamed of your idol, but ye raised him aloft in the air, and 
carried him aad his tabernacle on high, as a sacred banner, 
standard, or trophy, when you ought to have fixed your hearts on 
Me and Mine! 

Moloch is opposed to Jehovah, and Moloch’s idolatrous 
axnvh to the oxnvh or Tabernacle of God. 

The Alexandrine MS. has ‘Paddy here. C, E have ‘Pegay, 
D has ‘Peugdy. The LXX have ‘Payday for Hebr. 79. It seems 
probable that Kiun, Kieun, and Rephan or Remphan, signify the 
Kronos or Saturnus of the Egyptians. And &orpor would be 
the Planet of Saturn. See the authorities in Lightfoot, ii. p 673. 


Glass. Phil. p. 645, 646. Surenhus. p. 413. Rosenm. here, and 
Winer, p. 386, in v. Saturn. 

S. Cyril’s note (in Catena, p. 123, cp. Theophyl. p. 68, and 
CEcum. p. 71) deserves attention, particularly from his connexion 
with Alexandria in Egypt. He affirms after Aquila and Theodo- 
tion that ‘Pepdy signifies blindness: the idol was that of a star, 
but it was els répAwow" eoxopalaOnaay yip (read éoxorlebncay 
yep) al xap8ia: abray. They worshipped the idol as their 
éwopdpos or day-star (Kerpoyv), but it became to them a ‘Peay 
or oxéricpa, or darkness. 

Perhaps therefore this name Rephan was given by the more 
devout Jews to this idol in contempt and abhorrence; for the 
same reason as they called the god of the Ekronites, Beelzeboul 
And St. Stephen adopts /Ais name Rephan from the LXX instead 
of Chin, as much as to say: Ye set up the s/ar of a dlind god 
in opposition to the God of heaven, and Father of lights. 

— ModAéx] Bfoloch, from 70 regnans: perhaps the Milcom 
(i.e. their King) of the Ammonites (1 Kings xi. 5. 33). The 
worship of Moloch accompanied with human sacrifices (see on 
Matt. v. 22) is specially forbidden in Leviticus xviii. 21 and 
xx. 2, and it may thence be inferred to have been practised by the 
Israelites. 

— BaBvadyos}] See above, under “ Objections,” p. 69. 

45. "Incot] Jesus: Joshua the eon of Nun. Cp. Heb. iv. 8 
On the meaning of the name, see on Matt. i. 1. 

It is observable that the name of Jesus, though ever in the 
thoughis of St. Stephen, and, as it were, hovering on his lips in 
almost every sentence, is never expressed in his Speech but here, 
where it does not mean Jesus of Nazareth, but Jesus (or Joshus) 
the son of Nun. 

How much wisdom was there in this! If he had openly 
spoken as he felt concerning Jesus of Nazareth, he would have 
been stopped at once by the rage of his hearers (see v. 53, 54), 
and the Christian Church would never have had the speech of 
St. Stephen. There was divine eloquence in his silence. And 
all his words were, and ever will be—qwvayvra auveroici—vocal 
to the wise. And this word Jesus—not used for Christ, but for 
Joshua, the type of Christ, is full of meaning. It is significant 
of the fact already insisted on—that the whole speech is allusive 
to Christ. 

— dy rj xaracxéce:] in the portion or possession of the Gen- 
tiles—cardrxeors = mM Num. xxvii. 4.7, and passim in LXX. 
See also above, v. 5. 

xardoxeos ¢Ov@y can hardly mean occupation of the /and of 
the Nations. 

48.] After xecpororhros Elz. adds yaots, which is not in A, B, 
C, D, E, H. Cp. Acts xvii. 24. 


ACTS VII. 50—59. 
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52. rod Aixalov] of the Just One, of whom ye now became the 
betrayers and murderers. This sentence seems to have been 
in the mind of the Second Apostolic Martyr at Jerusalem, St. 
James, when he wrote his Epistle a little before his own martyr- 
dom. James v. 6. 

53. eis 8:arayds] at the disposition or ordinance of angels, i.e. 
ordained by God through them. S:atayévra 8° dyyéAwy, Schol. 
Mosqu. Cp. d:erdfaro, v. 44. 

On this use of eis, see Matt. xii. 41. Eph.i. 10. Glass. 
Phil. p. 484, 5. And as to the fact, viz. the Ministry of Angels 
at Mount Sinai, see Deut. xxxiii. 2, where God is said to appear 
on Sinai, oby pupidow ... dx Setar abrod By-yeAor per’ abrov. 
Gal. iii. 19, vduos Starayels 8° dyyéAwv. Heb. ii. 2, Aarndels 
8° dyyéAwy. Joseph. Ant. xv. 5. 3, iar ra doimrata év Tois 
ydposs 8 byyéAay paldvtray. Surenhus. p. 420, who, after 
many of the Fathers, says, ‘‘tota res ed redire videtur postquam 
Act. vii. 36 (where there is mention of the Ange! at the Bush), 
cum hoc loco (Gal. iii. 19) contulerimus, ut dicamus Christum 
stipantibus Ipsum myriadibus Angelorum tradidisse Legem.” 

The reason of the expression seems to be, that Christ Him- 
self was the Angel of the Covenant (see vv. 30. 35. 38); He, 
when He promulgated the Law, was attended by Angels (Deut. 
xxxiii. 2), and therefore, in a rapid mode of expression, the Law 
given by the Angel, accompanied with Angels, might be said to 
have been given by the disposition of Angels; and so Josephus 
says (Ant. xv. 5. 3) that the Jews had received their Law from 
God by Angels, 3:° dyyéAwy wap @eot. That d:atayh is to be 
understood in this sense, may be inferred from St. Stephen’s use 
of Siardocopa: just before, v. 44. 

55. ixdpxwv] Not yevduevos, and something more also than 
&éyv. It shows his antecedent spiritual state ; and is an assertion 
of the inspiration with which this Speech was delivered. See the 
use of ixdpyey, iii. 2; xvii. 24; xxii. 3. 

56. 8:nvorypévous] So A, B, C: parted asunder, and opened. 
Elz, avepypévous. 

— tora&ra] standing. “ Sedere judicantis est; stare pugnantis 
vel adjuvantis.”” (Greg. M. hom. xix. in 8. Stephan.) 

57. cuvécxov 72 Gra] they stopped their ears, with their hands; 
an action of abhorrence. See Jreneus ap. Euseb. v. 20, and 
Welstein’s note here. 

— &puncay dpobvpaddy ex’ abrdév] They, filled with the Evil 
Spirit, rushed with one accord against him, who was full of the Holy 
Spirit. But what evil could Satan and the Jews do to St. Ste- 
phen? As S. Aug. says (Serm. 215), they procured punishment 
to themselves and a crown of glory to him. What benefits do we 
reap even from the agency of the Devil, through the overruling 
power of Christ! ‘‘ Diabolus quanta preestitit | Omnes Martyres 
ipse nobis fecit!’’ (Aug.) 

— €A:BoBdAovy]} they were stoning him: repeated v. 59 to 
show the continuance of the act of stoning—while he was engaged 
in prayer. 

58. awéOevro ra iudria] they laid down their upper gar- 
ments, {udria, 80 as to be more ready for stoning. The witnesses 
cast the first stone (Deut. xvii. 7). 

— veaviov] of a young man, probably not less than 30 years of 

Vor. 1.—Part II. 


age. See xxvi. 10 and on Philem. 9. David was thirty years of age 
when he fought with Goliath, and is called yeavfoxos by Josephus. 

How different was Saul the young man, from “ Paul the 
aged /”’ Philem. 9. 

— Zadtdov] Saul. Magis seviens omnes adjuvando, quam 
suis manibus lapidando. Aug. Serm. 279. 

This is the first mention of St. Paul in Holy Scripture. 
His agency in the martyrdom of St. Stephen is mentioned with 
peculiar emphasis here, and again viii. 1, with the design pro- 
bably of showing the power of Divine Grace in the change 
wrought thereby from Saul, the Persecutor of the Church, to 
Paul, the Preacher of the Gospel. 

‘* Tste Saulus, et postea Paulus, persecutor Saulus, et preedi- 
cator Paulus. Magna et divina spectacula. Qui erat in cede 
Stephani Persecutor, factus est regni coeloram Preedicator.’’ Aug. 
Serm. 315. . 

Here also, it seems, we may be permitted to recognize one 
main reason why the History of the Acts is principally occupied 
in narrating the actions and sufferings of the two Apostles, St. 
Peter and St. Paul,—the one having shown his weakness in 
denying Christ, the other his fury in persecuting Him. 

Those two names are noble trophies of the victories of the 
Holy Ghost. 

The name of Saul mentioned here may also suggest the con- 
jecture, that we are indebted, under the divine influence of the 
Holy Ghost, to the recital of St. Paul, for this report of St. Ste- 
phen’s speech before the Jewish Sanhedrim. 

St. Paul would doubtless have been anxious to make public 
reparation, as far as he was able, for the wrong done by himself 
to the blessed Martyr. This desire manifested itself afterwards in 
his public declaration at Jerusalem, recorded Acts xxii. 20. 
‘“ When the blood of Thy Martyr, Stephen, was being shed, I 
myself also was standing there, and consenting to the deed, and 
holding the raiment of those who were killing him.” He could 
not make better amends, than by confessing his own share in the 
martyrdom, as is done here (vii. 58; viii. 1), and in giving uni- 
versal and perpetual publicity to the words of St. Stephen in 
the pages of Canonical Scripture, so that it might ever be said of 
St. Stephen, the Proto-martyr of the Church, as of the first Mar- 
tyr of the world, Abel, ‘‘ though dead, he speaketh.” Heb. xi. 4. 

This supposition is in some degree confirmed by the resem- 
blance which (as is well shown by Mr. Humphry) may be traced 
between passages in St. Stephen’s speech and St. Paul’s speeches 
and Epistles; e. g. 

St. Stephen says, v. 20, Modojs aoreios. St. Pawl, Heb. 
xi. 23. 

St. Stephen says, v. 48, obx 6 Byioros ev xeiporarhros Kar- 
oxe?. St. Paul, Acta xvii. 24, 5 @eds ob ev yeipoxorhrots vaois 
KATOLKEC, 

St. Stephen, vii. 53, éAdBere vdpoy els S:araryas dyyéAwr. 

St. Paul, Gal. iii. 19, 6 vdpos S:arayels 80 ayydAwv. Heb. 
ii. 2, AaAnOels 80° ay-yéAwy. 

St. Stephen, vii. 51, aweplrunro: rH xapdig. St. Paul, 
Rom. ii. 29, weprropd xapdlas ev wvedpari. 

It is observable also, that St. Paul’s first recorded speech in 
the Acts (xiii. 16) bears s striking resemblance to St. Bteeen 
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It is very probable, that St. Paul reported St. Stephen's 
speech to St. Luke, and that St. Luke wrote it under St. Paul’s 
eye, and he published it with the sanction of St. Paul, an inspired 
Apostle, deeply versed in the History and Antiquities of his own 
nation. This consideration may serve to confirm us in our con- 
clusion that there are no “ errors or inaccuracies ’’ in it. 

59. éA:doBdAovy] they were stoning. The punishment for 
blasphemy. (Levit. xxiv. 16. Deut. xvii. 35.) 

It has been inferred by some from the infliction of this 
punishment on St. Stephen, that the Sanhedrim had the power of 
life and death in matters of religion, without reference to the 
Roman Governor. But this is not clear. He generally resided 
at Ceesarea, not at Jerusalem; and in his absence they often pro- 
ceeded in a summary and irregular way in questions of religion. 
See on xxvi. 10. 

In the case of St. Stephen, there is no mention of any judi- 
cial sentence being pronounced. The assault upon him is repre- 
sented as atumultuary act of fury. (See ov. 57, 58.) 

Popular outbreaks, followed by stoning, were not uncommon 
at this time at Jerusalem ; as may be inferred from what is said 
above, even of the captain of the temple and the officers of the 
Chief Priests themselves in ch. v. 26, é@oBotwro thy Aadby ph 
As@acO@a@oiv, and from what is recorded in the history of our 
Lord, John viii. 59; x. 31—33. Cp. Matt. xxiii. 37. 

The question whether the Jewish Sanhedrim had the power 
of life and death in such cases as this is best illustrated by a pas- 
sage of Origen (ad African. § 14), who says, ‘“‘ Though the 
Jews are under tribute to the Romans, the Ethnarch, by the 
permission of Ceesar, is allowed to have considerable power among 
them ; insomuch that their trials are conducted according to their 
own laws, though clandestinely; and even capital punishment is 
inflicted, not as an absolute right, but with the imperial con- 
nivance.’’ See Professor Blunt, Lectures, p. 141. 

“Thus it would seem that St. Stephen suffered capital pu- 
nishment,”’ adds Professor Blunt, ‘‘at the hands of the Jews, 
even in spite of its not being exactly lawful for them to put any 
one to death; the majesty of the Roman law being contented to 
lie in abeyance, though ready at any time to assert itself and re- 
sume its functions.”’ 

— éwixadrotpevov] invoking. Bentley (on Freethinking, xxxvi. 
p. 138) conjectures that @N (@edv) ‘‘ was absorpt by the pre- 
ceding syllable ON.” Perhaps, however, there is a design in the 
omission. St. Stephen called upon Him Whom he beheld in 
heaven, and said to Him, ‘‘ Lord Jesus, receive My Spirit.’’ Thus 
St. Stephen teaches with his dying breath that the Name of Jesus 
is to be called upon and worshipped ; i. e. that He is God. Hence 
in ix. 14. 21. 1 Cor. i. 2, and 2 Tim. ii. 22, ‘‘all that call on 
the Name of the Lord,’’ is a periphrasis for Christians. See also 
xxii. 16. 

— Képie "Inoot] Lord Jesus. This is the only place where the 
Name Jesus is uttered by St. Stephen, see on v. 45. St. Stephen 
at his death prays to Jesus, and addresses the same prayers to 
Jesus, as Jesus, dying on the cross, had addressed to His Father, 
Luke xxiii. 34. 46, ‘‘ Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do,’”’ and ‘Father, into Thy bands I commend My 
Spirit.” Jesus, as man, taught us to pray; St. Stephen, inspired 
by the Holy Ghost, teaches us to pray to Jesus; and to pray to 
Him as He as Man prayed to His Father,—that is, as God. 

— Bétas rd wxveipd pou] receive my spirit. A proof that the 
spirit of man survives, and does not sleep, when separated from 
the body by death. See on Luke xvi. 22, 23, and above on i. 25. 

60. uh orhons— auapriay] lay not to their charge this 
sin. So A, B,C, D. Elz. rhy apaprlay rabrny,—but apyapriay, 
the emphatic word, has its proper place at the close. He warns 
them of their danger in committing the ein, and shows his love 
to them by prayer for the sinning. 

The word orfons involves the idea of weighing. See Matt. 
xxvi. 15, When Thou, the Judge of all, weighest their actions 
in Thy balance, do not place this sin in the scale against them. 

By this prayer St. Stephen proved that all he had said in his 
speech, however bitter to them, was the language of charity. It 
came from the Spirit of Truth and Love, and it had its first-fruits 
in the conversion of Saul, and in that of thousands by bim. 
‘‘ Seevire videbatur Stephanus; lingua ferox, cor lene: clamabat, 
et amabat; ssviebat, et salvos fieri volebat.” S. Aug. (Serm. 
315. 

‘phe influence of this prayer of St. Stephen on other succeed- 
ing Martyrs may be seen in Eused. v. 2. 

— dxouhOn] he fell asleep; that is, in body,—though it had 
been stoned,—for his spirit had been commended to Jesus, v. 59, 
and ¢hat neither slumbers nor sleeps. See on Luke xvi. 22; xxiii. 


= 


43, and | Cor. xv. 6: even a heathen said, fepdy Srvoy xowmarac 
OvhoKxety ph A€ye Tovs &yabods. (Callimachus, Epig. 10.) 

On the rhythmical cadence of this eeutence in the word éxoi- 
ph@n (~~ ~~), see note at the end of the Book, xxviii. 31. 

The following comments on this Divine History are from 
S. Augustine’s Sermons in Natali, the birthday, i. e. the Mar- 
tyrdom (see on Acts ii. 24) Stephani Martyris (Serm. 314—320, 
vol. v. pp. 1856—1878). 

“Cum aliorum martyrum vix gesta inveniamus quod in so- 
lemnitatibus earum recitare possimus (a remarkable declara- 
tion) Lujus passio in canonico libro est; Actus Apostolorum de 
Canone Scriptures est : ipse liber incipit legi & Dominico Pasche, 
sicnt se consuetudo habet Ecclesiw (from Easter to Whitsuntide, 
Aug., Tract vi. in Joan.; cp. Chrys. in Acta, Hom. 63 and 48). 
In hoe ergo libro audistis quomodo sint electi et ab Apostolis 
ordinati septem Diaconi, in quibus Sanctus Stephanus erat; prior 
Martyr de Diaconis quam de Apostolis: prior victima de Agnis, 
quam de Arietibus.” S. Aug. (p. 1859.) 

He draws a parallel between 

(1) The charges against our Lord, and those against Ste- 
phen. Compare John ii. 19—21. Matt. xxvii. 40, with Acts vi. 14. 

(2) Our Lord’s prayer for His enemies, and commendation 
of His soul to the Father; and St. Stephen’s prayer and com- 
mendation of His soul to the Lord Jesus. 

He traces St. Stephen’s graces at his death to the influence 
of Christ’s example. ‘‘Sedebat in cathedra crucis Christus, et 
docebat Stephanum regulam pietatis. Ecce discipulus Tuus orat 
pro inimicis suis, orat pro lapidatoribus suis.’ He refers his 
hearers to the Divine Source from which all St. Stephen’s graces 
flowed. ‘‘ Ecce hoc Stephanus fecit. De se? De suo fecit? 
Non ita; de dono Dei fecit. Si autem de dono Dei fecit, num- 
quid intravit, et contra te clausit ? Numquid pontem transivit et 
precidit ? Pete et tu; Fons manat, non siccavit. 

‘“‘Non mortem timebat Stephanus, quia Christum, quem 
pro se occisum sciebat, viventem videbat; ac per hoc festinabat 
etiam ipse mori pro Ilo, ut viveret cum Illo. Eja, fratres, se- 
quamur eum; si enim sequamur Slephanum, coronabimur 
(alluding to his name Srégpavos, the Fathers love to dwell on the 
circumstance, that he who bore the name of Erégayos was the 
first to win the crown of Martyrdom for Christ) ; maximé autem 
imitandus est nobis in dilectione inimicorum : persistens beatissi- 
mus Martyr in testimonio Veritatis, et Charitatis ardens Spiritu, 
pervenit ad gloriosissimum finem.”’ 

8. Aug. (p. 1878) applies to St. Stephen the deacon the pro- 
mise of Christ (John xii. 26), “where I am, there shall My 
servant be,’ observing that in the Greek original the word is 
8idxovos, and in some Latin Versions Diaconus, and that St. 
Stephen was indeed a deacon to Christ, that he did follow Christ, 
and that in him Christ’s promise was made good, “ ubi sum Ego, 
illic erit diaconus Meus.” To this remark it might be added, 
that the verb also is used twice there, day euol 8:anovfi tis euod 
dxoAovGelrw, ai Srov eiu) eye, éxel nal 6 Siduovos 6 duds ora, 
cat édy ris duol Siaxovy, tyshoe abtdy 6 Mdrap. 

S. Jerome (in Ezek. xliii.) seems to assert that St. Stephen 
was martyred at the Passover, on the second day of unleavened 
bread. If this was the case, and it is rendered probable by the 
presence of many Hellenists (vi. 9), here was another point of 
resemblance to Christ. Cp. below, on xii. 3. 

Lastly, on St. Stephen’s death, Augustine says (p. 1873), 
“Cum tanta esset in docendo constantia, videte gqualis faerit in 
morte patientia. Hi ictibus corpus ipsius quatiebant; ille pro 
inimicis orabat; contundebatur homo exterior, et supplicabat 
interior. Sed Dominus qui cinxerat, qui probaverat, spectabat 
desuper militem Suum, juvaturus certantem, coronaturus vin- 
centem. Denique Se ostendit illi. Zece enim, inquit, video 
celos apertos, et Filium hominie stantem ad dexteram Dei. Et 
quid ait prose? Domine Jesu, accipe spiritum meum ; et pro 
illis gonuflectit, et ait, Domine, ne statuas illis hoc peccatum. Et 
hoc dicto, obdormivit.”” O sweet slumber! He who fell asleep 
among the stones of his enemies, how triumphantly will his ashes 
awake from the stones of the tomb! He fell asleep in confidence 
and peace, for he commended his spirit to the Lord. 

The position of St. Stephen's Day, the morrow after Christ- 
mar Day, in the Calendar of the Christian Church, has a bean- 
tiful significance. See the excellent remarks of Gregory Nyssen, 
in S. Stephan. (ii. p. 786.) It intimates that all the graces of all 
the Martyrs are due tothe Incarnation of Carist, Who is the Great 
Proto-Martyr, ‘‘the true and faithful Martyr or Witness” 
(Rev. i. 6; iii. 14), of Whose ‘fulness all have received, and 
grace for grace.’’ (John i. 16.) And this idea is strengthened 
by the sequence, in that Calendar, of the Martyrdom of Long 
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Life in St. John the Evangelist, and of Infancy in the Holy 
Innocents. The Incarnation of Christ may be compared to the 
Mountain of continental Greece, from which all its principal 
rivers flow, and fertilize the land. He is the One Well-spring 
of Living Water—‘‘the True Light that lighteth every one that 
cometh into the world.” (John i. 9.) 

Besides, the death-day of Martyrs is called rightly their 
Audpa yevd@rA:0s, dies Natalis, their birth-day (Eused. iv. 15). 
It is their nativity into everlasting Life. Well therefore may it 
be associated with the Nativity of Cunist. 


Ca. VIII. 1—8. Laiaos fv cuvevBoxav] Saul was consenting 
to hie murder: cp. St. Paul’s own words, xxii. 20. Saul (says 
Aug., Serm. 316, p. 1868) heard St. Stephen’s speech; and then 
perhaps he scoffed at it; but he was concerned in St. Stephen’s 
prayer. St. Stephen prayed for him. And mark the effects of that 

rayer. ‘Saulus, cui non suffecit occisus Stephanus, accepit 

pistolas a Sacerdotibus, ut ubicunque inveniret Christianos alli- 
gatos adduceret ad supplicia sumenda, qualia sumpserat Ste- 
phanus. Iratus ibat Saulus, ibat lupus ad gregem Domini. Et 
Dominus de sursum, Saule, Saule, guid Me persequeris? Lupe, 
quid Agnum persequeris? Ego, quando sum occisus, Leonem 
occidi. Exue te lupo; esto de lupo, ovis; de ove, Pastor. Stratus 
est Persecutor, erectus est Predicator. Stephanus tunc agnus, 
Paulus tunc lupus erat; modd autem ambo agni.’’—May we all 
with them follow the Lams in heaven ! 

1—4. wdyres Bseowdpnoayv—ebaryyeA:(suevor roy Adyov] being 
scattered abroad by persecution they scattered abroad the seed 
of the Word. First, in Samaria, where Christ’s prophetic eye 
had seen “ the fields white unto harvest ’”’ (John iv. 36), and then 
in the whole world. 

It is one of the purposes of this divine History, to show 
that “the fierceness of man turns to the praise of God.” Ps. 
Ixxvi. 10. 

As it was in the Apostolic age, so it ever has been and ever 
will be with the Church, governed and guided by the Spirit of God ; 

As Tertullian says to the Roman Persecutors of the Church 
(Apolog. ad fin.), ‘‘Crudelitas vestra illecebra est magis secte. 
Plures efficimur, quoties metimur a vobis; semen est sanguis 
Christianorum,’’ and ad Scapulam, “ Hanc sectam magis eedificari 
videas, cum cedi videtur.’”’ Compare the language of S. Nilus 
(hom. 2 de Ascens.), ‘‘ Succidebantur Ecclesie palmites, et Fidei 
fructus augescebat. E radice enim Illa nati sunt Qui dixerat 
‘Ego vici Mundum; Ego sum Vitis, Vos Palmites.'” And 
Chrysostom says, the blood of Martyrs waters the garden of the 
Church, and makes it fruitful; and S. Leo (Serm. i. in Natal. 
Petri), ‘‘ Non minuitur persecutionibus Ecclesia, sed augetur (cp. 
Exod. i. 12) et Dominicus ager segete altiore vestitur, dum grana 
que singula cadunt multiplicata nascuntur.”’ 

Besides, by their dispersions they destroyed the power of the 
Enemy. ‘ Occiso Stephano, persecutionem gravissimam Ecclesia 
Hierosolymis passa est. Fugati sunt fratres qui ibi erant; soli 
Apostoli remanserunt. Ceeteri fugabantur, sed, tanquam ardentes 
faces, accendebant. Stulti Judai, quando illos de Hierosolymis 
fugabant, carbones ignis in silvam mittebant.” Aug. (Serm. 
316. 

‘hus, by the controlling power of Christ, the devices of the 
Arch-enemy of the Church were overruled into instruments 
against himself, 

— «dhy trav dxoordéAwy] except the Aposties It would seem 
that a special charge had heen laid on the Apostles to remain at 
Jerusalem ; see above, on i. 4, and below, viii. 14; ix. 27; xi. 1; 
xv. 2. 

2. cuvexdu:cav] devout men took up Stephen and made great 
Jamentation over him. There was a peculiar reason for the men- 
tion of this circumstance in the case of St. Stephen, because (as 
Lightfoot shows, ii. p. 677) it was not lawful among the Jews 
to make outward demonstrations of grief for persons condemned 
by the Sanhedrim. 


It is said by some interpreters, that these ‘devout ’’ men 
must have been Jews (see Kuin., Meyer), because the word 
evAaBets is connected with "Iov8aio: in ii. 5; and because Chrie- 
tiens would not have ventured to bury Stephen. But edAdSeia 
is characterized as a Christian grace (Heb. v. 7; xii. 28); and 
though their xowerds was a remnant of Judaism (see Chrys. here, 
and below, on ix. 37), yet probably it is specially mentioned that 
these men buried Stephen, because it was an act of Christian 
courage, and exposed them to danger. However, it is not deter- 
mined by the historian whether they were Jews, Proselytes, or 
Christians. Perhaps there were some among them from all these 
three classes: they are contrasted as &v3pes etAaBeis with the 
savage character of his murderers. 

The Burial of the dead is here commended as an act of 
Christian piety, and thus is inculcated the duty of reverence 
for the bodies of Christians, 

(1) as being temples of the Holy Ghost ; 

(2) and, as committed to the keeping of the grave, in order 
to rise again in glory, and to be ‘‘ made like unto Christ’s glorious 
Body.”’ (Phil. iii. 21.) 

See the treatise of S. Aug. (vi. p. 866), De cura pro mor- 
tuis gerend&, and cp. what Bp. Pearson says, on the Creed, 
Art. iv. p. 339, ‘‘ When Ananias died, though after hie ain, yet 
they wound him up and carried him out and buried him (Acts 
v. 6); when Stephen was stoned, devout men carried him to his 
burial ; and when Dorcas died, they washed her and laid her in 
an upper chamber (Acts ix. 37). So careful were the primitive 
Christians of the rites of burial.’ And that pious and learned 
Expositor observes on the effect which Christianity had on 
national usages of Sepulfure. In the Roman Empire, before the 
reception of the Gospel, the bodies of the dead were burnt, and 
their ashes only reserved in funeral urns. But after a few 
Emperors had received Baptism, there was not a body burnt in 
the Roman Empire. 

So great a social change was wrought by Christianity. The 
religious sanctity of the Churchyards and Cemeteries of Europe 
is due to its influence. ‘ And the decent custom of the primitive 
Christians (says By. Pearson) was so acceptable unto God, that 
under His Providence it proved most effectual in the conversion 
of the Heathen, and in the propagation of the Gospel.” 

But when Funeral Rites are neglected and violated, Chris- 
tianity will decline. This is a warning not unnecessary in our 
own age and country, where, on account of the inadequate pro- 
vision and insufficient care of Churchyards, there is danger of 
heartlessness and irreverence in the interment of the dead,— 
especially of the poor. 

— norerdy uéyay] great lamentation,—“ planctam magnum ;” 
with wringing of hands and beating of breasts. See Luke xxiii. 
48. Cp. below, ix. 39. 

8. éAuyalvero] Saul was making havoc of the Church, while 
some were burying Stephen; and others were preaching the word, 
A striking contrast. 

6. @fA:1xwos] Philip. Not Philip the Apostle; for the Apostles 
remained at Jerusalem (v. 1). And if Philip had been an Apostle, 
it would not have been n for Peter and John to leave 
Jerusalem for Samaria, to lay their hands on those whom Philip 
had baptized there (ov. 12, 13). But ¢hie Philip was the Deacon, 
also called Philip the Evangelist (Acts xxi. 8). So Chrys. and 
Epiphan., who says (Caten. p. 135), that Philip being a Deacon 
had not authority to give the Holy Spirit by laying on of hands. 
And Aug. (Serm. 266, 4) says, that he was called Philip the 
Evangelist, ‘‘ propter promptum preedicationis eloquium.”’ 

— Zapapelas] Samaria. Not-a city of Samaria, but the city 
of Samaria, —‘‘in urbem ipsam Samarie ” (By. Pearson), the an- 
cient residence of the Kings of Israel, the Metropolis, 2<8aor4— 
now Sebustieh. See Robinson, iii. 144, and ‘‘ Later Researches,’’ 
p. 126. 

On this use of the genitive, see Glass. p. 250, and Meyer 
here. The article is often ne after prepositions. See Mid- 
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dleton here, p. 381. And A, B have the Article, which is re- 
ceived by Lachmann and Tischendorf. 

If St. Luke had meant Sychar, or any other city than the 
capital, he would probably have specified its name (see John 
iv. 5): wéAis, used by itself, frequently stands for unrpdéroAis. 
And from v. 14 it may also be inferred that wéA:s rijs Zapapelas 
here signifies the Capital. It is true that the Capital wus now 
commonly called 2eBacr}. But this name is never used in the 
New Testament; and St. Luke, writing for Hellenistic readers, 
would be disposed to preserve the name by which the City was 
known from the LXX, and which is also used by Josephus, Ant. 
xx. 6. 2. 

No reason can be assigned, why St. Luke should not bave 
specified the name Sychar, or Sychem, if that had been the City 
of which he is here speaking; whereas there are many causes why 
he should not have mentioned Sebasié, the name of the Capi- 
fal of Samaria. They may have visited Sichem also. For the 
city of Samaria stood at a short distance to the north of Sichem, 
NedwoAis, now Nablous, on which see above, vii. 16. 

7. é&hpxovroj So A, B, C, D, E, and other MSS. Elz. 
éifpxeto. But the plural number seems to be studiously ased 
in these cases in order to show the personal plurality of the Evil 
Spirits. Cp. on Mark ix. 20. 26. 

— saparerAupévo:] This word is never used for paralytic by 
St. Matthew or St. Mark, who use the word wapadutixds ten 
times (Matt. iv. 24; viii. 6; ix. 2.6. Mark ii. 3, 4, 5. 9, 10). 

But it is ueed in St. Luke’s Gospel (v. 18. 24), where the 
word wapaAurixds does not occur; and it is used twice in the 
Acts (here, and ix. 33), where the word wapaAdutixds does not 
occur. And thus we have a double coincidence between the Acis 
of the Apostles and the Gospel of St. Luke. 

9. Suey] Simon Magus, characterized by ancient Christian 
writers, as the first heresiarch. See Justin M. Apol. i. 26. Iren. 
i. 23, and his scholar S. Hippolytus in Pref. beer. lib. vi., who 
refers to this history in the Acts, p. 161 and p. 176. Tertullian, 
Preescr. c. 40. S. Cyril. Hierosol. p. 95, 96, rdons alpévews 
ebperfs. Cp. Euseb. ii. 1; ii. 13. Ambrose, Hexatm. v. 8. 
Epiphan. xxi. 1. Tvllemont, Mémoires Eccl. ii. p.16. Burton, 
Lectures, pp. 74—82. 204. Evans, Biog. Early Church, p. 140; 
and below on 2 Pet. i. 16. 

— éorewy] On this form of the Verb, see Winer, § 14, p. 72. 

— Ad¢ywv elvas, «.7.A.] Tren. ii. 2, “Simone mago primo 
dicente semetipsum esee super omnia Deum.’”’ While Philip 
preached Christ, Simon vaunted Aimseifas God. 

This is not the place for discussing the question concerning 
Justin Martyr’s (Apol. i. 26 and i. 56) account of the Statue, 
“Simoni Deo Sancio,’”’ at Rome. Cp. Jren. i. 23.1. Tertul- 
lian, Apol. 13. Clem. Recog. ii. c. 9. Cyril, Catech. vi. It has 
generally been supposed in modern times that Justin was de- 
ceived by the inscription of a stone in honour of the Sabine deit 
Semo Sancus. See O/to’s note, p. 192. Winer, R. W. B. ii. 
p. 238. On the other side, Zhirléy, Braun, Maran, and Fog- 
gini, and more lately, Windischmann (Vind. Petr. p. 78), have 
endeavoured to vindicate Justin’s statement. See also Dr. Bur- 
ton’s Lectures, p. 232, Professor Norton’s Essay on the subject, 
and Dr. Kitto's Illustrations of the Acts, pp. 84 —7. 

It has been thought by some, that Simon Magus is the per- 


son mentioned by Josephus (Ant. xx. 7. 2) as Zfuwva, *lovdaiov, 
Kiwptoy 8¢ -yévos, ud-yov elva: cxnwrdéuevor, who was employed by 
Felix to decoy Drusilla from her husband Azizus that she might 
marry him. Neander (Gesch. u. Pfianz. i. 87) deems it probable. 

10. 4 xadroupévn peydAn}] So A, B, C, D, E, and other MSS. 
Elz. omits xaAouudyn, which however has a special force. This 
man is that mighty power of God which is so called in the Word 
of God. Cp. Aug. in Heeres. 1, who says that Simon called him. 
self the Messiah; and Theodoret, de fabulis heretic. c. i. Indeed 
he seems to have claimed to himself the names of the three 
persons of the Trinity. See Jren. i. 23, who says, ‘“‘ Hic A multis 
quasi Deus glorificatus est, et docuit semetipsum esse qui inter 
Judgos quasi Filius apparuerit, in Samarid autem quasi Pater 
descenderit, in reliquis verd Gentibus quasi Spiritus Sanctus ad- 
ventaverit. Esse autem se sublimissimam virtutem (Thy peydAny 
3évauiv), hoc est eum qui sit super omnia Pater; et sustinere vo- 
cari se quodcunque eum vocant homines " (3¢vayiw—nxadrounérny). 
The original Greek of Jreneus may be partly restored in this 
passage from the newly discovered work of his scholar S. Hip- 
polytus, Refutat. Her. p. 175, ed. Miller. 

Thus we see that even the father of Heresy bears witness to 
the doctrine of the Tyinily. 

The impious assertions of Simon Magus, the Father of the 
Gnostic heretics, appear to have been in St. Peter’s mind when 
he wrote his Second Epistle. See 2 Pet. i. 16—18. 

Il. 3a +rd—€feoraxéva:] because they had been bewitched. 
‘“‘ Intransitive’’ (Briider). The Vulgate has an active sense, 
“‘quia dementisset eos,” which is followed in the English 
Version. 

13. éxiorevoe] he made a public profession of faith, and be- 
came one of the members of the visible Church, who were called 
miorof, On this sense of micredw, see Acts ii. 44; iv. 32; and 
on Rom. xiv. 2. 8re éwiorevoauev: of &y:0: designate the mem- 
bers of the Church generally, Acts ix. 32. 41, and cp. of cw(dueves, 
ii. 47. 

— éticraro] he who had himself been éf:orav rd EOvos, v. 9.. 

14. xpds abrots] to them at Samaria, the city. 

— Mérpov xa) Iwdyyny] Peter and John. On the continuance 
of the Apostles at Jerusalem after the Ascension, see above on 
i. 4; viii. 1. As to St. Jobn particularly, see Blunt, Lectures, 
p- 86, who observes, that though Asia Minor was his ultimate 
destination, there is no evidence of his having been there during 
the life (qu. visits) of St. Paul; and wherever he is mentioned in 
the Acts it is in connexion with Palestine. 

15—18. ofrives] who went down and prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Ghost. For as yet He had fallen 
upon none Of them; but only they had been baptized into the 
Name of the Lord Jesus. Then they were laying their hands 
upon them, and they were receiving the Holy Ghost. The im- 
perfect tense here used (‘‘ were laying on,” ‘‘ were receiving ’’) 
shows the repetition of the act in the several cases of the be- 
lievers who had been baptized. The Apostles sent Peter and 
John from Jerusalem to Samaria, in order to do what Philip the 
Deacon, who was there, could not do, and what Paul the Apostle 
afterwards did (see xix. 6), i. to give to those who had been 
baptized, the full outpouring of the Holy Ghost by laying on of 
Apostolic hands. 
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The going down of Peter and John to the city of Samaria, in 
order to receive its inhabitants who had been baptized, into full 
communion with the spiritual Israel of God’s Church in Christ, is 
an event full of interest when considered with reference to the 
history of the Old Testament concerning that region. 

As was observed above (vii. 16), Sychem or Shechem, in 
‘Samaria, was the first place in Canaan where God appeared to 
Abraham when he came from Haran, and there he built his first 
altar to the Lord. It was also the first place to which Jacob 
went, on his coming from Padan Aram, with his children the 
Patriarchs ; and there also he built the altar El-Elohe-Ierael. 
(Gen. xxxiii. 20.) There it was, that éwo of the twelve Patriarchs, 
Simeon and Levi, in cruelty and subtlety, constrained the in- 
habitants to communion with the literal Israel by Circumcision. 
(Gen. xxxiv. 15—30.) 

But now, after that the Holy Ghost has been poured out 
from heaven upon the Church,—fwo of the Twelve Apostolic 
Patriarchs of the spiritual Ierael,— Peter and John,—go down 
to the same region,—perhaps also to the same city,—and receive 
its inhabitants into full communion with the true children of 
Abraham, or Israel of God, the Christian Church, by the spiri- 
twal Circumcision of the heart, i.e. by the Gift of the Holy 
Ghost. 

The names of the two Apostles so employed deserve notice. 
Simeon and Levi had been the Ministers of Wrath; Peter and 
John are the Ministers of Grace. Peter’s name was Simeon 
(Acts xv. 14); and John, as joined (Gen. xxix. 34) constantly to 
him (see on John xviii. 15, 16. Acts iii. 1), was well typified by 
array brother, by both parents, of Simeon (Gen. xxix. 33, 34; 
xlix. 5). 

We may observe also, that the gracious work of the Spirit on 
the hearts of the Apostles themselves, and through them on the 
Church, is made more significant by the contrast of the former 
conduct of two of the Apostles in this region. Before they had 
been baptized with “the Holy Ghost and with fire,’”’ the two bre- 
thren, James and John, even when in the company of Christ upon 
earth, had been eager to call down fire from heaven and destroy the 
village of the Samaritans, which would not receive them. (Luke 
ix. 64.) They had been ready to do the vindictive work of Simeon 
and Levi. But now that they have been baptized with fire, the 
two Apostolic brethren, Peter and John, call down from heaven 
on the Samaritans the pure and holy flame of zeal and love. 
Such was the change wrought by the Holy Ghost, poured down 
from heaven by Christ, now ascended into heaven, and there sit- 
ting in glory. 

To the authorities cited above concerning this administration 
of the Rite of Confirmation (on v. 5), may be added what is said 
by 8. Jerome, a Presbyter, and one not over eager to exalt the 
rights of the Episcopate: ‘‘ Are you ignorant that this is the 
custom of our Churches, that hands are laid on those who are 
baptized, and the Holy Spirit invoked over them? Do you 
inquire where this is written? It is in the Acts of the Apostles” 
(ad Lucifer. c. 4, p. 294). ‘‘ This is the usage of our Churches. 
The Bishop goes forth (excurrit) and makes a tour in order to 
lay his hands and to invoke the Holy Spirit on those who in 
smaller towns have been baptized by our Priests and Deacons ”’ 
(idid.). And S. Cyprian (Epist. 73), ‘‘ They who are baptized 
are brought to the Chief Pastors of the Church, that by our 
prayer (Cyprian being a bishop) and the laying on of hands they 
may receive the Holy Ghost, and be completed by the seal of 
Christ ;’” and before him, Tertullian, a presbyter, de Bapt. c. 8, 
and Augustine (de Trin. xv. 26), ‘‘ Ecclesia in Preepositis suis 
nunc servat morem, quem habebant Apostoli, oratione et manuum 
impositione tribuendi Spiritum Sanctum ;” and Theophyl. says, 
‘“« After Baptism the Holy Spirit is given by laying on of hands; 
and this order is observed to our day:” this was written in the 
eleventh century. 

Here is the answer to the question sometimes put now, as 
indeed it was of old, ‘‘ What profit is there to me from the Mi- 
nistry of Conjirmation, after the Sacrament of Baptism?’ The 
Holy Spirit (says Eusebius Emisenus, or perhaps Salvian, see 
Hammond, iv. 895) which descends on the waters of Baptism with 
healing on His Wings (salutifero illapsu) gives, at the baptismal 
font, complete remission of sins. And in Confirmation He sup- 
plies grace, for growth in holiness. In Baptism we are regenerated 
unto life; in Confirmation we are invigorated for life’s warfare. 
Baptism suffices for those who are called away by God in tender 
years; Confirmation arms and equips the young soldier (who has 
been enlisted in Baptism under Christ’s banner) to fight a good 
fight in the conflicts of this world. 

It appears from v. 16 that the Holy Ghost had not visibly 


Jatien upon any of the converts before the Apostles had laid their 

upon them. That is, the full effusion of the Holy Ghost, 
with its then visible manifestations of tongues and other signs, 
had not been vouchsafed to them. As S. Aug. says (in Joann. 
Tract. vi.), ‘‘ Nondum acceperant Spiritum Sanctum, sicut tunc 
descendebat ad ostendendam significationem gentium crediturarum, 
ut linguis loquerentur.” 

The reasons of this seem to be, to show the need of union 
with the Apostles, and to secure due respect to their persons and 
office; and to assure the Church, in all ages, of the reality of the 
inward grace ministered to all worthy recipients of Confirmation. 

Hence Confirmation was called the Consummating Unction, 
xplois reAciwrixh, as completing Baptism. See Bp. Taylor's 
Dissertation with that title, Works, xi. 215. As S. Ambrose 
teaches (de Sacram. iii. 2): ‘“‘ Post fontem (baptismi) superest ut 
perfectio fiat, quando ad invocationem sacerdotis Spiritus Sanctus 
infunditur.”’” And as Hooker says (V. Ixvi.), ‘It confirms and 
perfects that which the grace of the Spirit has already begun in 
Baptism ;’’ and cp. Hammond's Treatise ‘‘de Confirmatione,”’ 
Works, iv. 851. Bp. Pearson, Lectures in Acta, v. 6; and 
Dr. Comber, Companion to the Temple, iii. p. 451. Bingham, 
Antiq., bk. xii. here. Blunt, Lectures, p. 40; and see also Calvin 
here, ‘in whose opinion,” says R. Nelson, ‘this passage in the 
Acts shows that Confirmation was instituted by the Apostles;” and 
see the valuable Manual entitled “‘ Carecnesis,”’ by the Bishop 
of St. Andrew’s, Lond. 1857, and the remarks made and autho- 
rities quoted in an excellent Essay by the late Rev. John Frere, 
M.A., Rector of Cottenham. Lond. 1845. 

In another important respect Confirmation is the consum- 
mation of Baptism,—not from any defect in Baptism itself, but 
from the circumstances of persons who have been baptized ; 

In primitive times, from the nature of the case, the majority 
of those who were baptized were Adulis. But now that Chris- 
tianity has been long preached in the world, they who are bap- 
tized are, for the most part, Infanis. ‘‘The astipulation of a 
good conscience is an essential part of Baptism ’’ (1 Pet. iii. 21). 
And “‘for all such as have been baptized in their Infancy the per- 
sonal resumption or ratification of that vow which they made by 
their sponsors at the sacred laver is to be exacted in the public 
congregation.”’? And this is done at Confirmation. (Dr. Jackson 
on the Creed, bk. x. ch. 1. vol. ix. p. 548.) And they who boldly 
confess Christ with their lips and lives on earth, will be confessed 
by Him at the Great Day. Matt. x. 32. Luke xii. 8. 

The Church of England has declared her mind in this matter 
in her Office for Baptism. ‘ Ye are to take care, that this child 
be brought to the Bishop to be confirmed by him,” &c. 

And in her Office for ConrramaTIon — 

““ Then the Bishop shall say: 

. ..». Almighty and everlasting God... we make our 
humble supplication unto Thee for these thy servants, upon 
whom after the example of thy Holy Apostles we have now 
laid our hands... .” 

Also, in her sixtieth Canon of 1603, the Church of England 
says, that “it hath been a solemn, ancient, and laudable custom 
in the Church of God, continued from the Aposties’ times, that 
all Bishops should lay their hands upon children baptized and 
instructed in the Catechism of Christian Religion, praying over 
them and blessing them,—which we commonly call Confirma- 
tion.” 

It has indeed been alleged by some, that the Church of 
England says only that Confirmation is administered after the 
example of the Apostles, and not by reason of any direct precepé 
of the Apostles, or any institution of any perpetual ordinance by 
them 


But on this it is to be observed, that in such cases as these 
example is equivalent to precept. 

What was done by the Apostles in this matter, and what the 
Holy Ghost himself here records in Holy Scripture as having 
been done by them, was not done by them of their own mind, 
but by the will of God. It was done dy Him, through them. 
And He showed that it was His act, by visible outpourings of the 
Holy Ghost on those persons for whom the Apostles prayed, and 
ou whom they laid their hands. Simon Magus savw, that through 
the laying on of the Apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given. 
(Acts viii. 18.) The persons on whom the Apostle St. Paul laid 
his hands, spake with tongues and prophesied. (Acts xix. 6.) 

By these oufward manifestations in the first age of the 
Church, Almighty God set His own seal on this practice of the 
Apostles ; who, being taught of God, exercised this ministry as 
the proper means for the conveyance of an inward gift, called in 
Holy Scripture the Gift of the Holy Ghost, to the souls of bap- 
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tized persons. Thus Almighty God commended this practice to 
the permanent use of all future generations, and made it odli- 
gatory on Christians to receive and maintain it. 

God's gifts are without repentance. (Rom. xi. 29.) That 
is, whatever means He has once bestowed for the attainment of 
necessary ends, are never withdrawn by Him. He never revokes 
what He has once given for our growth in spiritual grace here, 
and for our attainment of heavenly glory hereafter. And what- 
soever is offered by Him for such ends is to be thankfully used 
by us. See note on John xili. 14. 

The gift of the Holy Ghost is a gift of thie kind. It is as 
much required noto, as it was in the age of the Holy Apostles. 
Man’s ghostly enemies are still the same as they were then. His 
needs of ghostly helps against them, are, therefore, as great now 
as they were then. Man is the same. Heaven is the same. Hell 
is the same. The Holy Ghost is the same. His love is the same, 
and His gifts remain the same; and they have the same purpose 
and power, to enable men to escape Hell, and to reach Heaven. 

Accordingly, we find that our Lord Himself describes the 
promised gift of the Holy Ghost as a gift in perpetuity. I will 
pray the Father, He says, and He shail give you another Com- 
Sorter, that He may abide with you for ever. (Jobn xiv. 16.) 

The Apostles, being taught by God, and being guided by 
Him into ali Truth, used certain means for the conveyance of 
spiritual grace to those who had been baptized; and that God 
sanctioned that Apostolic practice by visible marks of His own 
approval and favour. 

These means were Prayer and Laying-on of Hands. These 
means are reckoned by the Holy Spirit, speaking in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, as among the first principles of the Doctrine of 
Christ (Heb. vi. 2), where the doctrine of Laying-on of Hands is 
joined with the doctrine of Baptism. 

We know, from the testimony of ancient Christian writers, 
that the chief Pastors, or Bishops of the Church, who had been 
appointed by the Apostles as their successors, and who best knew 
the mind of the Apostles, used these same means, and prayed 
and laid their hands on those who had been baptized, ds the Holy 
Apostles had done before them ; and that the primitive Christian 
Bishops did this for the same purpose as the Apostles had done, 
namely, for the conveyance of the gift of the Holy Ghost. to those 
who had been baptized, and on whom they laid their hands with 
ba i We find that the earliest Christian Churches, planted 

y the Apostles, used these means; and that this Apostolic prac- 
tice was called by them ConrirmaTIoNn, because in it they who 
have been baptized are confirmed and strengthened by the Holy 
Ghost the Comforter. These means have been ever used by the 
Church of Christ Universal, to which He has promised His per- 
petual presence (Matt. xxviii. 20), and the continual guidance of 
His Spirit, and which is the Church of the Living God, the Pillar 
and Ground of the Truth (1 Tim. iii. 15). We find also that 
these means have been mercifully preserved to us, by God’s good- 
hess, in our own Church, which, at every Baptism administered 
by ber to Infants, commands that the child then baptized shall 
‘‘be brought t> the Bishop, to be confirmed by him,’’ so soon as 
it has been duly catechised; and she declares, in her office for 
Confirmation, that the Laying-on of Hands of the Bishop on 
those who have been baptized, is an act done by him “after the 
example of the Holy Apostles.”’ 


We may therefore conclude; that Almighty God, Who is 
the Author and Giver of all Grace, and without Whom we can do 
nothing that is pleasing in His sight, vouchsafes to bestow on 
those who have been baptized the gift of the Holy Ghost, by the 
appointed means of Prayer, and of the Laying-on of Hands of 
the successors of the Holy Apostles, who were inspired by the 
Holy Ghost, and who employed these means, and delivered them 
to be used by those who came after them, even to the end. What 
was thus done by the Holy Apostles under the guidance and in- 
spiration of the Holy Ghost, was done by the Holy Ghost, Who 
guided and inspired them. And whensoever the Holy Ghost 
vouchsafes to appoint and employ certain means for bestowing 
His own gifts, we have no right to expect to receive those gifts 
from Him, unless we conform ourselves to His will, and use 
those means, which He has been pleased to institute for their 


bestowal. To neglect those means, is to grieve the Holy Spirit, 
who works by them. It is to despise and disobey Christ, who 
sent the Holy Ghost to feach His Apostles ali things, and to 
guide them into all truth, and to abide with them for ever ; and 
who said to His Apostles, He that receiveth you receiveth Me, 
and he that receiveth Me receiveth Him that sent Me (Matt. x. 
40), and whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, 
when you depart out of that house or city shake off the dust of 
your feet. Verily, I say unto you, it shall be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the Day of Judgment than 
Sor that city (Matt. x. 14, 15). On the other hand, if we receive 
those means thankfully and reverently, we receive Christ, who 
promised to be ever with His Apostles even unio the end of the 
world. We receive the Holy Ghost the Comforter, who guided 
the Apostles to use those means for the bestowal of His own 
blessed gift to the Christian soul, for its growth in grace here, and 
for its everlasting glory hereafter. 

Richard Hooker's lamentations for the insufficient admi- 
nistration of Confirmation in his own day (see Eccl. Pol. V. lxvi. 8) . 
might be reiterated with s hundred-fold force in the present 
times, when, from the inadequate number of Bishops, an im- 
mense majority of the population grow up without ever receiving 
the completion of their baptismal privileges, by the reception of 
Confirmation, and the subsequent graces of the Holy Spirit given 
in the Lord’s Supper, and, consequently, are never broaght into 
full communion with the Church; and though they may have 
been baptized by her, yet, being never made fully partakers of her 
privileges, they fall away into indifference or unbelief, or are ar- 
rayed in hostility against her. 

It seems as if Confirmation, being restricted in its adminis- 
tration to those who are successors of the Apostles, were designed 
by Divine Providence to serve the important purpose of maintain- 
ing a vital principle of Church Unity, by bringing all the children 
of God in a Diocese, as members of one spiritual household, to 
receive the benediction of their Spiritual Father in God; thus re- 
minding them of their filial adoption in Christ the Son of God 
into the family of One heavenly Father; and of the gracious over- 
shadowing of the One Spirit of Unity—the Divine Dove—whose 
invisible wings are spread over them, and shed grace from heaven 
upon them. 

It also seems as if this restriction of Confirmation to the 
Episcopal office were divinely ordered, in order to show more 
clearly the necessity of elasticity and expansion of Episcopacy, in 
proportion to the growth of the population of a country, and so to 
ensure (short of absolute compulsion) those other blessings which 
flow from the Holy Spirit on the Church through the ministrations 
of a pious, learned, zealous, and faithful Episcopate. 

15. AdBoor Mvedpa E&ytov] Cp. v. 17, éAduBavor Iv. &y., and 
our Lord’s own words, John xx. 22, AdSere Iveipa dytov. 

18. i8ay 5 Slur, Sri—Bl8ora:] isev, A, B, C, D, E. Els. 
Ocacduevos. But when Simon saw that the Holy Ghost is being 
given; it is observable, that, whereas miraculous powers were 
exercised by the Deacons, and other disciples, yet it does not 
appear that ‘hey had the power “to derive or communicale them 
to other men,” as Hooker remarks, V. xvi. 

‘¢ Simon Magus,"’ says Hooker (V. lxvi. 2), “ perceiving that 
power to bein none but the Apostles, and presuming that they 
which had it could sell it, sought to purchase it of them with 
money.”’ Thus even Simon himself, the arch-heretic, supplies a 
strong argument for the reality of the Divine Grace dispensed by 
prayer and laying on of Apostolic hands. He would never have 
offered to give money for what did not exiaf. ; 

On the sin of Simony hence deriving its name, see the 
authorities in Bingham, Antiq. xvi., and Dupin on the Study of 
Theology, p. 469. 

It has been supposed by some that Simon himself had been 
confirmed by the Apostles, but this is not probable. 

On the covetousness of the Gnostic Teachers, the foilowers 
of Simon, see St. Peter’s own testimony, 2 Pet. ii. 

20. TMerpos 3¢ elwe—arac8a] But Peter said unto him, Thy 
money perish with thee because thou thouyhiest to purchase the 
gift of God by money. A remarkable proof of St. Peter's honesty, 
courage, and disinterestedness. 

Simon Peter would not receive any thing from Simon Magus 
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sation of a spiritual gift—although at that time the 
Church subsisted on alms (see iv. 35). He claimed no merit to 
himself for the power which he was enabled to use. It was the 
gift of God. He boldly rebuked Simon, who was adored by the 
people of Samaria. And Simon Magus, who had bewitched the 
people, feels Simon Peter’s power, and submits to it, acknow- 
ledges his-propbetic gifts, and craves his prayers (v. 24). 

22. peravyénoov—nxal sefOnri—el Epa apebfoerai] Repent 
therefore from this thine iniquity, and pray to the Lord, if 
haply the thought of thine heart shall be forgiven thee. A strong 


1) Against all Donatistic iteration of Baptism. 

2) Against all Novatian denials of Pardon for deadly sin 
after Baptism. See the Expositors of Article XVI. of the Church 
of England. 

(3) For the reality of Divine Grace in Baptism, which 
though dormant in a Simon Magus, in a death-like sleep of sin, 
may be awakened, and be made available by Repentance and 
Prayer, for salvation not to be repented of ; 

(4) And consequently for the possibility and duty of Prayer 
and Repentance, on the part of baptized persons after falling into 
deadly sin. See XXXIX Articles, Art. xvi. 

S. Augustine has some excellent remarks on the case of 
Simon (in Joann. Tract. vi.), ‘Cui dicit hec Petrus? Utique 
baptizato. Jam baptisma habebat; sed Columba visceribus non 
herebat. Baptisma illi quid proderat? Noli ergo de Baptismo 
gloriari, quasi ex ipso salus tibi sufficiat. Noli irasci; depone 
fel, veni ad Columbam .. . habeto humilitatem, charitatem, 
pacem ; habeto bonum quod nondum habes, ut prosit tibi bonum 
quod habes—veni ad Columbam (i.e. ad Ecclesie unitatem), hic 
tibi proderit quod foris non solum non proderat, sed etiam 
oberat.”’ 

— od Kuplov] So A, B, C, D, E, and others. Elz. rot 
@cov. Cf. v. 24. 

23. eis xoAfy] Something more than é¢vy xoA7. Thou who hast 
been baptized into Christ (els Xpiordv), hast plunged thyself into 
the gall of bitterness. Cp. v. 40. 

25. umdorpepoy] they were returning. So A, B, D. Elz. 
irdorpepay. 

— Zapaperay] of the Samaritans. A fulfilment of our Lord’s 
prophecy, who had seen there in His divine prescience ‘‘ many 
fields white unto harvest” (John iv. 35). Cp. Acts i. 8. 

— xépas} villages. See on Matt. ix. 35. On this word is an 
interesting Homily of S. Chrysostom here, exhorting Landowners 
to build and endow Churches and Chapels on their estates—a 
counsel very seasonable for these and all times. 

— ebyyyeAl(ovro] they were evangelizing in their way. As to 
the accusative, see xiv. 2]; xvi. 10. SoA, B, C, D, E.—Eiz. 
ebryyeAlcayro. 

They (Peter and John) were evangelizing many villages of 
the Samaritans; perhaps, among these, was ¢haé village on which 
John had once desired to call down fire from heaven. (Luke ix. 
52.) But the Holy Ghost, sent down from heaven with a baptism 
of fire, had changed his heart, and warmed it with love. 

26. day] Gaza, Hebr. my, a fortress, the Hebrew » being 
changed into the Greek +. Gen. x. 19. Josh. xiii. 3. 1 Sam. vi. 17. 
An old Canaanitish fortified town of Philistia, celebrated in the 
history of Samson; situated on a hill twenty stadia from the sea, 
stormed and plundered by Alexander the Great (Plutarch, Alex. 
25. Q. Curt. iv. 6), and dismantled by the Jewish Prince Alex- 
ander Jannseus, B.c. 96 (see Joseph. Ant. xiii. 13. 3), but not 
long afterwards restored by Gabinius (Joseph. xiv. 5.3). Fora 
description, see Robinson, ii. 375—384. 

In the sending forth of the Gospel toward Gaza, celebrated 


for the dis 


in Philietian History, and in the conversion of the chamberlain 
of Ethiopia, we may recognize an intimation and earnest of 
the fulfilment of the Prophecy concerning Christ (Ps. lxxxvii. 4), 
** Behold Philistia, with Tyre and Eéhiopia, there shall He be 
born,”’ and Pa. lx. 8, “ Phtlistia, be thou glad of Me,’’ and cviii. 
9, “Over Philistia will I triumph,’’ and Ixviii. 31, “ Ethiopia 
shal] stretch out her hande unto God.” 

The incidents in the Acts of the Apostles are, for the most 
part, prophetical as well as historical; they show what has been, 
and is; and in the past and present they give a pledge of the 
future progress and triumphs of Christianity. 

— abry dori Epnuos] this is desert. These words are regarded 
by many as a parenthesis of St. Luke, distinguishing it as the 
old City, ruined by Alexander, from the other Gaza. See A La- 
pide, Wetstein, Rosenm., and others ; 

But this does not seem to be a correct view. 

The site of the new City was near that of the old one. The 
same roads led to them both; and what did Philip do there? 
Nothing. He did not meet the Eunuch at Gaza,—new or old,— 
but in the wilderness. See also on v. 36 and v. 40, whence it 
appears that Philip did not ever arrive at Gaza. 

The meaning seems to be this ; 

Philip had been very successful in preaching in a populous 
metropolitan City to vast multitudes (see v. 6). God would now 
try his faith, and show His own Divine power, and present an 
example in him to other Preachers of the Gospel. He would 
also reward the devout Ethiopian, who could little expect to meet 
a preacher in the wilderness ; 

The address of the Angel to St. Philip may be therefore 
paraphrased thus ;— Quit the City of Samaria, but do not go to 
the north, to populous Galilee, where thou mightest make many 
converts; nor yet to Jerusalem, but beyond it, to the very 
extremity of Palestine. Go along the road which leads to Gaza,— 
which is desert; Almighty God has something for thee to do 
there. He can enable thee to dd the work of an Evangelist, 
not only in the city of Samaria, but in the wilderness of Phi- 
listia. 

This was a speech something like our Lord’s question to 
the Apostle Philip in the wilderness (dv ri epnulg), ‘*‘ Whence 
shall we buy bread for these that they may eat?” (Matt. xiv. 15. 
John vi. 5.) 

It may also be compared to His command to the Apostles, 
to cast in their net for a draught, in a place in the sea where they 
had toiled all night, and caught nothing. (Luke v. 5. John 
xxi. 6. 

Bas still the command of the Lord to Philip was,—“‘ Go 
along the road to Gaza, to the southern extremity of Palestine, 
the wilderness.’’ And he arose and went. And there, in the 
wilderness, he saw a chariot, and was commanded by the Spirit 
to join himeelf to it; he ran and overtook it, he fed the soul of 
the Ethiopian Courtier with the bread of life; he caught, if we 
may venture so to speak (see John xxi. 11), this ‘ great Fish’ in 
the Net of the Gospel, even in the wilderness. He baptized 
him; and perhaps by means of the example and influence of 
this great Courtier, the Morians’ land soon stretched forth her 
hands unto God (Ps. Ixviii. 31. Cf. Zeph. iii. 10). And thus 
even in Philip the Evangelist was the prophecy fulfilled, ‘‘ The 
voice of him that crieth in the Wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make straight in the deseré a highway for our God.” 
Isa. xl. 3. 

As to the word l&pnyuos, it ia generally considered as an 
adjective here; and if so, it is to be connected with d3és. And so 
the Arabic and Syriac Versions, and Lightfoot here, and Winer 
(Gr. Gr. pp. 108. 142), and Robinson (ii. p. 380), who says that it 
indicates the southern road, leading from Eleutheropolis to Gaza, 
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through the desert, or region without villages; as is the case at 
the present day. 

The sense then would be: Go along that road which is de- 
serted, and where therefore you may not expect to meet any one. 
But still, Go. 

Or, abrn éorly Epnuos may mean, ‘ that region is unin- 
habited,’ an %pnuos: wheré you may expect to find no one; but 
here is the force of the command, here is the trial of your faith. 
Go and see. And it may be observed that the word fpnyos 
occurs eight other times in the Acta of the Apostles, and in seven 
of these (vii. 30. 36. 38. 42. 44; xiii. 18; xxi. 38) it is a sub- 
stantive. In one only (i. 20, a quotation from the LXX) it is an 
adjective. 

It does not seem therefore that the words afrn éorly Epnuos 
are a parenthesis inserted by St. Luke; but they are words of the 
Angel to St. Philip; and their meaning is either, ‘this road is 
desert,”’ or, ‘this is a wilderness.” 

On this sending of St. Philip, see below, ix. 6. 

27. ebvotxos] rendered by some here a Chamberlain or Cour- 
tier. See on Matt. xix. 12. 

It mast however be observed, that a strong reason in favour 
of the literal translation of the word (as adopted in the English 
Version) may be derived from the promise in Isaiah lvi. 3—8. 
And it may have been a part of St. Luke’s design, in this narra- 
tive, to show that ‘hat promise was fulfilled in the Christian 
Church, as described by St. Paul, Gal. iii. 28. 

Besides; the case of this ebvovxos may be compared with 
that of the faithfal and merciful Eéed-melech, also an Ethiopian 
and an Eunuch, who is contrasted with the rebel King and 
Courtiers of Judah—as the faithful Ethiopian here is contrasted 
with the obdurate Rulers of Jerusalem—and who received a special 
promise and blessing from God (Jeremiah xxxviii. 7—13; xxxix. 
16—18. Cp. Baumgarten, i. p. 205). 

Indeed this history of the Ethiopian, and that which soon 
follows, of Cornelius the first-fruits of the Gentile world, derive 
additional interest from the consideration that in them may be 
recognized a fulfilment of ancient Prophecies, particularly in that 
chapter of Isaiah (lvi. 3) which speaks of the extension of the 
blessings of God’s Covenant in Christ— 

(1) to the “ Eunuehs that keep His Sabbaths and choose 
the things that please Him,” and in them to all who are alone 
and childless in this world, and yet are made members of the 
household of God in Christ, and so receive ‘a place and a name 
better than of sons and daughters;’’ and 

(2) to the “ Sons of the Stranger ” (such as Cornelius), who 
were once afar off and aliens from God, but are now made near in 
Christ, and are brought to His Holy Mountain, and “ made joyful 
in His House of Prayer, which shall be for ‘all people.’” See 
Isaiah lvi. 4—7. 

It may be here suggested for the reader’s consideration 
whether these Chapters (viii—x.) of the Acts of the Apostles 
do not also display the fulfilment of another Prophecy concern- 
ing the Evangelical Conquests of Christ (viz. Psalm cviii. 7). 
Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens (v. 5), i.e. by the 
Ascension. God hath spoken in His Holiness, I will rejoice and 
divide Shechem, or Sychem—fulfilled in the Evangelization of 
Samarta—perhaps Sychem itself. The triumphs of the Gospel 
in that region and in Galilee, mentioned in the Acts of the 
Apostles (ix. 31), seem to be predicted by the words of that Psalm 
(v. 8), ‘‘ Manasseh is mine, Ephraim also is the strength of my 
head ;”’ and Christ triumphed over Philistia by the preaching of 
Philip in the road to Gaza and at Azotus, and of Peter at Joppa. 


Perhaps also the promise of the conquest over Edom (which was 
a name for the enemies of God’s Church, and is especially applied 
by the Rabbis to Rome) may have been begun to be fulfilled by 
the reception of the Roman soldier Cornelius, the representative 
of the heathen and Roman world, into the Christian Church. 
Doubtless also it had a literal fulfilment in the Victories of the 
Gospel in Idumeea. 

The gracious consequences of the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, in the propagation of the Gospel, are prophetically declared 
in Psalm ixviii. 7—31. Inv. 7 the description of the giving of 
the Law on Sinai is immediately followed by that of the promul- 
gation of the Gospel at Sion, and its fruits are foreshown. See 
particularly v. 27 of that Psalm, perhaps in reference to the Con- 
version of St. Paul, and v. 31, to the baptism of the Ethiopian. 

Indeed the History of the Acts of the Apostles is an Inspired 
Comment on the language of the Psalms and of the Prophets. 

— Kav8dens] Candace. The common title of Queens of 
Meroé. Cp. Strabo, xvii. p. 820. Plin. N. H. vi. 35. West. 
p- 507. Biscoe, p. 69. 

— yd¢ns] He who was over all the earthly yd(a of a Queen 
finds heavenly treasure in the desert road from Jerusalem to 
Gaza. And why? Because he had left his earthly Treasury to 
go up to the Temple to worship, and was seeking for goodly trea- 
sure in the field of the written Word. Cp. Matt. xiii. 44. Is 
this an unmeaning psronomasia? See v. 30. 

— spocxuyfowy] to worship. He was therefore a proselyte, 
not a Gentile. The first-fruits of the Heathen world was Corne- 
lius. See x. 1. 

28. dveylvacxer] he was reading, and reading aloud ; Statesman 
and Courtier as he was. A celebrated passage, often cited hy the 
Fathers, as showing the blessed fruits of reading the Scriptures. 
See S. Chrys. here, and hom. 35 in Gen. S. Jerome, Epist. 103, 
ad Paulin. A lesson to travellers. ‘‘ Legendum, audiendum, 

contandum, etiam in itinere, etiamsi parum intelligis (vide v. 
34) Habenti datur.’’ (Bengel.) 

30. ywdoxes & dvayivdoxeis] On similar paronomasias, see 
Luke xxi. 11, and 2 Cor. iii. 2, yiwwonxouérn xal dvayiveornopéyn, 
2 Thess. iii. 11. 

It seems probable from this verbal parallelism, that Philip 
spoke in Greek; and that the Eunuch was reading Isaiah in the 
Septuagint version made in Egypt. 

Vaick. compares the celebrated paronomasia of Julian the 
Apostate,—dvéyvwr, Eyrwy, xaréyvev, and the courageous reply 
of the Christian Bishop to him, dyéyvws, AAA’ obx Eyvas: el yap 
tyvws, obx dy xaréyvws, and Wetstein cites Cato’s saying, “ Le- 
gere et non intelligere nec legere (negligere) est."’ 

32. 7) wepioxf] the passage,—xwploy or tréxos. See Wetet. 
and Valck. Cp. 1 Pet. ii. 6, wepsdxer dv rH ypapf. 

— és xpéBaror—abrév] Isa. lili. 7, 8. From the LXX 
Version. 

Here éy ry rawewdce: % xpicis abrot %p0n represents 
the Hebrew np) wpcrgg: yi, i. e. He was taken from oppression 
and judgment; and it seems the LXX means to say that by his 
humiltation his condemnation was taken away, i.e. He was 
Justified: and thus the words are a paraphrase of the original, 
and mean that “He was made perfect through (as well as from) 
sufferings,’ and was exalted not only from his humiliation, but 
because ‘‘ He humbled Himself and became obedient to death”’ 
(Phil. ii. 8. Heb. ii. 10). 

83. rh» 88 -yevedy abrod, x. 7. A.) -yeved is rh, dor (whence 
Latin durus, duratio). Who shall declare Hie duration? i, e, 
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although He is cut off as man, yet He is the Eternal God. He is 
d&yeveaddynros &s Oeds. (Cicum.) 

Sr: alpera:] because His life is cut off from earth (see 
Daniel ix. 26), therefore He endures for ever in heaven ; that is, 
He as God-Man is exalted for ever by His temporary Humiliation 
on earth. See Phil. ii. 8. 

85. roy Incoty] Jesus. The Holy Spirit here records that 
the holy Evangelist St. Philip applied the Fifty-third Chapter of 
Isaiah to Jesus Christ. 

Hence it is clear (whatever may be alleged by some modern 
Critics to the contrary) that the Fifty-third Chapter of Isaiah has 
rightly been deemed by the Church to be a prophecy concerning 
Christ; and that the Criticism which propounds allegations in. 
consistent with such an exposition is entitled to little regard from 
those who believe in the Inspiration of the New Testament, and 
desire to be faithful members of Christ and of His Church. 

Compare the remarks of the Apostolic Father and Bishop 
Clemens Romanus, cap. 16, who applies this prophecy to Christ 
dying on the cross. 

36. 58wp] water. At Bethsor (say the Scholia on S. Jerome, 
loc. Hebr. p. 277) or Bethsoron, twenty miles S. of Jerusalem, 
and only two miles from Hebron. ‘Ibi,’ says Bede, p. 41, 
** mutavit Acthiops pellem suam, id est sorde peccatorum abluta 
de Javacro Jesu dealbatus ascendit.”” If so, Philip overtook the 
Ethiopian long before he came to Gaza; and this seems to be 
another reason why &pyuos cannot be connected with I'd(a in 
v. 26. 

— Barric6ijva:] to be baptized. A proof that Philip, in 
preaching Jesus, had preached the necessity of Baptism. How 
else would the Eunuch have asked to be baptized? Cp. Augus- 
tine, de Fide et Operibus, c. 9, who considers this case of the 
Ethiopian, and says, that by the Compendious expression (v. 35), 
“‘ Philip preached to him Jesus,’’ St. Luke implies that Philip 
preached “ not only what is to be believed concerning Christ, but 
what is to be done by those who are joined to the unity of the body 
of Christ ; and preached to him the main points of Christian Faith 
and Duty.” 

37. elwe—Xpiordy] This verse is not found in A, B, C, G, 
H, and in some ancient Versions, and has been omitted by most 
recent editors. Perhaps rightly: and it may be observed also 
that the words rdy "Incoty Xpiordy (as they stand in EZ/z.) are 
no where thus used by St. Luke in the Acts of the Apostles or 
the Gospel. 

But, on the other hand, the verse is found in substance in 
E, and in the Syriac, Vulg., Armenian, and Arabic versions, 
and in numerous cursive Manuscripts. And it appears to be at 
least as ancient as the age of Jreneus, who says, iii. 12, ‘* Hune 
ease Jesum, et impletam in Eo esse Scripturam, quemadmodum 
ipse Eunuchus credens et statim postulans baptizari dicebat Credo 
Filium Dei esse Jesum,”—omitting Xprordy, and it is cited by 
Cyprian. I have not therefore ventured to expunge the verse ; 
which is retained, in brackets, by Bornemann. 

38. ¢Bdericey aitéy] he baptized him. Philip was a married 
man, and only a Deacon, and was sent by the Angel to baptize 
the Ethiopian. ‘Let me be a Philip; be thou a minister of 
Candace. Say, ‘ Here is water, what hindereth me to be bap- 
tized?’ Seize the opportunity. Though an Ethiop in body, be 
thou pure in heart. And do not say, ‘ Let a Bishop baptize me ;’ 
or, if a Presbyter, let him be unmarried. Man looketh on the 
face, but God on the heart. Any Minister can cleanse you by 

Vou. I.—Paarr II. ' 


Baptism, if he is not alien from the Church. One Minister may 
be of gold, another of iron, but they are both like rings which 
have the seal of Christ ; let them stamp on thee, who art the wax, 
the image of the Great King. There may be a difference in the 
metal, but there is none in the seal.” S. Greg. Naz. ii. p. 711, 
an Oration to those who delay their Baptism. 

89. fiprace] caught up Philip. Cp. the case of Elijah, ] Kings 
xviii. 12. 2 Kings ii. 16. Ezekiel iii. 12, and of St. Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 
2.4. See Didymus and Chrys. here, who observe, that by this 
sudden disappearance of Philip, the Ethiopian was assured that 
the m he had received was from heaven: and that, if the 
Ethiopian had asked Philip to remain with him, and he had re- 
fused to do so, he would not then have gone on his way rejoicing. 
Cp. Robinson’s Palestine, i. 320; iii. 14. 

40. ebpdébn els “A(wrov] he was found at Arotus. This showed 
that the object of his mission was attained; and he is spared 
the weariness of a journey in the desert, as a reward for his ready 
obedience in going to preach in a desert, see v.26. “A(wros, 
Ashdod, now Esdud (Robinson, ii. p. 368),—being on the coast, 
half-way between Gaza on the south, and Joppa on the north, 
and in the same latitude with Jerusalem. It was 260 stadia from 
the ancient Gaza. See Wels. On els see v. 23; vii. 4. Winer, 
p. 369. 

— ebnyyeAl(ero—Kaicdperay] Going northward ulong the sea- 
coast from Azotuas to Ceesarea, he passed through Joppa, and did 
the work of an Evangelist (ebyyyeAl(ero), and prepared the way 
for St. Peter’s visit to that place (ix. 36—43), and for the con- 
version of Cornelius at Caesarea (x. 1—24), where we find Philip 
again (Acts xxi. 8). 

On Cesarea itself see x. 1. 

The house of Philip the Evangelist was still standing at 
Ceesarea in 8. Jerome’s age, and was even shown in Bede’s time. 
Jerome, Epist. Paul. p. 150. Bede, in Acta, p. 43. 

— ras wéAets wdoas] the cities, all of them, probably Ekron, 
Jamnia, Joppa, Apollonia, and perhaps Lydda. 


Ca. IX. 1. ZatAos] Saul, God’s cxevos éxAoyis for the con- 
version of the Gentiles, was of the tribe of Benjamin (Acts xiii. 
21); and the Fathers (Tertudlian adv. Marcion.v.1. Chrys. 
Ambrose, de Ben. Patr. ad fin. Aug., Serm. 279) apply to him, 
in a spiritual sense, Jacob’s prophecy, Gen. xlix. 27, ‘ Benjamin 
shall ravin as a wolf. In the morning he shall devour the prey, 
and at night he shall divide the spoil.’”’ That is to say, in a 
spiritual sense, at the beginning of his career he shall be a Perse- 
cutor of Christ’s flock, asa Wolf; but in the end, he shall feed 
them as a Shepherd. ‘ Escas dividet” (Aug. Serm. 279, and 
Append. Serm. 189); and ‘‘escas divisit,”” says Ambrose (de 
Bened. Patriarch. 12), ‘‘ evangelizans gentibus verbum.”” 

Benjamin’s birth was the occasion of his mother’s death; so 
‘‘Sauli nativitas in Evangelium matri ejus Synagoge mortem 
attulit.”’ At first he might be called Benoni (a child of sorrow), 
but by God’s grace he became Benjamin (Gen. xxxv. 18), the 
son of a right hand. Benjamin was the last among the twelve 
Patriarchs ; so Paul among the Apostles (1 Cor. xv. 8,9). Ben- 
jamin was preferred above the rest by Joseph (Gen. xiiii. 34); so 
Paul by Christ (1 Cor. xv. 10). . 

Benjamin is called ‘little’ (vrg, Ps. lxviii. 27), and yet “a 
Ruler ;”’ and so Saul is ‘ Paul,’ or Jiltle (see on xiii. 9), and calls 
himself ‘‘ the least of the Apostles ’’ (1 Cor. xv. 9), yet “not 
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a whit behind the very chiefest Apostles” (2 Cor. xi. 5; xii. 11). 
Even the Romish Expositor, Cornelius 2 Lapide, here says, ‘“ Ita 
Paulus 4 Christo dotatus fuit pre aliis Apostolis.”’ 

— é¢uxvéwy dreiAtjs] Something more than wvéaw dwre:Aijs, in- 
wardly breathing of slaughter; his very breath was impregnated 
with threats and slaughter. (Meyer, who compares Josh. x. 40, 
cunvéov (wijs.) On the genitive of the material after wvéw, 
cp. Winer, G. G. § 30, p. 183, who quotes Aristoph. Equit. 437, 
ovTos 48n xaxlas nal cucopayrias +> €%. 

— mporedOay rp dpyxiepeZ] coming to the Hiyh Priest. See 
xxii. 5. Saul even outran the High Priest in furious zeal against 
the Church; be was not sent, but craved a commission against 
it. 

2. els Aauackdv] ‘ Damascus, civitas olim celeberrima, in 
planitie amcenissima et fertilissima inter Libanum et Antilibanum 
sita, in e& Syrie parte, que in literis sacris Syria Damascena 
2 Sam. viii. 5. Ies. vii. 8, a Sérabone (xvi. p. 755), Cale-Syria 
vocatur. Quanta Judeorum frequentia ibi fuerit, ex eo colligi 
potest, quod Josephus (B. J. ii. 25) narret, sub Nerone Damas- 
cenos in sua urbe decem Judzorum millia, quos in publicis ther- 
mis collectos forté habebant, inermes oppressisse et trucidasse.”’ 
(Kuin.) Cp. Howson, i. 106. Lewin, pp. 64—63. 

It may at first seem surprising, that the power of the High 
Priest and the Sanhedrim of Jerusalem should have extended be- 
yond the limits of Palestine so far as Damascus, and that they 
should have been allowed to send Saul on s commission to bind 
in that city, and to bring bound to Jerusalem men and women, 
without any reference to the power of Rome. 

The solution of this question appears to be supplied,—not 
by the Acts of the Apostles, but by the circumstance which ap- 
pears incidentally from the statement of St. Paul in one of his 
Epistles, viz. “that in Damascus the Governor, or Eéhnarch, 
under Arefas, the king (i. e. of Arabia Petrea), was guarding 
(éppotpe:) the city of the Damascenes, desirous to seize him, and 
that he was let down in a basket by a window in the wall, and so 
escaped his hands.”” (2 Cor. xi. 32, 33.) 

Hence it appears that Damascus was now garrisoned by a 
military force of king Arefas—a remarkable circumstance —and 
not, as heretofore, by the Romans, and by the forces of the Presi- 
dent of Syria. (Cp. Joseph. xiv. 4, 5.) 

By what means Damascus had come into the hands of Aretas 
is not clear. Probably Aretas, after his victory over Herod Anti- 
pas (Joseph. Ant. xviii. 5.1. Cp. Eused. H. E.i. 11), had been 
induced by his successes to make inroads into Syria; and a favour- 
able opportunity seems to have been presented by the departure 
of Vitellius, the President of Syria, to Rome, on hearing the news 
of the death of the Emperor Tiberius (in the spring of A.p. 37), 
for the occupation of Damascus hy Aretas. 

The Roman power lay as it were in abeyance; and Aretas, 
whose victory was welcome to the Jews detesting Herod Anti- 
pas, was desirous to conciliate them, and seconded the endea- 
vours of the officials of the Sanhedrim to arrest Saul, whom they 
had sent as a commissioner to bind the Christians at Damascus, 
and who was now, in their eyes,a renegade and apostate, and 
who ‘confounded the Jews at Damascus’”’ by preaching the doc- 
trine which he had been sent by them to destroy. 

If these suppositions are correct, then we see in them an ad- 
ditional proof of St. Paul’s sincerity and courage, in his conversion 
to Christianity. 

— Tijs 6300) 71, often used for saving doctrine and practice ; 
the way that leads to heaven (Chrys.); ‘Via, in qua ambulan- 
dum, non otiandum” (Bengel). ‘Iter hoc facientibus patria 
colum est” (Vaick.). As 7d dvoua—the Name—was, to the 
primitive Church, the holy and saving Name of Jesus (see v. 40), 
80 7) 636s — the Way—was the holy and saving Way of the Gospel. 
See below, xix. 9. 23; xxii. 4; xxiv. 14. 22; xxvi. 13. 

3. dv rG@—eyyl(ew tH Aapackg] as he was drawing near to 
Damascus. The distance from Jerusalem to Damascus was about 
140 miles. Saul was permitted by God to go on his journey, and 
was not checked, tili he approached its end, and was about to 
enter the city, and to seize upon his prey. (See Acts xxii. 6; 
xxvi. 12. 1 Cor. xv. 8.) 

Thus the reason of this divine interposition was more clearly 
evinced. It showed God’s watchful Providence, and fatherly 


mercy to His Church, in the critical hour of her need. Then 
Saul was arrested ; and then, in the crisis of her peril, the Church 
was delivered. This is in exact accordance with the general 
operations of Almighty God, as seen in Holy Scripture. See 
Dr. Barrow's excellent remarks in Sermon xi. vol. i. p. 232, 
where he says,— 

‘God beholdeth violent men setting out in their unjust 
attempts. He letteth them proceed on ina full career, until they 
reach the edge of their design; then instantly He checketh, He 
stoppeth, He tumbleth them down, or turneth them backward. 
Thus was Haman’s plot dashed (Esther iii.), when he had pro- 
cured a royal decree, when he had fixed a time, when he had 
issued forth letters to destroy God’s people. Thus was Pharaoh 
overwhelmed (Exod. xiv.), when he had just overtaken the chil- 
dren of Israel. Thus were the designs of Abimelech, of Absalom, 
of Adonijah, of Sanbailat nipped. Thus when Sennacherib 
with an unmatchable host had encamped against Jerusalem, and 
had to appearance swallowed it, God did put a hook into his nose, 
and turned him back into his own land (2 Kings xix. 28). 
Thus when Antiochus Epiphanes was marching on furiously to 
accomplish his threat of turning Jerusalem into a charnel, a 
noisome disease did intercept his progress (2 Macc. ix. 5). Thus 
when the profane Caligula did mean to discharge his hloody rage 
on the Jews for refusing to worship him (JosepA. xviii. 12), a 
domestic sword did presently give vent to his revengeful breath. 
Thus also, when Julian had by his policy and authority projected 
to overthrow our religion, his plot soon was quashed, and his 
life snapped away by an unknown hand (Chrysost. in Baby]. 
Orat. 2. Naz. Orat. 4). Thus whenever the enemy doth come 
in like a flood (threatening immediately to overflow and overturn 
all things), the Spirit of the Lord doth lift up a standard against 
him (Isa. lix. 19); that is, God’s secret efficacy doth suddenly 
restrain and repress his outrage. This usually is the method of 
Divine providence. God could prevent the beginnings of wicked 
designs; He could supplant them in their first onsets; He could 
any where sufflaminate and subvert them; but he rather winketh 
for a time, and suffereth the designers to go on till they are 
mounted to the top of confidence, and good people are cast on 
the brink of ruin; then awd unxayijs, surprisingly, unexpectedly 
He striketh in with effectual succour; so declaring how vain the 
presumption is of impious undertakers; how needful and sure His 
protection is over innocent people; how much reason the one 
hath to dread Him, and the other to confide in Him. Then is 
God seen, then his care and power will be acknowledged, when 
He snatcheth us from the jays of danger, when our soul doth 
escape as a bird out of the enare of the fowler.” (Ps. cxxiv. 7.) 
Cp. Barrow, vol. iv. p. 218, Serm. ix. See also below, xii. 6. 23, 
and note on | Peter iv. 17. 

This, and something more than this was done by God in the 
case of Saul. He was not checked before he was near Damascus ; 
if he had been stopped near Jerusalem, or midway, he would per- 
haps never have entered Damascus. But it was so or.lered, that 
Saul might preach the Gospel in the same city whither he had 
come to persecute; and thus under the controlling power of God, 
the very instrument which had been chosen by Satan to destroy 
the Church at Damascus, was used by God to build it up. 

So will it be at the end—when the power of Satan and of 
Antichrist seems nearly to have achieved a Victory over the 
Church, then will Christ appear from heaven to destroy them 
with “ the brightness of His coming,’’ and to deliver His faithful 
people from their hands. 

4. xeowy ex} thy viv] having fallen on the earth. In pictures 
of his conversion Saul is generally represented on horseback, 
which is not very probable. S. Augustine says, ‘‘eum ambu- 
lésse :’’ and Pharisees rarely used horses. See Salmeron and A 
Lapide bere, and ad Deuteron. xvii. 17. 

— gwrhy] avoice in the Hebrew Tongue. 
xxvi. 14. 

— Zaova, ZaotA] Saul, Saul: the Hebrew form of the 
Apostle’s name, which is never used in the New Testament, except 
by Christ (ix. 4. 1]; xxii. 7; xxvi. 14) and by Ananias (ix. 17; 
xxii. 13). In all other cases he is called ZatAos and Mavaos. 

This repetition of the name, and the fact that he alone was 
permitted to see Jesus (see v. 7), and to hear His words, while 


See Acts xxii. 9; 
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others only saw the ligh?, and heard the sound, showed that the 
vision was addressed to him. 

— rl pet Bicdners] ue is emphatic, and is so placed (see Matt. 
xvi. 18, and on John xxi. 22). Cur Me persequeris? ‘‘ Per- 
secutorem suum vocavit persecutorem membrorum suorum (says 
Aug. in Joann. tract. x., and Serm. 279). Membris adhuc in 
terra positis, Caput in coelo clamabat, et non dicebat, Quid per- 
sequeris servos mens, sed, Quid Me persegueris?” And S. Ber- 
nard (Serm. de Convers. Paul. ap. A Lapide), ‘“‘ Persequebatur 
Eum qui adversus Corpus Byjus, quod est Ecclesia, odio furebat 
iniquo.”’ Hence we may see Chriat’s love to His Members (Isa. 
Ixiii. 9. Matt. xxv. 40), and the sinfulness of injuries done to 
the Church. 

See also above, on viii. 1, and on Col. i. 24. 

5. éya "Incots] Iam Jesus. He does not say, I am the Son 
of God, but J am Jesus of Nazareth & Na(wpaios is in A, C, E, 
not Elz.), He who was crucified; He to whom St. Stephen 
prayed, in thy hearing, when thou wast consenting to his death. 

It is distinctly said that Saul saw Jesus in heaven; see vv. 
17. 27. Acts xxii. 14, and St. Paul says (1 Cor. xi. 1), “ have I 
not seen Jesus Christ?’’ And (1 Cor. xv. 8) last of all He was 
seen by me. Hence it has been argued by some Romanist Di- 
vines (e. g. A Lapide here), that Christ’s human body, which is 
in heaven, was also near to St. Paul. ‘‘ Fuit ergo Christi corpus 
tunc in duobus Jocis, puta in ceelo et in aére; quod nota, contra 
eos qui negant Christi corpus posse esse in coelo et in Eucharistia 
simul.” But see on Acts iii. 21, and vii. 56, where St. Stephen 
sees the heavens opened, and the Son of Man sfaniding at the right 
hand of God. That vision of St. Stephen explains the vision of 
St. Paul. And that vision of St. Stephen, and his prayer to 
Jesus in heaven, may have been instrumental in procuring this 
vision of St. Paul and his conversion. 

— by ob Bicdxers] whom thou art persecuting. After this 
word Elz. adds oxAnpév oo: xpos xéytpa Aaxti(ew tpépwy re 
nal BauBay elre, Kupre, rh pe OéAets worjoa;: nal b Kupios xpos 
a’rév. But these words are not in any MS.,and seem to be 
borrowed from xxvi. 14, and xxii. 10. 

6 elocAOe els thy wéAw, wat AadnOfoetal o. T. 0.8. 9.) go 
into the city, and it shall be told thee what thow must do. Ob- 
serve that Saul, the future Apostle of the Gentiles, though 
arrested in bis course by Jesus Christ Himself, was sent by Him 
into the City to be taught and baptized by one of the inferior 
ministers of the Church. (Chrys., Aug. quest. Evang. ii. 47.) 

Even therefore, in Saul’s case, whose conversion was extra- 
ordinary, the ordinary means of reception into the Church were 
not dispensed with. He was sent by Christ Himself to Ananias. 

Thus in a remarkable manner did the Great Head of the 
Church show the necessity of conformity to His own appoint- 
ments and ordinances; and enjoins a thankful acceptance and 
devout use of the means of Grace which He dispenses by the 
agency of His Ministers, in His Holy Word and Sacraments. 

S. Augustine's words on this subject are deserving of the 
especial attention of those who are tempted by the Evil One to 
despise that agency ;— 

‘Let the devout soul learn without pride what is to be 
learnt through the ministry of man; and let us not tempt Him in 
Whom we believe; lest, being deluded by the wiles of the Enemy, 
we refuse to go to Church to hear the Gospel read and preached 
by man, or even to read the Bible itself; and expect to be caught 
up into the third heaven, and to behold Christ, and to hear the 
Gospel from His mouth rather than from that of men. 

‘‘ Let us be on our guard against these proud and perilous 
imaginations; and let us reflect that even the Apostle Paul him- 
self, though dashed prostrate on the earth by a divine voice from 
heaven, was nevertheless sent by it to a man, in order to receive 
the Sacraments, and to be incorporated into the Church. 

‘¢ Let us remember also, that although the Centurion Corne- 
lius was assured by an Angel that his prayers were heard, and his 
alms had in remembrance before God, yet he was referred to 
Peter for baptism, in order to receive the Sacrament from him, 
and also to learn what he should believe, hope, and love.” Aug. 
Prolog. ad de Doctr. Christ. i., and iv. c. 33. Cp. also Hooker, 
V. ixxvi. 9. 

So Philip was sent by the Angel to instruct and baptize the 
Ethiopian. Acts viii. 26—29. Cp. Rom. x. 15. 

1. elorhxescay] were standing. It is said (by Meyer, p. 184, 
and others) that this assertion is at variance with what St. Paul 
himself says, xxvi. 14, rdytav catarerdytwy hoy eis Thy yi. 
Here, it is alleged, his companions are represented as standing ; 


there, as having fallen to the earth. But this is not the case. The 
word elarhxe:cay here is joined with cuvodedorres (travelling toge- 
ther), and is contrasted with it; and it means, that they, wno had 
till then been in mofion, were suddenly arrested in their course. 
The opposition here is not between standing and falling, but be- 
tween halting and going on. Cp. viii. 38, éxéAevoe oT var 7d Eppa. 
Luke v. 2, rAoia éoraéra, ships not sailing, but at anchor; vii. 
14, of Baord(orres Eorncay: viii. 44, Earn F pdots rov alua- 
ros. Therefore the two accounts are quite consistent. St. Luke 
describes here the suddenness with which the cavalcade was 
checked in its course; St. Paul, their prostration to the ground. 

— éveot] Elz. évveol: but the other form is preferable as 
connected with &vews, silent, dumb, speechless,—xwgds, Valek. 
Cp. Winer, § 5, p. 43. It is used by LXX, Prov. xvii. 28. Isa. 
lvi. 10, and elsewhere, and often means stunned by fear, ¢uBpor- 
tnOels (Hesych.), as here. 

— dxotoyres uty ris devs] hearing the voice. It is said in 
v. 4 that St. Paul fxovce pwvhy A€youcay, and so xxvi. 14, 
%xovca dwrhy Aadotcay. Observe the accusative in both places, 
i. e. he heard and understood its articulate utterance. But they 
who were with him, ffcovoy ris pwrijs (genitive), were hearing 
only the sound, not the words of the speaker. 

There is therefore no discrepancy, as is alleged by some 
foreign and English Expositors, between the assertion here and 
that in Acts xxii. 9, where it is said that they rhy dovhy odn 
hxovoay Tov AaAouvros. Here we have the genifive of the thing, 
there the accusative. The reason is, that Saul’s companions 
dxovorres THs Paris ob Fnovcay Thy dovhy Tov AaAovyros,—i. e. 
they heard, but did not understand what they heard. Our Lord 
made a distinction between Saul and his fellow-travellers in regard 
to both senses,—i. e. of eye and of ear. Saul saw Jesus; they only 
saw the light of His appearance; he heard and understood the 
words of His voice; they only heard its eound. As is well said 
in Catena, p. 361, by Ammonius, who understood and wrote 
Greek well, his native tongue, onuemrdor, Sr: wal el8e rdy 
"Lnoov», kal $xovoey avrov 6 MavAos’ of 8¢ cuvdyres THY Aaurn- 
3dva pdvoy ToU pwrds abrov elBor, ob why abrdy' cal roy Fxor 
eovoy THs horas, ob phy cuvizxay 7a Acydueva: one 
who dxove: pwvhy (xxii. 14) also dxode: povis, but one who dxode: 
gwvijs does not necessarily dnote: pwvhy. Examples of the geni- 
tive of the person, dxoverw A€éyorros (which is an elliptical expres- 
sion), are irrelevant. As Grotius well says: ‘“‘ @wvhy obx hxovcay 
est vocem non infellexrerunt.’’ And another scholar, inferior to 
none of the present age, Valckenaer, says, p. 450, ‘‘ Dici possunt 
dxobew THs povys, Thy OGwvhy ox axovew, ut prius significet so- 
num audire, alterum loguentis verba non inéelligere.’’ See also 
Schoettgen, p. 445. Hammond, p. 374. Bengel, p. 651. 
Hengstenberg, History of Balaam, p. 378, and Baumgarten here, 
pp. 217—219. 

This is not a question (as sometimes represented) of “verbal 
variety,” but of substantive (ruth. To imagine (as some have 
done) that St. Luke, having given an account of St. Paul’s con- 
version in the Ninth chapter, puts into St. Paul's mouth in the 
Twenty-second chapter a speech which, in an important point, 
contradicts that account, is to suppose—not only that St. Luke 
was not inspired—but that he was destitute of common sense! 
To imagine that St. Luke really contradicts St. Paul, or makes 
St. Paul contradict himself, is indeed to imitate the spirit of a 
notorious unbeliever, and to degrade the Writer of the Acts from 
‘* Luke the beloved Physician, whose praise is in the Gospel,’’ 
to ‘an idiot Evangelist!’’ (Cp. Bentley on Free-thinking, p. 
112. 

Xe such suppositions as these are once accepted, then a door 
is opened to an inundation from the whole flood and torrent of 
unbelief, which commences its course with assumptions of what 
are called ‘verbal discrepancies"’ between St. Paul’s account 
and St. Luke’s, and then proceeds to deny the veracity of the 
one or the other, or both, and then goes on to doubt the reality 
of St. Paul’s miraculous Conversion, and even of the Death of 
Christ, and the Atonement itself. 

It would be endless and fruitless to recount the speculations 
of some Expositors (such as Eichhorn, Ammon, Wittig, Schulze, 
Greiling, Boehme, Hezel, Heinrichs, &c.), who have endeavoured 
to account for St. Paul’s Conversion from ordinary physical phe- 
nomena, and to explain away all thats supernatural in St. Luke's 
and St. Paul’s own narratives of it; or such as Lange, who regard 
it as a visionary reverie; or who, with Breischneider and Emmer- 
ling, confound it with his rapture into the third heaven (2 Cor. 
xii. 1—7), or with Bahrdt, Venturini, and Brennecke, venture to 
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affirm that Jesus merely died in appearance, and so presented 
Himself to Saul on his way; or of the Tubingen school of Critics, 
who deny the fact altogether. 

These notions are the natural results of the Criticism, which 
in a vainglorious spifit of spurious liberality, tnvents inaccuracies 
and discrepancies in the Word of God: but they are not without 
their use, as showing, in undisguised features, the necessary con- 
sequences of that Criticism. 

8. odd» EBAewe] he was seeing nothing. He was committed 
by God like a prisoner to the chains of a three days’ blindness, 
as it were to a soldier to guard, lest from previous prejudice he or 
others should say that it was a mere phantom of the brain that he 
had seen in the way. Eused. in Caten. p. 154. 

Compare the case of Zacharias in the Temple, whose dumb- 
ness after the Vision of the angel was a proof of its reality (Luke 
i. 20—22), and also an appropriate punishment for unbelief, like 
St. Paul’s blindness, inflicted on him to show how blind he had 
been in his zeal and rage against the Church. And as the /oosing 
of the tongue of Zacharias, when he wrote “his name is John” 
(Luke i. 63), showed why his tongue had been bound, so the 
visible sign of the scales falling from the eyes of St. Paul (v. 18), 
when Ananias laid his hands on him, served further to show not 
only the reality of the blindness, but also the reason of it. And 
as the voice of Zacharias was taken away, that he might after- 
wards prophesy, so St. Paul’s bodily sight was eclipsed for a 
time, that he might afterwards shine as a glorious light in the 
world. 

Cecus factus est Saulus; ut interiore luce falgeret cor ejus, 
exterior ad tempus erepta est; subtracta est persecutori, ut redde- 
retur preedicatori. Et eo tempore, quo cetera non videbat, Jesum 
videbat : ita etin ips& cecitate mysterium informatur credentium ; 
quoniam qui credit in Jesum, Ipsum intueri debet, cetera nec 
nata compatare ; ut creatura vilescat, Creator in corde dulcescat. 
Augustine (Serm. 279). 

— xeipayoryotrres] leading by the hand. Like a spoil rescued 
from the strong man (CArys.), whose house had been spoiled by 
the Stronger than he. Matt. xii. 29. 

9. » BAéwov] On the force of uh here, see Winer, G. G. 
§ 55, p. 431. It is more expressive than ov, being applied to 
one who had once seen, and seemed as if he might see again. 

— ole Upayey ov5t Urey) he neither ate nor drank. 
example of repentance. 
Church. (Theoph.) 

10. *Avavlas] -Ananias. See above on wv. 6, and compare 
8. Aug. Serm 279, who says, “‘ Adductus est ad Ananiam; et 
Ananias interpretatur Ovie ; ecce lupus adducitur ad ovem; Ipse 
Pastor de coelo nuntiavit luapum venturum ovi, sed non sevi- 
turum.” As to this etymology of Ananias, A Lapide says, 
‘‘Nescio qué lingua interpretatur Ovie.”” Perhaps they who so 
interpreted it connected it with dusds, duvlov, and Agnua. 

If (with Mintert and Kuin.) we derive it from y2n, gratiosus 
JSwil, and 7, Dominus, it happily illustrates St. Paul’s assertion 
—‘‘ by the Grace of God I am what I am’”’ (1 Cor. xv. 10). 

11. Adpny] a lane. Not wAareia, platea, a broad way, but 
ptvun, a narrow one (see Luke xiv. 21); and it was ev6eia, recia, 
or straight ; 

Seemingly a trivial incident; if any thing in Scripture and 
in the lives of the Apostles, and especially in the history of the 


An 
See his yorrow for persecuting the 


“Vas electionis,” and of so marvellous an event as St. Paul’s Con- 
version, can rightly be so called. With reverence be it said, even 
this slight circumstance, which the Holy Spirit has thought fit to 
record, may perhaps seem to have its moral. Saul the persecutor 
had now passed from the broad way of worldly power and honour, 
on which he was lately hurrying to Damascus, and which was 
leading him to destruction (Matt. vii. 13), and he had now been 
brought to the right or straight way (cp. Acts xiii. 10), and nar- 
row way (Matt. vii. 14), called nar’ éfoxhy the Way (Acts ix. 
2), in which he would now be led to everlasting life. 

— Tapoéa] of Tarsus: principal city of Cilicia, see xi. 25; 
xxii. 3. ‘‘ Cilicia matrem urbium habet Tarson,”’ Solinus xii. 
Hirtius, de Bell. Al. Ixvi.; on the river Cydnus, Strabo xiv. 
p- 990. Vail. Maz. iii. 4; an ‘“‘urbs libera,” Plin. v. 22. It was 
celebrated also for its Schools of Literature, Arts, and Sciences. 
Wetst. Winer, ii. 567. 

— xpocetyetat] he is praying—the attitude most proper for 
the reception of the moral, intellectual, and spiritual light, which 
was now illuminating him; and though his eyes were dark, yet 
he bad a vision from above, and saw more clearly than before. 
See v. 12. 

12. eldev ev dpduari] he saw in a vision. This pair of visions, 
one vouchsafed to Saul and the other to Ananias, and the one 
tallying with the other, takes away all suspicion of self-deception. 
The same providential arrangement is to be observed in the next 
chapter, with to the two corresponding visions of Cornelius 
and St. Peter; and the narrative of the one pair confirms that of 
the other pair. 

15. oxevos éxAoyis] a vessel of choice. A double Hebraism. 

(1) oxevos, Hebr. “7, any instrument, Spyavoy, utensil, 
vessel. As applied to men, see Rom. ix. 21. 23, oxetn érdous. 
2 Tim. ii. 20. 

(2) exAoyijs, of choice, the genitive characteristic of the 
qualify. See above on Matt. xxii. 11. Acts vii. 2. James i. 25, 
axpoarhs émiAnocpovyjs. 1 Cor. x. 16, 7d worhpioy ris ebdAcylas. 
Heb. i. 8, SdB8os evOdrnros. 2 Pet. ii. 1, alpéoess dwwAelas. 
Cp. Vorst. de Hebr. pp. 33. 246. 

On the meaning of the term, see further, xxii. 14, and 
St. Paul’s own ‘comment, Gal. i. 15. 1 Cor. xv. 10. ‘‘ Saulus 
singulare exemplum gratie gratuite amplissime.’’ (Bengel.) 

Paul in himself was a oxedos daTpdxivoy, an earthen vessel 
(2 Cor. iv. 7); but as the Apostle of the Lord he was cxevos 
éxAoyys, 8 chosen vessel. And the earthen vessel was a chosen 
vessel, in order that by the frailty of the human material, and by 
the divine ¢reasure contained in it, and bestowed by it, men might 
see that the excellency of the power of the Gospel thus bestowed 
was not of man, but of Gud. 

— Baordoa) to bear. ‘ Vas electionis Paulus, quia vas legis, 
et Scripturarum armarium.’’ (Jerome, in Oseam viii.) He was 
also a veasel, as bearing, like a living vehicle, what he contained ; or 
like the chariot seen by Ezekiel, in the wheels of which the Spirit 
was (Ezek. i. 21). So the Spirit was in this Apostolic “ Vas 
electionis,’’ St. Paul, and gave him life and motion, though in his 
own esteem he held the spiritual treasure in an earthen vessel 
(2 Cor. iv. 7); and so, by humility as well as zeal, he was a vessel 
Jitted for the Master's use (2 Tim. ii. 21). 

16. waGeciy] to suffer. The word waGeiy is happily reserved 
for the close of the sentence, so that the mind may dwell on ¢hat. 
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He who came to inflict suffering on others must now be taught to 
suffer, and be perfected by suffering ; a proof of the reality of his 
Conversion. He was not drawn to Christ by promises of earthly 
good ; he left all, lost all, fur Christ. But note how he rejoices 
in his sufferings ; see what he says, Gal. vi. 17. 2 Cor. i. 5. Rom. 
v. 3; viii. 18. Cp. Aug. Serm. 279. 4. A Lapide adds, “ Fortia 
agere Romanum est: fortia pati Christianum.” 

17. %pxov] thow wert coming, i.e. when thou wast suddenly 
stopped by the Divine Voice. There is something more observ- 
able in this tense, because (as Valck. observes) the form Apxduny 
from &pyouct is very rare. It is found in Mark i. 45; ii. 13. 

18. Aewi8es) scales, that his blindness might not be supposed 
to be imaginary. (Chrys.) See above, on v. 8. 

— ¢Barricén] he was baptized. See below, xxii. 16. Even 
Saul himself, though called from heaven by Jesus Christ, was 
admitted into the Church by Baptism, by which his sins were 
washed away. Who can suppose, therefore, that any one may 
safely neglect that Sacrament? See above, v. 6. 

20. *Incotvy] So A, B,C, E, and others. Elz. Xpiordy, 

21. ody obrds dori} is not this he? Is Saul also among the 
Prophets? 1 Sam. x. 11, 12; xix. 24. The case of St. Paul's 
conversion being extraordinary, and not to be drawn into an 
example of God’s dealings with men, and not to be made by them 
@ ground of hope for such interpositions (cp. 1 Tim. i. 15), it is 
not surprising that the Christian Fathers should have seen types 
and prophecies concerning him in the history of the Ancient 
People of God. See above concerning Benjamin (ix. 1). 

There appears also to be a connexion, both by way of resem- 
blance and also of contrast, between Saul the first King of Israel, 
and Sau/ the last of the Apostles ; 

Both were of the tribe of Benjamin; both were once Per- 
secufors; the one the persecutor of David, the other of the 
Son of David (cp. Aug. Serm. 279). Saul the persecuting King 
is among the Prophets (1 Sam. x. 12; xix. 24); and Saul the 
persecuting Pharisee is among the Aposties. Who would have 
expected either of these events? But Saul the King resieted 
the grace of God, and gave himself up to the Evil Spirit. Saul 
the Pharisee ‘‘ was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.” (Acts 
xxvi. 19.) Both the one and the other afford remarkable examples 
of the freedom and power of Divine Grace. But extraordinary 
as these examples are, they show also that Divine Grace, free and 
powerful as it is, is noé irresistible. Saul the King might have 
been like Paul the Apostle, if he had cherished the Spirit within 
him ; and Paul the Apostle would have been like Saul the King, 
if he had grieved and resisted the Grace of God. 

22. ovpPiBd(wr] proving by a collation of passages cited and 
compared. See Vailck. 

23. nudépa: ixaval] many days. He had now been for some 
time in Arabia, i.e. ‘that part of Arabia which bordered on 
Syria ¢ and there received a fall revelation of the Gospel from 
God.” (Bp. Pearvon in Acta, p. 368, and Annal. Paulin. ad 
A.D. xxxvi.) Bp. Pearson dates St. Paul’s three years (Gal. i. 18) 
from his conversion, to his return to Jerusalem. 

The term ‘ Arabia,’’ as used by St. Paul, does not necessarily 
mean the wilderness of Arabia, commonly so called. Early Christian 
writers (Justin and Tertullian) assign itself to Arabia; 


d Josh. 2. 15. 
1 Sam. 19. 12. 


—— 


and the region of Auranitis, on the south of Damascus, is reckoned 
by Roman writers as belonging to Arabia. (Kilto, p. 143.) 

Arabia was St. Paul’s school for the Apostleship. After- 
wards he returned to Damascus, where the events here recorded 
occurred. St. Luke passes over an interval of fhree years (see 
Gal. i. 17, and Rosenm.). And it is observable that many days 
ae aaa to three years in 1 Kings ii. 38. Cp. Howson, 
i. 122. 

This is more carefully to be noted, because from this expres- 
sion some have taken occasion to say (Baur, p. 106, and Meyer, 
p- 188), that St. Luke did not know that St. Paul was three years 
in Arabia. 

But the fact is, this mode of speaking is a proof that 
St. Luke does not profess to give a full history of St. Paul or any 
one Apostle. He does not mention how and when St. Paul was 
fully instructed in the doctrines of Christianity. And he does not 
mention when and where St. Paul wrote his Epistles. Indeed he 
does not even mention that St. Paul ever wrote a single Epistle. 
But he could have told all these things. Cp. note on 2 Cor. xi. 5. 

No argument, therefore, can be drawn from what perhaps 
some may call omissions in this history. Least of all may we 
venture to say, that they are proofs of ignorance, inadvertence, or 
forgetfulness, on the part of the Sacred Historian, as some Ex- 
positors have done; e. g. one writing on this passage, “ Hoc iter 
in Arabiam Lucas silentio preteriit, quoniam, ut videtur, igno- 
rabat & Saulo iter in Arabiam susceptum fuisse, aut hujus rei 
oblitus erat.’’ St. Paul himself omits it Acts xxii. 16, 17, and 
yet mentions it Gal. i. 17. 

How much sounder is the criticism of S. Chrysostom here | 
“The historian (St. Luke) passes by, designedly and modestly, 
St. Paul’s visions in Arabia.” And the criticism of S. Jerome 
(in Galat. i.), ‘‘ Lucas idcirco de Arabia preeteriit, quia forsitan 
nibil dignum Apostolatu in Arabi4 Saulus perpetravit,—et quod 
aliqua dispensatio et Dei preeceptum fuerit, ut taceret.”’ 

As Bede observes here, St. Paul himself appears to intimate 
that he did not preach in Arabia; for the Apostle says (Acts 
xxvi. 20) that he preached to them at Damascus first, and at 
Jerusalem, and throughout all the coast of Judea, and then to 
the Gentiles. 

Perhaps this retirement of St. Paul after his Conversion was 
designed to be exemplary and instructive, as intimating that new 
converts ought not to be admitted to exercise the functions of 
the ministerial office, without some probationary term of silence, 
after their conversion. 

24. wapernpovyro] they were guarding. So A, B,C, E, F, G. 
Elz. xaperfpouy. 

The Jews were assisted in their stratagem against Saul by 
the Ethnarch, or Governor of Damascus, then in the hands of 
Aretas, ‘‘the King’’ of Arabia Petreea (2 Cor. xi. 32, 33), the 
father-in-law of Herod Antipas, whose territory Aretas invaded on 
account of his abandonment of his daughter for Herodias (Matt. 
xiv. 3. Joseph. Ant. xviii. 5.1). Antipas appealed for protec- 
tion to Rome, and Vitellius, then at the head of the Roman forces 
in Syria, of which he was President, was commanded by Tiberius 
to assist him. As to the circumstances under which the city 
came under the influence of Aretas, see above on v. 2. 

25. 314 rou relxous] by the wall. As the spies were let down 
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by Rahab from Jericho (Josh. ii. 15), and David by Michal 
(1 Sam. xix. J2), where the words are 3:2 rijs Oupl30s, by the 
window ; and see 2 Cor. xi. 33, where he says, éxavdoOny év 
capydvy, and where the expression of St. Luke, 8:4 tov refxous, 
is explained by 8:4 @upl30s — 8:a relxous, I was let down in a 
basket through a window, through the wail. 

On the circumstances of this incident, and on the reasons of 
its commemoration by St. Paul in 2 Cor. xi. 33, see below notes 
there, and on 2 Cor. xii. 1, pp. 175, 176 

On the bearing of this incident on r,. question of the lateful- 
ness of flight in the time of persecution, see the excellent letter 
of S. Augustine, written in the time of the Vandal invasion of 
Africa, ad Honoratum, Ep. 228, and note above on Matt. ii. 13; 
x. 23. 

— évy oxvpf%:] in a basket; a corn-basket (Hesych.). See 
Matt. xvi. 9. 

26. els ‘lepovcaAhy) to Jerusalem. See Gal. i. 17. 

— adytes époBoivro] all were afraid. How was this, it may 
be said, after the miraculous intervention of God at his Con- 
version? This question may be answered by reference to a fact 
not stated in the Acts, but by St. Paul himself. Immediately 
after his Conversion he did not confer with ‘flesh and blood,” 
nor go up to the Apostles; doubtless lest it should be imagined 
that he had received his Gospel from man. But he went forth- 
with into Arabia (see Gal. i. 17),—a circumstance not mentioned 
by St. Luke,—and there he received his revelations from Jesus 
Christ Himself, and he then returned to Damascus (Gal. i. 32). 
It might therefore be supposed by the Disciples at Jerusalem, that 
he had shunned the Apostles from fear or antipathy ; and thence 
suspicions might arise concerning his sincerity. 

27. BapydBas—Hyaye] Barnabas took him and brought him 
to the Apostles. Barnabas of Cyprus might well have had pre- 
vious acquaintance with Saul of Tarsus in Cilicia. It has been 
said by some that he was St. Paul’s fellow-disciple under Ga- 
maliel: it is not improbable; but there is no sufficient evidence 
of this. It was however a fitting act for the vids wapaxAfcews to 
commend him to the Apostles. Cp. his similar act, xi. 25. 

— pos tobs axogrdéAous] to the Apostles, namely, Peter and 
James (Gal. i. 18), Rosenm., who well adds, concerning the honour- 
able testimony of St. Barnabas to the circumstances of St. Paul’s 
conversion, and to St. Paul’s own courage, ‘‘ Conveniebat id potiis 
narrari ab aliis qui id scirent, quam ab ipso Saulo preedicari.” 

— xes—éxappnoidcaro)] how he spake boldly. ‘‘ Quanté cum 
Jiducié doctrinam Jesu sit professus.” (Rosenm.) 

28. els ‘lepovoadthu] to Jerusalem, where he had a tranco in 
the Temple, xxii. 17. 

29. cuve(hres xpds robs ‘EAAnviords] he was disputing with 
the Hellenisis. He now confated some of the same persons with 
whom he had formerly co-operated, and who had been most eager 
and furious in their zeal against Stephen, and had been the origi- 
nators of the accusation which led to his death (vi. 9—14). 

Thus St. Paul endeavoured to make amends at Jerusalem, 
and at the peril of his life, for former sins committed there against 
Christ and the Church. 


In both cases St. Luke uses the same word, ou(nreiv. 


80. Tapodv] Tarsus, to his own country and friends—to which 
he specially owed the duty of communicating the blessings of 
Christianity. Cp. John i. 42. 

31. 4 pey ody éxxAnola—éwAnOdivero] So A, B, C, and many 
Cursive MSS. and Versions. Elz. has the plural, af pty éxxAnolas. 
Cp. Gal. i. 22. The singular number rests on the best authority, 
and seems most fitted to describe the unity and harmony of the 
Church in that period of peace. 

— elxev eiphyny] had peace. Because the Jews were so much 
occupied in endeavouring to frustrate the order which the Em- 
peror Caligula, who claimed divine worship (Lig (fool, i. p. 834. 
857. Burton, Lectures, p. 132. Howson, i. 136), had given to 
Petronius to set up his statue in the Temple (Joseph. xviii. 8), 
that they had not leisure to persecute the Church—a remarkable 
instance of the manner in which the evil passions of men are made 
subservient by God to the edification of the Church. 

This order was afterwards rescinded, at the intervention of 
Herod Agrippa, then at Rome; and with the death of Caligula 
the persecution recommenced under Herod Agrippa {Acts xii. 
1—19). 

It ia observable, that, in the primitive ages, the Church had 
less to fear from some of the worst Emperors, such as Tiberius 
and Caligula, than from those Princes of Judea, such as Agrippa, 
who were most honoured by the Jews. 

— ropevondyn] wopeberGa:, the Heb. 47. 

$2. 3:4 wdvtwy) through all. Kuin. supplies térwy, places. 
Cp. Luke xi. 24. Meyer, aylev. Both, places and persons, may 
be meant. Cp. o. 38. 

The foundation of the See of Antioch in Syria has been 
assigned to St. Peter at this period by some, e. g. Baroniue and 
A Lapide. But, however this may be, it does not appear that he 
resided there at this time as Bishop, for he is said here d:¢pxecOa: ; 
his visit to Antioch, if he did visit it now, was only of short dura- 
tion. 

— Avdsav] Lydda: 18 miles 8.W. of Jerusalem on the road 
from that city to Caesarea; called Lod in 1] Chron. viii. 12; 
Ezra ii. 33, afterwards called Diospolis. A,B have Aé&8a, C and 
E have Avééay here and v. 35. Josephus uses both Addda (B. J. 
iv. 8 1) and Ad3day (Ant. xx. 6. 2) in the accusative. Almost all 
the MSS. and Editions have Add3ns inv. 38. Ad’8a may bea 
neuter plural. See Winer, G. G. 58. R. W. B. ii. 30. 


34. iaral ce "Incois] Jesus in heaven healeth thee by me on 
earth. (Didym.) Contrast this language of Peter with our Lord’s 
expressions of sovereign will and divine power: 0éAw, xa0aploOnr: 
(Matt. viii. 3), apoy ray xpdBarrdéy cov (Mark ii. 11), Tadcda 
xoujt (Mark v. 41), Ad(ape, Setpo tw (John xi. 43). Chrys. 

Christ heals ai@eyruxdés xal abroxparixnas, Peter droupyixas 
wal denperixa@s. See also above, iii. 6, and below, v. 40, Gels ra 
yévara xpoonttaro. 

On the paronomasia laral oe ‘Iycois, see on iv. 30. 
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— otpacor ceaurg) make thy bed for thyself; do forthwith 
for thyself what others have hitherto done for thee. 

35. dpwva] Saron. A fulfilment of the prophecy in Isa. 
xxxv. 2, “The excellency of Carmel and Sharon shall see the 
glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God.” Cp. on viii. 
40. Saron is not the name of a town; but of the fertile pastoral 
region between Lydda and Joppa. See Jerume on Isa. xxxiii. 9. 
Reland, Pal. p. 370. West. p. 514. 

86. "Idrwn] , Joppa; the seaport, celebrated in the history of 
Jonah (i. 3). Now Jaffa. See Robinson, iii. 31, and below, on x. 5. 

— Tafidd] Tabitha, probably so called from her beauty. 
Taf:éd est nomen Syriacum nwa formatum ex ‘3y 1) decus 2) 
capra gazella, mutatoyint. Gaudebant, scribit Burtorfiue in 
Lex. Talm. olim mulieres nominibus ab amabilibus et placidis 
animalibus petitis. Nomen Tabitha Judeis, ut Aopxas Grecis, 
usitatum erat. Vaiikra Rabba Sect. 19. Tabitha, ancilla Ga 
malielis. Lightfoot. in Chorogr. Matthzeo preemissa c. cxviii. ; 
cp. Wetst. p. 515. Capra Gazella Orientalibus erat imago pul- 
chriludinis, v. Cant. ii. 9. iv. 5. Hine Rosenmillerus et Heze- 
lius conjecerunt ob forme venustatem 4 parentibus hanc mulie- 
rem Tabitham appellatam esse. (Kuin.) 

87. Aovocavres—iwepyy] they washed and laid her in an 
upper chamber. The third instance in this book of reference to 
the decencies of Christian Burial. See above, viii. 2. 8S. Chrys. 
p. 753, contrasts the quietness of this laying out of Dorcas with 
the xowerds over St. Stephen (p. 712), which he attributes toa 
residue of Jewish habits in the earlier Christians. Perhaps they 
had now learnt to regard death with greater calmness and joy. 
Cp. 8t. Paul’s reproof on immoderate grief for the dead, in one of 
his earliest Epistles (1 Thess. iv. 13—18). 

88. dnvhons—étws juay] So A, B,C, E.—Elz. duvijoa:—abréy. 

89. al xiipa:] the widows of the Church. See vi. 1, and note 
on | Tim. v. 3. 

— 8a) how many. More than &, which. See John xxi. 25. 

40. Tafida, avdornO:] Tabitha, arise. Words not very dif- 
ferent from our Lord's, Tad:& xovme (Mark v. 41), but very 
different in the circumstances and manner with which they were 
uttered. See on v. $4. 

48. Bupoei) a tanner. A proof of his humility, and a trial of the 
faith of the Roman Centurion Cornelius, see x. 6. The shepherds 
were sent by the Angel to the King, who was lying in a stable 
(Luke ii. 7. 12); the Roman Centurion was commanded by the 
Angel to send for instruction in divine things, from the royal city 
Ceesarea, to one Simon surnamed Peter, who lodges wapd riva 
Slucovs Bupoet. Therefore “ mind not high things, but condescend 
to men of low estate’ (Rom. xii.16). “‘ Some have entertained 
Angels unawares ’’ (Heb. xiii. 2). 


Cua. X.1. Kaicapela] Caesarea: not to be confounded with 
Caesarea Philippi (Matt. xvi. 13. Mark viii. 27). 
This city is Ka:odpeca ZeBacrh, 4) rapdAcos,—celebrated for 


its Harbour,— xpdérepov Erpdrevos wtpyos éxadetro, but called 
Caesarea by Herod the Great, who beautified it, in honour of 
Augustus Casar: peylorn rijs "lovdalas wédts, Joseph. Ant. 
xix. 8. 2, then garrisoned by the Romans; it was the capital city 
of the Roman Province of Judea (Tacit. Hist. ii. 79) and the 
residence of the Roman Procurator. In a word, it was 8 minia- 
ture of Rome, in Palestine. Cp. Acts xxiii. 23. 33. Howson, ii. 
344. It was afterwards celebrated as the Episcopal See of Eu- 
sebius, the Historian of the Church. 

We may observe, therefore, that the Gospel made its first 
Conquest over Heathenism in a large City, Caesarea, named from 
the Roman Cesar, the military stronghold and naval arsenal of 
the Roman Power. And it made that conquest over a soldier, 
called Cornelius, one of the noblest Roman names borne by the 
Scipios and Sylla—and the mother of the Gracchi was Cornelia— 
and associated with the greatest victories of the Roman arms; 
and an officer of the Italic band, not of a Cohort raised in Syria, 
but of native Roman blood. This Roman soldier was “the ante. 
signanus, or standard-bearer to us, who were heathens.” See 
Bp. Andrewes, Sermon on Acts x. 34. 

Here, as S. Chrys. says, ‘‘the Door was first opened to the 
Gentile world;”’ and concerning Cornelius, he adds (p. 738), 
‘“‘he was uncircumcised, and had nothing in common with the 
Jews." This is to be noted, because it has been said by some 
that Cornelius was a proselyte and not a gentile (see on v. 2). 

— éxarovrdpxns] a@ centurion. The Roman supremacy of 
the world being one of arms. 


“Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, memento, 
Hee tibi erunt artes, pacisque imponere morem, 
Parcere subjectis, et debellare superbos,”’ 

(Virg. Ain. vi. 852,) 


—therefore the first-fruits of the Gentile world, now under the 
sway of Rome, are gathered from the Roman Camp, in the seat 
of government of the Roman Procurator; and so the victorious 
power of the Gospel is made more visible, and the triumph of 
Christ more glorious. 

This was a prelude of the future triumphs of Christianity at 
Rome, and in the Roman world. In the conversion of Cornelius 
at Caesarea, we may see a prophetic intimation of the submission 
of the Great Fourth Monarchy, the Mistress of the Gentile world, 
and of the subjection of the military Empire of Rome to the mild 
yoke of the Gospel. 

— oxelpns —"Irariucijs] of the Ilalian band. Cohorse Italica, 
levied in Italy, and distinguished from the Syrian cohorts of 
Ceesares. This Cohort is probably referred to in the ancient 
Inscription in Gruter, 434, ‘‘ COHORS MIL. ITALIC. VOLUNT. QUE 
EST IN SYRIA.” See Akermann, pp. 33, 34. 

2. evoeAhs nal PoBotpevos roy Gedy] i. e. a worshipper of One 
God, in eonfradistinction to polytheists and idolaters; not how- 
ever a proselyte, but a Gentile, one of the f@vn. See Acts x. 45; 
xi. 3; xv. 7. 14, and Ligh{foot, i. pp. 842—846. 
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— d:arayrds]} continually. See Luke xxiv. 53. 

3. dv dpduar:] in a vision: with his eyes open. What is seen 
in an 8paxa may, or may not, have an objective reality. Thus 
the Angel, who had such an existence, is here seen by Cornelius, 
év dpduari: cp. xviii. 9; but the sheet seen by St. Peter in his 
ecstasy (v. 10; cp. xi. 5) is also called an 3paua here, ov. 17. 19. 

— Gpay dvdrny] the ninth hour. St. Luke in the Acts notes 
several important events as taking place at the ninth hour (see 
iii. 1; x. 30: cf. Luke xxiii. 44), the hour of our Lord’s death ; 
prefigured by the daily sacrifice,—‘ the evening sacrifice,’’— 
offered at that hour. Cp. Dan. ix. 21, ‘‘ Whiles I was speaking 
in prayer, the man Gabriel touched me about the time of the 
evening oblation.” 

In the case of Cornelius, it may have been intimated pro- 
videntially by this and other incidents, that though it was not now 
necessary for him to conform to the ceremonial of the Levitical 
Law—which was figurative and prophetical of Christ—yet he 
must not therefore suppose that the Levitical Law was not of 
Divine Institution, as well as the Gospel. 

5. wai viv wéupov] and now send men to Joppa; and send for 
Simon who ie surnamed Peter. See above on ix. 6 and 43, for 
the argument thence to be derived for the necessary uses of an 
appointed Ministry of the Word and Sacraments. 

Hence also the Fathers infer the insufficiency of what are 
called moral virtues, alms, and prayers, and even a theoretical 
knowledge of religious evidence, such as Cornelius had (see wv. 37 
— 43), without profession of faith in Christ, and reception into 
His Church; wherever these things may be had. See Severian 
here, and the Expositors of the XX XIX Articles, Art. xii. xviii. 

But to those who, like Cornelius, use aright what they have 
by natural light, more is offered by God. See Ammontus here. 
Cornelius is represented as a person who profited, as far as he 
could, by the light of Reason and natural Theology. His case, 
therefore, is an evidence that God did not ‘‘ leave Himself without 
a witness ”’ in the Gentile world (Acts xiv. 17), corrupt as it was, 
especially at that time—the age of Tiberfus and Caligula—and 
sunk almost to the lowest degree of demoralization, particularly 
in the city, the camp, and the court. 

Still, Reason, Conscience, and Natural Light, were not ex- 
tinct. The Moral Law was still in force ; ‘the Gentile world was 
responsible to God for the use it made of those gifts (see Rom. ii. 
14, and Barrow, Serm. lxxi. vol. iii. p. 367); and to those who 
used them aright, greater degrees of light and grace were vouch- 
safed by God. 

Thus it would appear that a difference will be made hereafter 
between those heathens who have, and those who have not, lived 
up to the law under which they were placed by God. . 

The following paragraphs from one of Dr. Barrow’s excel- 
lent Sermons on Universal Redemption (Serm. lLxxiii.) are per- 
tinent to this and other like operations of God, as related in the 
Acts of the Apostles. 

‘“‘ Christ enjoined His Disciples, in their travels for the pro- 
mulgation and propagation of the Gospel, to inquire concerning 
the worthiness or fitness of persons, and accordingly to make 
more close applications to them: Into what city or village ye 
enter, inguire who therein ie worthy (Matt. x. 11), and entering 
in abide there. 

‘* Of this proceeding we have a notable instance in Cornelius, 
who for his honest piety (correspondent to the proportion of 
knowledge vouchsafed him) was 80 acceptabie to God, that in re- 
gard thereto he obtained from Him the revelation of truth in s 
peculiar and extraordinary manner. And S¢. Paul was another 


most remarkable example thereof; who for the like reason was so 
wonderfully called, as himself intimates, describing himself to 
have been (yjAwrhs @eod, zealously affected toward God, accord- 
ing to the righteousness in the law blameless (Acts xxii. 3; 
xxiii. 1); one that bad continually behaved himself with all good 
conscience toward God (Phil. iii. 6. Acts xxvi. 9. Gal. i. 14); 
who even in the persecution of God’s truth did proceed with an 
honest meaning, and according to his conscience; for which cause 
he saith that God had mercy on him, foreseeing how willingly he 
would embrace the truth, and how earnestly promote it. We 
may also observe how, in the Acts of the Apostles, the Holy 
Spirit commonly directed the Apostles to such places where a 
competent number of people were well disposed to receive the 
truth (Acts xxvi. 1. 1 Tim. i. 3), who were e6@ero: els th» Bact- 
Aclay roU @eot (Luke ix. 62), well disposed to the kingdom of 
heaven; such people as the Bereans, men ingenuous and tracta- 
ble, who consequently entertained the word with all promptitude 
and alacrity. (Acts xvii. 11; xxviii. 22.) 

‘‘To such persons God sometimes, by extraordinary revels- 
tion, directed the Apostles to preach; as to the Corinthians, in 
respect of whom the Lord spake to St. Paul in a vision, saying, 
Fear not, but speak, and be not silent; for I am with thee, be- 
cause woAts éorl por Aads, there is for Me much people in this 
city (Acts xviii. 9,10); much people whom I see disposed to 
comply with My truth. So in behalf of the Macedonians, a cer- 
tain man of Macedonia was in a vision seen by St. Paul, ex- 
horting him and saying, Passing into Macedonia, help us. (Acts 
xvi. 9. 

rans, on one hand, doth God take special care that His 
truth be manifested to such as are fitly qualified to embrace it and 
use it well; thus is God ready to make good that answer of 
Pothinus (Bishop of Lyons, and immediate successor to St. Ire- 
neeus) to the Prefect, who asking him, who was the Christians’ 
God, was answered, fy fs &itos, yrdop, If thou be worthy, thou 
shalt know (Euseb. v. 1); thus, as the Wise Man divinely saith, 
the Divine Wisdom goeth about seeking such as are worthy of 
her; showeth herself favourable unto them in their ways, and 
meeteth them in every thought. (Wisd. vi. 16.) 

‘¢On the other hand, that God withholds the special disco- 
veries of His truth, upon account of men’s indispositions and 
demerits, may likewise very plainly appear. We may suppose our 
Lord to have observed Himself, what He ordered to His Disciples, 
Not to give that which is holy to dogs, nor to cast pearls before 
swine. (Matt. vii. 6.) See below, xvi. 6, 7. 

— "Iéexnv] Joppa. The ancient Philistine city, where Jonah 
had embarked in his endeavour to escape from the presence of 
God, and from the task of executing the divine commission against 
Nineveh (Jonah i. 3), is now to be made the scene of a divine 
vision, revealing God’s gracious dispensations to the Gentile 
world. Contrast Jonas and Bar-Jonas here. 

6. Bupcei] a tanner: a trade in low esteem among the Jews, 
and regarded as little better than unclean. See the authorities 
in Wetst. Observe, therefore, Peter’s humility. 

— @draccay] Elz. adds otros AaAfioe: cot th oe Bet woreiy, 
which is not found in A, B, C, E, G, H, and other MSS., nor in 
Vulg. and other Versions; and was probably introduced from 
ch. xi. 14. Cp. ix. 6; xxii. 10. 

9. d8o:ropotyray] as they were journeying. The distance 
from Caesarea to Joppa was thirty Roman miles. 

— 7d 3apa] the house-top. See on Matt. xxiv. 17. Luke v. 
19; xvii. 31, and Valck. here. 
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Pare Spay exrny] the sixth hour. The stated hour of prayer. 
iii. 1. 

10. yeboacOa:) to tasle (food). Hence in the modern lan- 
guage of Greece, yetua and xpéyevua mean dinner and breakfast. 
*“*Respondet Hebreorum verbo ppp cui modo addant nomen 
om) ut 1 Sam. xiv. 25, ubi Alexandrini, éyedcaro was 5 Aads 
Eprov’ modd ors nudé ponunt. quod saltem ita posuerunt Judei 
recentiores, v. Burtorfii Lex. Chald. sub h.v. Etiam verbo >in 
apud Hebreeos modo jungitur ond modé simpliciter ponitur, v. 
Gen. xliii. 25. 1 Regg. xix. 5.7. Sic etiam legitur ap. Appian. 
bell. civ. lib. ii. p. 799, de Catone: wep! éowdpay duc) Aovrpa nal 
Seixvov fy xade(duerds re éyeveto, circa vesperam lotus cena- 
bat, et sedens cibum capiebat. (Joseph. Ant. vii. 15.) Saulum 
regem cuynvdynxacey 7 yuvh yetoad Gas.” (Kuin.) 

— wapacxevaldyrwv aliray] Peter was hungering for bodily 
food, and the servants were making it ready for him. But at this 
time God was preparing for him spiritual food. Peter was to be 
the instrument for receiving the Gentiles into the body of the 
Church (see on v. 13); and therefore at this instant God invites 
him to partake of the animals in the sheet let down from heaven, 
and the messengers of Cornelius arrive. As Aug. says (Serm. 
266), ‘‘ Non Petro carnalis cibus affertur, sed mundatus Curnelius 
nuntiatur.”’ 

— éyévero] So A, B,C, E, and others. Elz. éwéxecey. 

— &sracis] ecstasy. The highest kind of spiritual revelation. 

There are seven extraordinary modes and degrees in which 
God revealed Himself in ancient times; 

I. Dreams. 

2. Apparitions to the person when awake. 

3. Visions to him when asleep. 

4. Voices from heaven. 

5. Urim. 

6. Inspiration, or revealing to the ear, 

7. Rapture, or ecstasy, when the mn was in the Spirit 
(Rev. i. 10. Acts xxii. 17), and this was the highest degree of all. 
See Lightfoot here, i. p. 844. 

ll, 12. Gewpe? roy obpavdy dveqypévoy, xal kataBaivoy oxevdéds Tt 
—Tov obpavov] he beholds the heaven opened, and a certain vessel 
coming down, as a yreat sheet. See below, xi. 5—10, where 
St. Peter says, el8oy xataBaivoy oxeids ri, &s d0dyny peydAny 
Tégoapolw apyais Kaltenévny éx Tod obpavod, kal HAVey Expis euov. 

The words Se8eudévov, xal are not found in A, B, E, and 
some Versions. 

-—— oxevos} A word of wide signification for any vessel. Heb. 
9. See above, ix. 15. 

— 60dvnv] linen sheet. owddéva (Hesych.), a linteam; d0éva: 
(cp. 60ovfa, John xix. 40) are explained in Hesych. by wepi- 
BéaAaa. Cp. Luke xxiv. 12. John xx.5—7. Linen is generally 
seen in Scripture as connected with what is sacred, holy, and 
pure; and it is not liable to be moth-eaten ; ‘‘ hence,’’ says Aug., 
‘this linen sheet is a fit emblem of the Church.” 

— dpxais] beginnings: applied to the letting down of ropes or 
cords, as Wetst. and Vailck. have shown; and after them Kuin., 
who says “ dpy? dicitur omne guod extremum esi in aligud re, 
sic de funis extremitate legitur ap. Diod. Sic. t. i. p. 109, dpx> 
oxowvlov. Lucian. t. iii. p. 83, 3ecuav dpxds. Eurip. Hippol. 
772, wAexras weioudtray adpxdas, ubi v. Markland. Herodot. 
iv. 60, omdcas Thy dpyhy Tov arpdpou ubi v. Valck.”’ 

The vessel or linen sheet here represent the Church Universa! 
throughout the world. Its demission from heaven bespeaks its 
being from God the Father of all. Its four beginnings (apxal)— 
a word happily chosen—let down from heaven, show that its 
origin is from heaven; and that it hangs suspended on the divine 
Power and Love; and they represent its comprehensiveness and 
extension to the four winds of heaven. See Matt. xxiv. 31, and 
cp. the réocapes ywrla: rijs yijs, Rev. vii. 1; xx. 8. 

Quatuor lines, discum continentes, et quibus dependebat, 
sunt quatuor orbis cardines, vel quatuor pgrtes orbis terrdrum, 
per quas tenditur Ecclesia Catholica, que ubique diffusa est. 
Augustine (Serm 149 and 266). 

Some ancient Expositors (e. g. Gicumen.) speak of the four 
dpxal (properly deginnings ; “ initia,’’ Vulg.) that support the 
Vessel—which symbolizes the Church Universal—as a prophetical 

Vou. 1.— Parr II. 


emblem of the Four Gospels, proclaiming the knowledge of Christ 
to the Four Corners of the world, and bringing many from the 
East and from the West, from the North and from the South, to 
sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God 
(Luke xiii. 29. Matt. viii. 11). 

This suggestion deserves consideration. And it is not un- 
worthy of remark, that each of the Four Gospels commences with 
a reference to their tnitiafory character as describing the begin- 
ning of the new Creation in Christ, which is eternal; as the Old 
Testament, which is the record of the Old Creation, opens in 
Genesis with—“ In the beginning God created Heaven and Earth,” 
i. e. the visible heavens and the earth, which have an end ; 

This initial character of the Gospels is declared by the word 
&px or &pxoua: at the beginning of each of the Four, thus,— 

Matt. iv. 17, Hptaro 4b Inaots xnptowew. 

Mark i. 1, apy ebayyeAlov *Inoov Xpirrod. 

Luke i. 2, of ax dpyijs abrdéwras. 

iii. 23, Ay doel ray rpidxovta dpxdpevos, i. e. at the 
beginning of his Ministry. 

Johni. |, dvapxi qv d Adyos. 

Hence in the opening of the Acts of the Apostles, as if to 
mark that the Gospel is the Beginning of the new life which 
never ends, St. Luke says (i. 1), ov Hptaro 5 "Incots woety re 
xa) 8:8doxesy, in reference to its History. See the note there. 

Lastly, the sacred Canon of both Testaments closes with the 
words, "Eyé eiut 7d A xal 7d 0, "Apx? wal TéAos (Rev. xxii. 13). 

The Gospel, as thus viewed, both supports and elevates the 
Charch ; it is that by which the invisible Hand of God maintains 
and keeps it together, and by which He raises it to heaven. 

It may indeed be objected, that the Four Gospels had not 
then all been written. No; nor had the Vessel of the Church 
been extended to all the world: nor, as yet, had it enclosed any 
unclean animals. The vision was not a History of the Past; but 
it was a Prophecy of the Future extending forward to all time. 

This symbol is not unlike to that of the Four Evangelical 
Cherubim in Ezekiel and the Apocalypse, on which the Spirit of 
God rides, as on a chariot-like throne, into all lands. See above, 
Introduction to the Gospels, p. xli. 

' The “four-footed beasts,’ &c., are representatives of all 
Nations. Observe the definite Article rd. And in this respect . 
S. Augustine (c. Faust. xii. 15) compares it to the Ark, another 
figure of the Church, because commensurate with the world: 
‘“‘Cuncta genera animalium in Arcd clauduntur, sicut omnes 
Gentes; quas etiam Pefro demonstratus ille discus significat ; 
omnes Gentes, que pertinent ad quatuor partes orbis terre qué 
disseminatur Ecclesia, quam significant guatuor lineew, quibus 
Vas illud connectebatur.”’ 

The sheet, which was let down from heaven to earth, was 
drawn up again (dveAfpén, v. 16; dverwdaOn, xi. 10) into 
heaven, showing that all are designed by God to be inheritors of 
heaven, all are dexrol @e@ in Christ (x. 34, 35). 

This act of drawing up also shows, that after the pilgrimage 
of the Church Militant on earth, it will be received up and glo- 
rified in heaven. “ Post hujus seeculi conversationem, qua per 
Fidem et Baptismum mundata peregrinatur Ecclesia, ccelestis 
habitatio felix et eterna sequitur.” (Bede.) 

Compare Rev. xxi. 2, where the Holy City, the new Jeru- 
salem, the Church glorified, is seen coming down from heaven. 

13. Ovcov nal pdye] slay and eat. The act of eating is here 
represented as figurative of receiving into communion or incorpo- 
ration ; 

The prophet Ezekiel (iii. }) and St. John (Rev. x. 9) are 
commanded to eaé a roll or book, in order to receive its spirit and 
its words into themselves. So Peter is commanded to eat 
these animals, in order that he may know that the Gentiles age to 
be incorporated through his ministry into the Church, or body of 
Christ ; 

‘‘ Occide et manduca, ut interficiatur in jis vita preterita et 
transeant in corpus tuum, tanquam in novam vitam societatis 
Ecclesiee ; ut tanquam mundus cibus incorporentar Ecclesit,” 
S. Aug. Serm. 149. ‘‘Occide in gentibus quod erant, et fac quod 
es,” Bede. : 

Here then “Petras figuram gestat Ecclesie,” and according | 
to Christ’s promise (Matt. xvi. 19) he is to be va agent in 
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opening the door of the Church, or Kingdom of Heaven, to all 
Nations by the Keys of the Word and Sacraments. He is to be 
Christ’s instrument for incorporating the Gentiles in the Church 
by communion with them. 

14. ob3érore—way xowdv] On the Hebraism od was — none, 
see Matt. xxiv. 22. 

On the Levitical distinction between clean and unclean 
animals, and on the moral purposes of it, see Aug. Serm. 149. 4, 
and Rev. Wm. Jones (of Nayland), “ Zoologia Ethica,’’ Works, 
ii. 107. 

The Jewish Rabbis allowed that in the time of the Messiah 
no animals would be unclean. See R. Moyses and R. Salomon 
on Gen. ix. 8. 

16,18. dovh wdraw ex 8evrdpov—én) rpls] It was done three 
times, for greater assurance, and for more solemn admonition. 
Repetition is usual in divine Visions and Prophecies, Gen. xii. 
28—32; xxxvii.6—10. So in Daniel’s Visions (Dan. ii. and vii.) 
the same thing is represented twice. 

See above, Introduction to the Gospels, p. xlv, on Repe- 
tition as a characteristic of Inspiration; and below, the Introduc- 
tion to the Book of Revelation. 

S. Chrys. and &. Aug. (Serm. 149) suggest another reason 
why it is mentioned that this linen sheet, held by its four corners, 
was let down three times. The whole world as a Church is 
purified and cleansed by God; and this cleansing is effected by 
immersion in the waters of Baptism in the Name of the Holy 
Trinity. ‘In Nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spirits Sancti, cre- 
dentes innovantur, ut pertineant ad communionem sanctorum.”’ 
So also Gicumen. 

The four corners intimate the extension of the Church to 
the Four Winds of heaven ; and the multiplication of the number 
Four into the other number here specified, Three, produces the 
number 7welve, which is specially characteristic of the Church of 
Christ, extended to the Four Quarters of the Globe, and baptized 
in the Name of the Zrinify by the ministry of the Zwelve Apos- 
ties and their successors, and militant here on earth, and glorified 
hereafter in heaven. See above on Matt. x. 2, and Augustine, 
quoted there, and cp. Rev. vii. 5—8; xii. 1; xxi. 12. 14. 16. 21; 
xxii. 2. 


15. & 5 @eds exaddpice] what God did cleanse. Observe the: 


aorigt éxaSdpice. God cleansed all Nations by one single act. 
He Cleansed the Gentiles who were unclean according to the Law, 
by the Blood of His dear Son, shed once for all on the cross. 
S. Ireneus in Caten. Cp. Eph. ii. 13. 16. Acts xv. 9. 

— ph xolyov] do not call common, do not deem unclean,—p} 
&xdOaprov vouile. (Hesych.) 

On koivds, common, profane, unclean, see Mark vii.21. This 
usage of language, when a person is said to make what he treats 
as made, is very common, especially in prophecy—“ ubi res dici- 
tur fieri, quando facienda prenuntiatur.”’ Isa. vi. 10. Jer. i. 10. 


Ezek. xliii. 3. Zech. xi. 18. See Glass. Phil. p. 364—6, and 
Vatck. here, who refers to Thom. Mag., yevvg 4 TAdtow roy 
obpaydy, i. e. yeyyntoy Aéyer. So in Levit. xiii. 3. 13.17, the 
Priest, who declares the Leper unclean or the contrary, is said 
pialvew and xadapl (ew. 

19. elwe rd IIvevua) the Spirit said, a proof of the personality 
of the Holy Ghost. Cp. xiii. 2. 4, for another proof of the Divi- 
nity and Personality of the Holy Ghost, and see Gcumen. 

20. éyd axdéoradxa atrrots] I have sent them. What God 
does, that the Spirit is said to do. (CArys.) The Spirit is God. 

21. rots &yBpas] Elz. adds robs dwerradpévous awd Tov 
KopynAlou xpbs abréy. But this is not in A, B, C, D, and other 
MSS., nor in Vulg. and other Versions, 

22. €xpnyuariodn] was commanded as by an oracle (xpnorhpior). 
See Matt. ii. 12. Cornelius had therefore related the Vision to 
others, before he knew of any result from it. An answer to the 
objections of those who suppose that the Vision was a delusion, 
or contrived after the event; a remark which will not be deemed 
unnecessary by those, who are, in any degree, familiar with the 
cavils of scepticism against the historic veracity of the superna- 
tural agency revealed in this divine book. 

23. TH ewatpioy] on the morrow. He waits from soon after 
noon (v. 9) till the next day. There are no marks of a heated 
imagination here. St. Peter had seen a Vision; and he hears of 
another Vision of an Angel desiring that he should be sent for to 
Cesarea. But he waits till the morrow. Though by natural 
temperament he was eager and forward, the Holy Spirit in him 
was a Spirit of caution and circumspection, prudence and wisdom ; 
not of rashness and haste. 

25. ds dyévero tov eloerAGeiy] Elz. omits rov, but it is found 
in A, B, C, E, and other MSS., and bas been received by recent 
Editors. 

It has been alleged by some (e. g. Meyer, p. 203) that such 
an use of rov before an infinitive is unauthorized, and is a gram- 
matical error, incapable of analysis, and is to be ascribed to an 
oversight of the writer, either in composition or transcription. 
But it is not without example. See Luke xvii. 1, dvévdexrdv dors 
TOU ph €AGetv oxndyBara. 

And these two remarkable instances of this construction 
connect the Author of the third Gospel with the Writer of the 
Acts. And thus the rarity of the combination has its use in 
supplying evidence to the student of Scripture. 

One or two other instances of the use may be seen in 
Winer, § 44, p. 293. The analysis of the expression does not 
seem difficult. The phrase means, ‘‘ When the hour arrived, 80 
long expected, of Peter’s arrival.” In like manner, the other 
kindred expression in St. Luke’s Gospel may be explained (xvii. 1), 
dvévSexrdy dort Tov uh eAGeiv ra oxndydada, i.e. the time of the 
non-existence of offences ia not admissible in this world, it is to 
be looked for only in the world to come. 
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— xpocextynoev] he worshipped. Such homage, not un- 
common among Orientals, was unknown to the countrymen of 
Cornelius, Romana, except in divine worship, and was therefore 
forbidden by St. Peter in the words ‘‘ Stand up; I aleo am a 
man,’’ not a superior spirit. : 

St. Peter, great as he was, would not permit any one, even 
a heathen, to do this. What then shall we say of other men who 
allow it? aske Ammonius here. And what shall we say of him 
who calls himself St. Peter's successor, and yet seats himself on 
the high Altar of St. Peter’s Church, in order that his feet may 
be kissed by Bishops and others, bowing and kneeling before 
him? See the Ceremoniale Romanum, iii. 1. 1, and other Ro- 
man authorities quoted in the Editor’s Lectures on the Apo- 
calypse, pp. 339. 340, 2nd ed. Appendix, pp. 163, 164, and 
below, notes on the Apocalypse, chap. xiii. 

27. xal cuvoy:AGy] Peter not only declined the xpooxdyna:s, 
or adoration, but entered in with Cornelius, and conversed with 
him side by side, thus showing his humility, and also his com- 
pliance with the divine revelation, that he should consider no man 
common or unclean. On duidciv, to speak, used only by St. Luke 
in this sense, see Luke xxiv. 14, 15. Acts xx. 11; xxiv. 26. 

80. awd rerdprns iudpas] four days ago. So 2 Cor. viii. 10; 
ix. 2, dwd wépuoi, a year ago. Cp. John xi. J8; xxi. 8. 

— pwéxps Tabrns THs Spas] i.e. to three o’clock. See chap. x. 3. 

— &pay] Omitted by A, B,C, D. And it is probable that (as 
Bornemann observes) ¢vvdrny is a gloss upon taérns; and that 
the true reading is ynorevwy xal mpocevxduevos. 

— drhp] aman. So modest is Cornelius, he does not call him 
an angel who had praised him so highly, and yet by the purport 
of his words he represents him as coming from évémioy Tov 
cov. (Chrys.) Cp. i. 10. 

81. 4 xpocevx4] See the power of Prayer. (Chrys.) 

$3. xaA@s éxolyoas] An observable phrase. It is not the 
language of appronal, on the Centurion’s part, of St. Peter’s con- 
duct. This would ill have accorded with his humility. But it is 
an idiomatic and elegant expression of courtesy and gratitude—a 
‘‘welcome.”’ ‘ Bené est quod venisti—multum amo te.” As 
Casaubon on Cicero, ad Att. i. 1, observes, it has been often 
rendered erroneously. Cp. St. Paul's words, Phil. iv. 14. 2 Pet. 
i. 19. 3 John 6. See Vailck. here. 

85. 8exrds] = 1¥}), from yisy, voluntas (cp. dpéoxw, dpecrds), 
to be translated acceptable, capable of being accepted, rather 
than actually aceepted. (Severian, Caten. p. 173.) No one is 
accepted, except dv tg tryaxrnuévy, Eph.i.6. (See Chrys. and 
others here.) Cp. Luke iv. 24. Phil. iv. 18. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 

In Him, and Him alone, all Nations are bleased. As Bengel 
says well, ‘‘ Non indifferentismus Religionum, sed indifferentia 
Nationum, hic asseritur.’”’ Cp. Art. XVIII. of the Church of 


England. 


86. roy Adyor x.7.A.] As Meyer and Winer observe, the three 
clauses, roby Adyor v. 36, Td yevduevoy pia v. 37, "Incovy roy 
Na(wpaioy, seem to be put in apposition, and to depend on dpeis 
ofgare, and ovrés dori xdyrwv Kuipios is introduced parentheti- 
cally. So the Authorized Version. ‘Pyjyza means more than Adyos. 
Adyos is the Word; but pia ie the Matter or thing declared by 
the Word (see Luke i. 37; ii. 15); and 7d pijua yervduevor x. 
6.7.1. is the matter published which came or was proclaimed 
through all Jewry. 

Vaick. compares the similar structure in another speech of 
the same Apostle, Acts ii. 22—36. 

We may also compare a similar remarkable transition from 
Adyos to piya in an Epistle of this same Apostle, St. Peter, 
speaking of Christ preached. See | Peter i. 24—25. 

It has indeed been said by some, that Cornelius could not have 
known the facts here mentioned. But let it be remembered, that 
he was quartered at Cesarea,—a centurion of the Italian band, — 
and probably had often attended the Roman Procurator, who 
resided at Ceesarea, in the periodical visits which he made to 
Jerusalem, to be present at the annual Jewish festivals for the 
purpose of maintaining order there. 

He might have conversed with other soldiers who had been 
there on those occasions. He might have conversed with the 
faithful Centurion of Capernaum (Luke vii. 2—9), perhaps with 
the Centurion who stood at the Cross (Matt. xxvii. 54. Luke 
xxiii. 47), perhaps with the soldiers who had watched the se. 
pulchre, and had been affrighted by the earthquake, and thus 
have heard of the Resurrection. 

Besides (as Chrys. suggests), this speech was not only in- 
tended for Cornelius and his friends, but also for the Jews who 
were with Peter, and to whom he appeals as witnesses of what he 
says, and it was designed to justify his own communion with the 
Gentiles. 

Accordingly, it is observable that St. Peter is careful to 
represent the Jews as receiving, by virtue of their prerogative, 
the first offer of the Gospel from Christ. The word, he says, 
sr sent to the children of Jerael ; tnpet rhy ebyéveray rots "lov- 

ais. 

“In this speech (says Bede) St. Peter briefly sams up all 
the articles of the Creed, viz. that Jesus is the Christ, the Lord 
of all; sent to reconcile the world to God; preached by the 
Baptist ; anointed by the Spirit; manifested in miracles by God 
dwelling in Him; crucified; raised from the dead; seen alive 
after His Resurrection; and the Future Judge of all at the end 
of the world; and that He will extend His Church by Faith 
throughout the World.’ See also p. 114 of the Rev. F. C. Cook's 
edition of the Acts; containing many excellent practical and 
devotional suggestions. 
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87. dptduevov] A, C, D, E; H have dpidueros, but compare 
Luke xxiv. 47. 

38. %xpicev] a preparation for the word Xpioriavol, xi. 26. 

41, ofrives cvveddyouey] us who ate with them. See S. Ig- 
natiue ad Smyrn. 3 (who seems to refer to these words of 
St. Peter)—perda rhy dvdoracivy cuvépayey abtois nal obv- 
éwiey. 

See also the note of Severus, Archbishop of Antioch, here (in 
Catend, p. 188), who calls this eating of our Lord, after His Resur- 
rection, xaivhy Bpwoiw, because ob xara xpelav Upaye wal Exey, 
GAAG microvueros Kal ériBerxvbev Tois oixelors wabyrais, xa) Tots 
pera ravtra Set xelywy (read 3:4 xelyav) moredvew uédAAovor ThY 
GAnOH dtow Tov odparos, 4 Kal wéwovdev Exdy, Kal dvdorn Oeo- 
wpenas, waytaxd0ew dwedabvay rhy rijs exapdrov Soxfhoews 
(the heresy of the Docet@) nal gavraclas drdvoiay. 

42. xpirhs] Judge. On the certainty of a Future Judgment, 
see Barrow'se Sermon on this text, vol. v. 129—160. 

44. &: Aadovyros] while he was yet speaking. See the dis- 
pensation of God. He did not allow Peter to finish his speech, 
and to command them to be baptized. But God anticipated him, 
and showed that He knew their Aear/s; and the Holy Spirit 
came, and so provided an answer and defence for St. Peter against 
those who would charge him with surrendering the privileges of 
the Jews, and with a breach of the Law of God by communion 
with the Gentiles. (Chrys.) 

44—46. dxéxece rd Myvetpa 1d &ytov—dAadrobyrwy yAdcoas] 
the Holy Spirit fell on them, as the Holy Spirit fell at the day 
of Pentecost on the Apostles. See xi. 15,16. He fell on them 
while Peter was preaching the Word; and thus the Word was 
confirmed; and He fell on them while hearing the Word. And 
they who were present heard them speak with tongues — 


‘¢ Spiritus almus 
Indulgens varias opulento munere linguas 
Implevit sine more domum,” (Arator,) 


—showing by the same sign that the same gift was bestowed on 
them who were Gentiles at Ceesarea, as had been vouchsafed to 
the first believers at Jerusalem; and that therefore the Holy 
Spirit is not limited to place, time, or person, but is offered to all 
persons, in all places, at all times. 

It is, indeed, affirmed by some (e. g. Meyer, p. 210), that 
this manifestation at Caesarea was altogether different from that 
at Jerusalem, on the day of Pentecost: and, that the expression 
yAdooas AaXeiy, as used here and in xix. 6, and 1 Cor. xiv. 18, 
does not mean “‘to speak in foreign languages,’ as it does in 
Acts ii. 4, but it means only to speak with /ongues not guided or 
controlled by the vous, or reason of the speakers, but moved by 
the Holy Ghost. 

But this theory destroys the force of St. Peter’s subsequent 
argument and comment on this manifestation. See Acts xi. 15. 
17, where he states that as he began to speak, the Holy Ghost 
fell on them (i. e. on the Gentile Cornelius and on his companions) 
as on us at the beginning. Then remembered I the Word of the 
Lord, how that He said, ‘‘ John indeed baptized with water, but 


ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.’’ Here St. Peter com- 
prehends Cornelius in the same promise with the Apostles ; and 
he adds, ‘‘ Forasmuch then as God gave them (he like gift as He 
did unto us, what was I that I could withstand God ?”’ 

Since, then, the disciples at Jerusalem, at Pentecost, had the 
power of speaking in foreign tongues, Cornelius and the Gentiles 
with him at Ceesarea bad the same power also. 

It is indeed probable, that this power of speaking foreign 
languages was not long continued to those who had not, like the 
Apostles, occasion to use them in preaching to foreign nations. 

But if Cornelius and his Gentile companions had not received 
the same spiritual gift as the Apostles received at first, it never 
would have been inferred by St. Peter, or have been acknowledged 
by the Jewish Christians, as it was, that the Genfiles were to be 
admitted to the same spiritual privileges as those of the Circum- 
cision, who believed in Christ. See xi. 18. 

Besides, as Aug. observes (Serm. 99), there was another 
reason for this gift to the Geniiles, as well as to the Jews and 
Proselytes, in the first age of the Church: ‘ Tunc (i.e. in the 
first age of the Church) sic dabatur Spiritus Sanctus, ut etiam 
appareret datus. Qui enim Eum accipiebant linguis omniaum 
gentium loquebantur, ut significarent Ecclesiam, in gentibus, 
linguis omnium locaturam.” 

46. fjxovoy] they were hearing them speak with tongues; the 
imperfect tense marks continuance. Cp. what is said of the 
miracle at Pentecost itself, ii. 6. 

47. phri rd S3wp xwdrAtca 8. 7r.] Now that they have received 
the Spirit, can any man forbid the water of Baptism (rd 5dwp), 
which is necessary for their reception into the Church ; i 
to Christ’s saying, “‘ Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God ?”’ (John iii. 5.) 
A reply, by anticipation, to those Jewish Christians who would 
have forbidden baptism to the Genfiles. (Chrye.) 

‘Non dicit, habent Spiritaum, ergo agua carere possant’’ 
(Benge!) : but he commands them to be baptized; a warning to 
Quakers and others, who profess that they have the Spirit, and 
do not therefore need the oufward means of grace. St. Peter 
teaches them to invert the argument. If men have the Spirit, 
they ought also to have the water; and if men refuse the water, 
it may be presumed that they have not the Spirit. 

Two important questions arise here :— 

(1) Why were these converts not baptized first, before the 
Holy Spirit was given ? 

(2) If the Holy Spirit was given, as we have seen it was, 
before Baptism,—is Bapliem necessary,—and is Confirmation 
necessary,—for the reception of the Holy Ghost ? 

These questions have been considered and answered by the 
Ancient Fathers as follows :— 

(1) Probably St. Peter would not have readily admitted 
them to Baptism, unless he had heard them prophesying, and 
had seen the Holy Ghost resting upon them. Therefore he 
asked, ‘‘Can any one forbid them the water, now that they have 
received the Holy Ghost as well as we?’’ thus persuading the 
Jews, who were with him, and intimating that unless the Holy 
Spirit had rested upon them, there would have been some who. 
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would hare forbidden them Baptism. S. Irenaeus (Caten. p. 183, 
c. Heres. iii. 12.) 

If any one inquires, How it was that Cornelius, and they 
that were with him, were allowed to receive the Holy Ghost before 
Baptism, let him know that this was with a view to the debate 
that afterwards arose, between St. Peter and those of the Circum- 
cision. S. Cyril (in Caten. p. 190.) 

This is evident from what follows in ch. xi. 2, where 8t. 
Peter shows that xwAtoa: rd S53wp would have been xwAvoat 
tov Gedy (see xi. 17). 

It appears from xi. 18, that the debate was appeased by 
reference to the fact here stated ; and it is clear, that there would 
have been a schism in the Church, unless such a divine manifesta- 
tion as the descent of the Holy Spirit, enabling them to speak 
with tongues, had been made, to authorize the act of St. Peter in 
admitting Cornelius, and other Gentiles with him, into the Church 
by Baptism. 

Hence S. Augustine says (Serm. 99), ‘Cam dubtlarent qui 
erant cum Petro, utrim incircumcisi baptizandi essent, . .. ut 
hanc Deus tolleret queestionem, cum loquitur Petrus, venit Spi- 
ritus Sanctus; implevit Cornelium, implevit illos qui cum illo 
erant; et ips attestatione rei magnee quasi clamatum est (a 
Spiritu ad Petrum) Quid de agud dubitas? jam Eco hic sum.” 

So again (Serm. 266), ‘‘ Ante Baptismum venit Spiritus 
Sanctus ; de potestate, non de necessitate. Venit anfe Baptismum 
ablutionis, ut auferret controversiam circumcisionis.”’ See also 
Aug. in Ps. xcvi. 

(2) Another reason why the Holy Ghost was given before 
Baptism, was, that it might be understvod by all, that though 
men are tied to the use of the means which God has been pleased 
to appoint for the reception of divine grace, yet God's power is not 
tied to means. As Hugo says (de Sacram. i. 5), “‘ In potestate 
Dei est preter Sacramenta hominem salvare: sed in potestate ho- 
minis non est sine istis ad salutem pervenire.”’ 

Hence it is evident, that the grace which He has given us by 
means—such as the Sacraments, and by Confirmation,—does not 
reside in, or proceed from the means, but from Him who has 
appointed the means; and that the means are only channels, and 
He is the sole source of Grace and Salvation to man. The mi- 
nister is one thing, the Ministry is another; the Author and 
Giver of all is God. 

As Chrys. says (p. 191), ‘‘ No one can forbid the Holy Spirit 
from descending, even before Baptism.” And dug. (Serm. 276), 
‘‘ Behold now the fulfilment of what our Lord says, ‘the wind 
bloweth where it listeth ’’’ (John iii. 8). And to use the words of 
Hooker (V. lvii. 4), ‘‘ It is not ordinarily God’s will to bestow 
the grace of Sacraments on any but dy the Sacraments, which 
grace they that receive by Sacraments receive from Him, and not 
from them ”’ (see also VII. vi. 10). And therefore we may add 
with him (V. lx. 4), ‘‘ If Christ Himself, who gives us salvation, 
do require Baptism, it is not for us that look for salvation, to 
examine Him whether unbaptized men may be saved; but se- 
riously to do what is required, and religiously to fear the danger 
which may grow from the want thereof.” 

(3) Indeed, it may be added, “ Exceptio probat regulam ;” 
and “ Privilegium probat Legem.”’ 

We have seen the reason of the extraordinary effusion of the 
Holy Ghost, in this special case of the first Gentile converts before 
Baptism. We find that it is a solitary case. We find also, that 
to the Jewish Converts the full effusion had not been vouchsafed 
before Baptism, nor till they were confirmed by the laying on of 
the Apostles’ hands (see above on viii. 14—17). And we find 
that other succeeding converts were baptized; and that they 
received the imposition of hands before they received the full 
effusion, visibly and audibly, of the Holy Ghost (Acts xix. 5, 6). 
And it is evident, that the Apostle St. Peter judged Baptism to be 


the Sacrament of admission into Christ’s Church ; for otherwise 
he would not have commanded these to be baptized, who had 
received visibly and audibly the gift of the Holy Ghost. See 
this point well argued by S. Cyril. Hierosolym., Cateches. iii. 
p- 41, KopyfAtsos hy dxhp Bleaos «.r.A. We do not indeed 
read, that Peter laid his hands on Cornelius and the other Gen- 
tile Converts; ,with reverence therefore it may be said, that the 
full gift of the Spirit—the Baptism of the Holy Ghost Himself— 
is specially represented by the laying on of hands, or Confirma- 
tion. This xplois TreAciwtixh had been administered in this case 
directly and immediately by the Holy Ghost, as at Pentecost; see 
Euseb. Emisen., quoted on viii. 14. But the Sacrament of Bap- 
tism which Christ had instituted, in the name of the Holy Trinity, 
had not been administered, and therefore they were baptized. 

(4) Lastly, it may be added that the reason of visible signs 
and audible sounds on hearing the Gospel and on reception of the 
Holy Ghost, in the first ages of Christianity, is to be seen in the 
need of a proof, that God gives grace, and gives it by the Word 
and Sacraments in HisChurch. That proof was given visibly and 
audibly in the earliest ages; and it is the duty of those who live 
now, to build on the faith and practice of the past, and to believe 
stedfastly, and receive thankfully, the grace given by the same 
Holy Spirit, in the ordinary means of grace, without the evidence 
of the same visible signs and audible sounds. For “ blessed are 
they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”” (John xx. 29.) 

48. xpocérate—avrovs BawricOijva:] he commanded them to 
be baptized. Christ preached ; but He administered Baptism by 
His Apostles. For the reason of which see John iv. 2. And 
after the Ascension the Apostles preached ; but they administered 
Baptism, for the most part, by the hands of inferior ministers ; 
see 1 Cor. i. 17; a passage which suggests one reason of their 
conduct in this respect,—i.e. lest they should be supposed to 
be desirous of forming sects of those whom they baptized, and 
lest they who had been baptized by them respectively should say, 
‘“‘T am of Paul, I am of Cephas.” (1 Cor. i. 12—15.) 

Again; if the Apostles, who had special gifts of working 
miracles, and of giving the Holy Ghost, had baptized with their 
own hands, it might have been thought by some that the grace of 
Baptism came from them, who administered it, and not from Him 
Whose Baptism it is, and so an error with regard to Baptism be 
propagated. 

Besides; after their death it might have been imagined, that 
Baptism had lost some of its efficacy, being no longer admi- 
nistered by those who were called by Christ, and had received ex- 
traordinary graces of the Holy Ghost; and so the Sacrament of 
Baptism, which God has instituted for the remission of sins, and 
for reception into the Church in all ages and countries of the 
world, might fall into discredit and disuse. 

Therefore the Apostles did not usually baptize with their 
own hands; but it would be a great mistake thence to infer, with 
some persons, that Baptism is of minor account. On the con- 
trary, these considerations show the importance of that Sacra- 
ment. 


Cu. XI. 2. d:explvovro) they were disputing. See on x. 47. 
4—12. aptduevos—diaxpivduevor] See the same narrative, 
almost in the same words, above, x. 9—16. 

A remarkable instance of Repetition; showing the import- 
ance of the subject; and that the Holy Spirit does not disdain to 
use the same or similar words in relating the same events. Com- 
pare the Repetitions of the account of St. Paul’s conversion in 
this book, ix. 1; xxii. 6; xxvi. J2. 

These Repetitions occur in one and the same Book. There 
is therefore no reason for surprise that the Holy Spirit should 
repeat in one Gospel what He had said in another. See Intro. 
duction to the Gospels, pp. xlv, xlvi. 
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18. roy &yyeAov] The Angel, of which you have already heard 
from others. The circumstances of the vision of Cornelius, which 
were recounted by him in the presence of many (x. 24. 30. 45), 
must have been notorious at Jerusalem. 

16, phyaros rod Kuplou—BarriabhcecGe dv Ty. &.] See on 
i. 5. 

17. dy 82 rls Hunv, Buvards] Two questions in one. Cp. 
Luke xix. 15, rls ri éxpayparevoaro; xvi. 2, rl rovro dxotw; 
Winer, G. G. § 66, p. 553. The 8 after ¢ye is omitted by A, 
D. But it was not likely to be interpolated, and it gives force to 
the question,—“' You may doubt, and debate, and censure me; 
but who waa I, to resist God ?” 

— xwrioa roy @cdy] See on x. 47. 

19. of pév ody S:acwapéyres] A recapitulation. See viii. 1. 

— én) Erepdvy] upon Stephen. So G, H, and probably B, 
and the great majority of cursive MSS. A, E have én) repdvyov, 
‘in the time of Stephen,’ and Vulg. ‘sub Stephano.’ Cp. ém) 
KaAavdlov, v. 28. But er) Srepdyw appears to be the true read- 
ing. éxl = super, upon Stephen, i.e. the persecution against 
him while living, and over him when dead; that persecution to 
which he gave occasion by his boldness (vi. 11), and in which he 
was killed, and which was stimulated by his preaching and death. 
His persecutors and murderers were not convinced by his miracles 
and teaching, or satisfied with his death; but having once tasted 
blood, they thirsted for other victims (see ix. 1); and yet by 
Persecution the cause of the Gospel which they persecuted was 
advanced. See viii. 1. 

— ’Avrioxelas] Antioch. On the Orontes, 120 stadia from its 
port Seleucia; founded by Seleucus Nicator, who called it from 
his father Antiochus; the residence of the Seleucid Dynasty of 
Syria; and afterwards, when under Roman rule, the residence of 
the Preses of Syria. ‘‘ Syrise metropolis, tertium inter omnes 
Romani orbis locum obtinens, hoc est post Romam et Alex- 
andriam.”’ S. Jerome ad Amos. vi. quoted by A Lap.; cp. Winer, 
R. W. B. i. 60. Howson, i. 150. Lewin, p. 107. 

20. eaddouy] they were speaking: i. e. preaching. 

— ‘EAAnnords] Hellenists. The determination of the true 
reading here concerns an important point in the history of the 
Church. 

B, D**, E, G, H, and the Cursive MSS. almost without 


exception, have ‘EAAnmeords, the reading of the received text. 
And so the tert of Chrys., Gicum., and Theophylact, and both 
the commentaries of Theophyi. p. 98 and p. 251, dia 7d ph eidévas 
"Efpaior), ‘EAAnvioras éxddouy. 

But A has “EAAnvas. 

This authority however is of less weight, because A has 
Fis ia also in ix. 29, where ‘EAAnvorrds is confessedly the true 

ing. 

D* has “EAAnvas, but its reading was afterwards altered to 
‘EAAnuords. 

The authority of several Versions (e. g. Vulg., Syriac, Coptic, 
Arabic) in this question, is not of any value; because (as 
Whitby observes, p. 463) they use the same word for “EAAnves 
and ’EAAnvieral. 

Eusebius (ii. 3) is in favour of ‘EAA4ver, and so is Chrys. in 
his exposition, pa “EAAno:w ebayyeAlCovra:, but he supposes 
the events here mentioned to be posterior to the reception of Cor- 
nelius into the Church. And so Lyranus, Caiefanus, Lorinus, 
and others. 

Many recent editors, Griesbach, Lachmann, Scholz, Tisch- 
endorf, Bornemann, Alford, have introduced “EAAnvas into the 
text. But they (with the exception of Alford) give no inter- 
pretation of the meaning which they would affix to the word. 
They may have supposed it to comprise Jewish proselytes, as 
Meyer does (p. 215 and p. 259, on chap. xiv. 1); and he ob- 
serves that the yn, Gentiles, are distinguished from the “EAAnves. 
Cp. xiii. 42; xviii. 4. 6. 

Dean Alford, in his note here, understands it as not sig- 
nifying Helleniats, but “ Gentiles uncircumcised,’’ and them 
only; and he says that ‘‘ the advocacy of the reading ‘EAAnmoras 
has mainly arisen from a mistaken view that the baptism of 
Corneliue must necessarily have preceded the conversion of all 
other Gentiles.” 

Two questions arise here— 

1. Which is the true reading, 'EAAnvords or “EAAnvas? 

2. In what sense is the true reading to be understood ? 

1. The authority of the MSS. is in favour of ‘EAAnnevas, 
and it is mainly on supposed inéernal evidence that preference has 
recently been given to “EAAnvas. 

2. It is said that the word here used, whether “EAAnves or 
"EAAnmoral, is opposed to the word "lovdalois, Jews, in v. 19, and 
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that therefore the only word that the passage admits is “EAAnvas, 
and that this word must be understood to mean Gentiles. 

But this is not certain ; 

It is true that some MSS. (A, B, and some Cursives) insert 
wa) after ¢ddAovy, but they are more than counterbalanced by 
the great preponderance of MSS.; and xa) is not admitted by 
Griesbach or Tischendory. 

If ‘EAAnmoras is the true reading, then the word "Iov3alo:s 
in v. 19 includes ‘EAAnnoras in v. 20; and the men of Cyprus, 
probably Hellenistic Jews, who had embraced the Gospel, spoke 
the Word to other Hellenistic Jews, in order that they also might 
embrace it. 

Nor would the reading “EAAnvas exclude this meaning. 

The word” EAAnves does nof always mean unbelieving heathens. 
See particularly John xii. 20, where “EAAnves came up to worship 
at Jerusalem, and Acts xiv. 1, where “EAAnves are among the 
attendants at the Jewish Synagogue. Cp. xviii. 4, and Howson, 
i. 144. 218. 262. 312. See also on xvii. 4, ceBopévwv ‘EAAfvey, 
where A, D introduce xa) before ‘EAAfvay, showing that copyists 
did not always rightly understand the word, which is there used 
for proselytes. And yet Vulg. there renders it Gentiles, the word 
which Cassiodor. has here (p. 175’. 

Still further : 

Even if “EAAnvas were the true reading, it does not seem 
probable, from internal evidence, that it can here mean the 
heathen. 

The events here described, as Alford supposes (and see his 
note on x. I, p. 99), may have been prior to the baptism of 
Cornelius. See v.19. Cp. viii. 1. 


If so, the words robs “EAAnvas cannot mean the Gentiles. 


For St. Peter, as Christ had prophesied (Matt. xvi. 18), and as 
St. Peter himself affirms, was chosen by God to be the first to 
open the door to the Gentiles (cp. Acts xv. 7). And Cornelius 
was the first-fruits of the Gentile world (xi. 1.18). And if 
these “EAAnves had been Gentiles, and if they had been the first 
Gentiles who were admitted into the Church, it is probable that 
their reception into the Church would have been authorized and 
signalized by Visions from heaven, and by other miraculous inter- 
ventions, similar to those of which we read in the history of 
Cornelius ; and those visions and interventions would noé have 
been necessary in the case of Cornelius (x. 11). And the grava- 
men of the charge of receiving uncircumcised Géntiles into the 
Church would have been directed against these men of Cyprus, 
and not, as it was, against St. Peter (xi. 2). 

If then we receive the word “EAAnvas, and translate it 
Gentiles, we must place this incident after the baptism of Cor- 
nelius. 

And this seems to have been By. Pearson’s opinion ; see his 
Ann. Paulin. ad A.D. XLI. 

But suppose now that thie reception into the Church at 
Antioch was after that of Cornelius ; 

Still it would not be certain that the word “EAAnvas means 
Gentiles here.. For we read afterwards, in xiv. 27, that Paul and 
Barnabas announced in this same city, Antioch, that God had 
opened the door of faith to the Gentiles ; 

But this would not have been news to them, if they, who 
had been converted in large numbers at Antioch (v. 24), had been 
Gentiles. 

Nor does it seem that Barnabas had as yet received a mis- 
sion to the Gentiles (see on xiii. 2). 

And if the reception of a single Gentile, Cornelius, and of a 
few with him at Cesarea, made such a commotion as it did in the 
Church, it is probable that the reception of such large multitudes 
as are here mentioned at Antioch, would have made more noise, 
if they had been Gentiles. 

On the whole it seems, 

1. That there is not sufficient evidence to justify the inser- 
tion of “EAAnvas in the text. 

2. That ‘EAAnyworas is probably the true reading. 


3. That even if “EAAnvas was written by St. Luke, it would 
not be certain that he meant by that term Gentiles only. 

4. That, if he had meant Gentiles only, he would probably 
have written rd f@vy (asx. 45; xi. 18; xiii. 46. 48; xiv. 2. 5. 
27; xv. 3. 7. 14), and not rovs “EAAnvas. Indeed it is doubtful 
whether “EAAnves, with the definitive article, is ever used in the 
N. T. for the Heathen—as opposed to the Jews. 

When then (it may be asked) was the advance here made in 
the progress of the Church ? 

It was the conversion of a large body of Hellenists or Greek- 
speaking Jews and Proselytes ; i. e of that same class which had 
been most hostile to St. Stephen, and caused his death (see vi. 
9—14, and on ix. 29). 

Hence we may see why St. Luke mentions, that they who 
converted them had been dispersed by the persecution upon 
Stephen (xi. 19). 

St. Stephen had been killed at Jerusalem by Hellenists; and 
Hellenists had attempted to kill Paul, Stephen’s persecutor, when, 
soon after his conversion, he preached Christ there (ix. 29). 
But now Hellenists are rescued from the death of sin, and brought 
to the saving knowledge of the gospel of eternal life, by some of 
those very persons who had been driven from Jerusalem by the 
persecution which Hellenists had excited, and who had come 
from Jerusalem to seek and to save them in their own homes. 

Hence also we see why Barnabas now goes to Tarsus to seek 
Saul (v. 25); how happy must have been the reconciliation 
effected between the Hellenists and him whom they had attempted 
to destroy when he preached Christ ! (ix. 29.) 

So God overruled evil for good. Here then was a great step 
forward. A victory achieved over a large number of the bitterest 
enemies of the Church; a conquest gained Jeyond the region of 
Palestine, and therefore in this respect also different from the 
successes at Jerusalem and Caesarea ; achieved in the third great 
City of the world, Antioch; and introductory to the triumphs of 
which we are about to read in the sequel, and which were mainly 
won by the agency of the great Apostle to the Gentiles, who is 
now presented to us at Antioch, St. Paul, and who is soon to be 
ordained an Apostle at Antioch, and will thenceforth proceed on his 
triumphal march till he arrives at the Capital of the world—Rome. 

In examining the important question considered in this note, 
some use has been made of an able paper by the learned Principal 
of Bishop’s College, Calcutta, the Rev. W. Kay, D.D. Calcutta, 
1856. There is also an excellent note here of Valckenaer (in his 
Schole, p. 481), and see Whitby here, and on vi. 1. 

22. BapydBay] Barnabas of Cyprus, iv. 36, and therefore 
sent to confer with the Cypriots mentioned in v. 20. 
28. xapexdde:] For he was vids wapaxAfoews. 

and ix. 27. 

— x«dyras—nxpoopéve] and he was exhorting all to cleave to 
the Lord with the (requisite) purpose of the heart. A strong 
evidence of the necessity of the concurrence of the Auman will 
with divine grace, for the salvation of men. Cp. below, xiii. 43, 
and xiv. 22. Phil. ii. 12, 13. 2 Pet. i. 10; iii. 14. 

24. arvhp dyads] a good man. Something more than 3lxatos. 
See St. Paul’s distinction, Rom. v. 7. (Ford.) 

This praise of Barnabas is remarkable. It is not usual for 
Evangelists and Apostles to praise one another. There must be 
some special reason for this exceplion ; as for that in xv. 26, and 
2 Pet. iii, 15. 

The reason probably was this,—St. Luke, the author of the 
Acts, was the friend and companion of St. Paul; and he has related 
the circumstances of the wapotvoyds and consequent separation: 
of Paul and Barnabas: see below, xv. 37—40. It might per- 
haps be supposed that St. Luke,—the friend of St. Paul,—was 
prepossessed in his favour ; and was prejudiced against Barnabas, 
There is something, therefore, very appropriate and interest- 
ing in this graceful tribute to Barnabas from St. Luke, “ He 
was a good man and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith.”’ 

25. Taprdy] Tarsus. His native city (xxii. 3), where he had 


See on iv. 36, 
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been sent by the Apostles (ix. 30),—another proof of the sincerity 
of St. Paul’s conversion, and of his courage and affection for his 
own countrymen. 

— dvalnrijca Lavrov] to seek out Saul. A similar act of 
kindness to that rendered by him to St. Paul at Jerusalem, ix. 27. 
Why Saul was now specially sought for, see on v. 20. 

26. xpnuarioa:] ‘‘(1) negotiari. (2) ita ut nomen inde adipis- 
caris. (3) denominari. Vide Rom. vii. 3, wosyadls xpnuatioe.” 

— Xpiocrtavots] Christians. This name was not given till 
about twelve years after the Ascension of Christ; in the reign of 
Claudius. Cp. Suidax, v. Xpiorsavol. Joh. Malel., who says 
that éx) Edodiou Xpiaoriavo) wvoudobncay, p. 318, ed. Mill. 

Another remarkable instance of the priority of facts to 
names, in the history of the Church. See above, on the word 
"ExxAnala v. 11, Sideovor vi. 3, and xpecBurepor xi. 30. 

The disciples did not make haste to adopt a name which 
might repel the Jews. But when time had been given to the 
Jews to examine the evidence of the case, they proclaimed the 
doctrine that ‘‘ Jesus is the Christ’’ as the very essence of their 
religious profession, in their name. 

The word ‘ Christian’ occurs only three times in the New 
Testament,—here, Acts xxvi. 28, and 1 Pet. iv. 16. It is used 
frequently by S. Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch and Martyr, ad 
Ephes. ii. 14, ad Magnes. 4. Trall.6. Rom. 3. Polyc. 7. Cp. 
Mart. Polycarp 3, Xpiotiavds eis. 

Eusebius appears to ascribe its imposition to the Church 
herself, and not. as some have done, to her enemies. And this 
opinion seems most probable; 

The Jews would never have conceded such a title to the 
Nazarene,—a title which involved the acknowledgment that Jesus 
of Nazareth is the Messiah or Christ. 

The termination -anus is no proof of a Roman extraction. 
We have ‘Hpw8:avol in the Gospels (Matt. xxii. 16. Mark iii. 6; 
xii. 13). Many Roman names and modes of expression had found 
their way with the Roman arms into Palestine, as may be readily 
seen by an inspection of Burtorf’s Lexicon Talmudicum. Be- 
sides, many other names with the same termination were given 
by Greeks and other Orientals; viz. ’Ape:avol, Neoropiavol. See 
Ammonius, in Caten. p. 339. 

The Romans did not understand the name when imposed. 
‘¢ Perperam Chrestianus appellatur & vobis.’”’ ( Tertullian.) “ Ig- 
nari rerum nostrarum Christum Chrestum, et Christianos Chres- 
tianos vocant.” (Lactant.) 

The word is not from Hebrew, but of Greek origin ; although, 
happily, by its termination it accommodated itself alike to Greek 
and Roman use, and was well fitted to circulate throughout the 
world; and being first given in a Gentile city, it was an earnest 
of the future extension of the Church. 

Derived from the threefold office of Christ, the Anointed 
One of God, to be the Prophet, Priest, and King of the world, the 
name intimates the obligation of those who bear it, to faith in 
Him, to worship through Him, and to obedience to Him, as the 
Christ ; and it also declares their participation in His Unction. 
(S. Aug. Ps, xxvi.) As Ignatius says, Magn. J0, ‘ Whoever is 
called by any other name than this of Christian is not of God, 
and (ad Rom. 3) it is our duty not only to be so called, but to be.” 
Since also Christ is the Son of the living God (Matt. xvi. 16), 
these duties are elevated proportionably to His Divine Majesty. 
S. Ignatius, who wrote what has just been cited, was immediate 
successor to Euodius, Bishop of Antioch (Eused. iii. 22), in 
which city, and, perhaps, in whose time, this name was given. 

The name Christian was not given at Jerusalem, the capital 
of the Jewish world, where 3000 had been converted at once, but 
at Antioch, a Gentile city, the residence of the President of Syria, 
who had the supreme command of Judea. An intimation of the 
future diffusion of Christianity throughout the Heathen world. 

Antioch thenceforth became a centre of Gentile Christianity. 
See on xiii. 4. 

It is worthy of remark, that the name Christsan was given, 
for all time, to the followers of Christ in that great Syrian capital 
Antioch, in which the Persecutor of God’s people, Antiochus 
Epiphanes, had reigned, whose own name waz connected by origin 
with that city, and who was a type of Antichrist. 


Bp. Pearson has expressed an opinion, that, as the word 
Xpioriayvds was first used at Antioch, so also the word Xpicria- 
viouds, a8 opposed to *lovdaiouds, was first used by S. Ignatius, 
Bishop of Antioch. See on Ignat. ad Philad. 6. 

‘A title so honourable and of such concernment,” says 
Bp. Pearson on the Creed (Art. ii. p. 194), ‘‘ that St. Luke has 
thought fit to mention the city in which that name was first 
heard, and given by Euodius, the Bishop of that place, as Eccle- 
siastical History informs us (Suidas,v. Xpioriavol. Johann. An- 
lioch. p. 318: cp. Bingham, ii. 1. 4); in which the primitive 
Christians so much delighted, that before the face of their enemies 
they would acknowledge no other than that, though hated, re- 
viled, tormented, martyred for it.’ See Eused. v.1, and cp. 
Bingham i. chapp. 1 and 2, where the learned author enume- 
rates the various names given tv the Christians. 

The name Christian is also a protest against all religious 
titles derived from Auman leaders: els yap biuav xabyynris b 
Xpiords (Matt. xxiii. 8. 10). ‘‘Christianus est cui Christus 
semper in corde, ore, et opere.”” (A Lap.) 

Hence Greg. Nazian. says (p. 656), ‘I honour Peter, but 
am not called Pefrianus; I honour Paul, but am not called 
Paulianus ; I will not consent to be named of men, having been 
born of God. If I worshipped a Creature I should not bea 
Christian. For why is the name of Christian precious? Because 
Christ is God.” Similar language is used by S. Augustine. What 
would they have said of the names Arminian, Wesleyan, &c. ? 

The writer of the Acts of the Apostles, probably a native of 
Antioch (Eused. iii. 4), might well rejoice in the appellation ; as 
S. Chrysostom, the Homilist on the Acts, did, from his own 
connexion with that city. 

27. xpopira:] prophets. Another proof of the gift of the 
Holy Ghost to the Church, and of the truth of Christ. See John 
xvi. 13. Cp. Acts xx. 23; xxi. 11. Eph. iv. 11. 1 Tim. iv. I. 
For Prophecy had ceased with Malachi,—thence called by the 
Jews themselves ‘‘the seal of the Prophets.” See Hottinger, 
Thes. Phil. p. 483. 

28. Aimdy peydAny—firis] So the best MSS. On Ards, femi- 
nine, see Vaick., who observes that the feminine is the Doric 
form, and that many forms passed from that dialect into Hel- 
lenistic Greek. See also Lobeck, Phryn. p. 188, and Bornemann 
and Meyer here. 

In order that it might not be alleged (as it was by Heathens) 
that Famines and Troubles were due to Christianity, the Holy 
Spirit predicts them, and prepares the Christians for them, and 
makes them to be occasions of Christian Benevolence. So all 
things work for good to those who love God. See Chrys. here. 

— 8Any thy oixoupévny) all the world. The Roman Empire. 
See Luke ii. 1. On this famine, see Eused. ii. 8. 11. 

— ris wa) dyévero] which also came to pass; therefore there 
is an interval of some time to be supplied here. Cp. the similar 
use of ¢ydvero in the important passage Luke ii. 2. 

It is to be understood from the context that St. Luke is 
speaking of its coming to pass in Judea. 

— ém) KAavilov] in the time of Claudius. It was not pro- 
phesied that it would prevail in all parts of the Empire at once, 
and this seems to be the reason why St. Luke says in the time of 
Claudius, without specifying the year; and hence it is easily intel- 
ligible that the Christians of Antioch, a great commercial city, 
having traffic with all countries, might be comparatively at ease, 
while their brethren in the heart of Judsea might be in distress. 

The introduction of the words éx) KAavi{ov seems to inti- 
mate that the prophecy itself was delivered before he was 
Emperor. 

There were numerous famines in the reign of Claudius. See 
Dio Cass. |x. Sueton. Claud. 28. Tacit. Ann. xii. 43. Joseph. 
Ant. xx. 5, a.p. 45, under Cuspius Fadus, appointed Procurator 
of Judea by Claudius after the death of King Herod Agrippa. 
‘‘Quam famem respexisse Agabum testatur Eused. ii. 8.” Pear- 
son, p. 376. See also Biscoe, pp. 60.66. Lardner, Credib. i. 11. 2. 

After KAavilov Elz. adds Kalcapos, which is’ not in the 
best MSS. 

29. Spicay—mweupa] they determined to send. They did not 
wait for the Dearth, but anticipated it in faith and love. They 
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no sooner believe but they bear fruit. Such was the good effect 
of the Famine (Chrys.); it is an occasion of spiritual plenty— 
another example of good elicited from evil. 

30. 8 «al éwolncav—ZatrAov] It appears from xii. 25, that 
Barnabas and Saul arrived at Jerusalem and fulfilled their mission 
of relief to the brethren there, and returned to Antioch soon after 
the death of Herod, which took place after Easter, in a.p. 44. 
Cp. Eused. ii. 3. 

— xpos rots xpeoBurépouvs] to the Presbyters; already well 
known, but now first mentioned as such. See above on vi. 3. 
Luke x. 1. 

Hitherto St. Luke had applied the word wpeoBurepo: to the 
elders of the Jews (iv. 5. 8. 23; vi. 12); henceforth the rpeoBv- 
Tepos are officers recognized in the Church, xiv. 23; xv. 2. 4. 6. 
22; xxi. 18. 

Thus the Church almost insensibly succeeds to the Syna- 
gogue, and occupies its place. 

The contributors did not send the money to the Deacons, 
though it is probable that the alms were to be dispensed by their 
instrumentality (vi. 5). 

While the Apostles were at Jerusalem, the sums of money 
arising from the sale of the lands were laid at their feet (iv. 35. 
37; v. 2). 

It would seem therefore from the circumstance here men- 
tioned, that the Apostles were not now at Jerusalem. St. James, 
the Bishop of that See, was probably there; and in the word 
presbyters his presidency may be supposed (see xii. 17), as St. 
Paul’s is in 1 Tim. iv. 14 compared with 2 Tim. i. 6. 


Ca. XII. L. xar’ éxeivoy roy xaipdy] At that season. St. 
Luke here returns to an earlier date than the famine in xi. 28, 
which took place soon after the death of Herod Agrippa I., which 
is described xii. 21—24, and occurred soon after the Passover of 
A.D. 44. 

— ‘Hpdédns 6 Baoiieds] Herod the King. The word Bac:Aeds, 
King here, is a proof of St. Luke’s accuracy. This Herod is 
Agrippa, son of Aristobulus and Bernice, and grandson of Herod 
called the Great, by whom, after his father’s death, he was sent 
to the court of Tiberius, at Rome, who, after the death of Drusus, 
put him in custody, in which he remained till the death of Ti- 
berius. Caligula gave him the tetrarchy of Philip (JosepA. Ant. 
xviii. 6. 10; xix. 8.2) and the tetrarchy of Herod his brother, 
who was banished to Lyons, and the title of King. The Emperor 
Claudius added to his kingdom whatever else had belonged to his 
grandfather, Herod the King (JosepA. Ant. xix. 5. 1; 8. 2). 

Coins of Herod Agrippa have been preserved with the in- 
scriptions BAZIAETS MEIA AIPINMAZ dIAOKAIZAP, and on 
the reverse, KAIZAPIA (sic) ‘H TIPOX TO: ZEBAZTO: AIMENI 
(Akermann, p. 38), and HPOAHS SIAOKAATAIOZ (Welst. p. 
525; see below on vv. 21—23),—remarkable mementos of his 
attachment to Rome, and of his connexion with this Ceesarea, 
where he was smitten by the Angel when doing homage to Clau- 
dius Ceesar. 

2. dveive "IdxwBoy +. d5eApdy ladyvov)] he killed James the 
brother of John; and so fulfilled the prophecy of Christ (Matt. 
xx. 23). James tasted the firet draught of Christ's cup of suffer- 
ing, and his brother John had the /ongest draught of it. See also 
on v. 3, and on John xxi. 23. 

The Lord sometimes surrenders the life of His most faithful 
servants; and so the measure of guilt of those who persecute 
them is filled up, and their punishment hastened, and the victory 
of Christ consummated. 

It is related by Clemens Alex. in Euseb. ii. 9, ‘ that the 
person who accused James, having been present at his testimony 
to Christ, was so moved by it as to profess himself a Christian ; 
and that he and the Apostle were led together to execution, and 
on the way thither he craved on of James for the wrong he 
had done him; and that the Apostle, having looked at him for a 
short time, said, ‘ Peace be with you,’ and kissed him. And so 
doth were beheaded together.”’ As to the time of his martyrdom, 
see on v. 3. 

Vou. I.—Parr II. 
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Surprise has been expressed by some (see Meyer, p. 221) 
that the writer of the Acts does not dilate on the circumstances of 
the Martyrdom of the First of the Apostles who shed his blood 
for Christ. 

But it was o part of St. Luke’s plan to write a Martyrology. 
His work is the book of their ‘‘ Acte”’ in life, and not of their 
sufferings by death. He does not describe death-beds. The 
martyrdom of life is what he teaches. He fixes the reader’s 
attention on éhat; and thus leads us to conclude that they who 
live as Martyrs will die as Martyrs, and that the true way to die 
well is to live well. . | 

He thus guards us against the common error of dwelling too 
much on the circumstances of death-beds; and draws us off from 
them, to the practical duties of daily life. 

Having described one Martyrdom in such a manner as none 
but an inspired writer could have done—the Martyrdom of 
St. Stephen the Deacon (vi. vii.)—he leaves his readers to infer 
that the same Spirit Who encouraged and animated the Proto- 
martyr in his death, was with the whole of the Noble Army of 
Martyrs who followed him on the road of suffering to glory; and 
he therefore will not describe the martyrdom of the first Apostle, 
St. James, nor even of him whose friend and historian he is, the 
Apostle St. Paul. 

Another reason may perhaps have weighed with him here. 
He and his brother Evangelists are very full and circumstantial in 
their history of the first and greatest of Martyrdoms—that blessed 

rdom which is the source of all the Grace and of all the 
Glory of all Martyrdoms, both in life and death, even to the end 
of time, the Martyrdom of “the true and faithful Marryr or 
Witness,” Jesus Curist. (Rev. i. 5; iii. 14. 

Perhaps he was unwilling to disturb the unapproachable 
dignity and holiness of that astonishing act of love, and of that 
unique source of life; or to draw off the attention of his readers 
by details of the subordinate and derivative martyrdoms of his 
followers, even of a St. James, and a St. Paul, from contem- 
plating with unwavering faith and undivided love the Martyrdom 
of Christ. 

— paxalpg] with the sword, not by the sentence of the San- 

edrim, according to which he would have been stoned, but by 
the civil sword. On udyaipa, as the ensign of civil power, see 
Rom. xiii. 4. Rev. vi. 4. 

James suffered by one Herod the same kind of death as the 
Baptist had suffered from another Herod. The Herods were imi- 
tators of Rome even in their executions of punishment. Death 
by decapitation was abominable in the eyes of the Jews. 
(Lightfoot.) 

3. dpecrdv—'lovdalois] pleasing to the Jews. It was a ruling 
principle of the Herodian policy, to please the people. ‘‘ Herodis 
posteri, Herodis Magni exemplo, id tantim satagebant, ut Cesa- 
ribus partim, partim Judeis placerent.’’ (Grotius.) 

— mporébero ovAAaBeivy] he added to apprehend; a He- 
braism. See Luke xx. 12, wpoodé@ero wéupa:. Cp. Gen. iv. 2; 
viii. 10; xxxviii, 26. 1 Sam. xix. 21. See Vorst. de Hebr. 

. 592. 
J — tay &(ipuov] of the wunleavened bread. S. Jerome (in 
Ezek. xliii.) appears to say (though cp. Tillemont, p. 270) that 
St. James was martyred on the Second day of the Passover, i. e. 
on the XVth Nisan, the same day as the Crucifixion of Christ; if 
so, there was in this coincidence also an appropriateness in the 
prophecy of his participation in Christ’s cup of suffering. See ». 2. 

4. récoapo: rerpadlo:s] four quaternions; a guaternion for 
each of the four watches of the night, he being chained (v. 6) to 
two of each of the quaternions in succession; and the other two 
being posted at the door. 

Agrippa, who had been himself kept a prisoner at Rome by 
Tiberius, had not learnt mercy by adversity. He who had been 
bound, binds Peter; but Peter is loosed from his chains by an 
Angel of life, and Agrippa is smitten by an Angel of death. 

— pera to wdoxa} after the Passover. As if in reverence 
for the sanctity of the season (‘‘ non judicant die festo,” says the 
Uom- 
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the hypocrisy of the Jews, when thirsting for the blood of 
Christ, John xviii. 28. 

5. rebate! continuous. See | Pet. iv. 8. 

6. Sre 3t EuedAArey xpodyew] bus when he wae about to bring 
him forth. On the remarkable timeliness of divine interferences, 
see above, ix. 3, and below, v. 23. 

— xoisdpevos] sleeping. Peter sleeps calmly in body, because 
he watches in his heart to God; Who “neither slumbers nor 
sleeps.” Chrys. (Hom. 8, ad Ephes.) 

He casts all his care on God. He who is bound sleeps; they 
who are at large pray. (Chrys.) Compare Paul in prison, xvi. 25. 

7. &yyeAos Kuplov} an Angel of the Lord. See also v. 23. 

This Chapter presents a Prophetical Epitome of the History 
of the Persecutions of the Church. 

Herod, the Edomite, favoured by the Roman Empire, ad- 
mired and applauded by the world, acting with a view to popu- 
larity (xii. 3), and administering his kingdom on principles of 
political expediency, with an eye mai to material and mer- 
cantile interests (v. 20), and by the arts of diplomacy, and with 
the pomp and display of human eloquence and glory (v. 21), is a 
striking personification of the Power of the World as arrayed 
against the Church. 

He stretches forth his hands to vex certain of the Church. 
He is at first successful. The Apostle St. James is killed by the 
Sword; as the Baptist was by Herod’s uncle. This act pleases 
the people. Herod is elated by success. He proceeds to seize 
another Apostle, St. Peter, the foremost of the Twelve, and thus 
he is harried on to his own destruction. 

The Church resorts to her proper weapon of defence— 
Prayer (vv. 5. 12), united and unremitting Prayer. In answer to 
her supplications, one Angel of the Lord is sent to deliver Peter 
from prison; and another Angel is sent from God to smite 
Herod, in the height of his pride and glory. The princely Per- 
eecutor is summoned from the Sua, on which he sate in royal 
state (v. 21), to the Aja of Christ, the King of kings. He dies 
miserably. But the word of the Lord grows, and is mul- 
tiplied. 

‘ This narrative forms a striking sequel to another divine 
History of Persecution in the Annals of the Ancient Church of 
God—in the Old Testament. There, another king, the victorious 
King of Assyria, Sennacherib, rages against Jerusalem and blas- 
phemes God. The Church of God, in the person of her king 
Hezekiah, resorts to her armour against Persecution and Impiety— 
Prayer in God’s House (see 2 Kings xix. J. 14. Isa. xxxvii. 1). 

The word of God, delivered by the prophet Isaiah, comforts 
Hezekiah. An Angel of the Lord is sent to smite the army of 
Sennacherib, in the hour of his impious exultation and triumph. 
Hezekiah, who had gone up to the Lord’s house to pray, is mira- 
culously rescued by God. And he who had blasphemed God, 
falls basely by the hands of his own children, while worshipping 
in the house of Nisroch Ais god (2 Kings xix. 37. Isa. xxxvii. 


38). 

These two Chapters (Acta xii. and Isa. xxxvii.) beautifully 
illustrate each other, by displaying the rage of the World and its 
furious passions against God and His Church, and the impotent 
futility and shameful discomfiture of all its pride and power when 
warring against Him; and the duty of the Church to trust in 
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God and to pray, in the hour of her trial. They are dictated by 
the Holy Spirit for the encouragement of the Church in every 
age, and in order to cheer her with the prophetic assurance, that 
although all help of man should fail, the rage of the Kingdom of 
Darkness against her will not prevail, but be made conducive in 
the end to the more glorious Victory of the Word of God. 

It is not unworthy of remark, as a happy coincidence, that 
these two Chapters are appointed to be read on the same day in 
the Calendar of Daily Lessons in the English Charch (viz.) on 
December 12. 

May the same Divine Power which watched over the Church 
of Sion under both dispensations, watch over our Jerusalem ; may 
she have grace to imitate that Church in faith and trust and 
prayer; and may she be ever blessed with Princes and Pastors, 
mindful of the example and animated with the spirit of Hezekiah 
the King, Isaiah the Prophet, and Peter the Apostle ! 

— pws «.rA.} ght; that he might not suppose it to be a 
dream. (Chrys.) 

— olxhuar:] an euphemism for prison (Secpernply). Cp. 
dwayxOjva, v. 19, an expression for govev@yjva:, aleo said of 
Herod, the enemy and persecutor of the Church. Cp. els roy 
téwor roy ov, said of Judas, i. 25. 

These examples of Arrérns, or charitable extenuation, are 
deserving of notice, as showing that the inspired Writers and 
Speakers, in the Apostolic age, were not actuated by passion, when 
relating the worst actions of their Enemies, but were enabled to 
cherish a spirit of gentleness and moderation, even under circum- 
Panty of severe provocation.—A genuine fruit of the Spirit of 

race. 

8. cay8diia] sandals. See on Matt. x. 10, and Mark vi. 9, 
whence it appears that the Apostles did not wear the heavier éwo- 
dfuara, but the lighter cay8dAia, more suitable for missionary 
activity. tavddA:2 are the Latin solee, and are interpreted BAavria 
by Hesych. 

The words Arise quickly, are not designed to show that there 
was any need of haste, but to prove the celerity with which the 
deliverance of Peter from his chains was executed. 

Indeed (as has been observed by Vaick.), all these commanda 
of the Angel concerning St. Peter’s attire, are recited to show 
that there was no hurry in the transaction. ‘Do sof stay to 
bind on your sandals,’’ was a common phrase among the Greeks, 
when they would excite a person to make haste. See Theocrit. 
xxiv. 35, “Avera, uy8t wédern: recis bwd odydara Gels. 

And so Hesiod, to contrast speed with delay, uses a meta- 
phor from the girding of the tunic, yelroves rf (aorot Ex:ov, 
(acavro 8 xnol. Cp. Juvenal, v. 20, “‘rampere somnum De- 
beat et ligulas demiftere,”’ and Ruperti’s note. 

— wepiBadrod 7d ludridy cou] cast thy pallium about thee; he 
had already girded his funte. 

10. SeAOdvres—rhy wédAw] See Ligh{foot, who shows reason 
for believing that this prison was without the City’s inner wall. 
and defween its two walls. 

— daxéorn] he departed. The Angel’s actions show that God’s 
extraordinary grace is not wanting in what is needful, nor exerted 
where not n ; but where human care and labour can act, 
there divine grace does not supersede, but quicken them. (CArys.) 
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13. Mdpxov] See xii. 25; xv. 37. 39. Probably Mark the 
Evangelist (Ammonius, Origen, Euthym., Gicumen.), whom St. 
Peter calls his son (1 Pet. v. 13). This opinion, though contro- 
verted by some, seems to be correct, for the following reasons :— 

(1) We find St. Peter here connected with John, whose 
surname, or additional name, was Mark. 

(2) This John Mark was the companion and dseyids of 
Barnabas (Acts xii. 25; xv. 37. 39. Col. iv. 10). 

(3) Barnabas was under the influence of Peter. “‘ Barnabas, 
Petro familiarissimus”’ (Bp. Pearson), was led away by Peter’s 
example at Antioch (Gal. ii. 13). 

4) This swerving of Barnabas under Sf. Peter’s influence, 
appears to have prepared the way for the wapotvcyds between 
ee and Barnabas (Acts xv. 36—39). See By. Pearson, A. P. 

A.D. 50. 

(5) St. Mark was mixed up with this dispute, and after it 
went away with Barnabas. 

(6) St. Peter calls Mark his son (1 Pet. v. 13). 

(7) This Mark is identified with the Evangelist by the Early 
Church, which records that the Gospel of St. Mark was written 
under the eye of St. Peter (Eused. ii. 15; iii. 39). See also 
above, Jntroduction to the Gospel of St. Mark, p. 111. 

— xpocevxduev:] praying by night. Cp. o. 5. Angelus 
orationis (see Malachi ii. 7, and cp. Bp. Andrewes, Serm. v. 355) 
ascendebat in Ecclesia, ad invocandum Deum ; Angelus Potestatis 
descendebat 4 Deo ad liberandum Petrpm. 

Herod’s soldiers were watching Under arms at the door of 
the prison. Christ’s soldiers were watching unto prayer in the 
house of Mary. Christ’s soldiers are more powerful with their 
arms, than Herod’s soldiers with theirs. They unlock the prison 
door, and bring Peter to the door of Mary’s house. See the beau- 
tifal Homily of Chrysostom, on this history, pp. 761—764. 

18. rhy Oipay tov xvAcvos] The door or wicket of the gate. 
Cp. iii. 2; xiv. 13. 

— xadiicnn] a damsel. We hear of a damsel as a porter in 
the High Priest’s house John xviii. 16, 17. 

— twraxotoau] to hearken, to answer and announce. Xenophon, 
Sympos. i. 11. 

14. awd ris xapas] from joy. A touching incident, full of 
truth and beauty,—showing the love with which the Apostle was 
regarded by a servant, perhaps a slave. S. Chrys. here observes, 
oxéxe: Os al wa8loxa: abray dudriyso abrais foay. A lesson 
for modern times. Remark also that St. Luke’s knowledge of facts 
extends even to the name of the servant-maid at Mary’s door. 

15. 6 byyedos abrov dorw] it te his Angel. This was said by 
holy persons who had been engaged in earnest prayer, and at a 
time when the graces of the Holy Spirit in the knowledge of 
divine things were bestowed in extraordinary abundance on the 
Church. And the Holy Spirit has vouchsafed to place this speech 
here upon record in Scripture. There is doubtless therefore some- 
thing significant in it. Some of the Fathers did not hesitate to 
say, that it appears from this and other passages of Holy Writ, 

jally Matt. xviii. 10, that every believer has a guardian 
Angel, 8: éxacros jysy byyeAow Exe: (Chrys.), and xayr} 
wemsorevadrs els Kiptor GyyeAos wapedpede: (Basil, in Ps. xxxiii.), 
dxacros fe: S8rybr (Ammon.), “ unless we drive him from us by 
our sins” (Basil, in . Theophyl. S. Hieron. in Esai. c. 66), 
and see the passages in Petavii Dogm. Theol. iii. de Angelis, ii. 6, 
and By. Bull’s two Sermons, xi. and xii. ‘‘On the existence of 

,” and “ the Office of the Holy Angels towards the Faithfal,”’ 
vol. i. pp. 261—325. 

It was also a received opinion among the devout Jews of our 
Lord’s age, that every one of the faithful has a tutelary Angel, 
and that the Angel sometimes in the likeness of the 
person whose Angel he was. See Lightfoot here, ii. p. 683. 

It may be observed also, that this speech had a singular fit- 
ness on the present occasion. For St. Peter had just said (v.11), 


‘“‘ Now I know that God hath sent His Angel and hath delivered 
me;’’ and the very fact that he was now st Mary's door was due 
to God’s interposition by an Angel. 

It was God’s power exerted by the ministry of an Angel 
which had brought Peter out of the prison and enabled him to 
stand there. The speech therefore seems to have been uttered 
not without some intimation from above. 

Thus far at least we may venture to say concerning it,— 

(1) That it affords a remarkable illustration of the truth of 
the assertion, that the Angels of God “are sent forth to minister 
for them that shall be heirs of salvation’ (Heb. i. 14), especially 
when labouring in the cause of Christ and His Church, and in 
peril of death, as Peter was. Cp. Ps. xxxiv. 7; xci. Y—12. 

(2) That this speech, coming forth so naturally as it did 
from the mouth of this Christian assembly in the house of Mary, 
affords a cogent proof of the reality of the angelic appearances 
described in the New Testament, which some rationalizing Expo- 
sitors would endeavour to explain away into figures of speech. 
Here is a person described, knocking at a door, speaking with a 
human voice. It cannot, they think, be Peter; for he is in 
prison ; who, then, is it? Jt is his Angel. 

3) The frequency with which Angels appear, or are men- 
tioned in the History of the Acts of the Apostles (in which the 
word Angel occurs twenty times), is remarkable. See v. 19; 
viii. 26; x. 3; xii. 7. 23; xxvii. 23. And in this same book the 
Sadducees appear prominently as tors of the Church; and 
they believed “ neither Angel nor Spirit,”’ xxiii. 8 ; 

Thus Almighty God affords the most appropriate and season- 
able corrections of error, in perilous times, to His Church. The 
angelic appearances in the Apostolic age comforted the hearts of 
persecuted Churches, and refuted the errors of persecuting Sad- 
ducees. 

On the Angelic Appearances in the Acts, see further below, 
note, vv. 2], 22. 

17. xaraceloas—rp xeipl{] having beckoned to them to be 
silent, with a downward motion of his hand. Seo on xxi. 40. 

This description of the motions of the hand and other bodily 
gestures, which are frequently noticed in the Acts, bespeak the 
accuracy of an eye-witness. See iii. 7; ix. 41; xiii. 16; xix. 33; 
xxi. 40; xxiii. 19; xxvi. 1; xxviii. 8. 

— "IlaxéBy]} to James, “the brother of our Lord,” and first 
Bishop of Jerusalem (Eused. ii. 1). See on Matt. x. 3. He 
was martyred, a.D. 62, by the Jews, who, being disappointed by 
the escape of St. Paul, wreaked their vengeance on him. used. 
ii, 23. 

This message to St. James appears to intimate that he held 
& special position in the Church at Jerusalem. And this is con- 
firmed by other passages in the Acts, particularly xxi. 18, where 
St. Paul makes a special report to James ; and by Gal. ii. 12, where 
persons coming from Jerusalem are said to come “ from James.” 

This office is affirmed by ancient Church History to have 
been that of Bishop of Jerusalem. See Eused. ii. 1, where he 
says that James, ‘“‘the Lord’s brother, commonly called James 
the Just, was ordained the first Bishop of Jerusalem.” 

It has been questioned by some whether ‘‘ James the Lord’s 
brother ’’ was one of the twelve Apostles. (Vales. Eused. i. 12. 
Burton, p. 105. Baumgarten, i. p. 326. Gieseler, § 25, 26, 
and others.) But this question seems to be decided by St. Paul, 
who says (Gal. i. 19), “ Other of the Apostles saw I none, save 
James the Lord’s brother.’’ Compare this with Acts ix. 27, 
‘‘ Barnabas brought him (Paul) to the Apostles,” i.e. Peter and 


James. 
There are only two A named James; and if James the 
Lord’s brother had been the same as James the son of Zebedee, 


then St. John the Evangelist would have been the Lord’s brother, 
which is never said by any writer of Scripture. 
Among the women at the ae aes according to St. Mark 
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(xv. 40), were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James 
the Less; according to St. John (xix. 25), Mary Magdalene and 
Mary # Tot KAwna, probably, wife of Cleopas or Clopas. There- 
fore James the Less was, it would seem, son of Cleopas. And 
this is confirmed by Epiphan., Chrys., Lardner, iii. 331, and 
others, particularly (as it seems) by Papias, the scholar of St. 
John. See on Matt, xii. 46. And according to St. Matthew (x. 
8), one of the two Apostles who was called James, was the son 
of Alpheus, which is probably the same name as Cleopas. See 
on Matt. x. 3; xii. 46. Therefore James the Lord’s brother was 
the same as James the Apostle. 

Probably his relationship to our Lord conduced to his ap- 
pointment as first Bishop of Jerusalem ; and several of that family 
are said to have been chosen to preside over Churches on this 
ground. Hegesipp. in Eused. iii. 20. Cp. the article on St. James 
the Lees in Tillemont, Mémoires, i. pp. 163 281, where he dis- 
cusses the question; and Lardner, iii. 384, and particularly 
Dr. Mill’s Essays, ii. p. 239, and Blunt on the Early Church, 
p: 71; and below, Introduction to the Epistle of St. James, p. 6. 

— Erepoy rénov}] another place, of a different kind. Some 
Roman Divines say Rome (Baronius), but this is uncertain, as 
Lorinus acknowledges; and see Pearson, Ann. Paul. a.p. xliv. 
Others (Lightfoot, Heinrichs, Kuinoel) say Antioch. We find 
Peter again at Jerusalem at the Council, Acts xv. 7, the last time 
he is mentioned in this book ; ; 

The fact of his departure is perhaps mentioned to show that 
he would not expose himself needlessly to danger, or tempt 
Herod to the sin of persecution: ob yap éwelpa{e roy Gedy, says 
Chrys. 

More than twelve years had now elapsed from the Ascension 
(see on i. 4), and he had discharged his duty of witnessing Christ’s 
Resurrection to the Jews at Jerusalem. He would now go and 
preach elsewhere, in some other place, where the Gospel which 
he preached would be received more favourably than it had been 
by the Rulers of Jerusalem. 

Perhaps in the word here used,—not &AdAos, but ¢repos, 
other of two, contrasted with each other—there is reference to 
our Lord’s own command (Matt. x. 23), If they persecute you in 
one city, fly els thy é1+épay—and to His own practice when re- 
jected by the Samaritan Village (Luke ix. 56), ¢woped@n eis éré- 
pay kopny. 

The time of the probation of Jerusalem and her Rulers was 
now nearly over, as far as the preaching of the Twelve was 
concerned. Her cup of iniquity had been almost filled to the 
brim by. the murder of James the Apostle, and by the attempt 
made by her King to murder St. Peter—because that other’ 
murder had pleased the Jews; 

Now, therefore, the Witness of Apostolical Preaching with- 
draws from Jerusalem, and migrates to another place ; 

Probably it is for this reason that the place to which Peter 
went is not specified. The non-specification of its name brings 
out more clearly its contrast as another place than Jerusalem. 
If its name had been mentioned, it might have been supposed 
that he went from Jerusalem, merely because he was attracted fo 
that other, different, place by some recommendations of its own. 

On 8t. Peter’s subsequent history, until his martyrdom at 
Rome, see below, Introduction to his First Epistle, pp. 36—40. 

19. dwayxOijva:) to be led away, i.e. to execution. dxaxOjva 
is an euphemism for ‘‘ to be put to death,” eis Odyaroy €Axeo@ai. 
(Hesych.) An instance of St. Luke’s lenity of language—es- 
pecially concerning Kings. See on ». 7. 

20. Gvuouaxyay] properly fighting in his 6uuds, the seat of pas- 
sion, against—enraged with—not actually at war. So Polybiue, 
io” and Dion. Halic. use 6vpopaxeiy (see Valck. and 
Kuin.). 

— Tuplois kal X:8evrlois] Tyrians and Sidonians. Tyre and 


Sidon were now subject to Rome, “cam umbréi quidam liber- 
tatis.’’ (Grot.) 
— 3:4 7d trpdperbai] Cp. 1 Kings v.11. Ezek. xxvii. 17. 
21—23. raxry nuépg] on a set day. With the simple nar- 
rative of these three verses compare the ornate description in 
Josephus, Ant. xix. 8. 2; 

The events here described took place in the Theatre at 
Ceesarea, when Herod was celebrating festive and votive games 
in honour of his Imperial patron Claudius; perhaps on the occa- 
sion of his return from Britain (Joseph. xix. 8. 2). Wetstein 
(p. 525) refers to coins of Herod Agrippa inscribed KAATAIA 
KAISAPEIA, and BAZIAETZ HPQAHS, SIAOKAATAIOZ AY- 
PITITIA BAZIAET, and BAZIAEQY HPQOAOT KAATAIO: KAI- 
ZAPI SEBASTO: ET. Lf. See above on ve. 1. 

The passage of Josephus deserves to be transcribed, as illus- 
trating and confirming the narrative of St. Luke, and in order 
that it may be seen from the comparison of it with St. Luke’s 
relation, how little the Sacred Writers are disposed to overstate 
things, or to adopt what is legendary and welders ‘Hpédns 
Seurépg trav Ocwpiay tuépg TTOAHY evyBvoduevos, CE apytpov 
weroinpéyny wacay, &s Cavudoroy iphy elva:, wap7jrAGev els 7d 
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xabe(suevow (cf. Joseph. Ant. xviii. 8) eldev ew) cxowiov tivds, 
byyeAdy re rovroy evdds dvydncev nxaxwv elvut, Tov xal wore THY 
dyabar yevduevoy, wal Si:axdpdiov Eoxev bd3bvnv’ EOpoov 88 abr¢g 
Tis xowAlas xpoodépucey BAynua peta opodpdrnros aptduevoy.. . 
cuvexas 82 dg’ judpas xévre rE THs yaorpds dArAyhpar: S:epyac- 
Gels roy Bloy naréorpever. 

*"Ayplawas piv oby 6 BactAeds tpbry TootTy Kartorpete 
tov Bloyv. 

If such a narrative as this had been found in the pages of the 
New Testament, how much censure would it have elicited ! 
Many will allow Josephus to have his owl, who deny St. Luke 
his angel. See also above on v. 15. 

On the citation of this passage of Josephus by Eusebius 
(ii. 10), compare Whiston’s note on Josephus with Heinichen’s 
Excursus ii. p. £93, ed. Oxon, 1842. 

The &yyeAos in Eusebius is to be explained from Josephus 
xviii. 8, compared with xix. 6. 

The comparison of St. Luke’s narrative in this chapter with 
that of the historian Josephus, presents for thankful considera- 
tion the benefits derived from the study of Sacred History. It 
removes the veil which hangs between us and the past, and dis- 
closes to us the secret springs and invisible agency by which its 
great events were produced. This is a work which no uninspired 
writer could perform. It could only be done by the Spirit of 
God. And a writer who (as St. Luke does in this chapter) pro- 
JSesses to reveal the unseen ministry of Angels in the working out 
of the facts which he describes, laye claim to Inspiration. He 
asserts his own superiority to all ordinary Historians; aud he 
gives cheering assurance of God’s mercy to His people, and encou- 
rages them to rely on His superintending Providence and retri- 
butive Justice in the Government of the World. 

Yet some would reject these claims as presumptuous, and 
would refuse all the benefits thus proffered to their use by God ; 

For example, one recent Expositor of note thus comments 
on v. 23— 

“éxdratey abrby ByyeAos Kuplov] Schlug ihn ein Engel 
dea Herrn ist nichts als subjective an alttest. Sagen (2 Konig. 
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xix. 35) erinnernde Bezeichnung der héhern Ursache der den 
Konig echnell befallenden Krankheit, und andert an Factum 
nichis.”” De Wette, Apostelgeschichte, p. 106, 3rd ed. 1848, 
and again, p. 107, ‘Die Krankheit (of Herod) bei Luk nach 
christlicher Ansicht modificiré ist.” 

It is refreshing to pass from this to Bengel’s note on &yyeAos 
Kuplov. ‘De gravi hac circumstantia nil habet Josephus, qui 
multa minora persequitur. Aded differt Historia divina et hu- 


-mana. Angelus Domini eduxit Petrum. Angelus Domini per- 


cussit Heroden. Utrumque ab Angelis factum esse non viderunt 
mortales; sanctis duntaxat innotuit.”’ 

It has been sometimes said that persons conversant with 
material causes, and physical phenomena, and animal organization, 
are slow to recognize the workings of supernatural agents. But 
St. Luke, the beloved Physician (Col. iv. 14), whose praise is in 
the Gospel (2 Cor. viii. 18), furnishes a happy exception to this 
assertion. By the discipline of his medical training, he was re- 
quired and qualified to scrutinize natural causes. And perhaps 
we may see a divine dispensation in the fact, that he among the 
Evangelists who was least likely to be carried away by a supersti- 
tious belief in supernatural agency, has been employed more than 
any other Sacred Writer to reveal the operations of Invisible 
Beings in the History of the Church. 

23. obx Wane thy Sdtay 7. O.] he did not give the glory to 
God. As Peter did, x. 26, and Paul, xiv. 14, 15. 

— cxwrnndBpwros eéputer] being eaten up of worms he ex- 
pired. On the acts and miserable deaths of Persecutors, see 
2 Macc. ix 12 (Antiochus); Joseph. Antiq. xvii. 8. Bell. Jud. 
i. 33 (Herod the Great) ; Euseéd. viii. 16 (Maximian); ix. 10, 11 
(Maximinus) ; Lactant. de mortibus Persecutorum, c. 16, and 
Tertullian ad Scapulam, 3, and Weistein here. And on the sig- 
nal interferences of God’s providence in behalf of His Church in 
times of peril, see above, ix. 3. 

Herod Agrippa died August 6, a.p. 44, in the fifty-third year 
of his age, and in the seventh of his reign ; having reigned four 
years under Caligula, and nearly three under Claudius Cesar, who 
added Judea and Samaria to his dominions (Joseph. xix. 8. 2). 
See above on v. IJ. 

The following historical recapitulation from Auin. may be 
added here: ‘‘ Herodes, qui apud auctores Agrippa et quidem 
major dicitur, fuit nepos Herodis magni, filius Aristobuli, cujus 
gulam pater laqueo fregerat, v. Joseph. Ant. xviii. 5. 

‘“‘ Herodes Magnus tres reliquerat filios, Archelaum, Phi- 
lippum et Antipam, in quos regnum paternum divisit Augustus, 
ita, ut Philippo et Antipe, unicuique quartam, Archelao autem 
dimidiam regni partem assignaret. PaAilippue accepit Batanzam, 
Auranitidem, quam utramque regionem Luc. iii. 1. Ituree no- 
mine complexus est, et Trachonitidem; <Archelaus Judxam, 
Idumeam et Samariam ethnarche nomine obtinuit; Antipas 
Galileeam et Perseam, ita, ut non mints quam Philippus diceretur 
Terpapxns. 

‘* Archelaua, cradelitatis nomine apud Augustum accusatus, 
postquam novem annos regnarat, de sud dignitate dejectus, et 
Viennam, Gallize urbem, in exilium ab imperatore ejectus, atque 
Juda in provinciee formam redacta, Syriseque adjuncta est, ita, 
ut sub Syriee preesidibus a procuratoribus Romanis administrare- 
tar. Philippo mortuo, tetrarchia ejus Syrie ab imperatore Tibe- 
rio adjudicata est ; sed C. Caligula hanc tetrarchiam, adject& quoque 
Lysanise tetrarchia, (vid. Joseph. Antiq. xviii. 6. 10,) concessit 
Herodi Agrippa, de quo nobis hic sermo est; et Antipa in 
Galliam primo, deinde in Hispaniam exule acto, hujus quoque 
tetrarchié eum donavit (vid. Joseph. Ant. xviii. 7). 

‘‘ Neque minis Agrippam auxit Claudius, Caligulee successor. 
Rome degebat Agrippa, cium Caligula trucidaretur, et Claudii 
gratiam atque favorem sibi ita conciliabat, ut eum Judes quoque 
et Samariz preesse juberet. 

“ Sic totum regnum, quod avus habuerat, restitutum, ipseque 
ab imperatore Rex Judeee salutatus est (JasepA. Ant. xix. 5. 1). 
Agrippa cum vix triennio Judsorum rex fuisset, mortuus est 
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A.C. 44, et Judea iterum in provincie formam redacta, Syrieeque 
annexa est, misso, qui eam administraret, Cuspio Fadio, procura- 
tore (Joseph. Ant. xix. 8. 2), in cujus postea locum Tiderius 
Alexander (Joseph. xx. 5. 2), Ventidius Cumanua (ib.), Claudius 
Feliz (Tacit. Ann. xii. 54. Joseph. Ant. xx. 7. B. J. ii. 12), 
Porcius Festus (Joseph. xx. 8), Albinus (Id. xx. 9) et Geasius 
Florus (Id. xx. 9. 5) successerunt.” See the Chronological 
Tables prefixed to this Volume, p. 28. 

24. 5 Adyos Tot Geov nitave] the word of God was growing. 
The Church’s Epinicium. See above, viii. 1; xi. 19, on the good 
educed by God from Persecution. 

25. SavrAos—2t ‘IepovcaAhp] It is probable that St. Paul then 
saw the trance in the Temple (Acts xxii. 17—2)) at Jerusalem, 
when he had a mission from God to the Gentiles, to which he is 
now about to be ordained (see xiii. 2). 

His rapture into the third heaven—qualifying him for the 
sufferings he was to endure in his missionary career by a view of 
the future glory—was perhaps about the same time. See 2 Cor. 
xii. 2. Cp. Lightfoot, i. 878, and so Bp. Pearson, p. 376. 

— Thy d:axovlay) their ministering to the saints at Jerusalem, 
xi. 28, 29. 

— Mdpxov] Mark. See on v. 12. Mark’s connexion with 
Barnabas and Peter may have suggested this choice. 


Cu. XIII. 1. xpopira:] prophets. Saul, the Persecutor of 
the Church, is now a Preacher of the Gospel. Was there some 
prophetic and divinely-inspired anticipation of this marvellous 
change, in the saying of the Ancient Church, applied to another 
Persecutor, bearing the same name, ‘‘Is Saud among the Pro- 
phete?"’ (1 Sam. x. 12; xix. 24.) See on ix. 21. 

These words, Prophets and Teachers, have here a special 
signification and propriety as applied to Barnabas and Saul. 
They had been already endued with special yaplouara or gifts 
and graces, qualifying them to be Prophets and Teachers, but had 
not yet been ordained to the Apostolic Office. They had not as 
yet received the power of dispensing those peculiar gifts which 
were bestowed by God through the agency of the Apostles. See 
farther on v. 3, and on | Cor. xii. 28. 

— Mavafy] Manaén: “ aule tentatione liberatus.”’ (Bengel.) 

Manaén was otrrpogos, collactaneus, i. e. nourished by the 
same milk as Herod Antipas. The one is a prophet; the other 
killed one of the greatest of prophets. It is not on our circum- 
stances, but on our heart that our eternal happiness depends. In 
all states of life, ‘‘ one is taken, the other left.” Matt. xxiv. 40. 
(Cp. Chrys. and Theophyl. here.) 

Antipas and Archelaus were now in banishment in Gaul: 
Antipas at Lugdunum or Lyons, Archelaus at Vienne, in Gaul. 

— ‘Hpdéov)] of Herod. Antipas, brought up privately at 
Rome, with his brother Archelaus. Joseph. B. J. i. 28. 4. 

— ZavAos] Saul is here placed /ast of the prophets, but at and 
after v. 46 he generally stands before Barnabas, though not always 
(see xiv. 14), and was “‘ not a whit behind the chiefeat Apostles" 
(2 Cor. xi. 5). 

2. Actroupyotyrwy] ministering. Aeroupyla (from Afiroy and 
Epyov), a public service (cp. the Athenian Ae:roupyia), applied in 
N. T. to the public ministry— 

(1) Of the Temple (Luke i. 23. Heb. viii. 6; ix. 21), as in 
LXX, passim. 

(2) Of the Christian Church. 

Thus St. Paul calls himself Aecroupydy “Incot Xpiorov eis 
Te €0vm (Rom. xv. 16), iepoupyotvra 1d ebayyéAtoy tov Geo, 
Yva ydvnta: ) eporpopa trav Ovary eiepdoserros, jyiacnérn ev 
Tlvedpars ayle. 

Cp. Clemens Roman. § 43, as to the Jewish ministry; and as 
to the Christian, see cap. ¢4, where he uses both the words 
Aetroupyéw and Ac:roupyla, and speaks of the Ae:roupyia of the 
Apostles, and of the specBvrepo:, to the roipvloyv Tov Xpiorov. 

Hence it appears that in the records of primitive Christian 
Antiquity, the Apostles and Presbyters are said Ac:roupyeiy cg, 
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to minister to God; and also Acrroupyrivy TG wowrly, i, e. to 
minister to the people. Cp. Dean Trench, Syn. xxxv. 

In opposition to the assertions of some Romish Divines who 
would limit the word Ae:rovpyla to the sacrifice of the Mase, it 
may be observed that Chrys. here interprets the word by «npur- 
vévrav, preaching ; and it has been shown by Jsaae Casaubon 
(Exercit. Baron. xvi. n. 41) that it extends to Divine Worship 
generally, i. e. to Prayers, Reading of Scripture, Preaching, and 
Administration of the Sacraments. Sometimes the word puoruch 
was added to it, and then it generally signified the Holy Eucharist. 
See Bingham, xiii. 1. 

— addgoploare 54 poi] separate ye them to Me now. The con- 
junction 3% is thus used with an imperative and conjunctive to 
indicate a command to be executed without delay. See Valck., 
and comp. Luke ii. 15. Acts xv. 36. 1 Cor. vi. 20. Separate 
them from yourselves, and from the order of Prophets and 
Teachers (to which they have Aitherfo belonged), and ordain ye 
them now fo that work to which I have called them, viz., as the 
sequel shows, to the Apostleship of the Gentiles. Seo on | Cor. 
ix. 6. Gal. ii. 9. 

Indeed St. Paul in the beginning of his Epistle to the greatest 
Gentile Church seems specially to refer to these very words of the 
Holy Ghost, MaiAos xAnrds dwdorodos dpwpiopévos els 
evayyéAvov @eot. See Rom. i. 1. 

On épyov, work, used in this sense, see 1 Tim. iii. 1, ef res 
dmoxowhs dpéyera:, xadod Epyou éwibupel. So Chrys. Cp. S. 
Leo, Ep. ad Dioscor. 79, and below, v. 9. 

Up to this time they are called Prophets, or preachers. See 
xiii. 1. But, after their Ordination at Antioch, they appear in the 
next Chapter with the Apostolic title (v.4), oby rots dwoordaAots, 
with the Apostles ; i. e, Barnabas and Paul; and again, v. 14, of 
awéorodto: BapydBas xa MadtAos, the Apostles, Barnabas 
and Paul. Although St. Paul had received Visions and Revelations 
of the Lord, yet Ordination and Mission by the public authority 
of the Church, to qualify him for the Apostolic Office, was not 


dispensed with in his case; but was specially enjoined by the 
Holy Spirit Himself, who did noé say, ‘I have separated them,” 


but “‘ Do ye separate them for Me.”’ 

Here (says Chrys.) we may see a proof of the Divinity of 
the Holy Ghost. The Prophets were ministering to the Lord. 
He does not say, Separate Paul and Barnabas to the Lord, but to 
Me, for the Ministry to which J have called them: showing that 
He is coequal with God. 


‘¢ When was Bt. Paul ordained to be an Apostle ?”’ 

This is an important question, and much has been written 
upon it (see Lardner, iii. p. 250). 

But it does not seem that sufficient attention has been paid 
to the important difference between his call, and mission to the 
Apostleship. 

He had received an immediate call from Christ at his Con- 
version, and was even then sent to the Gentiles (Acts xxvi. 16— 
18), xpds obs ot dwooréAAw, to whom I send thee as an Apostle. 

It is therefore true that he was then divinely called and sent 
to be an Apostle to the Gentiles. 

But he was not then ordained to be an Apostle. He had 
not as yet received the inward spiritual gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
and the external visible mission, which were requisite to autho- 
rize, qualify, and enable him to execute Apostolic acts. See note 
below on Acts xxvi. 17. 

He had also supernatural Revelations in Arabia from Christ 
(Gal. i. 11—17) ; and these Visions and Revelations were arguments 
and motives to Aimsel/, for entering on the Apostolic office. But 
they would not carry conviction to others, and persuade thens to 
receive him as an Apostle. 

And he does not appear, as yet, to have exercised Apostolic 
fanctions. Nor is he, as yet, called an Apostle by the Holy Spirit 
writing by St. Luke; but he is only a Prophet, or Teacher (xiii. 1). 

In order to execute the office of an Apostie, it was provided 
that he should not only have an inward call from God, but also 
have an external mission and ordination from Him, by the in- 
strumentality of persons in the Church who were qualified to 
ordain him. 

This is what he received, when the Holy Ghost said, Separate 
to Me now Barnabas and Paul for the work to which I have 
ealled them (Acts xiii. 2). 

A distinction must therefore be made between the cali, and 
the separation, to the work of the Ministry. And nothing more 

shows the necessity of a regular external mission (see 
Article XXIIT.), as well as an inward spiritual cail, than the 
example of St. Paul, who was converted in an extraordinary man- 


ner, and eminently privileged by an “abundance of Revelations 
and Visions of the Lord’’ (2 Cor. xii. 7), and who was directly 
nominated and appointed by the Holy Ghost Himself speaking 
from heaven to the Church (v. 2); and yet even he did not ven- 
ture to enter on Apostolic functions, and did not receive the name 
of an Apostle, till he had been ordained by the laying on of hands. 

It is the special function of God the Holy Ghost to qualify 
men by the divine unction at Ordination to discharge the duties 
to which they are called. See Acts xx. 28, and Bp. Pearson, | 
Art. viii. p. 616. 


This is the second instance, recorded in the Acts, of Ordina- 
tion to the Apostolic Office. It leads us to consider the agency 
by which, and the purposes for which, the Ordination of Apostles 
was effected; and its bearing on the Regimen and Polity of the 
Church, as regards the Christian Ministry. 

Christ, the Son of God, manifest in the Flesh, was sent by 
God. He was God’s Apostle (Heb. iii. 1) to Men: He is the 
Bishop of their souls (1 Pet. ii. 25). 

He, when personally present upon Earth, chose the Twelve 
Apostles. 

While He was upon Earth, one of the Twelve died. 

Yet, although Christ was forty days upon earth “speaking 
of the things concerning the kingdom of God ”’ (Acts i. 3), after 
this vacancy had occurred, Ho did not fill it up then. 

But the first Act which the Apostles performed after Christ’s 
Ascension into heaven, was to pray to Him to show “ which of 
the two,” whom they had nominated, “‘ He had chosen, to take 
part in the ministry and Apostleship, from which Judas by trans- 
gression fell’ (Acts i. 24). 

The words of the Original are remarkable there,—Kupie, 
dvddertor dy CE er EE dx Tobrwv Tay Sto va. The word derdio 
connects the choice of the one with the choice of the original 
Twelve (see note, and cp. Actsi. 2). And the word éva, one, re- 
served for the end of the sentence, is emphatic, and is contrasted 
with 860, ‘wo. Jf more than one had been chosen to succeed to 
the vacancy, it might have been supposed, that the persons so 
chosen were not severally and singly equal in dignity to the one, 
whose place they together occupied. Bat by the choice of one out of 
two to succeed one, it was shown that the one eo chosen was equal 
to him whom he was chosen to succeed. Hence the Holy Spirit 
adds, ‘‘ The /o¢ fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the 
eleven Apostles.” 

Hence we derive certain important inferences,— 

(1) That Christ, though no longer seen on earth, is as much 
present with His Church as when He was personally visible; and 
that He can as well choose an Apostle, when he is sitting on His 
throne in heaven, as when He is walking by the Sea of Galilee. 

(2) That the Apostolic office was to be continued in the 
Church. The first act done by Him after His Ascension was to 
provide for its continuance. 

(3) That the Episcopal form of Church Government, which 
alone exhibits that continuance, is the regimen of the Church 
that is most in accordance with the will of Christ. 

(4) That all the Apostles were equal in dignity. They are 
called ‘* the Eleven ’’ (Acts i. 26). If one of the Apostles, e. g. 
St. Peter, had been superior in degree to the other Ten, he would 
not have been classed with them. 

(5) That their swecessors are equal to them in all ordinary 
Apostolic fanctions. Matthias is equal to Judas, into whose place 
he succeeds, and he is “‘ numbered with the Eleven Apostles.” 

(6) Even therefore if the Bishop of Rome is the successor 
of 8t. Peter, he bas no claim on that ground to domineer over his 
brethren, the other Bishops of the Church. 

The Descent of the Holy Ghost made no change in these 
principles of Church Polity; it confirmed them; at the same 
time, it extended their application. Before that descent, the 
Apostles prayed to Christ to show His Will by the medium of 
Lots, in the election of a successor to the vacant place among the 
Apostles. The Hoty Gaost had not then been given. But 
after the Day of Pentecost, all reference to Lots ceased. The 
Father sent the Holy Ghost, in the Name of the Son (John xiv. 
26), to be the Interpreter of the Will of the Ever-Blessed Trinity 
in the Regimen of the Church. 

Hence, therefore, in the now before us (Acts xiii. 2), 
which describes the first Ordination to the Apostolic office after 
the Day of Pentecost, we hear the Voice of the Holy Spirit Him- 
self. ‘ The Holy Ghost said, Separate Me Barnabas and Saul 
Sor the work whereunto I have called them.” Barnabas and Saul 
are ordained to the Apostleship. Henceforth they are called 
“* Apostles,” and perform Apostolic Acte. They are equal in 
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dignity to the original Twelve, who had been chosen by Christ 
upon earth. Paul says of himself, that he is not ‘a whit behind 
the very chiefest Apostles” (2 Cor. xi. 5). 

Judas had fallen away from his place: fwo persons were 
named; but only one was chosen to succeed him. Thus the 
equality of the successor to him whom he succeeded had been 
declared. 

- This point being established, we now find a provision made 
not only for the permanent continuance, but also for the ampler 
extension of the Apostolic office. 

The next Apostle who died after Judas was St. James (Acts 
xii. 2). Here also fwo persons are named (Barnabas and Saul), 
and dJoth are ordained to the Apostleship. They are ordained by 
the instrumentality of men, acting by command of the Holy Ghost : 

Accordingly, the Church of England, in her Office for the 
consecration of Bishops, recognizes this act at Antioch, as the 
Ordination of St. Paul and Barnabas. 

Thus, then, in these several Scriptures, we may recognize a 
divine dispensation for the continuation and multiplication of the 
Apostolate. 

After this time, special utterances of the Holy Ghost, singling 
out particular persons for this office, are no longer distinctly 
heard. They cease, as Lotz ceased. But the Holy Spirit is ever 
speaking and acting in and by the Apostles and the Church, 
which is His Temple; He ordains a Timothy at Ephesus, and a 
Titus in Crete, and Angels in the Churches of Asia, and others 
after them in succession to this day, to perform the ordinary 
functions of Apostles, and to be their successors, not indeed in 
the working of miracles,—which were but for a season,—but in 
all that is requisite for edifying the Body of Christ in every age 
and country, and for communicating to the immortal soul those 
ordinary gifts and graces which are necessary for its spiritual 
health here, and for its everlasting glory hereafter. 

These conclusions are confirmed by the consentient voice and 
concurrent practice of the Church Universal, which is the Body of 
Christ, and is guided by the Holy Spirit, and which has authorized 
one form of Kcclesiastical Regimen, that by Bishops, whom she 
regards as successors of the Apostles in all ordinary Apostolic 
Offices and Acts (see on Acts xx. 28). 

Here is a strong testimony for Episcopacy, as distinguished 
from the theory of the Papal Supremacy on the one side, and 
from Presbyterian parity and Lay Ordinations on the other. 

In fine, this subject derives a solemn importance from the 
considerations, — 

(1) That the Son of Gop was sent by the Faruenr to be 
the Apostle and Bishop of our souls. 1 Pet. ii. 25. 

(2) That when on Earth He chose the Twelve. Matt. x. 1. 

(3) That when He had ascended into heaven, He appointed 
Matthias to succeed to the place in the Apostleship, from which 
Judas by transgression fell. Acts i. 24—26. 

(4) That after the Day of Pentecost the Hoty Guosrt or- 
dained Paul and Barnabas to the same office. Acts xiii. 1—8. 

(5) That the Bishops of the Church are the successors of 
the Holy Apostles; and that their office includes within itself the 
two inferior orders of Priests and Deacons. See further on this 
subject note prefixed to 1 Tim. iii., p. 433. 

(6) Thus then we see the Three Persons of the Ever-Blessed 
Trinity, God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, all co- 
operating in the Institution and Continuance of that Office which 
is the Foundation of the Threefold Ministry ; and thus Episco- 
pacy is grounded on the same sanction as that of Christianity 
itself, which is instituted and propagated by Baptism in the 
Name of the Trrune Gop. 

4. dxreupddvres] This is St. Paul’s fret Missionary Tour. 

It begins at Antioch, and ends there. See xiv. 26. The 
page of this appears from the peculiar character of that City 

xi.. 26). 

Observe, that the range of St. Paul’s missionary labours 

always expands in his successive Tours. This first tour is a short 


one, the next is larger; and so on till he comes to Greece, Illyri- 
cum, Italy, Spain, and perhaps Britain. See Rom. xv. 24. 
Introd. to Hebrews, p. 366. 

An example to the Christian. See Phil. iii. 14. 

— Zedrctneray] Seleucia, the harbour of Antioch, on the 
Orontes ; and about sixteen miles from that city. (Howson, i. 166.) 

— Kérpoy] Cyprus, the country of Barnabas, iv. 36. He showed 
his love for his native land by traversing the whole, v. 6, 8Anv rhy 
yjnoov—as the true reading is,—restored from A, B, C, D, E. 

5. év rais cvvarywyais] in the Synagogues. St. Paul, though 
sent to the Gentiles, begins always by offering the Gospel to the 
Jews. Cp. v.42. Such was his patience, wisdom, and charity 
toward God’s ancient people, although they, for the most part, 
treated him with cruelty. Hé did not go at first to Sergius 
Paulus,—a Gentile,—but the Proconsul sent for him, v. 7. 

‘‘ In the Synagogues.’’ We may observe here the prospective 
adaptations of the World for the reception of the ig by God’s 
providential dispensation, in the dispersion of the Jews, and in 
the erection of Synagogues throughout the world, which served 
as temporary Churches to the Apostles for preaching the Gospel, 
from the words of the Law and the Prophets, which were “ read 
there every Sabbath Day” (see o. 27, and xv. 21), and which 
furnished texts for their Sermons. 

Thus the soil of the World was already ploughed into furrows 
to receive the seed of the Gospel; or, to use another figure, the 
Synagogue was the vestibule of the Church. See the references 
made to Synayogues in this history, Acts ix. 20; xiii. 5. 14. 
42, 43; xiv. 1; xv. 21; xvii. 1, 2, where it is said, xara rd 
elwOds rg Madam elonjarde x.7.A., and cp. Introduction above, p. 8. 

— "ledvyny)] John. St. Mark. See xii. 12. 25; xiii. 5. 

6. 8Anv] See ono. 4. 

— M"dgov] Paphus. On the western coast of Cyprus. 

— pdyor] magician. On the influence of udyo: and yénres at 
that time, and the obstacles thence presented to the Gospel, see 
Howson’s remarks, i. p. 178, and above, viii. 9—12. 

7. dvOurdry] Proconsul. Another instance of St. Luke’s ac- 
curacy. Cyprus had been subject to a “ Propretor,” being an 
Imperial Province under Augustus; but that Emperor, in 5.c. 
27, converted it into a Senatorian Province, under a Proconsud 
(Dio Cass. liii. 12, p. 504, and liv. 4, p. 532); and such it was 
under Claudius, as is proved by a coin of that reign bearing the 
inscription Claudius Caesar, and on the reverse EIN] KOMINIOY 
MIPOKAOY AN®@YTTIATOT KTIIPIQON. See Akermann, Numis- 
matic Illustrations of N. T., pp. 39—42, who gives the names of 
four *Ar@draro: of Cyprus. 


This text thus explained suggests a salutary caution of ge- 
neral application in the study of the N. T. 

It was thought by many, that Cyprus must have been under 
8 Propretor (and not a Proconsul), because Strabo (xiv. ad fin.) 
calls it an éwapxyla orparryixh wéxps viv. Hence even Beza 
would have altered the text here from Proconeul into Proprator ; 
and did so change it in his Translation. 

But it appears from Dio Cassius, p. 504, c, that all the 
Governors of the Senatorian Provinces were called Proconsuls, 
though they had been only Preetors; and the coins of Cyprus, and 
ancient Inscriptions of the age of Caligula and Claudius, give the 
title of Proconsul to the Governor of Cyprus. This has been 
pointed out by Cardinal Noris (Cenotaph. Pisan. p. 219), Engel 
(Kypros, 1843); and in England by Lardner (i. p. 19), Cony- 
beare and Howson (chap. 5), and others; and thus St. Luke’s 

has been vindicated. 

There is little doubt, that in other cases, where some diffi- 
culties may still exist in the records of Holy Writ, a similar result 
would be attained, if all their circumstances were known. 

— dvipt cuvete] an intelligent and wise man. A remarkable 
description. Two Proconsuls are placed in striking contrast with 
each other in this history; Sergius Paulus, Proconsul of Cypras, 
and Gallio, Proconsul of Achaia (xviii. 12—17). The one is eager 


104 


f Exod. 7. 11. 
2 Tim. 3. 8. 


ACTS XIII. 8—14. 


aKxodoat Tov Aéyov TOD Geod. °*’ AvOicraro S€ abtois *"Evpas 6 pdyos, ovras 


yap peDepunveverar Td dvopa avrod, Cytav Siactpépa tov avOdmatoy ard TAS 
miorews. % Zaddos dé, o cal IavXos, thycGeis Tvevparos ayiov, drevicas eis 


Matt. 18. 38. 
ohn 8. 44. < 
1 John 8. 8. 


h Exod. 9. 3. 


avrév 1 ® elrev, "2 mdijpns ravrés Sddouv Kai maons padioupyias, vie AvaBddov, 
éyOpe madaons Sixavoovvys, ov mavon Siactpépwv tas Gdovs Kupiov tas evfeias ; 
11} Kat viv Sov, xelp Kupiov éri oe, kat €on tuddos, uy Brérwv rv Woy aypr 


A a“ de > ? 9 9 9 A 9 pty .Y 4 ‘ Q , 
Katpou. Ilapaxypnpa € €METTECEVY ET AUTOV ax. US KQ@t COKOTOS® Kab TEPLayorv 


é(yre. yeupayayous. 


2 Tore Sav 6 avObraros Td yeyovds éxiotevoer, extryoTOSpEvos Emi TH 


5.Say7 Tov Kupiov. 
fich. 15. 38, 


Tlapduiias. 


13? AvaxOévtes Sé€ ad TAS Hddov ot epi Haddov, #Oov eis Wépyny ris 


’ , 23 , 93 3 A es > € “? 
Iwavvns 5€ aroxwpyoas an’ avrav tréotpeper eis ‘Tepood\upe. 
4 Abrot Se SuehOdvres azo THs Ilépyns twapeyévovro eis "Avtidyeray THS Tucr- 





to hear, and sends for the Apostles; the other cares for none of 
these things; the one is unknown to the world, but is called here 
by the Holy Spirit dvhp cuverds, a man of understanding; the 
other, Gallio, was caressed by the World, but has no such praise 
from God. : 

8. "EAduas] Elymas, the professional name of Bar Jesus, the 
Jew, and equivalent to udyos, from wovy, “in lingua Arabic’ et 
Persici magus."’ (Rosenm.) 

Q. ZavAos, 6 wal MavAos] Saul, who is also Paul. His name 
was changed at his Ordination to the Apostleship, as Simon was 
named Peter when called by Christ (Chrys.), and the sons of 
Zebedee were surnamed Boanerges, Mark iii. 17. But in Paul’s 
case there was not an addition to the former name, but a change 
in it; and yet so as to leave much of the original name ; 

Some Expositors have said that this change was merely allu- 
sive and alliterative,—as Jason from Jesus, Pollio from Hillel, &c., 
for readier acceptance among the Romans ; 

But surely there was something more than this in the case of 
the Apostle to the Gentiles ; 

The change seems to have been made, 

(1) Because Zaidos was a purely Jewish name, wy, and 

(2) Because among the Greeks it might expose him to con- 
tempt, as having the same 3ound as cavAos (not cavAds, see 
Passow in v.), wanton. See Homer, Hymn. Mercur. 28, and 
Ruhnken there. 

(3) To indicate his change and call to a new life; from a 
Jew to a Christian; from a Persecutor to a Preacher of the 
Gospel. “ Patifur Paulue,’’ says an ancient author in Aug. 
Append. Serm. 204, ‘“‘ quod fecerat Saulus. Saulus lapidavit, 
Paulus lapidatus est; Saulus Christianos virgis affecit, Paulus 
quinquies quadragies unfii minus accepit. Saulus persecutus est 
Ecclesiam Dei, Paulus submissus est in sporta; Saulus vinxit, 
Paulus vinctus est.” 

(4) But in the change of ZaiAos to MavAos much of the 
sh ee word was eft, and commemorated what he had been, 
and bespoke God’s mercies to him in his new condition. Com- 
pare the slight verbal changes in Abram, Sara, Hoshea the son of 
Nun, and others. (Bp. Pearson on the Creed, Art. ii. p. 132.) 
The fire of zeal of ZavAos still glowed in the heart of IavAos, but 
ita flame was purified by the Holy Ghost. 

(5) His “new name’ denoted sleo his mission to the Gen- 
tiles, of whom the Romans were the principal nation, to whom 
the name Paulus was familiar. 

(6) Some add that it was a token of humility, “ Paulus, 
parvulus, quia se judice éAdyiocros tay dxoordAwy’’ (1 Cor. 
xv. 9, where see note); as S. Augustine says in Ps. lxxii. (in an 
observation undeservedly ridiculed by some in recent times), ‘‘ ex 
Saulo factus est Paulus, ex superbo modicus; Paulum enim mo- 
dicum est,” and De Spir. et Litera, c. 7. On St. Paul’s relation 
to Benjamin “ the little,’”’ see on ix. 1, and on I Cor. xv. 8. 

(7) The first convert whom he is recorded to have made was 
a noble Roman, the Proconsul of Cyprus, then a Senatorian Pro- 
vince (Dio Cass. iv. p. 523), whose cognomen (no? preenomen) 
was Paulus; and thus his name Paulus was a name of good 
augury, a8 presaging St. Paul’s future success in the Roman and 
Gentile world. 

As S. Jerome says (in Epist. ad Philem.), ‘‘ As Scipio, after 
the conquest of Africa, took the name of Africanus; and Me- 
tellus, having subdued Crete, gained the title of Creticus for his 
family ; and Roman Generals are called from the nations over 


which they have triumphed, by the names Adiabenici, Parthici, 
Sarmatici ; so Saul, being sent to preach to the Gentiles, brought 
back a trophy of his victory from the first spoil won by the 
Church, the Proconsul Sergius Paulus; and erected his banner 
therewith, and instead of Saul was called Paul.”’ It is not said 
by Jerome that he gave hinese(f this name on this account, which 
might indeed have been scarcely consistent with humility. 

St. Paul, the Apostle of the Greeks, was the milius Paulus 
of the Gospel. He was indeed Macedonicus. He obeyed the 
heavenly vision of the man of Macedonia (xvi. 9), and brought 
Macedonia to Christ. 

(8) Names imposed upon holy men, st the beginning of 
their career, were prophetic and significant of their office. And 
if the Western World is to have a Head, certainly Paul, with 
his Roman name and mission to the West (Clem. Rom. i. 5), 
might seem to challenge that title for himself, rather than he who 
bore the Aramaic name Cephas, and the Greek one Peter. 

— drevicas] intently fixing his eyes. It has been argued 
by some from this expression here and in ch. xxiii, 1, that Paul 
never recovered his sight as before his Conversion, when he was 
blinded for a time by the “glory of that light.’”” But it would 
seem rather, that the reverse might be inferred from the use of the 
word drev{(w, which indicates a vigorous exercise and tension of 
the optic nerves, by which the spectator penetrates with a keen 
and piercing glance to the extreme point of his field of view. See 
the pasaages in i. 10, where it is used of the Apostles, and iii. 4, of 
St. Peter, vii. 55, of St. Stephen,—when their visual faculties 
were most strongly stimulated, and most powerfully exercised. 
It appears to be employed also here and elsewhere to indicate 
that faculty which the Apostles possessed, of discerning the spirits 
and scrutinizing the inward affections. 

10. vit AraBdAov] By his name he was ‘son of Jesus,’ but by 
opposing Jesus he became son of the Devil. 

LL. lop Truprds—xeipaywyots) thou shalt be blind, not seeing 
the sun for a season. Saul himself, in his blind rage against the 
Church, had been stricken with blindness by God. Elymas, in 
his blind perversion of the truth, is now stricken with blindness 
by God at Paul’s word. Paul was stricken in mercy, till he 
prayed, and was restored by God through the agency of Ananias 
(ix. 11. 17, 18), in order that he might see the light of the Goe- 

. 8o Elymas was threatened with blindness for a season 
(cp. Luke iv. 13), that he might repent and see the light in body 
and soul. Saul had ye:paywyotrvras, who led him to Damascus, 
where he received his sight (ix. 8), and Elymas had his xe:payw- 
yobs. The scales had fallen from the eyes of Saul (ix. 18). 
A mist falls on the eyes of Elymas, and that mist was “for a 
season,” —a season of repentance, and might be dispelled, if he 
would resort to the same restoratives as St. Paul. 

Thus the temporary blindness of the eye might be ministerial 
to the eternal light of the soul. Let these circumstances be con- 
sidered by those who would charge St. Paul with cruelty. Seo 
above, on chap. v. 5. 

— ph BAdérar] See above, ix. 9. 

12. 3:8axf] See Mark i. 27. 

18. of wep) TiatAov] Paul and his company. Cp. John xi. 19. 

— Mépynv] Perga, the metropolis of Pamphylia, celebrated 
for its Temple of Artemis; on the river Cestrus,—seven miles 
from its mouth. Sérabo, xiv. 4. Wetst. p. 535. Howson, p. 194. 

— "ladyyys] John. Seo xii. 12. 25; xiii. 5; xv. 37. 

14. *Avridxesay) Antioch of Pisidia; on Mount Taurus, east 
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of Apollonia ; built by Seleucus Nicator; it obtained the ‘jus 
Italicum’ under Augustus. Plin. v.24. - 

15. uw. 8. 7. dvd-yvacty Tov véuou kal ray xpopnray] after the 
reading of the Law and the Prophets. Cp. xv. 21. After the 
reading of the proper lesson for the day from the Pentateuch 
(Paraschah), of which there were fifty-three or fifty-four, and 
of the Haphiarah, or proper lesson from the Prophets, cor- 
responding in number, and in some degree in purport, to the 
respective Paraschah. The weekly Calendar of the Lessons read 
in the Synagogues may be seen in Bartoloc. Bibl. Rabb. ii. 

pp. 593- 8; 655-664. Allen’s Modern Judaism, pp. 9—12. 
Cp. Hottinger, Thesaur. Philol. pp. 215—220. Busxtorf, Synag. 
cap. Xvi 

The XLIVth of the Parashioth and Haphtoroth is now 
Deut. i.—iii. 22. Isa.i. 1—27. And from their internal con- 
nexion with St. Paul’s speech, ov. 18, 19, it has been conjec- 
— by some (e.g. Bengel) that those were the lessons of the 


In what language did St. Paul preach in Pisidia ? 

Strabo (xiii. ad fin.) distinguishes the Pisidian tongue from 
the Greek and the Lydian; and if St. Paul spoke to the people 
in their vernacular tongue, his address was in some other lan- 
guage than Greek. We do not find that he bad any difficulty in 
making himself understood ‘by any of the various populations of 
Asia Minor, who spoke many different languages (see Strado xii. 
in Ligh{foot, ii. 693); and this is a confirmation of what was 
stated above concerning the gift of Tongues (ii. 4). See below, 
on xiv. 11. 

a xaraceloas ry xeipl}] See above, xii. 17, and below, 
xxi. 40. 

== ‘el doBotpeva: roy Gedy] they who feared God. Sometimes 
called of ceBduevor, worshippers. Proselytes of the Gate, not 
circumcised, and thus distinguished from &ydpes "Iopandiras, Ie- 
raelites. Cp. v. 43. 50; xvi. 14; xvii. 4. 17; xviii. 7. 
Mede’s Essay, Book i. Disc. 3, p. 21, and above, Introduction, 
p- 9. 

18. érpopoddépncer} bare them, as a nursing father bears his 
children. So A, C, E, and seven cursive MSS., and many ver- 
sions, e.g. Syr., Copt., AEthiop., Sahid., and some early writers. 
So Bornemann, Bloomf. -» Tisch. (ed. 7), ‘and Alford. The word 
is from Deut. i. 31, LXX, rpopopophce:, where Codex Vat, has 
Tpowopopho es oe Kupios 6 cds cov os efris Tpopopophoa: by Oporros 
tw vlbdy abrov. 

The word also occurs in 2 Macc. vii. 27, éAdnody we rhy ev 
yaorp) wepievéyxacdy ce uivas dvvda, kal OnAdcacdy ce ery tpla, 
wal &xOpéyacdy oe, xal dyayouray els thy fAuclay tadrny, cal 
Tpopogophoacay, and in Macarius, Homil. 46, dvadauBdvet, 
kal wepiOdrwe: xal rpopopopet dy moAAG oropyf (Eustath. Odyss. 
B. 131). 

And it is explained by Cyril, Gloss., ds rpogds éBdorace, 
bare them as it were on his back, as a nursing father does his 
child. Cp. Exod. xix. 4. Numb. xi. 12. Isa. xlvi. 3; and cp. 
Deut. v. 15; viii. 2. Isa. lxiii. 9. Hos. xi. 3. Amos ii. 10. 

This is a better reading than that of Elz., érporopdpnoey (bare 

their manners), which was indeed true, but not likely to be eaid, 
especially by St. Paul, who sought, as far as was consistent with 
truth, to offend none, and conciliate all (1 Cor. ix. 20); 
Bt, Paul might well begin his address by reminding the Jews 
of their privileges in being nursed by the tender care of God; but 
it is nof probable that so consummate an orator would have com- 
menced his address with what would exasperate and repel them, 
vis. with a commemoration of their ingratitude to Him. 

19. %0vn éwrd] seven nations. Deut. vii. 1. 

Vou. I.—Paarr II. 


— xarexAnpovdunocer] He assigned as an inheritance. So A, 
B, C, D, E, G, and many Cursives, and this is received by Lachm., 
Tisch., Born.. Alf.—Elz. has KarexAnpodsrnge, which is probably 
a gloss on the other word, used in an uncommon sense, Cp. 
Numb. xxvi. 54. 56. Josh. xiv. 2. Ps. Ixxviii. 55 

20. ds treat terpaxoclous nal wevrfxoyra’ xa) uerd Taira] 
for about four hundred and Jjifly yeare: and after these—. 
Elz. has wal pera rata &s reo: rerpaxocios nal wevrh- 
KovTa. 

_ The true reading has been happily restored by Lachmann 
from the oldest MSS., A, B, C, supported by the Latin, Coptic, 
Armenian, and Sahidie Versions, and hy Chrys., and by D, which 
has not pera tavra. 

This solves the question which has been the subject of much 
discussion in the comments upon this verse. The Latin Mcrtre 
explains it well thus, “‘ quasi post quadringentos et a bar 
annos,”’ i. e. from the great epoch to which St. Paul ratio) 
at the commencement of his speech, their reception into covenant 
with God, in Isaac, which was about (ds) 450 years before their 
entering into their inheritance in the promised land, i. e. from 
A.M. 2046. the birth of Isaac, to a.m. 2493, when the land began 
to be cultivated by the Israelites. 

As Bengel well says, ‘‘ Distributio terre (Canaan) non est 
inifium periodi quasi annorum ccccL, sed mefa;’’ and he refers 
to John ii. 20 for the use of the dative, “quo innuitur, quantum 
annorum ab initio rei intercesserit, dum res ipsa eveniret.”’ 

It is therefore unreasonable to allege, that this calculation is 
irreconcileable with that in | Kings vi. 1. That chronological 
period begins with the Exodus, this ends with the entrance into 
Canaan 


But it is worthy of remark, that the interval between the 
birth of Isaac and the entrance into Canaan was equal in dura- 
tion to the interval between the deliverance of Exodus and the 
building of the Temple; and nearly corresponded to the time from 
the rebuilding of Jerusalem, after the Captivity, to the Death of 
Christ. 

The entrance into the Promised Land, and the building of 
the Temple, were earnests and figures of the entrance opened into 
Heaven, and of the building up of the Christian Church, by the 
Sacrifice of Christ on the Cross; and each of these three Events 
was preceded by some great national Mercy at a distance of 
about 450 years. 

A few more words on the reading of this passage ; 

One of the characteristics of a modern school of Biblical 
Criticism, is its inordinate love of discovering discrepancies in 
Holy Scripture ; 

This is pemetneny exemplified in some recent expositions of 
this 


The Feailiia of the three principal Uncial MSS. removes the 
discrepancy which is found in the received text between this 
verse and | Kings vi. 1. 

Yet, some Critics, who, on other occasions, di the 
receivéd Text, and profess great respect for the authority of the 
Uncial MSS., here treat the Uncial MSS. with contempt, and 
affirm that they have been “corrupted, in order to solve the 
chronological difficulty.”’ 

Such an example as this is, however, instructive. It serves 
to neutralize the evil arising from the supposed “discovery of 
discrepancies’”’ in Scripture. It suggests the reflection, that those 
allegations are not made on solid grounds, but proceed from the 
impulses of an arbitrary caprice, which disparages History and 
Criticism, and loves to gratify a morbid appetite of scepticism b 
contradictions invented by itself, and imputed to Holy oe 
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| B1. ZaodA—#rn reacapdxovra)] Saul—forty years. The Old 
Testament does not record the duration of Saul’s reign. S¢. 
Paul’s statement agrees with Josephus (Ant. vi. 14. 9), who says 
that Saul reigned eighteen years before Samuel’s death, and twenty 
after it. As Biscoe observes (p. 616), ‘‘Saul’s youngest son 
Ishbosheth was forty years old at the time of his father’s death, 
and yet his father is said to be but a young man when he was 
first inaugurated by Samuel.’’ 

22. @ xa) elwe u., Eipoy—ov] to whom He bare witness and 
eaid, I found David the son of Jesse, &c. A passage not found 
totidem verbis in any one place of the Old Testament ; but com- 

in substance and mainly in letter of two or three texte,— Pa. 

ix. 21. 1 Sam. xiii. 14; xv. 28; xvi.13. Chrys. 

‘‘ The Jewish writers and speakers were accustomed to recite 
& passage not found in so many words /iferatim in Scripture, but 
wade up of several passages.’’ (Rosenmiiler.) 

An excellent observation, which, if duly attended to, might 
have preserved the Sacred Text from many unjust aspersions of 
some later Critics, and have saved them and others from the un- 
happy consequences of such allegations. See above on Matt. ii. 
23. Acts vii. 43. 

23. tryaye] brought. So A, B, E, G, H, and many Cursives, 
for Hyeipe. Cp. Zech. iii. 8, bya roy SovAdy pov ’AvaroAgy. So 
Isa. xlviii. 15, éy@ éxdAera, ey Fyayoyr avrdéy. Heb. i. 6, Stay 
eicaydyn toy xperéroxoy. 

— "Incoty) Jesus: the name fwice uttered by St. Paul in this 
speech, see v. 33,—the Jews at Antioch in Pisidia were more tole- 
rant than those at Jerusalem. See on vii. 45. 

25. dxAfpou)] was fulfilling; in the execution of his mission, as 
the wpé3pomos or forerunner of Christ. 

29. FOnxav eis urynuciov] they laid Him in a tomb. Because 
the Jews delivered Christ to Pilate, they are represented as the 
Aatbors of His Death and Burial, although they did not transact 
either the one or the other with their own hands. 

As far as His Death and Burial were acts of enmity towards 
Him, they are accounted the agents, as Judas, who only gave 
occasion to the purchase of the Field of Blood, is called the pur- 
chaser of it. Acts i. 18. See nute there. 

The reason of this seems to be, that Almighty God, Whose 
Word Holy Scripture is, traces human actions back through the 
indirect processes of intermediate agency, and lays the respon- 
sibility of them at the door of the origiual promoters. 

On the other hand, as far as Christ’s Death was a work of 
Love, it is ascribed to God and Christ (Matt. xx. 28. Rom. viii. 
32. Gal. i. 4. 1 Tim. ii. 6); and God and Christ are blessed for 


that work which caused the rejection of the Jews ; just as Joseph 
of Arimathsa and Nicodemus are mentioned honourably in Scrip- 
ture (John xix. 38) for performing the work of His Burial, which 
is here ascribed, not without censure, to the Jews. 

Thus even the worst actions of man are overruled for good, 
and the enmity of Satan is made an occasion for the triumph of 
the love of God. 

82. judy) of us: Elz. jyiv, which appears to have little 
MS. authority: jpev is in A, B, C*, D, and is supported by 
Vudg. and other versions. The sense is,—He has falfilled them 
to the children of ourselves ; and much more to us; to us and 
our posterity. Cp. ii. 39. St. Paul loves to identify himself 
with his Aearers. 

83. parug TG Seurdpy] in the Second Psalm. Paealm ii. 7. 
Some, with Cod. D, Origen, and Hilary, read rq xpérqe. What 
is now the Second Psalm, originally formed one with the First, 
or rather the First Psalm was the Procemium to the Psalter. 
See Michaelis and Rosenmiiller here. 

— vids pov el—ofpepoy yeyévynnd ce] This contains two 
distinct sayings— 

1) Thou art My Son from Eternity (Chrys., Cyril). And 
2) To-day, i. e. now (in time) I have begotten Thee. “ Eter- 
nifag nunquam vocabulo Aodie significatur.’’ (Bengel.) 

I have begotten Thee fo-day, in a double respect, 

(1) At thy Incarnation (see S. Cyril, in an excellent 
Scholium, Caten. p. 224). 

(2) At thy Resurrection from the dead; on which St. Paul 
here specially dwells, as in Heb. i. 5; and to which the Psalmist 
specially refers, as appears from the fact that the Mediatorial 
Kingdom of Christ, which he is there describing, is consequent 
on, and due to, Christ’s obedience and sufferings, and Resur- 
rection from the dead (see above on Matt. xxviii. 18). And it was 
true, in an emphatic sense, that, at the Resurrection, God said 
ofpepoy yeyéyynnd e, for Christ is rpardroxos Téy vexpar, 
the first- begotten of the dead (Col. i. 18. Rev. i. 5). See above, 
Acts ii. 24. ‘‘The Resurrection of Jesus,” says Ligh/foot, ‘‘ was 
the Dawn of the new world, the Morning of the New Creation.” 
See above on John xvi. 21 and Acts ii. 24. 

$4. 1a 8010 Aavid) T] "ION, the mercies conferred on David, 
which were wiord, surely pledged to him by God. 


35. 0b 8éces—B.apbopdy]) Thou wilt not suffer Thy Holy 
One to see corruption. It would seem that St. Paul had heard, 
or received an account of, St. Peter’s Speech on the Day of Pen- 
tecost. See above.on ii. 25—31. 
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86. id{q yeveG éxnperfoas] David ministered on earth to his 
own Generation, and died; but Christ ministers to all genera- 
tions. He died and rose again, and liveth for evermore, in order 
that all generations may live for ever; and He ministers in heaven, 
being ‘‘a Priest for ever’”’ (Psalm cx. 4), seeing ‘‘ He ever liveth 
to make intercession for us’’ (Heb. vii. 25). 

38, 39. yrarrdy obv tore) Be ti therefore known unto you, 
brethren, that through this Man remission of sins is being de- 
clared ; and that every one who believeth is being justified from 
re things from which ye could not be justified by the Law of 

ses. 

— Siuxaovra] is being justified: Sixasoty is the word used by 
the LXX for the Hebrew prayn, ‘justificavit, crimine absolvit ; 
poenis immunem pronuntiavit ; adedque prs justun in foro di- 
vines eguifatis et judicio deciaravit.’ See on Luke vii. 29; xviii. 
14. Rom.i. 17. Cp. Gen. xxxviii. 26; xliv. 16. Exod. xxiii. 7. 
Deut. xxv. 1. Ps. Ixxxii. 3; cxliii.2. Isa. v. 23. Jer. iii. 1). 
Ezek. xvi. 51, 52. Cp. Bp. Bull, Harmon. Apostol. cap. i., and 
Introduction to Romans below, p. 198. 

Here, in this first Sermon, which St. Paul is recorded to have 
psy in a Jewish Synagogue, we have the germ of his two 

pistles to the Galatians and Romans, concerning the great doc- 
trine of Justification ; an internal evidence of genuineness and 
veracity. These two verses contain the sum of the Gospel, as 
distinguished from the Law. Hammond in Rom. iii., note B. 
Bp. Bull, 1. c. 

It is observable also that St. Paul’s address appears to be 
formed on the same model as Si. Stephen’e—another proof of its 
influence on him, and of the truth of the history. See above, 

40. xpopfras] Prophets. Habak. i. 5. On this use of the 
plaral, see vii. 42, and Glass. Phil. pp. 286. 886. 

41. Were, of xarappornral] behold, ye despisers. Hab. i. 5, 
where the Hebrew original is O32 yo, which is usually rendered 
look and see in the nations. 

But it is probable that ov23 isa radical word (see Pococke, 
in Not. Miscell. in Porta Mosis, p. 24), signifying unjust or inso- 
lent. Hence the Version of the LXX, xaradpovnral, which is 
confirmed by the Syriac (see Rosenmiiller). It is not very likely, 
and ought not to be taken for granted, that so common a word 
as ma has been mistaken by the transcriber. 


—% od uh .] So A, B, C, D, E, G. Biz. has §. The 


sense is not that they would not believe in the work (r¢ Epyy), 
but they would not believe in Him Who wrought tt. 

43. abréy) Elz. adds éx rijs cuvaywyis tév "lov8aler, which 
is not found in the best MSS,—A, B, C, D, E,—and is a gloss. 

— wapexddouvy] Elz. adds ra yn, which is also a gloss; and 
is not found in A, B, C, D, E. 

This is important. The rn, Heathens, were not attendants 
at the synagogue, and it is not till ». 46, after two offers of the 
Gospel to the Jewe, that the Apostle turns to the Gentiles. 

— 7d perath 0.) the following Sabbath—v7rd éodpervov— 
(Theophyl.), not, as some say, the intervening week. Paul showed 
his wisdom and charity toward the Jews by preaching on their 
Sabbath. Ammonius also here interprets 7d yeratd by 7rd éod- 
pevoy. Cp. ». 44, and perafi is thus used for the “ following” 
by Josephus, B. J. v. 4. 2; c. Apion. i, 21. 

48. txe:Boy xpocudvew] they were persuading them to cleave 
to the grace of God. See above on xi. 23; xiv. 22. iz. has 
éxudévery, but A, B, C, D, E have rpocpévew. 

44. éxouery} next. So A, C*, E*. Cp. Mark i. 38, ras 
éxoudvas xapowdAes. Luke xiii. 33, ri exoudvp. Hilz. has 
épxopéve, but épxduevos seems to be more applicable to what 
is still future, or is expected fo come, and not past. See xviii. 21, 
thy toprhy thy epxoudyvny. Josephus has ty épxouérp, for the 
next day, Ant. vi. 11. 9. (Grinjield.) 

48. nal éxiorevoay 800: Foay reraypévas els (why aldriov] 
and as many as were ordered, i.e. were set in order (by God’s 
grace, and by His Word preached by St. Paul, and by their own 
will concurring therewith, see v. 43), to elernal life, believed, 
made profession of their faith, in the Gospel. 

These words are rendered in the Authorized Version, ‘‘as 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed ;” 

The words reraypévo: foay are happily chosen, because they 
have a passive and also a middle sense; and represent the twofold 
operation of divine grace on the heart, and also the concurrence 
of the human will; both of which are requisite to Faith, and 
Salvation. 

The Jews had rejected the offers of the Gospel made by 
St. Paul, see vv. 45, 46; they were thrusting the word away 

from themselves, dwa0ouvro thy Adyor. They, on their side, were 
unruly and obstinate; they were droreraypudvot TH (wy. Cp. 
Luke xiv. 18; 
But, on the other hand, the Gentiles rejoiced, and glorified 
P2 


a Mark 16. 20. 
eh. 19. 11. 
Heb. 2. 4. 


b 2 Tim. 8 {1. 


ACTS XIIl. 49—52. XIV. 1—10. 
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the word of the Lord; they had been reraypévoi, set in order, to 
life eternal by God, working by the preaching of St. Paul, and 
disposing them to receive the Word preached; and they readily 
complied with the divine will, word, and work; they obeyed 
St. Paul’s preaching, and, like good soldiers of God, being mus- 
tered by Him, set themselves also in order to march onward, in 
the way that leadeth to eternal life, foay reraypéva: els (why 
aidmoy (see Mede’e Works, p. 21, Book i. Disc. 3). Cp. 1 Cor. 
xvi. 15, eis d:axovlay Trois ayloas Eragay éavrods. The perfect 

ive is used in this sense by St. Luke, Acts xx. 13, oftaw ‘yap 
sy Sstareraypévos, he had so ordered himself. Cp. the use of 
tTeraypevos in many passages of Philo, as quoted by Whitby 
here, p. 169. So euverdGesvro John ix. 22, xpooxdxAnpua: Acts 
xiii. 2, dvréradra: xiii. 47, éwixdxAnoat xxv. 12, érfryyeAra 
Rom. iv. 21, and Sedwpnudéyns 2 Pet. i. 3. Cp. Winer, Gr. Gr. 
§ 39, p. 234. 

As many as had done this, ¢éxicrevoay; that is, they boldly 
and nobly, and in spite of the rage and blasphemy of the Jews 
(v. 45), and the persecution which they stirred up against Paul 
and Barnabas, whom they expelled out of their coasts (v. 50), 
made public profession of their faith, and were received by bap- 
tism into the Charch. 

This Exposition is confirmed by the authority of ancient 
Greek writers. See Caten. p. 230, where reraypévo: is explained 
by els rovro 1d trdyua erA0drres. 

This word éxlorevoay, as in numerous other places of the 
Acts, and the other books of the N. T., means, they made a 
public profession of faith ; they joined the number of the miro) 
or miorevoyres, that is, ‘‘nomina dederunt Christo, et aggregati 
sunt Ecclesie.”” See what follows immediately here, ch. xiv. 1, 
éydvero abrots Aadijioa Sore wiogrevoat wodb wAHO0s, who 
are there distinguished from of dresOotvres “lov8aior. Cp. ii. 
44; iv. 4, and specially viii. 13; xi. 21, woAts dpiduds wic- 
rebcas: xv. 7, miorevoa: xvii. 12; xviii. 8; xxi. 20. 25, ray 
wemorteuxéroyv €Over, and Rom. xiii. 11, dre ériaretcauey, when 
we made a public profession of our faith, and were engrafted into 
the Church. See also Titus iii. 8, where of wemioreuvxdres 7G 
@eg means those who have made public profession of Chris- 
tianity ; 

The word éxlorevoay brings out clearly the doctrine that it 
is requisite for all— who have been called by God, and would set 
themselves in the way to eternal life—not only to delieve, but 
also to profess openly, the true faith, in the public communion of 
the Visible Church; and that this is the only way to life eternal. 
Bee Matt. x. 32. Rom. x. 10. 

The Vulgate has “‘ quotquot erant preordinati’’ bere, whence 
the English Version, ‘as many as were ordained.”’ In like manner 
in the co, text, ii. 47, robs ow louévous, the Vulgate has “ qui 
pall ferent,” whence the English Version, ‘ such as should be 
saved ;’ 


It would be interesting to inquire, What influence these 
renderings in the Vulyate Version had on the minds of some, 
like St. Augustine and his followers in the Western Church, in 
treating the great questions of Free-Will, Election, Reprobation, 
and Final Perseverance ? 

What, also, was the result of that influence on the minds of 
some writers of the Reformed Churches, who rejected the autho- 
rity of Rome, which almost canonized that Version; and yet in 
these two important texts (Acts ii. 47; xiii. 48) were swayed 
away by it from the sense of the Original ? 

The tendency of the Eastern Fathers, who read the original 
Greek, was in a different direction from that of the Western 
School; and Calvinism can receive no support from these two 
texts as they stand in the original words of Inspiration, and as 
they were expounded by the primitive Church. 

On the proofs from Holy Scripture that God willeth all men 
to be saved ; and that He willeth man’s twill to be free to choose 
life or death, see below, Introduction to Romans, pp. 194—198, 
and on Rom. viii. 33 and 1 Tim. ii. 4. 

50. rds ceBoudvas] the Proselytes; see above, on v. 16. 

— y. tas eboxfpovas] those of rank. The Proselytes (ai veBé- 
pevat), as recent converts, might be expected to be more zealous 
for their religion, and those of rank (ail evo xfinores) would exer- 
cise their influence, perhaps with heathen husbands, and others 
who were oi rpwro: rijs wéAews, against the Apostles. Cp. Meyer. 

51. "Ixd»tov)] Iconium, about ninety miles s.z. of Antioch, in 
Pisidia ; and forty N.w. of Derbe. Cp. Howson, i. 220. 

52. of 58& pabnral]) the disciples were being filled with joy. 
Another joyful peroration ; like a calm after a storm. See viii. 4; 
ix. 31; xii. 24. 


Cu. XIV. 1. ‘EAAfvar)] Greeks. 
(Meyer.) See above, on xi. 20. 

4. tois dwoordAcs] the Apostles. See above, on xiii. 2. 

5. AcBoBoAjoa:] to stone them. As blasphemers of the Law. 
See v. 19. 

6. Atorpay xal A¢pBnv] Lystra and Derbde, in Lycaonia. 

The word Lystra, like Lydda and Thyatira, is sometimes 
used as a feminine, sometimes as a neuter plural. It seems to 
have been the birthplace of Timothy, see xvi. 1. Derde, south 
of Iconium ; south-east of Lystra. Gaius, one of St. Paul’s com- 
panions, was of Derbe, xx. 4. 

8. abrov] Els. adds éxdpxev, which is not in the best MSS. 

— wepimexarhxe:] On this form, for reprerarfxe:, cee Valek. 
here, who cites v. 23, wemioretxeicay, and Mark xv. 7.10. See 
also Winer, § 12, p. 67, who refers to Luke vi. 48, reOeueAlwro. 

9. Sxove] was listening. St. Paul, on his part, discerns his 
spirit, and rewards his faith. 


Proselytes of the gate. 


ACTS XIV. 11, 12. 109 
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10. fAaro] So A, B, C (for Elz. fAAero), he sprang up, and 
weprerdre:, he was walking. Mark the difference between the 
aorist and imperfect. 

Ll. Avxaonor{] in the Lycaonian tongue. An Assyrian dia- 
lect. (Jablonsky, ‘de lingua Lycaonia.’’) 

It has been argued by some, that St. Paul could not have 
understood this language, or he would have made his remon- 
strance to the people on hearing these words, and before the 
priest brought out the victims to sacrifice. And thence it has 
been inferred, that St. Paul did not possess the power of speaking 
in the tongues of foreign nations, to whom he was sent. The 
words of Chrysostom on this passage have been cited in support 
of this assertion. S. Chrys. is answering the question why the 
Apostles did not interfere before, to check the adoration of the 
Lycaonians; and he says, obx qv ob3érw B%A0M TH yap oixelg 
poovy epbéyyorvro’ 8:2 robro ob8ty abrois Kreyor, dred) 5t eBoy 
Ta oréupara, tére eterAOdvres x.7.X., i.e. the design of the 
populace was not yet manifest, for they were speaking in their 
own tongue, and therefore the Apostles said nothing to them 
(for such—notwithstanding the objections of some learned per- 
sons—seems to be S. Chrysostom’s meaning) ; but when they saw 
the garlands, then they went forth and expostulated with 
them. It may be, that the gift of understanding and speaking 
foreign lapguages was not always present with the Apostles; it 
may have been, and probably was, modified according to various 
circumstances of time and place. Bat it is certain, that in Chry- 
sostom’s opinion St. Paul was able to understand and speak 
in various foreign languages, which he had never learnt; as 
may be seen in that Father’s Thirty-fifth Homily on the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians, ch. xiv. (Chrys., Opera, tom. x. 
pp. 320-327), where he speaks of the gift as bestowed for the 
preaching of the Gospel to foreign nations, tlvos gvexey ErAaBor 
atrd (7d Tay yAwooar xdpicpa) of awdoroAa; dredh rarTaxod 
8idpxecGar FuedArAoy. See also his words above, Actsii.4. And 
it is observable, that in that Homily (p. 327) Chrysostom refers to 
St. Paul’s conduct here at Lystra, without any intimation that it 
suggested any qualification of his statement, and of that of the 
Apostle himself in that chapter, v. 18, ‘‘ I speak with tongues (i. e. 
as Chrys. interprets it, in foreign languages) more than they all.’’ 

It seems most probable that S¢. Paul understood what the 
Lycaonians said ; 

St. Luke understood the speech of these Lycaonians; for he 
tells us what the words were, and their meaning. And if St. Luke 
aanderstood it, why not also St. Paul? Beside, ine. 14 it is not 
said i3érres, but dxotearyres. The multitude spoke in their own 
Lycaonian tongue, and it is not probable that they knew any 
other. And St. Paul addressed the multitude (see v. 14); he 
therefore understood the Lycaonian tongue. The same Divine 
Power which gave effect to his words, ‘‘ Stand upright on thy 
feet’ (v. 10), enabled him to speak them in the tongue under- 
stood by him to whom he spoke, and who “listened to his words ” 
(v. 9); and if understood by him, they were understood by the 
crowd also, who therefore were ready to deify the speaker. 

St. Paul had good reason to waif till the Priest brought 
forth his victims, and would have done sacrifice; because he had 
thus a more visible and palpable argument for his subsequent 
appeal in v. 15, where he says, ‘‘ We preach to you to turn from 
these vanities to the living God.’”’” Every one must feel how much 
the presence of the oxen and the garlands, and the priest and his 
apparatus for sacrifice on the altar in front of the Temple, add to 
the beauty of Raffaelle’s Cartoon, and to the force of the Apostle’s 
eloquence. 


It has indeed been said by many in recent times, that the 
power of speaking in various foreign languages was not possessed 
by the Apostles, and therefore could not have been exercised by 
them in preaching the Gospel; and that there is no trace of such 
exercise of it in the Acts of the Apostles. 

Surely there is such a trace in the narrative before us, and 
another similar trace in ch. xxviii. 4. But perhaps the most 
striking evidence of their power of speaking foreign languages is 
to be found in the silence of St. Luke as to any thing like pre- 
vious study or preparation on the part of St. Paul or any of the 
Apostles, before they set out on their missionary journeys, or as to 
any difficulty or hindrance experienced by St. Paul or any of the 
Apostles, from inability to speak the language of foreign countries, 
in their execution of the commission they had received from 
Christ to “go and teach all Nations.” 


In the history of modern Missions, we see learned and ac- 
complished men sent forth to preach the Gospel in foreign parts, 
aod spending years in acquiring the languages of the countries to 
which they are sent. For example, a Bishop of New Zealand 
employs his six mouths’ voyage to his diocese, in learning the 
dialects of the Pacific. 

But what do we hear like this in the Acts of the Apostles ? 
We never see or hear of any of the Apostles sitting down to 
learn a foreign language; and yet they have a Divine commission 
to go and preach to ali nations. We see unlearned and ignorant 
Galileans standing up at once and addressing vast crowds in 
large cities with Divine eloquence, and great multitudes are con- 
verted by them. 

We see St. Paul sent forth from Antioch as an Apostle to 
the Gentiles, and soon we hear him speak to the native tribes of 
Pisidia, Lycaonia, and Malta, and find him travelling to Illy- 
ricum and meditating a journey to Spain. We hear him say that 
he is a ‘‘ debtor to Greeks and Barbarians,’’—that is, to all (Rom. 
i. 14),—to preach to all; but we never see him pause for a mo- 
ment in his course, to learn any foreign language, or ever im- 
peded by the want of it. . 

On this subject see farther above, ii. 4, and xiii. 15, and 
below, xxviii. 2—4. | 

St. Luke did not state that they possessed and exercised the 
gift, because the fact is clear from his narrative. S. Jerome 
well says (ad Hedib. vol. iv. p. 178), ‘‘ Acceperunt Apostoli dona- 
tionum genera, et quod magis necessarium erat, diversilatem lin- 
guarum omnium gentium, ut annuntisturi Christum nullo indi- 
gerent interprete.”’ He then refers to the speaking of St. Paul 
in the Lycaonian tongue, as described in this chapter, and says, 
‘(in Lycaonia quum audissent Paulum et Barnabam loqui linguis 
suis, deoe in homines conversos esse credebant.” 

The teaching of the Church of England on this subject is 
clear from her Proper Preface for Whitsunday. See above on ii. 4. 

— ol Beot duowwbdvres] the gods in the likeness of men came 
down to ue: and (v. 12) they were calling Barnabas Zeus, and 
Paul Hermes; for he was the chief speaker. See Homer, 
Odyss. xvii. 484. Hesiod, Opp. et D. 247. Catull. lxv. 384. 

Zeus or Jupiter is often associated with Hermes or Mercu- 
rius in mythological accounts of divine apparitions. See Plautus, 
Amphitr. i. 1. 1: 

‘In faciem versus Amphitryonis Jupiter, 
Dum bellum gereret cum Telebois hostibus, 
Alcmenam uxorem cepit usurariam ; 
Mercurius formam Sosie servi gerit 
Absentis.”’ 


Ovid, Met. viii. 626: 


‘“‘ Jupiter huc, specie mortali, cumque Parente 
Venit Atlantiades positis caducifer alis.’’ 


Fastt. v. 495: 
‘‘ Jupiter et lato qui regnat in sequore frater 
Carpebant socias Mercuriusque vias.” 

The scene of the tale in which Jupiter is represented as 
coming down with Mercurius to visit the abodes of men, and as 
entertained by Baucis and Philemon, and which is so well told 
by Ovid, Metamorphoses viii. 625—724, and so happily versified 
by Dryden, Works, iii. pp. 396—399, is laid in a country of 
which Lycaonia was a district : 


‘‘ Here Jove with Hermes came, but in disguise 
Of mortal men concealed their deities.” 


Barnabas was compared to Jupiter from the grave dignity of 
his appearance (CArys.), particularly as compared with St. Paul, 
who, perhaps, was younger than Barnabas, and his stature and 
bodily presence less majestic (see 2 Cor. x. 1; xii. 3—9. 1 Cor. 
ii. 3. Nicephor. H. E. ii. 37); though, as Bfeyer well observes, 
the comparison of St. Paul to Mercury, who is always repre- 
sented as “ florens agilisque juventa,”” would seem to contradict 
the apocryphal portraiture of the Apostle derived from the Acts 
of Paul and Thecla, according to which he was pixpds Te peydOei, 
Wirds Thy Keparhy, dyxdbdros Tais Kvhuais. 

Hermes, or Mercurius, was the messenger of Olympus; the 
patron of eloquence, &c. See Misterlitch and others on Horat. 
Od. i. 10. 1, “‘ Mercuri facunde,”’ &c.—*‘ te Deorum Nuntium.” 
On the word ‘Epuijs, Hermes, connected with sermo and épunvever, 
see S. Aug. Civ. D. vii. 14, “« De Mercurii officio.” 
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18. oréupara] garlands, for the horns of the raipa to be 
sacrificed, and for the Altars and Ministers. Virg. Georg. iii. 
48],— 

‘¢ Seepe in honore defim medio stans hostia ad aram, 
Lanea dum nivea circumdatur infula vitta,”’ &c. 


See also Statius, Thebsid. iv. 114—7,— 
‘¢Tum fera ceeruleis intexit cornua sertis.”’ 


Ovid, Met. xv. 130,— 
‘¢ Victima labe carens, vittis preesignis et auro 
Sistitur ante aras.’’ 
Tertullian says, de Coroné Mil. 10, “Ipse Aostie, et are, ipsi 
ministri et sacerdotes coronantur.”’ 

— Tovs ruAGvas] the large gates,—probably valve, folding- 
doors,— of the court-yard (atrium) of the Aouse in which Paul and 
Barnabas were. 

It seems, that after Paul had wrought the miracle on the 
lame man, he retired from the public admiration of the crowd 
into a house, as our Lord often did when He had wrought mira- 
cles. Hence the words dxotcayres (not i8évres) and édterfdycay 
in v. 14. 

14. dxotcayres] when they heard. See Athanas. ad Gentes 35, 
p. 27. This is the first point of contact of Christianity with 
Idolatry, in Holy Scripture. And St. Paul’s speech is the first 
Christian “ Apologia ad Gentes,” and is the groundwork and 
model of all succeeding ones in the writings of Justin, Theo- 
philus, Tertullian, Minucius, Arnobiue, Clemens Alexandrinus, 
and other Christian Apologists. 

— of awédoroAo: Bapydfas xal WatAos] the Apostles, Barnabas 
and Paul. Observe the accuracy of the historian’s language. 
They are never called Apostles till now, after their ordination at 
Antioch. See above on xiii. 2. 

16. wapyxnudvas)} This form, as well as xapwxnxéra, is used by 
8. Hippolytus, Philosophumen. p. 337, and de Antichristo, § 2. 

17. xalrovye] and yet. See xvii. 27. "Aya@oupyav, conferring 
benefits. So A, B, C.—Eiz. has ayaSoroisv. The former read- 
ing seems preferable, as bringing out more clearly the truth, that 
God was not only Maker of what is good, but was also their 
evepyérns or Benefactor. 

— hpiv—ijuav] to us—of us. Some Editors read ipiy, to you, 
and juav, of you, from D, E, G, and a few cursives. But it 
seems to be more in St. Paul’s manner to conciliate bis hearers 
by identifying himself with them. The blessings of Providence 
extend to all mankind; and the Apostle, as one of the universal 
family, was a partaker in them, and is thankful for them. In his 


comprehensive largeness of heart he owns every one as a brother. 
His feeling is, 
‘‘ Homo sam, humani nihil a me alienum puto.” 


— berovs—xaipots] showers—seasons. Therefore the ele- 
ments and Seasons are like God’s Apostles and Evangelists in the 
natural world, always preaching His love, wisdom, and power. 
And s0 obx dudprupoy davrdoy dgpijcer. Cp. Acts xxvii. 27. 
Therefore they who fell away to Idolatry, or to Atheism, are 
without excuse. Rom. i. 20. 

19. A:@doayres roy TatAoy] having stoned Paul ; a punish- 
ment for the part he took in the stoning of Stephen, vii. 58; 
viii. 1. (Woltzog.) 

20. dvacrds] having risen up, after being stoned. 2 Cor. xi. 
25, wat dAdo Ony, and cp. 2 Tim. iii. 11, one of the most mar- 
vellous of all his deliverances; after being stoned by his enemies, 
and dragged by them out of the city, and left for dead, he arises, 
and on the morrow goes forth to Derbe—perhaps on foot—a 
journey of some hours, 

There must have been something strange and perplexing to 
his converts, that a person endued with such marvellous powers 
in action, as Bt. Paul had just shown at Lystra, should be subject 
to such severe suffering. His afflictions, combined with his mira- 
cles, might disappoint and stagger them. How natural and need- 
ful therefore was it, that soon after these wonderful events he 
should preach on the topic mentioned in v. 22, that “ through 
much friéu/ation we must enter into the kingdom of God!’ 

23. xe:pororhoarres—axpeoBurépovs} Cp. 2 Tim. i. 6. Paul 
and Barnabas had the episcopal dignity, and therefore ordained 
not only deacons, but priests. Ammonius, in Caten. p. 240. 

But it has been questioned, whether the word yxe:pororia (as 
well as xe:po0ecia) signified Ordination in the Apostolic age. 

Ita primary signification is election (properly by show of 
hands), and in this sense the verb ye:porovde seems to be used 
in 2 Cor. viii. 19; and it is not used in any other passages except 
that and the present, in the N. T. 

But the word xpoyxeiporoveiy is used in Acts x. 4], and is 
apphed to God Himself, and (as Vaick. observes, p. 474) means 
to pre-ordain, or appoint by choice. 

The substantive xe:pororla never occurs in the New Test. 
The passages where xe:poroveiy occurs in the Apostolic Fathers, 
do not throw much light on the question. See Jgnat. Phil. 10, 
Xeiporovijcas GeoxperBurny, Polyc. 7. They appear to suppose 
election on the part of the people; whether they do not also sup- 

ordination by laying on of hands is not certain. To quote 
the words of Bingham, IV. vi. § 11, ‘‘ The Greeks call the impo- 
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silion of hands both xetporovla and yetpoSecfa, as may be seen in 
the Canons of the Council of Nice (c. 19) and Chalcedon (c. 15). 

‘‘'Yet sometimes these words are distinguished, as by the 
author of the Constitutions, where he says, xpeaBbrepos xetpoberei, 
ob xetporovei, a presbyter gives imposilion of hands, but does not 
ordain. ... . Neither does xeiporovla always signify Ordination 
in ancient writers, though it does most commonly so, as Fronto 
Ducaus (in Chrysost. hom. 1, ad pop. Antioch. p. 1) and other 
learned persons have showed.”’ 

The following are the arguments in favour of assigning the 
sense of Ordination to xe:porovicayres—not however as neces- 
oy here implying the laying on of hands. 

1) That the nominative case agreeing with that participle is 
Paul and Barnabas. 

(2) That Ordination was performed by Paul (see 2 Tim. 
i. 6), and was to be performed by Timothy, the Bishop of Ephesus 
(see 1 Tim. v. 22). 

(3) That xe:pororhoayres was generally understood in this 
sense by Ancient Authors, cp. S. Jerome in Isa. lviii. Theodoret 
H. E.i.9. S. Jerome, 1. c. says, ‘‘ Plerique nostrorum xeipo- 
tovlay, id est ordinationem clericoram, que non solim ad impre- 
cationem vocis, sed ad impositionem impletar maniis,—sic intel- 
ligunt, ut assumant testimonium Pauli, Manus citd nemini impo- 
sueris.” 1 Tim. v. 22. And Chrys. says (in Act. vi. 7), “ This 
is ye:pororla—viz. the hand is laid on the head; and thus God 
works. His hand touches the head TOU xeiporovoupévou, if xet- 
porovta is rightly administered.’’ 

(4) The Ancient Versions of this passage authorize this sense. 
Thus Valg. has “‘cim constituissent presbyteros.”” And Valek., 

p. 474, “‘Seniores in Ecclesia consiituere, est xeiporoveiy xperBu~ 
Sere Cf. 2 Cor. viii. 19. 

— xar’ éxxAnolay] They ordained several Presbyters to each 
Church ; bat we hear of say one chief Spiritual Pastor of Crete or 
of Ephesus; and only of one Angel of the several Apocalyptic 
Churches (Rev. ii. 1—18; iii. 1—14). 

— wpecBurdpovs] This is the first mention in the Acts of the 
Ordination of Presbyters ; but there were Presbyters before this. 
Bee xi. 30; and cp. xv. 2. 4. 6. 22. 

25. Mépyy] Perga. See xiii. 13. 

— *Arrddciay] Attaleia, on the coast of Pamphylis, at the 
mouth of the river Catarrhactes; built by Attalus Philadelphus, 
King of Pergamus, in a convenient position for commanding the 
trade of Syria or Egypt. Howson, i. p. 242. 

26. ’Ayridxeiay, Sev] Antioch—next after Jerusalem, the 
centre of Christianity—especially of Gentile Christianity. See 
above, xiii. 2, 3; xv. 2. 

27. Sroie—Obpar) opened the oo the Keys of the Christian 
Ministry—a reference to our Lord’s promise of the Keys, par- 
ticularly to St. Peter (Matt. xvi. 19), by whom first Our Lord 
‘opened the door of the Church to Jews and Gentiles. 


But we see here that this ‘‘ power of the Keys,”’ and of open- 
ing the door of the Church is ascribed to others also. Cp. Col. 
iv. 3. 


Cu. XV. 1. xal rwes—cwOjvai] And certain 
down from Juda@a (to Antioch) and were teaching the brethren, 
that unless ye be circumcised according to the custom of Moses, 
ye cannot be saved. The assertors of these propositions were 
Pharisees who had embraced the Gospel, see ». 5. According to 
Epiphanius and others, the leader of these was Cerinthus, who 
excited the faithful against Peter (Acts xii. 17) for baptizing 
Cornelius and the Gentiles, and against Paul for not circumcising 
Titus (Gal. ii. 3). See Epiphan. her. 28 and 30, pp. 111—114, 
Philastrius, de heer. 36. S. Aug. de her. in v.; and &. Jerome, 
Epist. 89. Theodoret, her. ii. 3. With Cerinthus was associated 
Ebion, who held the same tenets with to the ceremonial 
law. See Epiphan. her. 30, and A Lapide here, and Tillemont, 
Mémoires ii. p. 25. 
A great part of this Chapter is quoted by S. Ireneus, iii. 14. 
2. rg MatAw xal rg BapydBq] Paul and Barnabas, and Titus 
also was with them, for there is little doubt that this is the visit 
of which St. Paul speaks, in his Epistle to the Galatians, ii. 1— 
10. See Ireneus, iii. 13, and Bede, and Bp. Pearson here, p. 
379, ‘fourteen years after St. Paul's conversion.” Cp. Kitto, 
pp- 299—305, and Meyer, and see the notes below on Gal. ii. 
1—3; and above, Chronol. Tadle, pp. 24. 26. 


— pbs rods dxoordAous xal xpeoBurdpous] fo the Apostles 
and Presbytere. This expression is re four times in this 
chapter (vv. 4. 6. 22, 23. See also xvi. 4). It marks a distinc- 
tion between the Apostles and Presbyters or Elders, and a 
superiority of order in the former. Ammonius. 

We may also observe the frequent occurrence of &8¢A go), 
brethren, in this chapter—denoting the “ere body or wA70o0s 
(v. 12) of the Christian Laity. See vv. 1. 3.7. 13. 22, 23. 32, 
33. 36. 40. And thus we have sccentsl: to us a view of the pri- 
mitive organization of the Church for settling controversies, 

1. of "Axdarora, the Aposties with a ‘vox delibe- 

2. of MperBbrepa:, the Presbyters rativa.”’ 

8. of "AdeAgol, the Brethrep, or the Laity, assisting at the 
deliberations (see v. 7. 11), and giving force to the decree of the 
Council by reception of it. 

On this latter point, see farther on v. 23. 


This Council of Jerusalem is the model of all succeeding 
ones, except so far as their circumstances may have been modified 
by the renunciation of heathenism on the part of the Governing 
Power of a Country, and by its reception into the Christian 
Church. See Bp. Andresen on the Authority of Christian 
Princes in _eee Councils, Serm. vii. vol. v. pp. 156—168; 
also Hooker, viii. 5; and the Expositors of the XXIst Article. 
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6. cuvhy@noay of dxdoroAc: Kal of xpecBirepa] the Apostles 
and the Presbylers were gathered together. 

The first Counciy of the Conistran Cuurca. 

The Convention of the Disciples (Acts i. 15) for the election 
of an Apostle, and the assembly for the appointment of Deacons 
(Acts vi. 11) are reckoned by some as Councils (e. g. by Cabas- 
suéiue, de Conciliis, cap. i. ed. Lovan. 1776); and some add the 
Assembly at Miletus, Acts xx. 17: but these differ much from 
this Synod at Jerusalem. 

It was a maxim of the Ancient Church “to do nothing with- 
out the Bishop ’—pndey Bvev rod éxmicxéwou xpdocew (Ignat. ad 
Trall. 2). And (as Grotius observes) at this Council, the Apoa- 
tles, although they had a sufficiency of right and of divine gifts in 
themselves, yet have left a lesson to Bishops, to do nothing with- 
out their Presbyters. 

For a Summary of the purport and acts of this Council of 
Jerusalem, see Hooker, IV. xi. 

— leiv] to see; “ ut cognoscerent ;” the Hebr. yy (yada) is 
often rendered by i8eiv in LXX (see Lev. xxiii. 43. Deut. iii. 
19; xxxiv. 6), and from that Hebrew root, the words ef3w, e%Snui, 
and video, seem to be derived. 

7. Mérpos] Peter; he rises first to make his defence, having 
been the first object of attack. Seeonv. 1. The summoning of 
this Counci!, and the part taken in it by St. Peter, seem to present 
a strong argument against the doctrine of his supremacy; and 
much more against that of the supremacy of the Bishops of Rome, 
who profess to be his successors. 

Uf St. Peter had been Supreme Head of the Church, and if 
his decrees were absolute and infallible, there was uo need of this 
appeal from Antioch (which Romish Divines affirm to have been 
St. Peter’s see) to Jerusalem. There was no occasion for the 
assembling of a Council of Apostles and Presbyters there. If 
St. Peter had been, what every one of his so-called succes- 
sors professes to be, by virtue of their alleged succession from 
St. Peter — Supreme and Infallible Head of the Church of Christ 
upon earth; then the appeal would have been to St. Peter him- 
self; and he would not have attended the Council, to make his 
defence before it. And the decree of the Council would not have 
been framed as it is. We should have had a Papal brief, and not 
a Synodical decree. 

The Holy Spirit appears to have taught the Church by this 
history, that in doubtful and controverted matters the appeal is 
not to any single Bishop, even though he be an Apostle, but to a 
Council of the Church; that is to say, to the Holy Ghost Him- 
self, Whose presence and guidance have been promised by Christ 
to the Church, and may be rightly expected by her, when in imi- 
tation of ancient Councils, who placed the Volume of the Gospels 
on a royal throne in the midst of the Conclave, she prays for His 
direction, and regulates her deliberations, as St. James here 
teaches her to do, vv. 16—19, by His Holy Word. 

And whatever has been decreed by Councils of the Church, 
duly constituted, and cunducting their deliberations on this prin- 
ciple,—and whatever, having been so decreed by Councils, has 
been received by the consentient voice of the faithful, Clergy and 
Laity, in Christendom, which is the Body of Christ, and has 
taken root in its usage, ‘Aa¢ may be safely accepted as a true ex- 
position of Christian doctrine. 

It has been indeed alleged, that such principles as these im- 
pute Infallibility to given body of men, e. g. to a Council; and 
that these principles are therefore liable, though not in the same 


degree, to the objections urged against the doctrine of Papal Su- 
premacy. But this allegation is erroneous. It confounds two 
things which ought to be kept distinct, viz. a posteriori Iner- 
rancy, and @ priori Infallibility. The Romish theory asserts that 
the Pope is infallible,—i. e. that he canno? err in avy thing that 
he may decree ex cathedrd, as Pope; whether or no, what he has 
decreed, may be subsequently received by the consent of Christen- 
dom. But no such authority is rightly claimed for a Council. 
It cannot be said @ priori, that a Council, or any given body 
of men, however wise or holy, who meet together, may not err. 
But it may be justly asserted, that when Councils are duly con- 
stituted and convened, and ground their deliberations on Holy 
Scripture ; and when what they decree, is @ posteriori received by 
the faithful, and becomes part of the Code of the Church, then 
what is so determined and received, is not erroneous, but true. 

— &¢’ jucpey dpyaleyv)| from primitive days,—the beginning 
ofthe Gospel. See xi. 15, dv dpyji, at the Jeginning, or the Day 
of Pentecost. xxi. 16, dpxaly padyrp. Phil. iv. 15, dy dpxy 
Tou evayyeAlov. For the fact of St. Peter’s selection, see Acts x. 
20; xi. 12-15. 

St. Peter refers to Christ’s promise to him, that he should 
open the kingdom of heaven with the keys of the Word and 
Sacraments. Matt. xvi. 19. 

— xioredoa:] To be engrafted in His Church on their public 
profession of faith in Christ. See on xiii. 48. 

8. duapripnoev airois] He bare wilness to them by the visible 
descent of the Holy Spirit upon them, “as upon us at the be- 
ginning,’ Acts x. 44, 45; xi. 15. 

10. ri weipd(ere roy Gedy] Why do ye tempt God, Who has 
already declared His pleasure in this matter, by His vision to me 
and to Cornelius, and by the descent of the Holy Ghost on him, 
and on other Gentiles evangelized by my ministry? Acts x. 44; 
xi. 15. Why do ye tempt Him, by controverting what He has 
decided, and by resisting His will ? 

— (uydy] The yoke of the Ceremonial Law; instead of the 
xpnords (vyds, ‘of Christ.’ Matt. xi. 29, 30. 

— od« loxbcaner] had not strength to bear—not a complaint 
of divine severity, but a confession of human infirmity. Cp. Phil. 
iv. 13. 

ll. "Inootv] Elz. adds Xpiorov, which is not in A, B, E, G, H. 
The hope of salvation (rot cwOijva:) is expressed emphatically by 
the word "Incovs, or Saviour, standing alone, 

13. "IdxwBos] James. The Bishop of Jerusalem. (Chrys.) It 
is probable that as such he was President of the Council; and 
see St. Paul’s words, Gal. ii. 9, concerning this assemblage, where 
he places Jamee first. 

(1) The first argument (for the reception of the Gentiles on 
equal terms with Jews, and without the imposition of the cere- 
monial law, now fulfilled in Christ) was the Nature of the Law 
itself, which even they to whom it was given were too weak to 
bear (v. 10). 

(2) The second was from God’s choice, that the Gentiles 
should be evangelized by Peter (vv. 7, 8). 

(3) The third is from the visible signs of God’s approval, 
manifested in the miracles wrought by Him, through the instru- 
mentality of Barnabas and Paul, in preaching to the Gentiles. 

(4) The fourth argument, stated by James, vv. 16—19, is 
from ancient prophecy, foretelling the restoration of the house of 
David in the evangelization of the world: and to this St. James 
adds,— 
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(5) A fifth, the crowning argument of all, derived from | — tara] these things. Elz. adds xdvyra, all, which is not in 
God’s own attributes, His universal Knowledge, and Care, and | A, B, C, D, nor in Jreneus, 1. c. The quotation from Amos ends 
everlasting Love, for Ba oe sea Epyov abroi, v. tw at ratra. And the comment of St. James begins at yrwordy. 
And since He is the Maker and Father of the Gentiles, as weil as 18. yrwordy dw’ alavdés dori: rE eg 1d. Epyov abrov] known 
of the Jewe, therefore they are objects of His Love even from the | frum sernity to God is His own Conk: This reading, Fees is 
beginning. adopted by Lackmann (with the omission of éor:v) and by Bor- 

14. Zupedv] Simeon, jirny, i.e. Simon Peter. See 2 Pet. | nemann, is authorized by A (omitting éoriw) and by D, and by 
i. 1. James does not say Iérpos, but uses bis original Hebrew | Irenaeus, iii. 14, who has “ Cognitum & seeculo Deo est opus 
name, as supplying an argument @ fortiori. Simon, the Apostle | Kjus,’”’ and by Vulg., Arm., Syr., omitting 7@ Kuply. 
of the Circumcision, he who has not changed his name, like yvword is the reading of B, C, which omit the rest of the 
Saul the Apostle of the Gentiles, but retains his original He- | clause. E has yrword dx’ alavds dor: rG Oeg xdvta 7rd Epya 
brew appellation, although Pefros is added to it, he with all his | abrov, which is the reading of E/z. 

Jewish habits and prepossessions, has shown what God has done The emphatic words are yyworbdy, known, and Epyoy, work. 
by him among the Gentiles. And now hear what your own He- | God is the Maker of all; and He, the common Father of all, 
brew Prophets say to the same effect. He has been a true Simeon, | Anows (i.e. not only foresees, but cares for and loves, YL, novil, 
hearing and obeying God ; imitate him. dilezit, Gen. xviii. 19. Exod. i. 8; ii. 26; xxxiii. 12. 17. Hos. 

This is the last mention of St. Peter in the Acts of the | v. 4, and passim) from the beginning, not only the Jews, but aii 
Apostles. For some notices of his subsequent history, see below, | men; and not only men, but His works generally, i.e. every 
Introduction to his first Epistle, and notes on | Pet. v. 13, and thing that He has made. His mercy is over all His works from 


2 Pet. i. 13. everlasting. He hateth nothing that He hath made. See above, 
— Aadv} Elz. adds éml, which is not in A, C, D, E. The | onv. 13. 
sense is, to take a people for His own Name, from the Genéiles ; The argument of St. James is, therefore, The decree that 


a saying best illustrated by our Lord’s command to Hie Aposttes, | I propose is nothing new, but is based on the foundation of 
to go and baptize ali Nations in the One Name of the Triune a eternal Foreknowledge of, and Universal Love to, all His 
God. -reatures. 

16. thy oxnvhy] = m0, tugurium, tabernaculum, domum. | 19. éy& xplyw] ‘ego censeo;’ I give as my sentence. Cp. xvi. 4, 
The word is not palace, but tent, to show the low estate to which | 3éypara ra xexpipéva bed Trav dxooréAwy Kal ray xpec- 
the house of David had been reduced, when raised up into the | Burépwy, and xxi. 25, xplvayres undey rowtroy thpeiy, words 
Universal Church by Christ: cf. Isa. liv. 2. The Tabernacle of | which show that no single voice of any ‘one Apostle (James, or 
David is the Church of God, to be raised up in the Seed of David, | Peter, or Paul) was predominant over the rest. 
which is Christ, the Eternal Word, Who pitched Hie tent in 20. dAtcynpdrewv)} A word peculiar to the N. T. and the LXX 
our Nature (John i. 14) in the house of David, and so raised up | Version of the Old. See Dan. i. 8. Mal. i. 7. 12, explained by 
for ever the tabernacle of our fallen humanity (Gicumen. p. 123, | ei3wAdOvrov Acta xxi. 25. It is derived from dAso-yéw, which the 
hi i ear vi tal Christol. iii. 227), and in Whom all | LXX use for hu, “ redimo sanguine (a remarkable intimation of 

ations are blessed. : : : 

This is a remarkable interpretation of Hebrew Prophecies ; | tee Ta Wei eee i 
an held aC gn ig iain . Ppokanpag arth ae Apostle | Isa. xiii. 3). : eee 
St. James, the first Bishop of Jerusalem. n it eclures that The Greek dA.c-yéw appears to be derived from an unused 
the true Restoration of the Tabernacle of David is to be found in | root, aAle, i. q. xvAle, volvo, to wallow in the BdpBopos or mire 
the reception of the residue of the human family, and in the | of yncleanness especially in blood, See Vaick. here, and cp 
flowing-in of ali Nations, whether Jew or Gentile, into the Church | «jy igua BopB yates Pan ee . ’ ‘ 
Sn ft nena nce cntun, | thins ofred til ace Hes on ured tal dren, as 

Amos ix. 12 says, Oiny nrprerryy wim 20) wt possideant nes gspvelad]. Faracalions: This injunction a cancel 
residuum Edom, et omnes gentes super quas invocalum est nomen | necessary by the then condition of the Gentile World. Cp. 1 Thess 
Meum in eas, Dominus dirit, which the LXX renders Sros | ; . “Vs see oe 

: * | iv. 5. Eph. iv. 18, 19. A striking proof of moral depravity in 
ex(nrhowcw ol xarddormo: Taév dvOphwey nal xdyta Th EOvn, eo’ | what was called an enlightened age. 
a inate Td Svoud pov én” abrobs, Adye: Kupios 6 xoiwr See Bp. Sanderson's excellent remarks (Serm. vi. ad Popu- 

Ti: has boon supposed by some that tbe LXX read ye for | Mat rol. 2D, whee ey thong y eam 
Diy, and why for wry, but this supposition is not necessary | Nations had sunk in that age of intellectual light (s solemn 
(see Pococke, Port. Mos. iv. p. 46). rye is often the note of the | warning to other Nations), in their connivance at this deadly sin, 
nominative case; and the LXX Version, which is sometimes a | and it may be added, even in their consecration of it by religious 
Targum or Paraphrase, regards Edom as a general representative | rites, of temple, priest, and sacrifice (e.g. at Corinth, Paphos, 
of those who were alien from God. Cyprus), he proceeds to say, ‘‘ Out of this consideration, the 

St. James and St. Luke adopé that Version, as not contrary | Apostles in that first Council holden at Jerusalem, thought it 
to the mind of the Spirit, and indeed as expressing that mind, | needful by Ecclesiastical Canon, among some other indifferent 
declared in numerous ofher places of Holy Scripture (quoted by | things for the Church’s peace, to lay this restraint upon the con- 
Mr. Grinfield), which are almost identical in sense with the words , verted Gentiles, that they should abstain from fornication. 
of the UXX. See, for instance, Ps. lxxxvi. 9, wdyra ra Urn 800 ‘‘ Not, as if fornication were in itself an indifferent thing, as 
éxolnoas, hfove: xal xpogxurhgove:, xal Sofdcover: Td Evoud gov. | those other things were; or as if those other things were, in them- 
Ps. xxii. 31; cii. 18. Isa. xliii. 7. selves, and simply, unlawful, as fornication was. But the Apostles 

17. é¢’ ofs—én’ abrots] a Hebraism retained by the LXX, | did therefore join fornication and those other indifferent things in 
from the original of Amos. Cf. of—abrov 1 Pet. ii. 24. Rev. | the same Canon, because the Gentiles accounted fornication u 
vii. 2; xiii. 12. Vorst, de Hebr. p. 546. The adrods gives an | thing as indifferent as what was most indifferent,” 
emphasis to the relative,—even upon them, .Cp. Winer, p. 134, 
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— Tov xvxrov, kal tod aluaros] i.e. from blood, whether in 
the animal sfrangied (i. e. so that the blood is not allowed to issue 
from it when killed), or blood poured out from it. 1d xvierdy 
was regarded as a delicacy by the Gentiles. Cp. Casaubon ad 
Athen. ii. c. 24. 

The foundation of this prohibition is in the command given 
to Noah (Gen. ix. 4), and renewed in the Law. Lev. iii. 17; 
vii. 26; xvii. 10; xix. 26. Deut. xii. 16. 23. 1 Sam. xiv. 33; 
and see the passages from the Rabbis in Ligh(/oot, ii. 697. 

Things which are not unlawful in themselves, but indifferent, 
may become inexpedient and evil, ‘‘ per accidens, ratione scan- 
dali,’”” ‘Every creature of God is good, and nothing to be re- 
fased ’’ (1 Tim. iv. 4), and “all things are lawful to me,’’ says 
St. Paul, “but all things are not expedient’”’ (1 Cor. vi. 12; x. 
23); and if they are prohibited by lawful authority they are un- 
lawful to me who am subject to that authority. 

This was the case, in primitive times, with meats offered to 
Idols, and with blood; an abstinence from which had been com- 
manded before the Law, by three of the seven precepts given to 
Noah, as the Jews affirm. See Seder Olam in Selden de Jure 
Heb. vii. 3, p. 809. Gieseler, Eccles. Hist. § 17, note 7, and 
§ 26, note 6. 

This Apostolic decree to abstain from blood was carefully 
observed for some time after the Apostolic age. 

‘It was the custom of the Christian Charch, almost till the 
time of 8S. Augustine, to abstain from eating of blood, in com- 
pliance with the rule given by the Apostles to the Gentile Con- 
verts. Therefore by the most ancient laws of the Charch all 
clergymen were obliged to abstain from it, under pain of degrada- 
tion. This is evident from the Apostolical Canons (Can. 69), 
and those of the Council of Gangra (Can. 19), and of Trullo 
(Can. 67). But this was looked upon by some only as a tem- 
porary injunction; so it appears from S. Augustine (c. Faust. 
xxxii. 13) that in his time it was of no force in the African Church. 
For he says that in hie time few men thought themselves under 
any obligation to observe it. . . . He that would see more about 
it may consult Curcelleus, de esu sanguinis, cap. 13.” Bingham, 
xvii. 5. 15. And cp. the authorities in Howson, 262, 3, whence 
it appears that the Greek Church still maintains the obligation of 
the Apostolic decree concerning abstinence from blood. 

The Apostles thought it expedient to require from the Gen- 
tile Christians an abstinence from these things; for divers 
reasons — 

(1) Because the eating of things offered to idols (known to 
be such) was almost unavoidably connected with the worship of 
idols, See 1 Cor. viii. 10. 

(2) Because the eating of things strangled, and blood, would 
have revolted the Jewish Christians from intercourse with them, 
and so have been a hindrance to Charch-Unity. 

(3) Because the Apostles desired to show the Jewish Con- 
verts that they had a fender regard for their scruples, especially 
when grounded on Ante-Levitical Law and Usage; and there was 
& reasonable hope, that fherefore the Jewish Christians, on their 
side, would be more disposed to comply with the Apostles in not 
enforcing on the Gentile Christians the Rite of Circumcision 
and the other ceremonies of the Levitical Law. 

On these points, see Augustine (c. Faust. xxxii. 13), and 
Hooker (Preface, iv. 5 and IV. xi. 5), who says, ‘The Apostles 
did not impose upon the Churches of the Gentiles any part of the 
Jews’ ordinances with bond of necessary and perpetual observation 
(as we all both by doctrine and practice acknowledge), but only 
in respect of the conveniency and fitness of the present state of 
the Church, as it then stood.’’ 

Again Hooker (Serm. iii. p. 619) says, ‘‘ A positive law is 
that which bindeth them that receive it, in such things as might 
before have been either done or not done without offence, but 
not after, during the time it standeth in force. Such were those 
Church Constitutions concerning strangled and blood. But 
there is no person whom, nor time wherein, a law natural doth 
noé bind.’ 


On this important question, involving a discussion of the 
fundamental principles of Law, and of the duty and right of 
Conscience, see also Bp. Sanderson, Serm. v. ad Pop. iii. 
p- 160, § 16, and p. 169, “The Apostles in the first Council 


“holden at Jerusalem, Jaid upon the Churches for a lime a re- 


straint from the eating of blood, and things sacrificed to idols and 
strangled.” 

It may be noticed here, that the Apostles would not have 
prohibited the Gentile Churches the eating of blood, in this 
unqualified manner, if they had believed in a carnai presence of 
flesh and blood in the Holy Eucharisé. Therefore this Decree 
of the First Council of the Christian Church may be rightly 
appealed to, as containing a primitive protest against the Romish 
dogma of Transubstantiation. 

21. Medoijs ydp)] For Moses, from primitive ages, hath in every 
cily those who preach him, in that he is read in the synagogues 
every Sabbath-day. We will send by letter these decrees to the 
Gentile Christians, but it is not necessary to transmit them to 
the Jewish Christians, because they have them already in sub- 
stance in the Pentateuch, which they hear every Sabbath-day 
(Chrys.); or, as Cassiodor. expresses it, ‘‘ sufficere Mosi, quod 
¢jus nomen in Synagogé omni Sabbato cum veneratione nomina- 
tur.” This interpretation is confirmed by the words in v. 23, 
rots ddeAgois rots €& €8v@y¥. The Decrees do not appear to have 
been sent to the Jewish Christians. | 

The Jews in all parts of the world have enjoyed the mani- 
fold blessings of Divine Revelation, for many ages. The season 
is now arrived for a communication of equal spiritual benefils 
to the Gentile World. 

This clause may also intimate—that it was necessary to 
frame and transmit these Decrees to the Gentile Christians, be- 
cause the Law of Moses is always sounding every where, from 
ancient times, in the Synagogues; and because the Mosaic Law 
has therefore, from its venerable antiquity and wide-spread dif- 
fusion, great influence, even in heathen countries ; and because 
it could not be expected that the Jewish Christians would com- 
municate, as brethren, with those who set that Law at defiance 
even in those things which were anterior to that Law, and be. 
longed either to the Patriarchal dispensation, or even to the 
Natural Law. 

Further, by this honourable reference to Moses and the Law, 
on the part of the Church at Jerusalem—while she was declaring 
the non-obligation of the ceremonial Law on the Gentile Chris- 
tians—the Jews and Jewish Christians would be conciliated, and 
might reasonably infer that there was good reason for the non- 
exaction of Circumcision from the Gentiles on their reception 
into the Church. See Chrys. 

— Knptocovras—tvayivookdpevos] He is preached by being 
read. An apostolic statement of the important truth vindicated 
by Hooker (E. P. V. xix.), that public Reading of Holy Scrip- 
ture is Preaching. 

22. Siray] Silas or Silvanus, a x, s (see v. 32), and 
afterwards the companion of St. Paul (xv. 40; xvi. 19. 25; 
xvii. 4), and associated with him in the preambles of his Epistles. 
See 1 Thess. i. 1. 2 Thess. i. 1, and on Phil. i. 1, p. 335. See 
also 1 Pet. v. 12. 

This name is always written Z{Aas in the History of the Acts, 
where the word occurs thirteen times; and Z:Aovayds by St. Paul 
and St. Peter. On the contractions of proper names, see Winer, 
Gr. Gr. § 16, p. 93. Examples in the New Test. are 'AwroAAds 
for -@vios, "Apreuas for -[depos, Nuupas for -d3wpos, Zyvas for 
-63wpos, "Ewappas for -d8:ros, Aouxas for Lucanus. Cp. note 
below, on Titus iii. 13. 

— bydpas jyyoupévous] A strong proof (as Alford well ob- 
serves) that Silas was not (as some have imagined) the Author 
of the Acts of the Apostles. 

23. xal of dBeAgol] and the brethren. This is the reading of 
Eiz., supported by E, G, H, and the great body of Cursive MSS., 
and the Syriac, Coptic, and Afthiopic Versions; and is retained 
by 7¥ech. and Bloom/f. 


ACTS XV. 24—28. 
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This being the case, and this passage being one which has 
been made the subject of controversial disputation, I have deemed 
it best to leave the Text as it stands in the commonly received 
edition ; and to accompany it with a statement of the evidence 
concerning the retention of the «al of, so that the reader may 
form his own judgment on the matter. 

The xa) is not in D, and the words xa) of are not foand in 
A, B, C, nor in the Vulgate and Armenian Versions; nor in 
Irenaeus, iii. 14, nor Origen, c. Cels. p. 306 (see Wetstein and 
Mill, proleg 1350). They have therefore not been admitted by 
Lachmann, Bornemann, and Alford. And this reading, which 
omits xa) of, seems to be confirmed by infernal evidence,— 

(1) @ priori, Paul and Barnabas are said to go up “to the 
Apostles and Elders at Jerusalem (xv. 2) concerning this question.” 

(2) The ‘* Aposties and Elders” are said ‘“‘to have met 
together to consider this matter” (xv. 6). 

(3) @ posterivri, Paul is said to have gone through the 
Cities, delivering to them to keep the Decrees determined by 
‘‘the Aposties and Elders at Jerusalem” (xvi. 4). 

This triple mention of Apostles and Eiders, without the 
addition of any other party, is significant ; 

It seems to indicate that ‘‘ the Apostles and Elders’ consti- 
tuted the Council, as far as deliberative voice and definitive sen- 
tence were concerned ; and therefore the Decree was promulgated 
in ¢heir names. 


And this in tion is confirmed by the subsequent usage 
of the Christian Church in Synods. See Bingham (ii. 19. L1— 
13), “It is on all hands by unprejudiced persona, that 


Presbyters had liberty to sit and deliberate with Bishops in Pro- 
vincial Councils.’’ See above on v. 6. 

And, as Abp. Cranmer says (in Bp. Burnet’s History of the 
Reformation, c. i. 353), ‘‘ In all the Antient Councile of the Church 
in matters of Faith and Interpretation of Scripture, no man made 
definitive subscription but Bishops and Priests, forsomuch as the 
declaration of the Word of God appertains unto them.’’ See also 
Hooker, VILL. vi. 8, and VIII. vi. 12, “ It cannot in any reason 
seem otherwise than most fit, that unto Ecclesiastical Persons 
the care of devising Ecclesiastical Laws be committed.”’ 

So Dr. Field writes; ‘‘ Our adversaries (the Romanists) say 
that the Protestants affirm that Laymen ought not only to be 
present in General Councils, but also to have decisive voices as 
well as they of the Clergy; and thereupon they charge us with 
great absurdity.” 

‘It is agreed, that Ministers only have decisive voices in 
Councils, in sort before expressed.” So also By. Beveridge 
(Codex Canonum vindicatus 1678, p. xx), ‘‘ Laici ad judicium 
de doctriné aut disciplina Ecclesiastica ferendum nunquam ad- 
missi sunt.”” And so Dr. Field adds (on the Charch, v. c. 49, 
p- 646, ed. 1635), ‘‘ The persone that may be present are of divers 
sorts; for some there are with authority to feach, define, pre- 
scribe, and to direct. Others are there to hear, set forward, and 
consent unto that which is there done. In the former sort, none 
but only Ministers of the Word and Sacraments are present in 
Councils, and they only bave deciding and defining voices; but 
in the latter sort, Laymen also may be present; whereupon we 
shall find that Bishops and Presbyters subscribe in this sort; 
‘ Ego, N. definiene subscripsi;’ but the Emperor, or any other 
Lay person, ‘ Ego, N. consentiens subscripsi.’ ’’ 

And this has been the practice from time immemorial in 
England. See By. Kennett’s Eccles. Synods, ed. London, 1701, 
Part i. p. 249, where he says, “ By collating the history of all our 
Saxon Councils, it is easy to discover, that, if the subject of any 
laws was for the outward peace and temporal government of the 
Charch, such laws were properly ordained by the King and his 
great Council of Clergy and Laity intermixed, as our Acts of 
Parliament are still made. But if there was any docirine to be 
tried, or any exercise of pure discipline to be reformed, then the 
Clergy of the great Council departed into a separate Synod; and 
there being the same men in a different and sole capacity, they 
acted as proper Judges within the power of the keys. Only when 


they had thus provided for the state of Religion, they brought 
their Canons from the Synod back again to the Council, to be 
ratified by the King with advice of his great men; and so wisely 
made the Constitutions of the Church to be Laws of the Realm. 
I cannot imagine that the Saxon National Assemblies were any 
more mixed Councils than our English Parliaments are. Theirs 
had authority not only in Civil matters, but in all external Church 
affairs; so have ours. Yet theirs did not meddle with Doctrines 
or Spiritual Discipline, nor will ours. 

‘©The Norman’s Revolution made indeed no change in this 
respect. The Conqueror in his great councils had his spiritual 
and his temporal Barons; and they jointly advised him upon all 
the exigencies of preserving the peace, and advancing the interest 
of Church and State. But when matters arose that were purely 
spiritual, then the King allowed a Legate or an Arch-Bishop to 
meet the other Prelates in a distinct Synod, and there to act as 
the Church Representative.’’ 

These are the principles which regulate the proceedings of 
the Church of England in her Convocations, where Bishops and 
Presbyters sit and deliberate as Brethren; but no Canon framed 
by them has force of law in the Courts of the Realm, unless it is 
received and ratified by the Crown. 


— &B8eAgois] to the brethren. The inculcation of the word 
brethren in the Preamble of this Decree of the firat Council of 
the Church, and in this Chapter generally (where it occurs no less 
than eleven times), was probably designed to show, that, in order 
to settle Church Controversies, Bishops, and Presbyters, and 
People, should ever remember, that, although there are divers 
degrees and orders in the Charch,—yet all its members are Bre- 
thren. Cp. Matt. xxiii. 8. John xx. 17. Acts vii. 26. 

— xalpew] greeting; ‘salvere.’ Used in the N. T. only by St. 
James, i. 1; perhaps a sign that he had the principal part in 
framing the decree. 

25, 26. cby rots dyarnrois juay BapydBg nal Mata, dx6pd- 
xois—Incod Xpiorov] with our beloved Barnabas and Pauli, 
men who have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. A remarkable testimony. The first Christians 
were not wont to praise one another in public. But on the pre- 
sent occasion, such an attestation, especially to St. Paul, was sea- 
sonable and appropriate. It wasareply to the charges of the 
Judaizers against him. It was a public declaration on the part 
of the other Apostles ai Jerusalem, that St. Paul’s claims to divine 
revelations, and to an apostolic mission, were true; and that there 
was no difference of opinion, or disparity in dignity, between him 
and the Twelve who had “seen the Lord’’ on earth. Such a 
declaration was called for. See ix. 26. 

28. ote rH Mveduari TE Gyly nal Huiv] it seems good to the 
Holy Ghost and to «us; to wa inspired by the Holy Ghost, to us 
His ministers and organs for declaring the truth,—a mode of ex- 
pression not uncommon in the Old Testament, where we read, 
“The people believed éhe Lord and His servant Moses,’’ Exod. 
xiv. 31, ‘The sword of the Lord and of Gideon,’’ Judges vii. 
18. 20. ‘The people feared the Lord and Samuel,” ] Sam. xii. 
18. (Severus.) Compare the language of St. John, 3rd Epistle, ». 12. 

This expression ‘it seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to 
us” is an Apostolic statement of the true doctrine of Inspiration. 
The Apostles were inspired by God, but they did not lose their 
personal identity. The human element was not absorbed into 
the divine; but it was spiritualized and transfigured by it. 

There is also another reason for the addition of the word us 
here. We,—though Jews by birth and education, and of the 
Circumcision,—tve declare that the Genéiles are not to be circum- 
cised. (Chrys.) 

The English Convocation rightly prays, ‘‘ Concede ut Spiritus 
Tuus, Qui Concilio olim Apostolico, huic nostro etiam nunc in- 
sideat.” But it cannot be held with Bellarmine (de Concil. ii. c. 
2) that Councils of the Church now are entitled to adopt the 
words of the text in the framing of Canons. See Hooker, VIII. 
vi. 7. Abp. Laud against a § 33. Hammond, i. p. 558. 
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88. dwoorelAayras abrots] who sent them. 80 A, B, C, D.— 
Elz. dwoordaAous. After these words Elz. adds ote 8t rgG XlAg 
éwiuetva: abrov, which are not in A, B, E, G, H. 

87. éBotAeto] was desirous. So A, B, C, E.—Eils. éBov- 
Aetero. . 

38. 4flov-—ut] Stronger than od« h£lov. 
right not to take him. 

— rovroy] this man. Emphatic, and therefore reserved for 
the end of the sentence. 

89. wapotvouds] a sharp contention. xapotvopuds, ovm ¢xOpd 
(Zcum.),—i. ©. it was only a transitory ebullition of a natural 
infirmity of temper; ‘‘exacerbatio, non odium.”’ 

On some circumstances, which had probably led to this con- 
tention of Paul and Barnabas, see above on xii. 12, and compare 
Gal. ii. 1—11, for the preparatory history. 

It appears that, as is often the case, one contention led to 
another ; 

(1) St. Paul had recently resisted St. Peter at Antioch, and 
had ‘‘ rebuked him to the face, because he was to be blamed.’’ 
As Bede says (on Acts xv.): ‘‘His diebus impletum est, quod 
Apostolus Paulus ait, ‘Cum venisset Cephas Antiochiam in faciem 
ei restiti.’”’ (Gal. ii. 11.) 

(2) St. Paul had opposed St. Barnabas, who had then been 
led away by St. Peter’s example. (Gal. ii. 13.) 

(3) That contention was soon followed by another (viz.) with 
reference to St. Mark, who was dveyids to Barnabas. 


He was deeming it 


On the narrative of this contention it may be observed, 

(1) That in St. Luke we have a faithful annalist, who when 
writing the history of the Apostles does not disguise their frailties, 
nor those of a brother Evangelist, St. Mark. 

(2) That a religion is true, which is not damaged by a strife 
of its chief Teachers, but, under God’s Providence, is more widely 
disseminated in consequence of a difference, which, if that religion 
had been of human origin, would have been very baneful to it. 

(3) That the Apostles, and other first Preachers of Chris- 
tianity, were not exempt from human infirmities; and thus the 
excellency of the power of the Gospel, in the wonderful change, 
moral, social, and religious, which it has wrought on the world, is 
seen more clearly to be of God. (2 Cor. iv. 7.) 

(4) That the Inspiration of the Apostles and Evangelists, in 
what they wroée for the instruction of the Church, and in what 
was received by the Spirit of Christ in the Church, as Canonical 
Scripture, is displayed more clearly by the fact, that in what they 
did, they were not always exempt from human frailty, nor were 
supposed to be so by the Church, which received their writings as 
divine. 

They had their treasure in earthen vessels. (2 Cor. iv. 7.) 
“The strength of God was made perfect in their weakness.” 
(2 Cor. xii. 9.) ‘‘ Paulus severior,’”’ says Jerome, ‘ Barnabas 
clementior ; uterque in suo sensu abundat; et tamen dissensio 
habet aliquid Aumane fragilitatis.” Adv. Pelag. lib. ii. p. 522. 

Paul may have erred in his contention with Barnabas, as he 
did err in his pleading before Ananias (Acts xxiii. 3); and both 
these incidents are recorded by the Holy Spirit writing by St. 
Luke. But there is no error in what was delivered by the Holy 
Ghost, through the agency of St. Paul, to the Church, as Canonical 


Scripture, and has been received by the Body of Christ, the Church 
Universal, as such; see below on Gal. ii. at end of the chapter. 

(5) That we are not to be scandalized or falter in the faith, 
if Christian Teachers differ among themselves. There is but One 
Teacher, whose Charity never failed or was disturbed— Christ. 
“‘ Soli Dei Filio servabatur sine delicto permanere.” (Tertullian, 
de Preescr. 3.) Peter was rebuked by Paul (Gal. ii. 11); Paul 
and Barnabas strove. And if even Apostles sometimes differed, 
why need we be perplexed by occasional dissensions between 
other holy men, such as 8. Cyprian and S. Cornelius, 8. Cyril 
and Theodoret, 3. Jerome and S. Augustine, S. Chrysostom and 
8. Epiphanius? Rather let the sight of such differences stimulate 
the faith and hope of Christians. Let it induce them to raise 
their eyes from the Church militant on earth to the Church glori- 
fied in heaven, and from the transitory strifes of Time to the 
never-ending peace of Eternity. 

(6) That the strife of Paul and Barnabas was afterwards 
healed, and that St. Mark was recovered to the love and esteem 
of St. Paul. We find Mark with St. Paul, when be addressed the 
Colossians (iv. 10; cp. Philemon 24), to whom he had written 
concerning him, and to whom he commends him. And per- 
haps there is something significant in the terms by which he 
there describes him, “ Mark, kineman to Barnabas ;" as if to 
intimate that Barnabas had acted a kinsman’s part in his ten- 
derness to his relative; and to show his love for Barnabas as 
well as Mark. And at last St. Paul, who once would not take 
Mark with him because ‘he had departed from them, and did 
not go with them to the work,” afterwards sent for him to Rome, 
and desired Timothy to take, and bring him, “ for he is profitable 
to me for the ministry ’’ (2 Tim. iv. 11), and eventually St. Mark 
preached, and probably died as a Martyr, at Alexandria. Tille- 
mont, ii. 238. 

(7) We find also at the close of the Apostolic history, Silas 
(whom St. Paul chose instead of Mark) asaociated as “ the faith- 
ful brother ’’ by St. Peter, with St. Mark, who was Si. Peter's 
‘gon in the faith.” See on | Pet. v. 13, and Introduction to 
that Epistle, p. 43. 

(8) As to the parts taken respectively in this wapotvopuds by 
St. Paul and St. Barnabas, we may adopt the words of Tertui- 
lan: ‘* Viderint ii, qui de Apostolis judicant; mihi non tam 
bené est, imd non tam malé est, ut Apostolos committam.” (De 
Preescr. 24.) Or, as Chrys. says, rods a&ylous 5Bpl(w; wh yédvorro. 
‘O Tlavaos é(hret 1d Slxasoy, 6 BapydBas rd piAdvOpwwow: and he 
well adds, rdvv &péAcs roy Mdpxoy %) pdyxn arn, Td wey Madaou 
@oBepdy éxlorpepey abrdy, rot 3t BapydBa xpnordy érole: 
pnxérs &rodeipOiiva udxorra: perv, wpds ty 82 réAos dwayTg 1d 
xép8os. It pleased the God of Justice and Mercy to bless the 
efforts of both Paul and Barnabas. And now, all the wapof- 
vopds of human passion has passed away for ever, and all the 
fruits of justice and of love, of repentance and of zeal, of honesty 
and of truth, remain, and will never fail. The two brother Apos- 
tles, Paul and Barnabas, and the two Evangelists, St. Mark and 
St. Luke, are united in the joys of Paradise—never to be severed 
more. So may all differences in the Church cease ! 

— Bapvdfay] Barnabas. The last notice of Barnabas in the 
Acts. The historian takes leave of him, as he first mentions 
him (iv. 36), ia connexion with his native country, Cyprus. 
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40. Xiray) Silas; associated with Paul, in room of Barnabas ; 
and soon after, Timothy slso in the room of Mark. See xvi. 1. 
Thus the great Head of the Church overrules even the strifes 
of Christians, and makes them conducive to the spread of Chris- 
tianity, and to the good of His faithful people. 
Another source of comfort and of hope in times of division. 


Cu. XVI. 1. nat i80¢] and lo! introducing the mention of a 
gift from heaven to Paul, in the place of what he had lost, in his 
separation from Barnabas and Mark. See on xv. 40. 

— éxei] there at Lystra. Some have inferred from Acts xx. 
4, that Timothy was of Derde: but the present text appears to 
state that his domicile was at Lystra. And St. Paul connects 
Timothy with Lystra and Iconium (not mentioning Derbe) in 
2 Tim. iii. 11. And here Timothy is said to have had a good 
testimony from the brethren of Lystra and Iconium: Lystra 
in both passages being placed first. See further on 2 Tim. iii. 
11. 

— yvvainds "Iovdalas] of a woman who wae a Jewess ; Eunice. 
2 Tim. i. 5. 

2. ds duaprupecro] who wae well reported of by the brethren 
tn Lystra and Iconium. Timothy was well reported of by men, 
and was pointed out to St. Paul by prophecy, 1 Tim. i. 18; and 
was personally acquainted with St. Paul’s doings and sufferings at 
Iconium and Lystra. See 2 Tim. iii. 11. 

8. wepiéreuev abréy] he circumcised him, not from any suppo- 
sition of the necessity of Circumcision, at this time, but because 
nothing profiteth without Charity ; and because all things are to 
be done for edification, and no offence is to be given to any. 
Therefore he circumcised Timothy. But Titus, being a Greek, 
was not compelled to be circumcised. See Gal. ii. 3. 

By circumcising Timothy St. Paul showed that he did not 
condemn those who still continued to observe the Levitical Law. 
(Cp. 1 Cor. ix. 20.) By not circumcising Titue he showed that 
he would not enforce that Law, and would communicate with 
those who judged it to be abrogated, and did not observe it. In 
the former case he proved his charity; in the latter, his courage ; 
by both together he evinced his clear-sighted appreciation of the 
partial and preparatory character of the Law, which was now dead, 
but not yet deadly; and of the ever-living permanence and life- 
giving universality of the Gospel. See below on Gal. ii. 3—16, 
and the review of that chapter, pp. 53—55, and | Cor. ix. 20. 

— “EAAny briipxer] he was by birth a Greek. Being a Gen- 
tile, by his father’s side, and being trained in the truth by his 
mother, a Jewish believer, Timothy was qualified by his parentage 
to conciliate Jews and Gentiles, and to bring them to Christ. 


6. 3:7AGov—Fadratixhy xopay] they traversed Phrygia and 
the region of Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit 
to preach the Word in Asia (i.e. Lydia, Caria, and especially the 
region near Ephesus), and having come toward Mysia, they were 
attempting to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus permitted 
_them not: and having passed along Mysia, they arrived at 
Tyroas. 

On the Gaulish origin of the population of Galatia, and on 
other local circumstances of that region, and on St. Paul’s visits 
to that country, see Gal. i. 2—6, and Introduction to the Epistle 
to the Galatians, pp. 36—41, and Howson, i. p. 284. 

St. Paul’s purpose, it appears, was to travel westward from 
Lystra to Ephesus—the great maritime Capital of Ionia—but he 


was not permitted by the Holy Spirit to do so; and he traversed 
Phrygia and Galatia. 

At this time it would seem that@he planted the Churches of 
Galatia, which are mentioned as in existence, and as confirmed 
afterwards by him, in ch. xviii. 23. 

But St. Luke says nothing of their foundation. And why ? 
Perhaps because the reader of Scripture could receive ample 
information concerning them from the Epistle of St. Paul to the 
Galatians. 

And here it may be remarked generally, that, as with regard 
to the Evangelical History, the Holy Spirit says nothing in one 
Gospel concerning the existence of any of the other three, and 
yet each Gospel is adjusted to the others and to the whole Evan- 
gelical Canon; so in the Acts of the Apostles, there is no mention 
of any of St. Paul’s Epistles, or even of the fact that he wrote a 
single epistle; and yet in dictating the Acts by the agency of 
St. Luke, the Holy Spirit appears to have His Divine Eye on 
what had been already given, or would be hereafter given by 
Himself to the World, in those Epistles, by the band of St. Paul. 

Here is the ground of the argument handled by Dr. Paley 
in his “ Horse Pauline.” The Acts and the Epistles are from 
One Spirit. No wonder that there is a harmony among them, 
more deeply felt, because not the result of effort and art, but of 
oneness of origin from the Spirit of Truth. 

Besides, this silence of the Historian of the Acts concerning 
& very important part of St. Paul’s Missionary labours, may serve 
to remind the Christian reader, especially the Pastor, Teacher, 
and Missionary, that a record of their works on earth, even 
though it were in Scripture itself, is not to be too much desired, 
and is never to be made the aim and end of their efforts; but in 
this they are to rejoice, that ‘their names,’”’ though unknown on 
earth, “are written in heaven.’’ (Luke x. 20.) 


This leads to the inquiry— 

Why did the Holy Spirit fordid St. Paul to preach the Word 
in Asia, and to go into Bithynia? 

Perhaps He would thus show, that what men consider most 
illustrious and attractive, is of less account in His sight. He drew 
Paul away from Ionia and Ephesus, the wealthiest and most 
brilliant region of Asia Minor, in order that he might preach to 
the servile and semibarbarous tribes of Phrygia and Galatia. 

Our Lord chose Galilee of the Gentiles for the scene of His 
earlier ministry. St. Philip was sent from the populous Samaria 
to the desert road ‘‘ that leadeth to Gaza’”’ (Acts viii. 26). And 
St. Paul is prevented by the Spirit from preaching in Asia, and 
under the guidance of the same Spirit, be goes and evangelizes 
the more barbarous tribes of Galatia. 

The Missionaries of the Gospel in all ages need to be re- 
minded, that poor Pagan villages (see Mark i. 38) and savage 
tribes are to be converted and sanctified by Christianity, as well 
as polite cities and cultivated regions; and they whose solitary 
lot is cast in wild and uncivilized countries will find comfort in 
the reflection, that Galilee was preferred by Christ to Judea, and 
that St. Paul was sent by the Holy Spirit from Ionia to Phrygia 
and Galatia. 

For another special reason why St. Paul went to Galatia at 
this time, rather than to Asia, see note below on Gal. iv. 13. 

— Spuylav—'Aciq] Similarly Catullus (xlvi. 5) distinguishes 
Phrygia and Asia,—‘ Linquantur Phrygii, Catulle, campi, Ad 
claras Asi@ volemus urbes,’ 
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6, 7. xcwAvbdvres—otn elacev] having been forbidden by the 
Holy Ghost to preach the Word in Asia, they were essaying to 
go tnlo Bithynia; but the Spirit of Jesus suffered them not. 
These two instances of the restraining power of the Holy Ghost, 
exerted to defer men from what seems abstractedly most desirable, 
are also proofs, that if men labour aright for God, like St. Paul, 
they may thank Him for what they are nof allowed to do, as well 
as for what they are enabled to do. (Cp. 2 Cor. i. 17.) They 
need His preventive as well as His assisting grace; they require a 
xadwds, or bridle, for thei#*anruly passions, as well as a xé»rpoy, 
or spur, for their sluggish will. 

This passage may also suggest a reason, why the Gospel was 
not published sooner, and why it has not deen universally dif- 
Jused. God sees what use men will make of His gifts, and He 
acts accordingly. See on x. 5. 

The Holy Spirit did not now permit them to preach the Word 
in Asia ; but soon afterwards enabled them to do so with great 
tuccess, 80 that “all in Asia heard the Word, both Jews and 
Greeks”? (xix. 10). We know also from Pliny’s celebrated letter 
to Trajan 97) that the Gospel was soon planted in Bithynia. 

Here also is evidence of the Inspiration of the Apostles and 
Evangelists. They proved that they had the Spirit, by what they 
did. St. Luke here affirms that they were guided by the Spirit 
in what they did no{f do. What good man could venture to say 
this, except he were authorized by the Spirit to do so? 

May we not also say that here is an illustration of what may 
at first perhaps be perplexing in Holy Scripture? Many things 
are not mentioned there, which, if Scripture had been a human 
work, would not have been omitted. For example, in the Acts, 
many leading incidents in the history of St. Paul and the other 
Apostles are passed over. Doubtless the Holy Spirit had good 
reasons for withholding these things. Doubtless the Evangelists 
were sometimes restrained by the Holy Spirit from writing, as 
the Apostles were from preaching. There is Inspiration in their 
Silence. 

See the Introduction to this volume for further remarks on 
this subject, p. 6. 

7. xara rhv Muolay] toward Mysia. This use of xara = 
versus, is seen in Acts ii. 10, rHs A:Bdns Ths Kara Kuphyny: and 
see on xxvii. 12, Aiudva BAéworra xara AlBa. Cp. Winer, § 49, 


. 357. 
7 — éwelpaloy] they were essaying. 

— 7d Ivedua "Incov] the Spirit of Jesus.—Elz. has not Incod, 
but it is found in the best MSS., A, B, C, D, E, and in numerous 
Versions, and is received by Griesb., Scholz, Lachmann, Tischen- 
dorf, Bornemann, and Alford. 

This reading deserves to be noted, as confirmatory of the 
doctrine of the procession of the Holy Spirit from the Son, as 
well as from the Father. See above on John xv. 26. 

8. Tpwdda] Alexandria Zroas, now a “Colonia Juris Italici,” 
and an “‘urbs libera.”” See Howson, ch. viii. and xx. 

The Zroad and Philippi (v. 12) are two names associated 
with battle, and connect the wars of the heroic age, and of the 
Homeric Deities, with those of the close of Greek History, and 
the conflicts of the Roman Empire. 

But now they are become the scenes of the victories of the 
Gospel of Peace,—a prelude to the moral change to be wrought 
by it in the World. 

9. Spaua—drhp Maxeddéy] avision: a man of Macedonia. See 
below, v. 12. It would seem (as Chrys. observes, p. 804) that 
God proportions His revelations to the necessities of the case. 
When strong persuasion is requisite He sends an Angel; where 
less will serve, a man. 

— Maxe8orlay] Macedonia. The Roman name for Northern 
Greece. The Romans, having reduced Greece by their arma, 
divided it into two Provinces, Macedonia in the north; and 
Achaia in the south. 


& 


- Macedonia comprised Macedonia Proper, Ilyricum, Epirus, 
and Thessaly: the rest of Greece, including the Peloponnesus, 
was contained in Achaia, which was so called because the Ro- 
mans had reduced Greece by means of the Ach@ans then holding 
the chief place in that country. (Pausan. vii. 17.) 

The Roman Province. of Achaia corresponded very nearly to 
that territory which is now called the Kingdom of Greece. 

10. &(nrhoauer] we sought means by inquiring for a ship going 
to Greece,—we endeavoured. Observe St. Luke’s modesty. He 
does not say that be himself joined St. Paul at Tross. He glides 
as it were imperceptibly into the Apostle’s company ; and we only 
know that he was a sharer in his perils and labours, by the adop- 
tion henceforth of the pronoun we. See below, xx. 5. 

As S. Irenaeus remarked (iii. 14) in the second century, “‘ That 
Luke was ap attendant on Paul, and his fellow-labourer in the 
Gospel, he himself makes manifest, not in a spirit of boasting, but 
constrained by the truth itself;” and then Jreneus quotes this 
verse of the Acts. St. Luke thus intimates that he was an eye- 
woitnesa of what he relates. And his testimony is stronger because 
he relates nothing specially of himself. He also notices when he 
is not present. See v. 40. 

The first person is dropped st ch. xvii. 1, and resumed in 
xx. 5, and thenceforth it continues till the end of this book. Sce 
on xx. 5, and on 2 Cor. viii. 18. 

— oupBiBdlovres—iuas—evayyeAlcac6a:] St. Luke says here, 
that we sought forthwith to go out (of Asia Minor) info Mace- 
donia, assuredly gathering (as an inference from the Vision) that 
the Lord hath called us (observe ‘us’) to evangelize them. A 
remarkable expression, stating a fact of great importance, which 
almost escapes notice. ; 

They who have observed St. Luke’s modesty in speaking of 
himself, will be convinced by this expression that he himself, as 
well as St. Paul, was called by God to evangelize the Greeks. 
And they will be persuaded that the holy Evangelist did what he 
was called fo do. . 

As to the manner in which he did it, see the notes below on 
] Thess. i. 9, and 2 Cor. viii. 18. 

ll. Zanobpdinvy] Samothrace; an island near Thrace, and 
called Samothrace, either from the name of the founder of the co- 
lony (Dion. Hal. i. 61), or because it was colonized from Samos 
(Steph. Byz.), or because in the native language the heights of 
the island were called cduo: (Eustath. p. 881). It was celebrated 
for the mysteries of Demeter and Persephone, and rites of the 
Cabiri. Cp. Tacit. Ann. ii. 54. 

— NearoAw] Neapolis in Thrace; about twelve miles from 
Philippi, the frontier town of Macedonia. 

12. diAlxwous, Hris dor) xpdérn rijs peplSos ris Maxe8orlas x., 
xodwvia] What do the words xpérn rijs wep{8os mean, as applied 
to Philippi ? 

(1) Some suppose them to signify the first city on St. Paul’s 
route. See Wieseler, p. 38, and Howson, i. 341. 

But this is not probable. The first would be Neapolis; and 
St. Luke says dori, not qv. 

(2) Nor can xpérn wéAts ris wepl8os mean “ the chief city 
of that region of Macedonia.” See Liv. xlv. 29, who says that 
Emilius Paulus, p.c. 167, after the subjugation of Perseus and 
his kingdom, reduced Macedonia into four and made Am- 
phipolis, Thessalonica, Pella, and Pelagonia, the capitals of their 
respective districts. Cp. Leake, Northern Greece, iii. 480. 

(3) Hence xpérm is interpreted by some (e.g. Rosenm., 
Kuin.) to mean a principal city of that region of Macedonia. The ° 
term xpérn (primaria) was assigned as a title to cities of Asia; 
as may be seen on coins. 

(4) It is said by others (e.g. Meyer) that xoAwvia is to be 
joined with wdAis, and that St. Luke intends to say that Philippi 
was the principal colonial-city of that part or district of Mace- 
donia. It was planted with Roman Colonists by Octavian, after 
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the victory of Actium, and admitted to the Jus Italicum. See 
Dio Cass. li. p. 445. Plin. Nat. Hist. iv. 11. A somewhat si- 
milar explanation had been proposed by Casaubon. See Valck. 

None of these explanations appear satisfactory. They all 
rest on the supposition, which is at least doubtful (see » ii. 
115), that ris pepl8os is equivalent to éxelyns rijs yw, i.e. “of 
that part of Macedonia.” 

(5) The true solution is probably to be found in the Helle- 
nistic sense of the word epls, viz. a frontier, or strip of border- 
land, that by which it is divided (uepl(era:) from some other 
adjacent territory. See Ezek. xlv.7. Here then pepls, 80 ex- 
plained, would be the border-land, by which Macedonéa is divided 
or parted off from Thrace. And Philippi was the chief City of 
this zepls or confinium. It was colonized by the Romans as a 
border-city, to defend the frontier against Thrace. As Col. Leake 
says (Northern Greece, iii. 487), ‘‘ From 3.c. 146, to the reign of 
Augustus, the Romans had the troublesome duty of defending 
Macedonia against the people of Illyria and Thrace, and during 
that time they established the colonies at Philippi, Pella, Stodi, 
and Dium.” 

In the New Testament the words ra « ép7 often occur in this 
sense, as equivalent to vebdpia or confines. Matt. xv. 21; xvi. 13. 
Mark viii. 10. And in the Acts (ii. 10) we have ra pépn rijs 
A:Bins, the confines of Libya, towards Cyrene. 

So in the LXX the word pepls is used for iTg2, an extremity. 
Rath iii. 7. 

The Vulg. here has “ prima partis (not partis istius) Mace- 
doniz ;’’ which seems to lead to the right sense. And this inter- 
pretation is confirmed by the Arabic and £thiopic versions, 
which render pep{3os by conjines or neighbourhood of Macedonia. 

St. Paul had been called to Greece by the man of Macedonia, 
and that call had been recognized and obeyed as the command of 
the Lord (xvi. 9, 10). He is now in Macedonia; and as soon as he 
has crossed the frontier, he begins his career, as a soldier of Christ, 
warring against Satan, at Philippi the principal city, on the border 
land of Macedonia, and a military colony of Rome. 

These particulars concerning Philippi seem to be specified by 
St. Luke for various reasons; ; 

He has brought us now to the first city on Greek ground, in 
which the Gospel was preached by St. Paul. 

The name Philippi, derived from Philip (Strado, vii. p. 5), 
the dvhp Maxeday (Demosth. i. p. 43), who subdued Greece, and 
the father of Alexander, who overran and conquered a great part 
of the known world, and founded the Third Great Monarchy 
(Dan. viii. 21), suggests to the reader the contrast between the 
subjugation of Nations of this world, of which Philip and Alexander 
were the Conquerors, and the triumphs now to be achieved by 
Christ in the peaceful march of St. Paul. 

The words Maxe8ovlas and xoAwvia, @ colony, call attention 
to the triumphs of the Gospel at PAilippi, a principal city of Ma- 
cedonia, or Northern Greece (called by the Romans ‘ Macedonia’), 
and also as representing in those parts the main element of the 
Gentile world, by ite connexion as a military Colony with Rome, 
the Fourth Monarchy (Dan. vii. 7. 19), the Mistress of the world 
at that time. 

Hence St. Paul’s acts at Philippi are dwelt on by St. Luke 
as a specimen and rehearsal of bis preaching in Greece and Italy, 
and of the future achievements of the Gospel in the Roman Em- 
pire and in the World. 

— xorwvla]'a Roman Colony—a miniature of Rome. ‘‘ Co- 
lonise Populi Romani quasi effigies parve simulacraque.’’ (Au. 
Gell. xvi. 13). See preceding note. 

Coins of Philippi of the date of St. Paul’s visit have the in- 
scription “‘ Cot: (i.e. Colonia) Avo(usta) Jur(ia) Pritre(pensis).”’ 
See Akermann, p. 45. Kitto, p. 337. Compare Howson, i. 345, 
on the rights of Roman Colonies. 

18. xdAns] gate. 80 A,B,C, D. Elz. rédrcos. 

— roraudy] river. Not the Strymon (as has been supposed 
by some) which was some miles distant, but a smaller stream, the 
Gangites, or, as Herodotus calls it, Angifas; which flows into 
the Zygactes, and gives its name to the united streams. See 
Leake, iii. p. 225. Howson, i. p. 346. 

The name Krenidee, or fountains,—formerly borne by Phi- 
lippi,—was derived from this stream. 


The battle-field of Philippi, in which Brutus and Cassius 
were defeated by Mark Antony and Octavius, was between the 
Gangites and the Strymon. 

— ob dvoullero xpocevxh elva:] where a meeting for prayer 
was wont to be held. See v. 16. 

Perhaps there was a Proseucha, or enclosed place for prayer 
there. See Epiphanius (Heer. lxxx.), who describes the Proseuche 
as places of a semicircular form (Searpoe:deis), without roofs, and 
outside the cities. Cp. Mede’s Essay, Book i. Discourse 18, p. 67. 

Sach proseucke were commonly near the sea or rivers, as 
here, for the sake of the lustrations and ablutions of the Levitical 
Law (see Joseph. Ant. xiv. 10. 23. Cp. Juvenai, iii. 11—13). 

The difficult words, ‘‘jura, verpe, per Anchialum,” in Mar- 
tial, xi. 94, have been explained from this practice. See Vaick. 

Hence also they afforded a convenient preparation for the 
Gospel, as supplying water for baptizing the converts made by 
the preaching of the Gospel there. 

It seems that at Philippi, a Roman Colony, where the Jews 
were hated and despised (see v. 13), they had no Synagogue 
within the walls of the City, and were only authorized to have a 
Proseucha, and that outside the city gate. Cp. Ammonius, in 
Caten., who says, un} obons exel cuvaywyis 8a 7d owdnoy, 
wapa Toy woraydy Ew ris wéAews AdOpa curtryorro. 

Here, at Philippi, St. Paul, in accordance with his uniformly 
charitable spirit toward the Jews, his bitter enemies, went ou/ 
of the city to their proseucha on the Sabbath Day, and preached 
there, though he had only a few women to hear him. Cp. below, 
note on xvii. 1. 

14. @varelpwr] Thyatira, in Lydia. As Alford observes, 
‘‘ Though they had been forbidden to preach the word in Asia 
(xvi. 6), and sent by the Spirit to Greece, their first convert in 
Greece is an Asiatic.’’ 

— ceBopéyn roy Gedy] a Proselyte. See xiii. 50. 

— Hxover) wae listening. 

15. nal é olxos abrijs] and her house. An argument for Bap- 
tism of Infants. See xvi. 33; xviii. 8. 1 Cor. i. 16. 

‘‘Quis credat (says Bengel) in tot familiis nulluam fuisse 
infantem, et Judeeos circamcidendis, Gentiles lustrandis illis, 
assuetos, non etiam obtulisse illos baptismo?’’ 

The Church of England (Art. XXVII.) affirms that “ the 
Baptism of Infants is most agreeable with the Institution of 
Christ.”” And in her Baptismal office she grounds this assertion 
on our Lord’s declarations (see on Jobn iii. 3. 5) and on His 
gracious invitation (Mark x. 14) to Infants, Bpépn. See on 
Luke xviii. 15. 

In this she follows the exposition of the Primitive Church, 
who, as Origen says (in Epist. ad Rom. lib. v.), ‘received the 
Baptism of Infants from the Apostles.’’ See also Justin Martyr 
(Apol. i. 15) speaking of disciples of Christ from their childhood, 
and Irenaeus (ii. 22), who mentions infants as born again, and the 
Synodical Epistle of the Third Council of Carthage under Cyprian, 
a.D. 263. Routh, R.S. iii. p. 74, or in Cyprian’s Epistles, lix. 
or lxiv., where the Sixty-six Bishops there assembled say in 
answer to Fidus, ‘‘ As to the case of Infants, who, you allege, 
ought not to be baptized within the second or third day after their 
birth, and that the law of circumcision should be regarded, which 
led you to imagine that none should be baptized before the eighth 
day after his birth—this Synod was of a very different opinion. 
Not one of us agreed with you, but we resolved unanimously that 
the grace of God should be denied to none. For since the Lord 
says (Luke ix. 56), ‘The Son of Man came not to destroy men's 
lives, but to save them,’ we must take care, as far as in us lies, 
that no soul be lost. All persons, whether adults or infants, are 
equally objects of divine grace, as Scripture declares.” 

More has been said by the Editor, on this point, in Letter 
viii. on the Church of Rome, and in Occasional Sermons (Serm. 
iii. pp. 51—668), where objections to the above statements are 
considered ; and cp. Professor Blunt on the Karly Fathers, p. 548. 

On the allegation of some Expositora here, that the Children 
of Heathens could not have been baptized by the Apostles, because 
their parents were not holy (cp. 1 Cor. vii. 14), see the answer of 
S. Augustine to Boniface, Epist. 98, vol. ii. p. 394, and Hooker, 
IIT. i. 12; V. lxiv. 5; and the present Editor’s Letter to a friend 
on the XXTXth Canon of 1603, Lond. 1860. 
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— wapeBidoaro] she gently constrained us. (See Valck.) 
They did not comply at once, lest they should appear to have 
come to preach the Gospel for personal convenience or ad- 
vantage. 

16. wvetua TWvGovos] a spirit of Python. A, B, C*, D have 
Nlv@ceva—which may perhaps be the true reading: a and os (OC) 
are often confused in MSS. See Porson, ad Hecub. 788. 

A remarkable expression. This damsel was possessed with 
an evil Spirit (see ov. 18, 19). Why then does not the Evan- 
gelist St. Luke call it by the names used in the Gospel, viz. 
Sadvioy, or wveipua dxdbaproy, but wxveiua Mbewvos, a spirit of 
Python, or xvevpa Tuéwva, or Python spirit, a word never oc- 
curring in the Gospels ? 

Probably for the following reasons— 

St. Paul was now on new ground—in Greece (see above, 
v. 13). He was in a Greek city, a Roman colony. A new scene 
now opens before him; a new era in the History of the Church. 
He has not only to war with Jewish prejudice. He has to en- 
counter Satan in other forms. He has now to confront him in 
the idolatries and superstitions of the West. 

One of the greatest difficulties which the Gospel had to 
contend with there, arose from the power exercised over the Greek 
and Roman mind by Oracles, Enchantments, Divination, Sooth- 
saying, and Sorcery. That Power showed itself in the yuppdan- 
wrot, ebpbxras, éyyarrpluvbo, Seopdpnrot, poiBdAnwrot, cerrili, 
larvati, lymphatici, &c. of Heathenism. See Aug. de Civ. Dei, 
ii 23, where he refers to this passage “in Actibus Apostoloruam 
ventrilogua femina.” Euseb. p. Ev. iv. 5; and other nu- 
merous authorities cited in Wetst. p. 555. Biscoe, pp. 283—5. 

Here St. Paul meets that Power face to face in the streets of 
Philippi. How was it to be described? By the word Python. 
This word would sound a note clear and strong on the Greek and 
Roman ear. [ld6wy, Mdé0s, MvOla, MvOdvncca, Pytho, Pythiua, 
Pythia, Pythonissa. How mach was contained in those words | 

' TIT@QN, Python, was the prophetic Serpent at Delphi—the 
dupards rijs ys, the centre and focus of Gentile Divination. 
See Callim. H. ad Apoll. 100. Ovid, Met. i. 438. Apollodor. 
i. p. 44, Heyne. Hygin. fab. 140. Plutarch, de Orac. Defect. ii. 
p. 417, and others, cited by Kuin., and concerning the Pythia 
herself, see Virgil, Ain. vi. 46. 

The Python or Serpent gave his name and place to the pro- 
phetic Deity of the Gentile world ; the successor of the Serpent at 
Delphi was the Pythian Phoebus or Apollo. 

And from him all who claimed the powers of divination 
received their title, and were called Pythons. Hence Hesychius, 
Thier Saiudriov payrixdy, Alberti Glossar. Gr. p. 75, T1d@wvos* 
Sa:novlou payrixod, obrw Acyoudvov. “ Translatum est hoc nomen 
ad homines ipsos, qui dei cujusdam affiatu fulura pradicere 
posse credebantur, nominatim ita dicti sunt é¢yyacrpluvéoi, 
Plutarch. de oraculoram defectu p. 414, robs éyyaorpiudOous 
Evpuxadas wdaai, vuvl MuGwvas xpocayopevdpevor, ventriloquos 
Eurycleas (ab Eurycle inventore hujus divinationis) olim, nunc 
Pythonas vocant. Hesychius: Tli0ev, 6 éyyarrpluvdos # eyyas- 
tpluayris. Id. Evpuxdijs, 6 éyyaorpluvdos, qv St yévos payrdwy, 
obs dumvipws Evpuxdeis freyov. Suidas: éyyacrpluvdos, éyyac- 
tpluaytis, dy voy Tives T1U0ava, ZoponAss 88 orepyduarriv, 
TAdrwy 5 piddcogos, EtpuxAda ded Elpuxadous, roiwtvrov pdy- 
Tews.” (Kuin. 

Therefore this damsel at Philippi, with her Pythonistic 
possession, was, according to her degree, a representative of the 
Pythia who sat on the tripod at Delphi, and who delivered the 
responses in the name of the Pythian Apollo, the successor of the 
Serpent, and brought much gain and renown to Aer masters at 
that place, and deceived the World by her sorceries, Hence 
St. Luke calls this Spirit at Philippi, Python. And thus the 
Holy Spirit by St. Luke’s mouth taught certain solemn truths 
to the Gentile world. He warned them, that the Spirit with 
which they dealt so fondly and familiarly in their Oracles and 
Witchcrafts was an unclean Spirit. It is denounced and ejected 
as such by St. Panl. The Python, which they themselves said 
was a serpent, was indeed a minister of ‘“‘the old Serpent” 
(2 Cor. xi. 3. Rev. xii. 9; xx. 2), an agent of Satan; and in 
dealing with him, in these Oracles, they “worshipped devils 
instead of God"’ (1 Cor. x. 20). As Chrys. says here, dpgs 6 


rt "AwéAAwy Saluwy éoriv. Indeed Apollo, and all his di- 
viners, were ministers of Apollyon himself (Rev. ix. 11). 

In these Oracles and Divinations of the Gentile world there 
were many frauds and cheats. But counterfeits prove the reality ; 
and the phenomena of Witchcraft in the Heathen World are too 
numerous to be explained away. As Dr. Barrow says (Serm. ix. 
vol. iv. p. 213), “Concerning power of Enchantments implying 
the co-operation of Invisible Powers, all sorts of intercourse aud 
confederacy, forma] or virtual, with bad Spirits, he that shall 
affirm them to be mere fiction and delusion, must with exceeding 
immodesty and rudeness charge the World with vanity,’’ &c. See 
also Cicero, de Div. i. 5, and 82—88. Van Dale, de Orac., and 
others, cited by Biscoe, p. 299. 

(1) It is worthy of remark, that the Hebrew word which 
describes a “familiar spirit’ is sie (05k). This is used in the 
Old Testament, in Lev. xx. 6. 27. Deut. xviii. 1]. Isa. xix. 3. 
And it is also employed | Sam. xxviii. 7, 8, to describe the Spirit 
with whom the Witch of Endor had commerce, who is called by the 
LXX an éyyacrpizvéos. May it not be, that this word O54 hus 
some connexion with the Greek 8qis, or serpent,—the word used 
by St. Paul and St. John to describe the Old Serpent, the Devil ? 
(2 Cor. xi. 3. Rev. xii. 9; xx. 2.) This conjecture may be con- 
firmed by the following consideration ; 

(2) It is allowed that the Greek and Latin words w(6.0s, 
xvdévioca, wuvédyoua:, wevortpios, are traceable to wifey or 
Python, the Prophetic Serpent of the Great Gentile Oracle. 
(Strabo, ix. p. 422. Macrod. Sat.i.17.) Serpent-worship seenis 
to have extended itself over a great part of the World. 

May not that word Python be carried up higher to the 
Hebrew yne (phethen), or Serpent? Ps, lili. 4, and Isa. xi. 8, 
Ps. xci. 13. 

It is remarkable, that this last-named passage contains a pro. 
phecy concerning the Victory to be achieved by Christ over the 
Great Python, or old 8q:is, or Serpent, the Devil. The casting 
oat of the Python-spirit by the Apostle St. Paul at Philippi, act- 
ing by the power of Christ, may be regarded as a visible exhibition 
of the operation of Christ in the Gospel, druising the serpent’s 
head (Gen. iii. 15), and treading the Dragon, Satan, the Old Ser- 
pent, beneath His feet; healing, by His death, the wounds in- 
flicted on them by the fiery Serpent, and delivering the World 
from the grasp in which he then held it by means of Oracles and 
Incarnations, and ali the sorceries of Divination. It may be con- 
sidered as a specimen of the fulfilment of the prophecies, which 
attribute such powers to Christ ; and of Christ’s promise to His 
disciples that He would enable them to overcome “ all the power 
of the enemy ’’ (Luke x. 19; cp. Rom. xvi. 20); and as a presage 
of His full and final triumph over Satan, ‘hat Old Serpent, which 
deceiveth the world. (Rev. xii. 9; xx. 10.) : 

— parrevondryn] by soothsaying ; as distinguished from spo- 
g@nrebovoa. Cp. Dean Trench, Synon. § vi. 

17. ixpa(e] was crying. Observe the imperfect, and again, v. 
18, rotro érole:, this she was doing for many days. 

— obo: ol &. SovAa: TOU Geov] these men are servants of the 
most High God, who are declaring to us the way of salvation. 
This utterance of the pf rnc oi at Philippi gives much pro- 
bability to the assertion of ancient Christian writers, that the Evil 
Spirit who deceived the Gentile world by Oracles, gave testimony 
in them to Christ. See Eused., Dem. Evang. iii. 6, and ix. 10. 
August., de Civ. Dei, xix. 23. De Consensu Evang. i. 18; and 
others quoted by Dr. Jenkin on Christianity, i. p. 354, and 
Mede’s interesting Essay, Works, p. 194, bk. i. disc. xxxVvi. 

Satan sometimes speaks the truth, in order that he may pro- 

te lies with greater success. See on Mark i. 25, where it will 

seen, that in repudiating the homage of the Father of Lies, even 
when he spoke the truth, St. Paul imitated the example of Christ. 

Praise is not seemly in the mouth of a sinner, for it was not 
sent him of the Lord (Ecclus. xv. 9. Prov. xxvi.7). Much less 
is it seemly in the mouth of the Evil One, say Chrys. and Didy- 
mus here (in Caten.). The Apostle shows, that testimony from 
Satan to the preachers of the truth is not to be received ; for it 
is to be feared, that Evil Spirits, having gained men's confidence 
by what they speak truly, may overreach the simple by an admix- 
ture of falsehood, and so cause their ruin. It is well said by 
Arator here (ii. 386),— 
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“__________. Professio vera 
Mendaci de teste sonat, vocemque fidelem 
Perfidus auctor habet ; sed non debetur honori 
Quod cogit formido loqui, nec mente coheret 
Nudus amore timor.”’ 


And it is well observed by Milton (Par. Reg. i. 432) as a charac- 
teristic of the Evil One, that it hath ever been his 


oe SS ee . craft, 
By mixing somewhat true, to vent more lies.” 


Therefore St. Paul rejects the praise of the Evil One, and 
casts him out. The Evil One had said carayyéAAovciy juiy 
é3d» catnplas; but the Apostle says rapayyéAAw cov derdeir. 

— tjpiv) fo us. So A, C, G, H. The Evil Spirit “ trans- 
forms himself into an Angel of light” (2 Cor. xi. 14), and pre- 
tends that the Gospel is for Aimself, as well as for the world.— 
Elz. has dyiv. 

19. €{3AGer] Observe the repetition of this word. Paul com- 
manded the Spirit to come out, éfeAGetv (v. 18). And the Spirit 
ét7jAGev, came out immedistely (v. 18). And the masters of the 
damsel saw that (v. 19) the hope of their gains €?7AGey, came oul 





The hope of their profits went out with the going out of 
the Evil Spirit,—a proof of the reality of the possession. In- 
deed, it seems that the Holy Spirit has taken special care that no 
reasonable person should call in question the fact, that the damsel 
was possessed by the Evil Spirit, and that the Evil Spirit was 
permitted by God to exercise certain powers by her instru- 
mentality. 

— Hanis ris epyaclas] The hope of gain from their craft ; 
a clue to a powerful motive of Persecutions against Christianity. 
Both the Persecutions from Heathenism mentioned in the Acts 
are from this source. In the account of both, the word épyacla 
occurs. See here, and xix. 24, 25. Cp. Pliny’s Letter to Trajan, 
x. 97, 98; and Lardner’s Remarks, iv. 11—30, and the excellent 
observations in Blunt's Lectures, pp. }49—153: ‘The Priest- 
hood in all its branches, Flamens, Augurs, Haruspices, contem- 
plated the advance of Christianity with dismay. It emptied their 
Temples, curtailed their sacrifices, reduced their profits, exposed 
their frauds.”’ 

How great were the difficulties it had to encounter in these 
respects, and how noble the triumphs it achieved ! And how much 
yet remains for it to perform even in Christendom itself, where 
the corruptions of Christianity are deeply rooted in Covetousness, 
and Superstition is propagated by Love of Lucre! Cp. on 2 Cor. 
ii. 17. 

20. orparyyois} the Pretors, or Duumviri, of the Roman 
colony (Cicero, de Leg. Agrar. 34),—a title still surviving (a.p. 
1750) in the Italian word Stradiyo. (Wetstein.) Hence the ap- 
peal in v. 21 to the rights and privileges of the Citizens of Phi- 
lippi as a colonial city of Rome. 

See further on xvii. 6, and Howson, i. 345. 

The Roman character of Philippi is brought forward in this 
narrative, which is a prelude to the History of the struggle of the 
Gospel with the military and imperial power of the Heathen Mis- 
tress of the World. 

— "IovSaio:] Jews. <A specimen of the difficulties and dangers 
which the Gospel had often to encounter from the heathen, by 
being confounded with Judaism, and by being exposed to all the 
obloquy with which the Jews were regarded by the Romans. 

Christianity was hated as Judaism by the heathen, and as 

Vox. I.—Paar II. 





worse than heathenism by the Jews. It had to contend against 
Judaism and Heathenism, and it triumphed over both. 

This charge against Paul and Silas as Jews, would be more 
effective at this time at Philippi, a Roman colony, because the 
Jews had lately caused disturbances at Rome, and had therefore 
been expelled from it by an imperial edict of Claudius (xviii. 2). 

21. ny, & obn Beorw x.7.A.] customs which it is not lawful 
Jor us to receive, being Romans. By the Roman Laws, Judaism 
was a“ religio licita’’ for Jews; but they were not allowed to 
make proselytes among the Romane, who were forbidden by the 
Laws, under penalties, to receive circumcision ; though in this and 
other religious matters the Laws often lay in abeyance. See 
Neander, Church Hist. i. 89. 

22. faB8i¢ew) to beat with the lictora’ rods: a Roman punish- 
ment. St. Paul himself distinctly asserts that he was beaten with 
rode no less than three several times (2 Cor. xi. 25), a punish- 
ment, which he might have escaped, if he had asserted his Roman 
citizenship, as he did at Jerusalem (xxii. 25). Here, it is alleged, 
is a difficulty. If he asserted his citizenship in one place, why not 
also in others? St. Paul, by asserting his citizenship at Jerusalem, 
and by obtaining exemption thereby (xxii. 25), showed that his 
sufferings af Philippi were voluntary, and that he had divine 
direction advising him how to suffer as well as to do, in full faith 
that his sufferings would, under God’s providence, conduce to 
the furtherance of the Gospel. 

In that case the assertion of his Roman Citizenship led, by a 
providential series of events, to the manifestation of the divine 
glory, by his preaching of the Gospel to the people and San- 
hedrim at Jerusalem,—to Felix and Festus and Agrippa at 
Cesarea, and finally to the imperial court and tribunal at Rome. 

But if St. Paul had pleaded at Philippi his Roman citizen- 
ship, he would not have been beaten, and cast into prison. And 
we should not have had the beautiful and instructive history of 
his Christian faith and joy, uttering itself in psalmody at mid- 
night; the jailor and prisoners, and other inhabitants of Philippi, 
would not have had the evidence to the truth of the Gospel in 
the Earthquake which shook the prison, and opened its doors, 
and made the chains to fall from the hands of the prisoners. The 
jailor and his household might not have become citizens of the 
kingdom of heaven. 

May we not therefore say, that the same Divine Spirit Who 
had recently restrained St. Paul from preaching the word in Asia 
and Bithynia, withheld him from asserting his Roman citizenship | 
at Philippi? And may not the good effects which we see ensuing 
from the restraint in the latter case, be designed to remind and 
assure us that no less beneficial results arose, though not known 
by us, from the preventive operations of the Holy Ghost in the 
former? Cp. note below on 1 Thess. ii. 2. 

Yet—such is the treatment which this divine history has 
received in modern times—it has been alleged by many (e. g. De 
Wette) that St. Paul was hindered by the tumult from pleading 
his citizenship; and others (Baur and Zeller) have advanced a 
step further, and perverted his forbearance into an argument that 
he did not really possess the right which he afterwards claimed 

24. rd EdAov] the stocks. “Quod Ka@rAoy, et Evrowddn, etiam 
woduxdin et rodocrpdfn, ab Hebreeis tp (Job xiii. 27. xxxiii. 11) 
vocatur: cui et cervix, et manus et pedes per quinque foramina 
inserebantur, revrectpiyyov propterea quogue vocatum Aristoph. 
Equitt. 1046. Latini nervum vocant Plaué. Captiv. iii. 5.71. Nam 
noctu nervo vinctus custodiebatur”’ (Kuin.). Cp. Wetst. p. 557. 

With this statement of St. Paul’s sufferings at Philippi, com- 
pare his own words to the Philippians in his Epistle, i. 29, 30, 
and see Paley, H. P. p. 120. . 
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25. Suvovy] they were singing. St. Peter sleeps in prison be- 
tween the two soldiers (Acts xii. 6); St. Paul and Silas sing in 
the stocks. They cannot raise their hands or bend their knees in 
prayer, but they can lift up their heart and voice to heaven. Such 
is the power of joy in the Holy Ghost. ‘Nihil crus sentit in 
nervo, quum animus in coelo est. Etsi corpus detinetur, omnia 
spiritui patent.” (Tertullian, ad Mart. 2, cited by Neander.) 
Such is the joy shed by the Holy Ghost into the heart of the 
Christian. Observe also xpocevx devo: Suvovy; i.e. praying they 
were singing: their prayer was a hymn: perhaps they were sing- 
ing one of the Psalms which are entitled ‘a Prayer of David,’ 
e. g. the xvii. or lxxxvi. 

— éxnxpomrro] more than “heard ;’’ they were listening to 
their music as an {§8:crov dxpéaua. The Prison became an Odéum. 

96. xdyrey 7a Seopa avdby] the chains of all were loosed. 
All the prisoners were witnesses of the Miracle. 

21. éavrdy dyapeiv] to kill himeelf, as Bratus and others had 
done here (Plutarch, Brut. 52), and a great number of the pro- 
scribed Romans, after the battle of Philippi, followed bis example. 
Self-murder was approved by the Stoics (Senec. Epist. 12. 17. 
24. 58, 59. Plin. Ep. 1.12. Biscoe, p. 349), and was then ae 
common resort in perplexity and trouble. This incident is sug- 
gestive of what the Gospel has done to prevent it. The jailor was 
about to put himself to death; St. Paul tells him to ‘‘ do himself 
no harm,’’ and opens to him the way of everlasting life. 

On the sin of suicide, see Jerome on Amos v., and Angue- 
tine, ii. p. 918, de Civ. Dei. i. 20, and contra Gaudentium, vol. ix. 
p. 1006, and Bp. Andrewes on the Decalogue, p. 404. 

29. gGra] lighte—neuter plural; cp. James i. 17. So that 
all were witnesses of the miracle. 

$1. roy Képcov] the Lord of all. He had addressed them as 
Képiot; they turn his thoughts from themselves to the Lord, Christ. 

$8. frovcey—eBarric6n] fArovcer, al éroven (Chrys.). A re- 
markable instance of divine reward for hunan love. The Jailor 
washed the blood from their wounds, and was by their ministry 
freed from a spiritual prison, and was washed from his sins by Bap- 
tism, made efficacious by the blood of Christ and by faith in Him. 


85. SaB8obxous] the lictors (properly rod-dearers), who at- 
tended the Magistrates of the Colony. 

— Aéyorvres] This sudden change was perhaps occasioned by 
what they had heard of the Earthquake in the preceding night. 

87. ‘Pwpalovs] Romans by birth; cp. Acts xxii. 25—29. Some 
of his ancestors had obtained the “jus civitatis,”” by purchase, as 
Maximin. says on Acts xxiii. 29, rapéxorres Séceis dreypdgorro 
‘Pwpatot, cal Erpexev els rd yévos Td Byoua, ‘* Unde colligas ex 
opulent familia fuisse Paulum.” (Rosenm.) 

“‘ Lex Porcia (passed a.v c. 506) virgas ab omnium civium 
Romanorum corpore amovet.’’ Cicero pro Rabirio, c. 3, and In 
Verrem, v. 66, ‘ Facinus est vinciri civem Romanum, scelus ver- 
berari.”” Hence, as Cicero testifies (Verr. v. 57), ‘‘ illa vox et im- 
ploratio, ‘ Civis Romanus sum,’ multis in ultimis terris opem 
inter barbaros et salutem tulit.”” 

On St. Paul’s waiving his right of citizenship, and submitting 
to be beaten, see above, v. 22. 

— ob ydp] ‘non, utique.” On yap (= ye &pa) thus used, 
see Winer, § 53, p. 396, note. Klotz ad Devar. de particulis, ii. 
p. 242. (Hackett) The &pa serves to sum up the premises on 
which the assertion is made; the ye strengthens the assertion. 
Cp. on Luke xviii. 14, 4 yap éxetvos. 

40. xpds thy Avdlay] Cp. xxviii. 8, rpds by eiverddy. So 
xxi. 18, elovie: pds "IdewBoy. See also x. 3; xvii. 2. 

— €&7A00v) they went forth. It seems that St. Luke himself 
remained at Philippi. Cp. #A6o», xvii. 1. 

As to the reason of this arrangement, see note below on 
1 Theas. i. 7; iii. 6; and 2 Cor. viii. 18. Phil. iv. 3. 

It was St. Paul’s habit, when he had preached the Gospel in 
a City, to leave some behind him there to continue the work he 
had begun, See below on xx. 5. 


Cu. XVII. 1. d:08ebcarres] The road on which they travelled 
from Philippi to Thessalonica, was the Via Egnatia, the Greek 
continuation of the Via Appia, on which St. Paul afterwards 
travelled in his way from Puteoli to Rome. It is said by some 
to have been called Egnatia, from the town “ Gratia lymphis 
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iratis extructa,’’ mentioned in Horace’s journey from Rome to 
Brundisium (Sat. i. 5. 97), and bis last stage between Barium, 
“ Bari moenia piscosi’’ (v. 97), and Brundisium, the “ finés char- 
teeque viseque ” (v. 104). Cp. Howson, i. 372. 

It is more likely that both the town and the road derived 
their names from some person or persons of the Gens Egnatia, 
who were mainly instrumental in their construction. So the Via 
Appia—named from Appius Cascus. 

On the providential provision, in the great military Roman 
Roads, for the Propagation of Christianity, see below, xxviii. 15. 

— ’Apolrodis «.7.A.] For a description of the position and 
remains of these places, see Col. Leake’s Northern Greece, viz. on 

Amphipolis, formerly called évyéa 680), where Brasidas was 
killed, see Thucyd. v. 10. Leake, iii. 181. 

Apollonia, Leake, iii, 447. 

Beraaa, iii. 290. 

Philippi, iii. 189. 

Thessalonica, iii. 235. 

The distances on the Via Egnatia, as laid down in the 
Itineraries, are,— 

Philippi to Amphipolis thirty-three miles. 

Amphipolis to Apollonia thirty miles. 

Apollonia to Thessalonica thirty-seven miles (cp. Howson, 
i. 373). 

— Geccarovixny] Thessalonica; called the mother-city of all 
Macedonia in an Ancient Inscription in Vaick., p. 641; now Sa- 
loniki. Cp. Howson, i. 380, and note below on 1 Thess. i. 1. 

— } cvvaywyh} The Article 7 is not in A, B, D, and has 
been omitted by Lachmann, Bornemann. Bloomfield, Alford, and 
Tischendorf, in his last edition (p. 96), retain the article, which 
is in G, H, and the majority of cursive MSS. ; and, it seems, rightly. 

There appears to have been only a proseucha, and this out- 
side the gate (xvi. 13), at PAtlippi, a Roman Colony, where the 
Jews were an object of scorn and detestation. See on xvi. 20. 

But here at Thesealonica was a Synagogue; and it appears 
to have been the Synagogue of the district. 

Perhaps St. Paul passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, 
because there was no Synagogue there. In all cases he took care 
to offer the Gospel in the first instance to the Jews. See v. 2. 

2. xara Td eiwbds] as hie custom was,—he went into the 
Synagogue. Thue St. Luke speaks of St. Paul. The Apostle 
imitated the love of Christ, who,—as the same Evangelist says,— 
as His custom was, went into the Synagogue on the Sabbath day, 
Luke iv. 16. 

8. wapariOéuevos} alleging, ‘allegans’—in the sense of ad- 
ducing or citing passages and authorities (here, from Holy Scrip- 
ture) in proof of an argument. See Vaick. 

4. ceBoudveay ‘EXAfvwv} Proselytes. A, D, and some Cur- 
sives insert xal before ‘EAAfvwy, and so Valg. ‘gentilibusque.’ 
And this reading, approved by Paley and received by Lachmann, 
has much to commend it. 

The ceBéuervr are Proselytes (see xiii. 43. 50; xvi. 14; 
xvii. 17), a distinct class from the Heathens and Jews. And it 
appears that many Gentile idolaters, “EAAnves, were converted at 
Thessalonica. See 1 Thess. i. 9. 


5. (nAdcavres—zpocAaBézevo:] So A, B, E, and many Cur- 
sive MSS. and Versions.—D, G, H have not (jAdcarres. Elz. 
— dwe:Oovvres before ’lovdaio:, with D, and dre:Gourres is in 

3 eo 
— of "lov8ato1] the Jews. Cp. 1 Thess. ii. 14—16, for St. 
Paul’s account of the conduct of the Jews at Thessalonica. 

— dyopaley] ‘‘ sub-rostranorum ;” loiterers in the agora. 

6. woArrdpyas] Politarchs. See also v. 8, roy 5xAov, xal ros 
woAirdpyas. Another instance of St. Luke’s accuracy. The 
political condition of the two neighbouring cities, Thessalonica 
and Philippi, was very different. Philippi was a Roman Colony; 
Thessalonica a Greek free city, ‘urbs libera.’ There the Roman 
element was dominant; here the Greek prevails, 

Philippi was like a miniature of Rome in Greece. Its ma- 
gistrates and laws were Roman; and it was proud of its Roman 


ty. 

At Philippi, therefore, we hear of orparnyo!, Pretors (xvi. 
20. 22. 35, 36. 38), and JafSovxo, lictors (xvi. 35. 38). There 
Roman privileges are invoked (xvi. 21), and an attempt is made 
to excite the Roman hatred against Paul and Silas as Jews. See 
on xvi. 20. 

But at Thessalonica the soene is changed. Here we have a 
specimen of Greek liberty allowed to survive amid the conquered 
cities of Macedonia, now under the Roman yoke: an image of 
ancient Greek Independence. Every thing here is Greek. 

St. Luke marks the change by his language; avrots dyayeiv 
eis roy Sijpoy (v. 5), abrods Eoupoy els rods woAiTdpxas, an 
uncommon word, but happily we may still read it (in substance) 
on an ancient inscription at Philippi; a proof of the writer’s exact- 
ness. See Leake, p. 236, who observes, ‘‘The Magistrates are 
styled Politarche, as when St. Paul visited Thessalonica ninety- 
three years after the battle of Philippi.” 

The Inscription, which seems to be of the age of Vespasian, 
may be also seen in Boeckh (Sylloge Pars x. p. 53, No. 1967); 
who cites another from Philippi, MOAITAPXOYT MAPKOY, and 
adds, ‘‘ Manifesté fuerunt roArrdpxa: septem, ex quibus hoo loco 
princeps quasi separatim scriptus est.” Cp. Howson, i. 394—6. 

7. Kaloapos] of Casar; an intimation of what the Church 
would have to suffer from enemies charging her with disaffection 
and disloyalty to the ruling powers. See the replies to this accu- 
sation in the Christian Apologies; especially Tertullian’s eloquent 
vindication, Apol. § 29—35, and de Idol. § 13—15, and TheopAii. 
ad Autol. i. 11. 

On the bearing of this passage on one of the most impor- 
tant Prophecies of Holy Scripture, see note on 2 Thess. ii. 3 —13. 

9. rd ixavdy] the surety; ‘satisdatio’ (Giloss.). Cp. LXX, 
Lev. xxv. 26, day eipé6n 7d Ixavdy, Adrpa abrov (Grinfield). 

10. <fravy) This mention of the connexion of Silas with the 
Church of Thessalonica is confirmed by his association with 
St. Paul in the beginning of both the Epistles to the Thessalonians. 

From the similar association of Timotheus in those two 
Epistles, it is probable that he also was with St. Paul at Thessa- 
lonica as he was at Bercea (ev. 14, 15, and xviii. 5). See also 
1 Thess. iii. 1, where Tisnothy is mentioned as having been sent 
by St. Paul from Athens to as apacadta 
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It seems that Timothy was left behind at Thessalonica for a 
time, and joined Paul and Silas at Berea. 

— Bépoiay] Beraa; spelt thus (Bépoia) with s single p in the 
ancient coins of this period. Like Bepovlxn (Bernice), which is a 
Macedonian form of the word depevixn (Searing or gaining vic- 
tory), 80 Bepola was called from the name of its founder $épns. 
Steph. Byz. and Etymol. West. p. 561. It was intersected by 
the river Astreeus, and still retains its name. 

Ll. ebyevéorepo:] more noble. The obscure Berceans are de- 
clared by the Holy Spirit here to be more nodi/e than the wealthy 
Thessalonians. True nobility consists in being born of God, and 
in imitating His example and doing His Will. The Heathen had 
some eense of this. Jtvenal asks (Sat. viii. 1), ‘ Stemmata quid 
faciunt?”’ and (viii. 20), ‘‘ Nobilitas sola est atque unica Virtus.” 
And St. Luke here intimates that genuine Nobility is seen in 
studying the pedigree of our heavenly lineage, and the records of 
our spiritual inheritance, in the Word of God. This truth is in- 
troduced by the pronoun ofrives, which signifies ‘‘ guippe qui.’’ 
See on | Pet. ii. 11. 

It appears that these Bercean Christians were mainly of 
Jewish origin (see v. 10). Hence the contrast with those of 
Thessalonica is more striking; and this is one of the few in- 
stances where St. Paul was well received by his own people. 

— 7d xa jpépay] daily. See Luke xix. 47. 

14. ds dxf] even to the sea. 

There does not seem much reason in the interpretations 
adopted by some here, either that the Bercean brethren sent 
St. Paul forth— 

(1) with a feint only, or pretence, of going to the sea: 
for he did go by sea to Athens, in all probability; as no place is 
mentioned by St. Luke between Bercea and Athens. Or, 

(2) with a design to go to the sea; or in the direction of the 
sea. (Winer, § 66, p. 544.) 

It is not probable that the Bercean Christians sent Paul forth 
alone, and exposed him to the malice of the Jews from Thessalonica 
(v. 18). What St. Luke intends to say seems to be this: that, in 
their care for the Apostle, the Bercean brethren sent him forth on 
his journey even as far as to the sea; and so Valck. interprets it; 
that is, they conveyed him in safety, with an escort, to the coast. 
Thus they protected him, with some trouble and risk to them- 
selves. And afterwards, some who conducted him from Bercea, 
brought him in safety even as far as (ges) Athens. 

All this is mentioned as a fruit of the Christian spirit of the 
Church at Beroea; a happy result of their study of the Scriptures. 

Either, then, the true reading is that adopted by Lachmann, 
fas (the reading of A, B, E, and several cursives), or, what comes 
to the same thing, ds émi is to be rendered weque ad, ‘ even to ;’ 
and so it has been understood by the Syriac, Arabic, Athiopic, 
and Latin Versions. So Pausan. ii. 25, xaraBdyrwv 83 ds éw} 
OdAaccay. Xen. Cyr. viii. 3. 11, Weike réeppa ds ew) wévre 
orasiev. Zosim. i. 67, &s éx) ray ‘Phrov. Laért. viii. 69, 
G&devxdva: &s dw) thy Alryny. Diod. Sic. p. 423, a, roy 
vatapxoy pera Séxa Tpifpeov dwdoreiAe, KeAeboas xara rdxos 
AdOpa wAciv &s €xl Zupaxovolovs. See Wetstein, Valck., Kuin. 
If this is the true interpretation, then éfardore:Aay is to be 
joined with ds ¢x) rh» OdAaccay, they sent him forth, or escoried 
him, even duwn (to the sea. 


16, xarelSwAov] full of idole (Syriac), as a place full of trees 
is called xardSevdpos, so as to be overgrown by them. Athens 
was wéAis Gear, a city of gods, as appears from the description of 
its temples, altars, &c., in the Attica of Pausanias, who visited it 
in the age of the Antonines. See Leake’s Athens, pp. ] —35, and 
the present Editor’s Athens and Attica, ch. xi. 

Athens, the most intelligent and literary city of Greece, was 
‘given to idolatry.” Idolatry, therefore, may flourish side by 
side with Literature and Science. They have not delivered the 
world from creature-worship; ¢éhaé could only be done by 
Christianity. 

17. év r7-cvvayoyfi] in the Synagogue. St. Paul still continues 
to offer the Gospel in the first instance to the Jews, although they 
had endeavoured to kill him at Thessalonica, and had persecuted 
him to Bercea. No evil treatment from them was able to exhaust 
his patience, or abate his love to them, or to weary him in his 
efforts for their salvation. See above, xvii. 1. A salutary lesson 
of charity toward those who dissent from the truth. 

— dy ri &yopG)] in the Agora. On the South of the Acro- 
polis, and to the South-east of the Areopagus. See ‘‘ Athens and 
Attica,’”’ ch. xxii. As he was disputing in the Agora, he was 
led up to the Areopagus (v. 19), a low limestone hill, a little 
above it. 

18. reves 82 nal ray "Exicovpelwy nal ray Erwixay] bul certain 
of both the Epicureans and the Stoice. For a summary of 
the points, physical, ethical, and theological, in which St. Paul’s 
teaching would come in contact with the tenets of these sects, see 
S. Aug. Serm. 150, and c. Academ. iii. 10, and two Treatises 
c. Epicureos et Stoicos; and S. Athanas., de Incarn. 2, p. 39; and 
Bentley’s Second Boyle Lecture, Works, iii. pp. 27—34, where 
St. Paul’s speech before the Areopagus (vv. 22—32) is illustrated 
and explained by reference to their opinions. See also, particularly, 


| Bp. Pearson's recently-discovered Concio on this subject (ed. 


Churton, ii. pp. 56—63) who observes : 

‘As to the Epicureans, they allowed that the World was 
made (i.e. had not existed from eternity); but maintained that it 
came together by chance, and that the Deity took no part in its 
administration ;’’ and so, as Tertullian says (Apol. 47), ‘‘ Deam 
nobis exhibent otiosum et inexercitum, et, ut ita dixerim, nemi- 
nem humanis rebue.” 

Besides, they subverted the foundations on which Chris- 
tianity rests, by denying the Jmmortality of the Soul. Thus Epi- 
curus says, ‘death is nothing to us”’ (Cicero, de Finibus, ii. 31) ; 
and “nihil esse post mortem, Epicuri echola est’ (Teriuliian, de 
Resurr. Carnis, in initio). 

They undermined the groundwork of the Gospel also, by 
affirming that man is capable of no felicity but of health of body 
and tranquillity of mind. 

As to the Sloics; their name was from the trod roxlAn, 
the “ braccatis illita Medis Porticus’’ (Persius, iii. 53), the arcade 
or corridor painted (sou/An) with frescoes of the battle of Mara- 
thon, in which Zeno taught. They were Panthersts. As Tertullian 
expresses it (adv. Hermog. 44, ad Nationes, ii. 4), they taught 
that the Deity pervades the matter of the world, as honey fills 
the comb of a hive. To them the world was God. Thus they 
undermined the doctrine of Providence, of personal Responsibility, 
and of a Judgment to come. In their system of Ethics all sins 
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were equal; or, rather, in their doctrine of fatalism, no sins at all. 
Their ‘‘ wise man,’’ who was all-sufficient in himself (adrapxis), 
and equal to the Jove of the people, had no passions; which, as 
S. Jerome observes (Ep. ad Ctesipb. 133), is ‘‘ hominem ex ho- 
mine tollere.” Cp. Bp. Pearson, l. c. 

Tertullian (de Animé 3) sums up the Ethical system of 
both in two words, ‘‘ Zenonis vigor (ought not we to read rigor 7) 
et Epicuri stapor.’’ 

S. Aug. says (Serm. 150), “ Dic, Epicuree, quee res faciat 
beataum? Responde. Voluptas corporis. Dic, Séoice. Virtus 
Animi. Dic, Chrietiane. Donum Dei.” 

‘‘ Hee est doctrina Christianorum, incomparabiliter pre- 
ferenda immunditie Epicureorum, et superbise Stoicorum.”’ (Ben- 

el. 
' It is observable, that no mention is here made of the Peri- 
patetics, Academics, or Platonists, whose doctrines were not s0 
much opposed to Christianity as those of the Stoics and Epi- 
cureans. Indeed, they may be said to have in some degree 
prepared the better part of the world for the reception of the 
Gospel. 

= vl a» Oéd01] “ What can hie meaning be,—if he has any 
meaning at all ?’’ 

— db rweppoddyos] oweppoddyos, properly a small bird with a 
shrill note, that flutters and hops hither and thither, picking up 
seeds (owdpyara A¢ywy), particularly after the plough. (Cyril.) 
Vid. Aristoph. Avv. 232, and the Scholiast, owepporAdywv Byona 

‘bpvéwv, & dx rou dpérrew Ta owdpuara, nal érbiew odtws dvoud- 
a@noay. Hence beggars who wandered up and down the Agora, 
and picked up their food as they could, were called oweppoAd-yoi. 

Eustath. ad Hom. Odys. e’. v. 241, oweppordyos el80s dorly 
dpydou AwBdpevoy 14 owdppara, CF ov of "A@nvaios oweppodrdyous 
éxddAour ros wep) eurdpia wal dyopas SiarplBovras 31a rd dva- 
Adyer Oa Ta dx Trav poprley dwopsdowra, wal Bialjv ex robrer. 
Hence any mean person was 80 Harpocrat. 5 ebredhs 
xal ebxarappdéynros &vOpwros. Philo, de Leg. ad Cai. p. 1021, 6, 
xpnoduevos—'EAlxwvi—SotrAw oweppordyp mepirpluyari. And 
the word was applied to parasites who lived by flattering others. 
Harpocrat. nal lows &xd tay &AAoTplow B:alov. On account 
of the shrill noise of those birds which pick up seeds here and 
there, a garrulous person was so called. Suidas, ereppodrdyor, 
evpvAdyov, dxpitduvOov. Hesych., oreppordyos, prtapos. (Kuin.) 

S. Augustine, Sermon. 150, gives another interpretation of 
oweppordyos (quasi owelpev Adyous), ‘seminator verborum.’ And 
so Vulg. ‘seminiverbius.’ “ Ille (sc. Paulus) reverd,” says Aug., 
‘‘ seminalor verborum, sed messor morum ; et nos tantuli in agro 
Dei seminamus, et uberem messem de vestris moribus expecta- 
mus.” 

The inquisitive Athenians (e. 21) restlessly roving about, 
and picking up news in the agora, and described as such even by 
their own Orator in a better age (Demosth. Phil. i. p. 43), might 
well be called owepporAdyo:; and yet they call the Apostle St. Paul 
a oxepuoddéyos. Such in their eyes was the Apostle who was 
sowing the Divine Seed of the Word in the furrows of the Field 
of the World, and who will stand foremost at the Great Day of 
Harvest, and “bring his sheaves with him.” So different are 
the opinions of men and the judgment of God! 

— téveor Sa:povley] of strange deities, as Socrates before him. 
The plural for the singular, as in ». 28. Cp. Benfley here. See 
on Matt. ii. 20. 

— thy dydoracw] the resurrection of the Body. They did 
not deny the Immortality of the Soul. See on 1 Cor. xv. 12. 

19. dx) roy “Apesov wdyov Hyayor] they lead him to the Areo- 
pogue. A fulfilment of Christ’s prophecy, ‘“‘ They will deliver 
you up to Councils.” Matt. x.17. Mark xiii. 9. Luke xxi. 12. 
S. Chrysostom and others say, that they brought St. Paul up to 
the Areopague, in order that they might terrify him (els “Apesoy 
wdyov abrhy elAxoy ds xatawAhtovres), because there was 
the Judicial Tribunal of capital offences, @ovsal Sixa:, especially 
in suits for bringing in strange deilies, Edveev Saipovley eloayoryh, 
and other causes of Religion. 

This opinion has been controverted; and it has been said, 


that St. Paul was not brought before the Areopagus for any such 

| forensic purpose. There seems, however, to be good ground for 
S. Chrysostom’s remark, which is adopted, among others, by 
Bengel, ‘ Paulum eo tanquam reum duxere.”’ 

The Areopagus—a low hill raised above the bustle of the 
Agora—was a favourable spot for hearing a reply to the questions 
put to him by the Athenians. But there seems to be something 
more implied by St. Luke in the words (v. 19), érsAaBdpuevor 
avrov ér) roy “Apesoy xdyoy Hyayoy. 

It has, indeed, been said (by Grofius and Meyer), that éwi- 
AaBéuevor means only a gentle act of leading aside; and so it 
sometimes does, as in ix. 27. But in other places it intimates 
something more; see xvi. 19; xviii. 17; xxi. 30. 

The Athenians are called 8e:c:8a:pordorepa: (vo. 22); their 
City was given up to idolatry (v.16). It is therefore not im- 
probable that St. Paul was brought to the Areopagus, as a setler 
Jorth of stranye gods, by some of that large number of persons 
in that city whose livelihood depended on the maintenance of 
Idolatry. See the operation of this cause at Ephesus, xix. 24— 
28, and at Philippi, xvi. 19, where the same word is used, éwi- 
AaBdpevor elaxvoay éxi rods Epxovras. Cp. note there. 

It is true that St. Luke does not expressly say that he was 
put on his trial there. The process may have been only a pre- 
paratory inquiry, an dydxpiots. They who laid hands on him, may 
have intended to frighten the Apostle (as Chrysostom supposes) 
by the judicial associations of the place, and to drive him out of 
the city. Something of this kind seems to have been designed by 
his delation to the Areopagus, whose name was expressive of ju- 
dicial inquisition in religious matters, as was exemplified in the 
history of Socrates (Xenophon, Mem. i. 1). And the words 
orabels 5 MadAos ev pdow tov ’Apelov xd-you tpn, “Avdpes *AOn- 
vatos denote a public Apology rather than a private discussion. 
The mention also of St. Paul’s convert Dionysius, in ». 34, by his 
oficial title, the Areopagile, seems to corroborate this opinion. 
And, lastly, the noble peroration concerning a future Universal 
Judgment (v. 31), would come with special force, if uttered before 
the highest Judicial Tribunal, in the most philosophical City of 
the Ancient World. See also v. 32. 

It is perfectly true—nor is it inconsistent with the opinion 
just stated in reference to sume of his hearers—that in the treat- 
ment St. Paul received at Athens, there is also a tone of sceptical 
indifference and supercilious irony, rather than of violence. Her 
Philosophers were not earnest in the search of truth. With them 
Religion was a matter for disputation in the Schools, rather than 
for moral practice in daily life. . 

20. tevt(ovra] surprising, strange. See 1 Pet. iv. 4. 

21. edxalpouy) ‘ vacabant ;’ had leisure for. An Hellenistic word, 
not Attic. ‘ Moeris p. 145, ebxaipeiy obSels elpnxe TH” waAaiay. 
Phrynichus p. 50, ebxapety ob Aextrdov, BAA’ €6 oKOATS Exe. 
Thom. Mag. cxodrhy kyw, wal eb cyorns Exw, ob cxorAd{w> rd 
Ok i ndyrn &3éxiuov. Cp. Etym. M. p. 740. 50. Syld.” 
Kuin. 

— xawérepoy] more new than the last news. ‘“ Nova statim 
sordebant, noviora querebantur.” (Bengel.) The comparative 
expresses an appetite never satisfied, but ever craving something 
more, even when it has just been fed. Cp. Theophrast. Char. viii. 
ph Adyeral ti xatyérepoy; The news-loving temper.of the 
Athenians is noted by Demosth. Phil. i. 43, BodAcoOe, cixé 
prot, hails abtay xuvOdverOu xara Thy dyopay, A€yeral 71 
katvdy; 

22. crafels 8 5 MavAos] And Paul being stationed in the 
midst of the Areopagus said. He was standing in the midst of the 
Areopagus, and in the heart of the city of Athens. Cp. ‘‘ Athens 
and Attica,”’ ch. xi. 

Sixteen stone steps cut in the rock, at its south-east angle, 
lead up to the hill of the Areopagus from the valley of the Agora, 
which lies between it and the Pnyx. Immediately above the 
steps, on the level of the hill, is a bench of stone excavated in 
the limestone rock, forming three sides of a quadrangle. There 
the Areopagites sat as judges, on s rocky hill in the open air. 
On this hill are now the ruins of a small church dedicated to 
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S. Dionysius the Areopagite, and commemorating his conversion 
by St. Paul. The Apostle was brought, perhaps, hy these steps 
of rock, which are the natural access to the summit, from the 
Agora below, in which he had been conversing, to give an account 
of the doctrines which he preached. Here, placed as he was in 
the centre of this platform in the very heart of Athens, with its 
statues and altars, and temples of deities around him, he might 
well say that the city was crowded with idols. 

The Temple of Eumenides was immediately below him : 
behind him, if he looked eastward, was the Temple of Theseus; 
and he beheld the Propyleea of the Acropolis facing him, and the 
Parthenon upon the Acropolis fronting him from above. The 
Temple of Victory was on his right, and a countless multitude of 
temples and altars in the Agora and Ceramicus below him. 
Above him, towering over the City from its pedestal on the rock 
of the Acropolis,—as the Borromean Colossus, which at this day 
with outstretched hand gives its benediction to the low village of 
Arona, or as the brazen statue of the armed Angel, which from 
the summit of the Castel S. Angelo spreads its wings over the 
city of Rome,—was the bronze Colossus of Minerva, armed with 
spear, shield, and helmet, the Champion of Athens. Standing 
almost beneath its shade, the courageous Apostle pronounced, 
that the Deity is not fo be likened to that, the work of Phidias, 
or to other forme in “ gold, silver, or stone, graven by art and 
man’s device,’’ which peopled the scene before him, and that in 
temples made with hands the Deity doth not dwell. 

The remark which has been made by Dr. Bentley, on the 
skilful adaptation of St. Paul’s oration to the audience which he 
was addressing, is equally applicable to the place in which he 
was addressing them. Nothing could present a grander, and, if 
we may so speak, a more picturesque illustration of his subject, 
than the temples, statues, altars, and other objects by which he 
was surrounded. 

This Speech contains a statement of the Unify of the God- 
head (v. 23), against Polytheism ; of the creation of all things by 
Him, against the Epicurean theory of a fortuitous concourse of 
atoms; of its Government by Him, against the Stoical doctrine of 
Fate, and the Epicurean notion of Indifference (vv. 23, 24); of 
the divine Omnipresence, and of the airdpxe:a of the One Great 
First Cause (v. 25), in opposition to the popular theology; of 
the origin of all Nations from one blood, against the Athenian 
conceit of their own dignity as a’réyGoves; of the spirituality of 
the Godhead, in opposition to Idolatry (v. 29); of the witness to 
God’s existence, and other attributes, in Man’s Conscience and in 
Human Nature, and in the Visible World (v. 29). It concludes 
with a reply to the objection that these are new doctrines (v. 30), 
and with a statement of the doctrine of human accountability and 
Universal Judgment to come, by One whom God has appointed ; 
. ns He has given a pledge by His Resurrection from the 

ead. 

He does not once mention Jesus Chriet by name. Compare 
St. Stephen’s conduct in this respect before the Jewish Sanhe- 
drim*(see the commencement of note on ch. vii. and on vii. 45). 
In both cases there is the reverence of silence; they would not 
provoke blasphemy against that Holy Name. 

St. Paul’s Speech at Athens—both in what he does say, and 
in what he does nof say—is a Model and Pattern to all Chris- 
tian Missionaries for their Addresses to the Heathen World. Cp. 
on v. 23. 

— ws 8e:cSapoverrdpous}] as more fearful of the gods; not 
said in censure: ob3t» Bap Aéyor (Chrys.). Cp. the words of 
(Edipus in Sophocles (Cd. C. 260), ras ’A@hvas gacl Oeoce- 
Beordras elvas. 

The sense is,—I for my part regard you as more fearful of 
the gods than the rest of the world. Cp. Winer, § 35, p. 218, 
and Baumg. ii. p. 157. 

The word 6ewp& appears to be studiously repeated (see vv. 16. 
22). This is the light in which I regard you. This is my theory 
concerning you. You charge me with introducing new Deities 
(w. 18). I will show that you yourselves are not satistied with 
what you have, and that you are affected with a mysterious craving 
for something more. 

He represents their feeling toward their deities as one of 
servile fear; and he will deliver them from its vague alarms, and 
teach them a religion of filial love. 

The sense in which the Athenians, to whom he spoke, used 
the word Se:o:8alueov, fimidus Deorum, is evident from the Chap- 
ter of Theophrastus (Charact. Eth. xvi.) on that subject. The 
character of Nicias, as drawn by Thucydides (vii. 50. 77. 86), 


presents a striking specimen of Athenian Se:c:8aiovla. And the 
verses of the great Poet of one of the Sects, the Epicurean, with 
which St. Psul had to contend at Athens, display a graphic view 
of his position at Athens in taking up arms against the Heathen 
Theology, and an appropriate comment on his worda: 


‘¢ Humana ante oculos foedé cam vita jaceret 
In terris, oppressa gravi sub Religione, 
Quz caput a coeli regionibus ostendebat, 
Horribili super aspecta mortalibus instans.’”’ 


And again, 
— “ Sepius illa 
Religio peperit scelerosa atque impia facta.” 
Lucret. i. 64—102. 


The victory over this awful Religio—a victory which Lucre- 
tius claims for his “‘ Graius homo,” Epicurus, is indeed specially 
due to St. Paul. Cp. Aug. de Civ. Dei iv. 30, ‘‘Agamus Deo 
gratias, qui has superstitiones per altissimam Christi humilitatem, 
per Apostolorum pradicationem, liber4 suoram servituée sub- 
vertit.’’ 

23. rd ceBdopara] your objects of worship, temples, altars, 
&c., used in this sense in the Greek Version in Wisd. xiv. 20; 
xv. 17. Bel and the Dragon 27. (Kuin.) Cp. 2 Thess. ii. 4. 


— edpov nal] I met with an alter also, inscribed to the Un- 
known God. 

— Bwydy] analtar, An example to Christian Preachers and 
Missionaries, that they should adapt their addresses to the cir- 
cumstances of their audience, and commence with things in which 
they agree with them, and endeavour to persuade their hearers by 
means of things which they acknowledge; and so lead them on 
to accept the truth as it is in Christ. 

In the Jewish Synagogues, the Apostle always preached 
from the Law and the Prophets there read. But in the heathen 
City, he takes his text from their Alfar, and confirms it from their 
Poets. To those who were under the Levitical Law, “he was as 
under the Law, that he might gain them that were under the 
Law; and to them that were without the Law, he became as 
without the Law, that he might gain them that were without the 
Law ;” and, so far as was consistent with his obedience to Christ, 
he became “all things to all men, that he might by all means 
save some.”’ See | Cor. ix. 20. 22. 

He thus brought every thing into subjection to Christ; and 
often, as here, he overcame Satan by his own weapons; dd 
tay Sriwy Trav wodeuley abrovs éxeipdaato. See Ammonius in 
Caten. p. 352. 

Cp. Chrys. here, and Jerome, Epist. ad Magnum, “ Ductor 
Christiani exercitfis, Paulus, et orator invictus, pro Christo causam 
agens, ipsam inscriptionem fortuitam arte (are ?) torquet in argu- 
mentum fidei.”’ 

— ’ATNOATOA: @EX:] to the unknown God. In short public 
formulas, like Inscriptions on altars, &c., the definile article is 
often omitted. Cp. Znvbds *OAupriov, —’ArdArAwm TvOly, — 
"AOnyg MoAcdd: «.7.A. And therefore ’Ayvéory eg is not to be 
rendered to an unknown God, but ‘‘ to the unknown God.” 

It would seein that the same Divine Power which had guided 
Pilate’s hand when he wrote the inscription on the Cross, “ Jesus 
of Nazareth, King of the Jews,’’ directed those, unconscious 
though they were, who traced this title on the Altar. I¢ is uot 
to be supposed, that St. Paul alludes only to the more general 
inscription *"Ayvécrots Geois, engraven on some altars in the har- 
hour and city of Athens (Pausan. Attic. i. 1. Philost. Vit. 
Apollon. vi. 3. Col. Leake’s Athens, p. 306). 

The title "Ayvdéoros Gcois, to unknown Gods (in the plural), 
was indeed of some use to his argument, as it implied a con- 
fession from Athenians themselves that there were Beings—and 
therefore a Being—unknown to them, and yet entitled to divine 
worship. 

But to suppose that he argued from such an inscription as 
that, and from nothing more, would be tantamount to a suppo- 
sition that in preaching the One God, he argued from a profession 
of Polytheism. 

No one—least of all, St. Paul—would have hazarded an ill- 
grounded assertion before an assembly of critical Athenians. And 
the conversion of Dionysius, a Judge of the Court of the Areo- 
pagus, by St. Paul’s pleading, is a sufficient proof that the allega- 
tions, on which it was grounded, were true. 

Hence Clem. Alex. (Strom. i. 9) and S. Aug. (c. Crescon. 
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i. 29) affirm that the Athenians worshipped one God, although 
unknown. 

There was doubtless an altar at Athene declaratory of the 
Unity of the Godhead. There was an altar inscribed "Ayvdory 
@cq@, to the unknown God. Such an inscription would have been 
suggested by the natural cravings of the heart for something 
more pure and rational than the unholy and unsatisfying vanities 
of Gentile Polytheism. 

This craving had been expressed by heathen Poets, e. g. by 
Aratus, whom St. Paul quotes (v. 28). 

And (as Chrys. and Cicumenius, and others state) the 
occurrence of public calamities, such as the great Plague at 
Athens in the 40th Olympiad, suggested to the Athenians that 
there might be some other god whom they had offended, and 
who could and would give them that aid which they had sought 
in vain from their many gods of wood and stone. As Col. Leake 
has observed (p. 306), “‘ Diogenes Laertius (in Epimenid. lib. i. 
sect. 10) informs us that Epimenides himself came to Athens 
to establish this worship, and that he sacrificed upon the Areo- 
pagus.” 

Laertius does not indeed speak of the “Ayyworos @eds, but 
he says Tg xpoohxorr: @eg, in the singular number; and his 
name would hace been specified, if it had been known. “It is 
probable, therefore (says Leake), that an altar "AyydoTy Oc¢ 
continued to stand upon the Areopagus from that time until it 
became the occasion of St. Paul’s address to the Athenians.” If 
the altar was visible, as perhaps it was, the appeal would have 
been much more cogent and striking. 

The words of the interlocutor in the dialogue of Philopatris, 
ascribed by some to Lucian (iii. 708, but see Gieseler, § 40), 
wh roy Eyvacroy dv AGhvas, and Td» dv "Abhvas byrworoy 
dpevpdvres .. . robre ebxapiorhowper, though designed perhaps 
as a sneer on St. Paul’s epeech at Athens, and so proving its dis- 
semihation in the Gentile world, are far from casting any doubt 
on the Apostle’s assertion; they rather confirm his statement of 
the fact: though they do not concede his inference from it. 

— 8 dyvooivres eboeBeire] ‘ nomen guod ignorantes bené co- 
lifie, ego declaro vobis; Deus Qui” &c. The reading § and roto 
restored from the oldest MSS. by recent Editors, is more con- 
sistent with the ment than $y» and rovroy. Cp. John iv. 22, 
ipets wpooxuveire 9 ob of8are. 

There seems a contrast between eboeBerre here and SeiciBai- 
povia v. 22. 

— xnarayyéAAw] An answer to xarayyeAeds v. 18. 

24. ob—xaromei] doth not dwell; is not locally confined to 
them as to a dwelling-place (Acts vii. 48), even though it be as 
magnificent as the Parthenon and the Temple of Theseus. 

This assertion, and others like it, of God’s Omnipresence, 
was abused by the adversaries of Christianity into a charge 
against the Christians that they Aad no Temples. Ceisus, ap. 
Origen, c. Cels. viii. p. 389. Minuc. Feliz, 10, ‘‘ nullas aras ha- 
bent, templa nulla.’”’ But this was an erroneous allegation. See 


Tertullian, de Idol. 7, and Mede’s Essay on Churches, i.e. “ap- 
propriate places for Christian Worship both in, and ever since the 
Apostles’ times,”” Works, pp. 319—385. 

25. abrés] He Himseif—and no one else. Cp. Matt. i. 21. 
Since He is the sole source of all life to all, He cannot be in need 
4 wel thing from any. His essence is like that described by the 

oet,— 

‘¢ Jpsa suis pollens opibus, nihil indiga nostri.” 


27. roy Kipiov] their Lord. See v. 24. 

— el bpa ye ynAaghoeay abrdév] if haply at least (as might 
be expected) they would feel for Him—as men purblind, feeling 
and groping for the light. See on Heb. xii. 18; cp. Aristoph. 
Pax 691, éynAadauer dy oxdry 1a xpd-ypata. 

238. tiwts—woinray] certain of your poets. Aratus, of Cilicia, 
St. Paul’s own country (Grotius), and perhaps of Tarsus, St. 
Paul’s own city. (Fadric. Bibl. Gr. iv. p. 87.) The same words 
are also in Cleanthes, of Lycia. Hymn. Jov. 5. 

St. Paul connects all Greek poetry with Athens, “the eye of 
Greece ;”’? and by quoting Aratus he connects his audience with 
himself. Cp. Jerome in Ep. ad Titum (vol. iv. p. 419). 

29. Aly] stone : even though it be of marble from your cele- 
brated quarries of Mount Pentelicus. From the abundance of 
marble at Athens, it was called Al@os, stone. 

— xapdypar:] gravure: even though, like your chrysele- 
area Minerva of the Acropolis, it be from the hands of a 

idias. 

30. dwepiddév] overlooking : without inflicting punishment. 
Cp. xiv. 16. Rom. iii. 25. And in this sense it is used by LXX 
in Deut. xxii. 1. 3, 4. 

82. dvdoracw] resurrection, i.e. of the body. See Bentley, 
Serm. ii. p. 32. 

Here St. Paul opposes all schools of Gentile Ethics. “Ut 
carnis restitutio negetur, de und omnium philosophorum schola 
sumitur.’’ (Tertullian, Preescr. 7.) 

88. nal oftws 6 MavaAos ef7AGev] And so Paul went away 
Jrom them. They deferred the re-hearing of the cause to a more 
convenient season, and so he departed. He departed from Athens, 
never, a8 far as we know, to revisit it. ‘‘ Nusquam Paulus minore 
cum fructu quam Athenis docuit.”” (Bu/linger.) 

A solemn warning to all, who, gifted with intellectual ad- 
vantages, spend their time in speculation, and prefer novelty 
to truth. Specially a warning to all such persons as seek for 
novelties in Religion, and in the Exposition of Scripture. The 
Spirit who dwelt in St. Paul may visit them for a time; but, if He 
be not reverently entertained, He will depart from them—perhaps 
for ever. 

$4. Aiovicios] Dionysius, afterwards the first Bishop of 
Athens, according to Dionysius, the Corinthian Bishop of the same 
name. Euseb. iii. 4; iv. 23. Cp. Bingham, ii. 1. 4. 

There is now a Church dedicated to him on the Areopagus. 
S. Chrys. de Sacerdot. (iv. p. 189, Hughes) says that the Da- 
maris here mentioned was his wife. 
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ACTS XVIII. 1—®. 


XVIII. |} Mera 8€ ratra ywpicbeis 6 Havdos éx trav *Abnvav #d\Oe eis 


a Rom. 16. 3. 
1 Cor. 16. 19. 
2 Tia. 4. ly. 
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b ch. 20. 34. 
I Cor. 4. 12. 
2 Cor. 1}. 9. 
& 12. 13. 

1 Thess. 2. 9. 
2 Thess. S. 8. 


mpoondOev avrots 


°E)Anvas. 


ech. 17. 14, 15. 
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ero: Hoav yap oKnvortovot TH TEXVD. | 
A a A > 
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5<'As 8€ xarndGov ard THs Maxedovias 6 Te Sirtas cal 6 Tidbeos, ovv- 


eiyeTo TH Adyw 6 Tladdos, Siapaptupdpevos Tots Iovdaious Tov Xprorov "Inaovy. 





The works attributed to him by some belong probably to 
another Dionysius of the fourth century. See Bp. Pearson, 
Vindic. Ign. cap. x. pp. 249—264, ed. Churfon. 


Ca. XVIII. 1. KépivOov] Corinth. “ Achaie caput” (Florus, 
ii. 69); ‘“totius Greecie lumen’’ (Cicero, pro lege Manil. 6) ; 
‘‘excisam quidem & Mummio, sed cum tempore reflorescentem.’’ 
(Grot.) The following summary is from Kuin. 

‘* Portus habebat duo, ad navium stationes aptissimos, alte- 
rum occidentalem, Lecheum. versus Italiam, alterum orientalem, 
Cenchreensem (v. 18), versus regiones Asiaticas, v. Strabo lib. 
viii. p. 261, Pauwsan. Achaic. c. 16. Celebrabantur ibi, conventu 
totius Grecie (Curt. iv. 5) udi Isthmici, ultra Hadriani tempora, 
v. Pausan. Corinth. c. 1. 2. Bello Achaico & Lucio Mummio 
dirutam Flor. ii. 16. Plin. H. N. xxxiv. 2; xxxv. 5, centum annos 
post Julius Ceesar, deductis illuc libertinis quam plurimis, resti- 
tuit ; et brevi tempore pristinum esplendorem recuperavit, ita ut, 
propter civium opulentissimorum copiam, et artium studium, inter 
reliquas Greecie civitates principatum teneret. Quam in rem 
luculentissima extant scriptorum veterum testimonia, nominatim 
Strabonis, qui lib. viii. p. 263 scribit: 7 wer ody wéAts Tay 
Kopiw6lov peyddn te kal wAovola Siaxavrds iwiptev, avBpay re 
nowdpncey dyabay els te Ta woAiTicd Kal els Tas rTéxvas ras 
Snucoupyinds.”” 

On its present condition, see Col. Leake’s Morea, iii. 228— 
237 and 322. Howson, chap. xii. 

2. "AxdAay] Aguilam: probably a name adopted for com- 
mercial intercourse with the Romans; and the same as Onkelos. 

Valek.) 
— Tovrixdy] of Pontus. Seo ii. 9. 1 Pet. i. 1. 

— KAav3:ov—'lov8alous—‘Péuns] ‘Claudius Judeeos, impul- 
sore Chresto assidué tumultuantes, RomA expulit” (Suefon. 
Claud. 25). Cp. Bede, who says that it is uncertain whether the 
Christians were not confounded with Jews in that edict of Clau- 
dius, by which he banished the Jews from Rome. Lardner, 
Credib. i. 11.3. Burton, 184. Howson, i. 454. Gieseler, § 28. 
It is probable that the Jews of Rome, as at Thessalonica and 
other great cities, had been stirred up against the Christians. 

A happy exile for Aquila. Banishment by Czsesar from 
Rome brought him to Christ and the Church. He is afterwards 
at Ephesus (v. 19. 1 Cor. xvi. 19), and returns to Rome tes 
xvi. 3), and at Ephesus again (2 Tim. iv. 19). His wife 
or Priscilla, is always mentioned with him (see on v. 18); and 
probably they carried with them, wherever they went, the spi- 
ritual benefits they derived from their fellowship with St. Paul. 
Thus evil may be overruled for good; and exile from an earthly 
city may be the means of bringing many to heaven. 

8. axnvorotol] tent-makers. To which St. Paul himself refers, 
Acts xx. 34. 1 Cor. iv. 12. 2 Cor. xi. 9; xii. 13. 1 Thess. ii. 
%. 2 Thess. iii. 8. The word oxnvoroioi is best rendered “ opi- 
fices tentoriorum ex corio, in usum viatorum.” As Chrys. ex- 
plains it, éw) onnvoppadpelou éorads 3épuara Upsarre, and as Arator 
says (p. 206), 


—— “tentoria quippe 
Fortia mobilibus fabricabat in aggere tectis ; 
Longits hec abiens peregrinus ubique viator 
Erigit, atque hiemes solesque his pellibus arcet.”’ 


Some have supposed that St. Paul had learnt the art of tent- 
making in his own country Cilicia, celebrated for its cilicium, or 
goats’-hair, of which tents were made; and others, that he had 
practised it among the oxnvira: in Arabia (Gal. i. 17). 

The supposition that these sen/s were made from the cilicium, 
or goats’-hair, of St. Paul’s native country Cilicia, does not seem 
to rest on any gond foundation (cp. Meyer). 

There was nothing discreditable, in the eyes of a Jew, in 
manual labour. ‘ Mos erat etiam doctissimis Judsorum opifi- 


cium aliquod discere.” See Schoetigen. p. 472, and Rosenm. 
here, and Biseoe, p. 273. 

Hence St. Paul is called “‘ pelliam sutor” by Origen (hom. 
17 in Num.). 

May we not add, in reference to Christ Himeelf, that Ipse 
Orbis terrarum Opifex, sacrosanctis Suis manibus fabri artem ex- 
ercebat (Matt. xiii. 55. Mark vi. 3). Sic et Apostolorum prima- 
rius, qui in Ecclesie tabernaculo pangendo plus omnibus laborabat 
(1 Cor. xv. 10), tentoriis factitandis victum queritabat: et a 
terrenorum tentoriorum sutura (cp. Origen, hom. 17 in Num.) 
ad eeterna habitanda vocatas est? Hence Arator says (p. 207), 


‘¢ ___ habitacula Paulus 
Dum terrena levat, docet ut coelestia condat, 
Factaque spe manu nunc construit atria verbo.” 


This was indeed a consecration of human labour. As Chrys. 
observes here, “ St. Paul, after working miracles, stood in his 
workshop at Corinth, and stitched hides of leather together with 
his bands; and the Angels regarded him with love, and the Devils 
with fear.” 

St. Paul, it would seem, from his free-birth at Tarsus (cp. 
xvi. 37), and from his education under Gamaliel at Jerusalem 
(see xxii. 3), was of an opulent family; and it is probable that at 
his conversion he incurred a loss of estate, as well as of friends, 
so that he was obliged to provide for his necessities by the work 
of his own hands. Acts xx. 34. 

But he thought all things oxéSada that he might win Christ, 
for whom he suffered the loss of all things (Phil. iii. 8). 

It was not honourable to the Corinthians, that the Apostle 
was obliged to provide a maintenance for himself by manual 
labour. And their ‘lack of service” to him is contrasted 

see v. 5) with the thoughtful liberality of the Macedonian 
hurches. 

But that lack of service on their part gave him an occasion 
for showing that he did not preach for an earthly reward; and 
also for stating the claim of Christ’s Ministers to a competent 
maintenance with greater force, because no one could allege that 
in so doing he was pleading for himself. See 1 Cor. ix. 7. 11, 12. 
18. 2 Cor. xi. 7. 

4. “EAAnvas] A remarkable passage, as showing that the word 
“EAAnves is sometimes used in the Acts for Greek-speaking Jewy 
and proselyles. Here Hellenes are attendants on the synagogue- 
worship (as in xiv. 1; xvii. 4). When the Jews, whom St. Paul 
addresses (see v. 5), had rejected the Gospel, then,—but not till 
then,—did he say that he would go to the Gentiles (v. 6), eis 7a 
¢Oy7. See above, xi. 20. 

5. xarjAGoy dxd rijs Maxedovlas 8 re Zidas wal d TiysdGeos] As 
Dr. Paley observes, St. Paul had sent for them to come to him 
from Macedonia fo Athens (xvii. 15, 16). And St. Paul says 
(1 Thess. iii. 1), “‘ We thought good to be left at Athens alone, 
and sent Timotheus our brother to establish you.” Thus the 
Epistle implies what is said in the History, and supplies what is 
not said; and vice versd. 

Timothy, it seems, remained with St. Paul at CorintA as 
“his fellow-labourer”’ in preaching the Gospel; 4 cuvepydés pov, 
as he is called in the Epistle tothe Romans (Rom. xvi. 21), written 
from that place. 

— tH Adyw] by the word. So A, B, D, E, G, and some 
Cursives and Versions; and this reading is adopted by Griesd., 
Scholz, Lach., Tiech., Born., Alf.—Elz. cvvelyeto 7G xvebpati. 
The sense is,—after the arrival of Silas and Timotheus, he was 
constrained by the Word within him urging him to speak, and 
striving vehemently for utterance. (See on 1 Cor. ix. 16.) So 
the Syriac Version. Cp. Luke xii. 50, «as auvdxouat, as ob 
TereoOy; and 2 Cor. v. 14, 4 d&ydry cuvéye: fyas. And see 
LXX in Jerem. xx. 9; xxiii.9. Ps. xxxix. 3. Job xxxii. 18, 19. 

But why was he thus constrained, after their arrival ? 

Probably, because they brought to him pecuniary supplies 
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from Macedonia. See 2 Cor. xi. 9, ‘‘ When I was present with 
you and wanted, I was chargeable to no man ; for that which was 
lacking to me (at Corinth), the brethren which came from Mace- 
donia (i. e. Silas and Timotheus) supplied.’”? See also what he 
says to the Philippians of Macedonia ( Phil. iv. 14—18). 

Therefore, after the arrival of his friends from Macedonia he 
gave himself up to preaching; he left off making earthly tents, to 
build up the heavenly Tabernacle of the Church of God. 

“It is more blessed to give than to receive’’ (Acts xx. 35). 
A double blessing was, therefore, on the Macedonian Churches. 
The Corinthians lacked in service to the Apostle in their own 
city; the Christians of Macedonia sent supplies to St. Paul at 
Corinth, and so edified the Church in Achaia. 

7. dxeev] thence, i.e. from the Synagogue. Cp. xix. 9, where 
St. Paul separates himself from the Synagogue at Ephesus, and 
transfers his disciples to the “ school of Tyrannus.” 

— bce Justus. Some Versions and a few MSS., E, B, 
D**, insert Tirov before "lobarov; which is defended by Borne- 
mann. It is remarkable, that 7¥éusis never mentioned in the Acts 
of the Apostles. Cp. Bp. Pearson, O. P. ii. 328; and see note 
below on 2 Cor. viii. 18. 

8. Kploxos] Crispus, who was baptized by St. Paul himself, 
1 Cor. i. 14. Cp. Paley, H. P. p. 39. 

— 6 dpxiouvdyaryos] chief of the Synagogue. Mark v. 22. 

There were several dpx:ourdywyo: to one Synagogue, see 
Acts xiii. 15. And therefore the article is used here to distinguish 
Crispus from others who had not the same function, as the words 
in xvii. 34, Asovdcios 6 ’Apeonayirns, distinguish him from others 
who were not Areopagites. See on John xviii. 10. 

Hence, it cannot be concluded with some, that Sosthenes 
(v. 17) succeeded Crispus. 

10. Aads por rords dy rH wéAe: rabrn] I have much people in 
this city. Not so at Athens, xvii. 33, 34. The commercial Co- 
rinth was more favourable to the Gospel than Athens, with its 
love of novelty and empirical Intelligence. 

12. TarAlwvos dvOuraredovros rijs *Axatas]* When Gallio 
was proconsul of Achaia. These words, placed at the beginning 
of the sentence, with something of the style of an official do- 
cument, are designed to call the reader’s attention to the influence 
of the Imperial Authority of Rome in relation to Christianity. 
The incident now to be recorded is significant; it is gavay cuy- 
eroio.; an epitome of history. Almighty God interferes here to 
protect St. Paul against the malice of the Jews; and the instru- 
ment which He uses for this purpose on this and other occasions 
is the imperial power of Rome (cp. Baumg. ii. 218). Thus He 
foreshadows what He will do hereafter, in a more signal manner, 
by making all the Powers of this world, indifferent or hostile 
though they be, subservient to the Triumph of Christ. 

— TadAlwvos}] Gallio. M. Annseus Novatus, the younger 
brother of the celebrated Stoic, L. Annseus Seneca, uncle of the 
Poet Lucan; called “dulcis Gallio” by Statius (Sylv. ii. 7. 32), 
and “dulcis omnibus.” and lauded for his unruffled serenity of 
temper, and disinterested generosity and contempt of money, by 

Vou. 1.—Paarr II. 


his brother Seneca (Preef. lib. iv. Nat. Queest.), who dedicates to 
him his books ‘‘ De Ird’’ and “ De Vité Beaté.’’ He had been 
adopted by Gallio the Rhetorician, from whom he derived his 
name. He is called dominus by Seneca (Ep. 104)—his elder 
brother—on account of his official dignity. 


—~ dvOuzarevoyros] proconsul. Another proof of St. Luke’s 
accuracy. Achaia had been an Imperial Province under 
Tiberius (Tacit. i. 76), but was restored to the Senate by 
Claudius (Suefon. Claud. 25). How much more 8t. Luke knew 
of the history of Rome, than the Roman Historians did of Christ ! 
Cp. Lardner, Cred. i. 1. 12. 

— ’Axatas] of Achaia. See xvi. 9. 


18. dvawelOe:] Primam persuasionem novis rationibus labefac- 
tatam evellit. Welst. 

15. dvondrwy] of names ; i. e. whether Jesus was rightly called 
Christ. This question is dismissed by the Gallios of this world 
as of no moment; but it is considered as ali in all by God. See 
Matt. xvi. 13— 18. 

— vdpuou tov xa buas] the law, that is received by you—you 
Jews ; you who pretend to have a better law than we have who 
are Romans / 

17. wdvres} all, i.e. the Jews. The words of “EAAnves are 
added by Elz. with D, E, and probably G, H, and the great 
majority of cursives. But A, B omit these words, and they are 
not in Vulg. and some other Versions, nor in Chrys., who says 
obras irauol foay of ‘lovSato:: and they have been rejected by 
Lachm., Tisch., and Alford. 

Why did St. Luke mention the circumstance, whatever it 
was? 

The answer seems to be supplied by the close of the verse, 
obdey robrwy Te TadAlwm Euedev. He intends to mark the indif- 
ference of the Roman Power, as represented by the Proconsul of 
Achaia. It was not so bitter in its hostility to Christianity as the 
Jews were, who called themselves the people of God. It did not 
persecute, but it would not befriend the Gospel. 

lt would not interfere to protect the cause of truth; and in 
its philosophic professions of toleration and non-interference, it 
allowed the laws of morality to be infringed and outraged in its 
presence. It seems therefore probable, that rdyres refers to the 
Jews. Gallio professed to be unwilling to adjudicate between the 
Jews and St. Paul, on the plea that the matter was not within his 
cognizance, and he drove the Jews from the judgment-seat; and 
it seems, that they, disappointed of their expectation, were so reck- 
less as to seize on Sosthenes, the chief of the Synagogue, and to 
beat him in the presence of Gallio. Cp, Paley, Hore Pauline, 
p- 40, who takes this view. 

But why cid the Jews beat the chief of their own Syna- 
gogue ? 

The answer seems to be supplied by the passage where 
Sosthenes is associated with St. Paul, as ‘‘ Sosthenes our brother,” 
in the beginning of the First Epistle to the Corinthiana. 

It may be, that the Sosthenes here is not the same as there. 

8 
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But Holy Scripture loves clearness, and not confusion, and seems 
to suggest their identity. See also next note. 

— Xwoddvny] Sosthenes. The Jews, being disappointed in 
their expectations of injuring Paul, turned their rage against Sos- 
thenes. Probably Sosthenes was favourable to St. Paul, and re- 
strained them from destroying him, and was therefore obnoxious 
to the Jews. (Chrys., Ammon., CEcum.) Perhaps the injury in- 
flicted on him by them attached him more closely to St. Paul, and 
hastened his conversion to Christianity, after the example of his 
brother dpx:ourdywyos, Crispus (v. 8). 

— xal ob3é»—tuerder] and Gallio cared nothing for these 
things. Ov8éy is to be construed with EueAer, not with rovrey. 
See the examples in Welstein. 

Gallio was perfectly indifferent to these things, although this 
outrage in his presence was an insult to himself and to his office 
(Chrys.), and as if this was no 43{xcnua! And yet Gallio was 
called “dulcis ’’ (see above on v. 12),—and had professed, that if 
there had been any act of personal wrong (v. 14), he would do 
justice to the injured party. But the favourite of this world does 
not always make a good Judge. See further above, xiii. 7. And 
professions of toleration and non-interference are often only 
specious disguises for love of dase, or thin veils for cowardice and 
desire of popular applause. It is not surprising, that ‘Gallio is 
afterwards heard of as ministering to Nero at Rome in his frivolity 
and sensuality, and as stage-manager in the scenea described by 
Dio, \xi. 20, which caused so much grief to the honest Burrhus 
(Tac. Ann. xiv. 15), and to Gallio’s brother Seneca. At length 
Gallio, the favourite, as well as his brother Seneca, the instructor 
of Nero, were killed by him. 

18. MploxiAAa] Priscilla. Why is she named before her hus- 
band Aquila ? 

** The head of the woman is the man” (1 Cor. xi. 3); and she 
is commanded to be in subjection to her husband as the Church 
to Christ (Eph. v. 22—24). 

Yet here the wife is placed before her husband. And this 
order is adopted in some places by St. Paul also, Rom. xvi. 3. 
2 Tim. iv. 19. There must be some reason for this. It is ob- 
servable also, that both St. Luke and St. Paul in ofher places 
put Aquila the husband before Priscilla the wife. See Acts xviii. 2. 
1 Cor. xvi. 19. 

But why is Priscilla ever put first ? 

Bengel says, ‘“‘Viro preponitur uxor spectatior;’’ but he 
does not say in what she was ‘ spectatior’ or more honourable. 

Aquila was a Jew when he came to Corinth; and he was 
known as such in the first instance to the Church. (See xviii. 2.) 
But perhaps his wife Priscilla was a Christian, and was instru- 
mental in his conversion (for he was converted) to Christianity. 

She is associated with him in xviii. 26, where some MSS. 
and Editors place Aer name first, in bringing the celebrated Jew 
Apollos to a more perfect knowledge of the Gospel. 

It seems not improbable, that Priscilla was distinguished by 
her zeal and ability in disseminating the truth, and that she had 
an authorized position and official function in the Church. 

This conjectare is confirmed by what we read in 1 Cor. xvi. 
19, where St. Paul, writing from Ephesus, says, ‘“ Aquila and 
Priscilla salute you; with the Church that is in their house.”’ 

And, what is more remarkable, St. Paul, in writing from 
Corinth to Rome, after his mention of Ph@be, the deaconess of 
Cenchreee (the port of Corinth), proceeds immediately to send his 
salutation to the Roman Christians; and after the name of Phebe, 
and at the head of that long list of names, he places first in order 
the name of Priscilia. 

The position she here occupies, and the terms in which she 
is mentioned there (Rom. xvi. 3, where her name stands before 
her husband’s), show that shd had been of signal use to St. Paul 
and to the Church. 

‘“‘ Salute Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus, who 
for my life laid down their own necks (probably at Ephesus), 
unto whom not only I give thanks, but adi the Churches of the 
Gentiles; and salute the Church that is in their house.” 

From the position of her name immediately after Phebe the 
Deaconess, and before her husband and all the other Roman 
Christians, it may be inferred, that Priscilla also was appointed by 
St. Paul todo some special work, like that of a Deaconess, in the 
Charch. 

It is indeed sometimes supposed, that either unmarried wo- 


men of mature age, or widows, were alone admitted to that office. 
(See Bingham, ii. 22.) But not enough is known of its consti- 
tution, to authorize a confident assertion on this point. 

Indeed, it may rather be inferred from St. Paul’s own direc- 
tions concerning Desconesses, that married women sometimcs 
held that office. See on 1 Tim. iii. 11, and v. 12; and there are 
many very good reasons, why some deaconesses, having especial 
charge of women, should have been married. 

Priscilla, -by her marriage with Aquila, who was connected 
with the Jews by origin, and appears to have been led by his 
mercantile pursuits to travel from one populous city to another 
(for we hear of him at Rome, at Corinth, at Ephesus, and again 
at Rome), would have had many favourable opportunities for 
serving the cause of Christianity ; and from the terms in which 
she is mentioned in Scripture, she appears to have availed herself 
of them. 

It is therefore submitted for the reader’s consideration, 
whether she was not appointed by St. Paul to such an office in 
the Church as aa holy and pious matron could hold in primitive 
times ; and whether it may not be on account of the official dignity 
annexed to that office, that her name, which, if she were re- 
garded solely as a woman and a wife, would follow after that 
of her Ausband, is sometimes placed defore it both by St. Luke 
and St. Paul. 

This incident—trivial as at first it may seem —is also of value 
as showing the truth of the history, and the connexion of St. Luke 
with St. Paul. 

The coincidence between the narrative of St. Luke, in the 
Acts of the Apostles, and the Epistles of St. Paul, does not con- 
sist merely in this, that they both mention the names of Aquila 
and Priscilla, or that they both mention that of Aquila first or 
that of Priscilla first, but that each sometimes places Priscilla 
first, and eometimes Aquila; i.e. they both seem to have re- 
garded Priscilla as holding a peculiar position in the Church, 
——a position nowhere fully explained, but only implied,—and as 
having precedence before Aquila in that official respect, though 
bound to submit to him, and therefore sometimes named after 
him, as her husband. 

— Kxeipduevos thy Keparhy év Keyxpeais, elxe yap ebyty] 
having polled his head at Cenchrea; for he had a Vow. The 
context shows that this is not said of Aquila, but of St. Paul. 

So it was understood by Didymus, the Master of S. Jerome. 
See Caten. p. 31)7, where he says, ‘‘ Paul the Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles became a Jew to the Jews, in order that they might not be 
estranged from him as one who revolted from the Lord; and 
therefore, according to the custom of his country, he polled his 
head at Cenchree, being under a vow; and further, when he 
arrived at Jerusalem, he joined himself to the four men who had 
such a vow as this upon them.”’ See xxi. 23. 

As Bede observes here (p. 73), and in Retract. (p. 148), 
both Jerome and Augustine apply the words to St. Paul. 
Jerome says (Ep. ii.), “ Fratribus valedicens navigabat Syriam, et 
cum eo Priscilla et Aquila; e¢ totondit sibi in Cenchreis caput ;”’ 
and Augustine (Ep. 80), ‘“‘Timotheam circumcidit, et Cenchreis 
votum absolvit.”’ 

This would seem to intimate that the present reading of the 
Vulgate, ‘‘ gui sibi totonderat caput,”’ is not so ancient as the 
fifth century. « 

Some have asserted that Chrysostom applies it to Aquila; 
but this is an error. 

It is also said by some (e. g. Meyer, p. 333) that Theophy- 
fact understands it of Aquila, and not of St. Paul. But Theo- 
phylact says (iii. p. 140), ‘‘ because he seemed to some to teach 
men to abandon the Law (of Moses), and they were offended with 
him on that account, and would not receive his preaching, there- 
fore he does this here, and in the Temple at Jerusalem (xxi. 24. 
26), in compliance with their scruples. And this is what he says 
of himself, ‘I became as under the Law to them who were 
under the Law’’’ (1 Cor. ix. 20). Therefore Theophylact applies 
it to St. Paul, and Bede observes, * bec fecit Paulus ut Judsos 
lucrifaceret.”’ 

It is true that in the Editions of this author (Theophylact), 
there is also a scholiam connecting it with Aquila; but this seems 
to be a more recent interpolation. 

Modern Expositors are divided. Hrasm.. Luther, Beza, 
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Calvin, Bengel, Whitby, Rosenm., Olsh., Neander, De Welte, 
Baumg. (ii. p. 224), Hackett (p. 261), Alford, and others, refer 
it to St. Paul. 

Hammond, Grotius, Valck., Kuin., Wieseler, Meyer, to 
Aguila. 

The argument used by some, that if St. Luke had not 
intended that ’AxdAas should be construed with xeipdyevos, he 
would not have put Priscilla first, is refuted by the passages cited 
in the preceding note. The verbs and participles of this verse 
and the next refer to St. Paul; and Aquila is only introduced 
parentheticaily. 

The words elxev edy}v are best illustrated by Acts xxi. 23, 
elaly jpyiy bydpes rércapes ebxhy Exovtes ep’ éavrav. The 
ebx? is the Hebrew 17) (nedher), a vow, and when thus placed 
by itself, can hardly be understood to mean any thing else but 
what was called «ix by the Jewish Hellenists (i. e. Philo, 
i. p. 357, evxh peydAn), i. e. the vow of a Nazarite, concerning 
which see Numb. vi., and the Talmudistic traditions in the 
Mishkna, Tract. Nazir, iii. pp. 146—178, ed. Surenhus. Amst. 1700. 

This then appears certain, that when St. Paul éxelparo at 
Cenchrew, the eastern port of Corinth, he had the vow ofa 
Nazarite upon him. As Bede says, ‘“ Navim ascensurus caput 
ex voto totondit,” and he explains the ‘votum’ as that of a 
Nazarite. 

But what is the meaning of the word xetpduevos ? 

The action here is supposed by some Expositors to be similar 
to that in Acts xxi. 24, where we read of the “four men having 
a vow,” and “ shaving their heads.”’ 

But it ought to be noticed, that St. Luke does not use the 
same word in the two places. Here he says xeipduevos, there 
(xxi. 24) Euphocvrat. 

The word used by St. Luke in the present passage (xe:- 
pduevos) is never applied by the LXX to describe the jinal 
Nazaritic shaving of the head on the expiration of the vow. 

The word xelper@a: is used to describe the more ordinary act, 
that of cutting the Aair short, or cropping it,—as, for instance, 
the polling of his head by Absalom, who, as the Rabbis say, was 
a perpetual Nazarite. Lighfoot, i. p. 1092; ii. p. 774. See 
2 Sam. xiv. 26, dv 7G xelpeaOa: abrdy Thy Kxepadhy abrod, xal 
dydvero dx’ dpyis tpepwv eis Hudpas ws by éxelpero, Sri xar- 
eBaptvero én ardy, xal respépevos trrnce Thy tplxa Tis Kepa- 
Ais avrow K.7T.A. 

Absalom let his hair grow by reason of a vow of Nazaritism, 
perhaps taken in a spirit of personal vanity. We do not hear 
that he ever éfuphcaro xeparrdy, shaved his head. But he 
periodically éxelparo xepaddy, polled his head on account of 
the weight of his hair. A temporary Nazarite might poll his 
head (xelpar6a:) in foreign lands. See MisAna, 1. c. vol. iti. p. 
167. And some of the Rabbis say, that in this case his hair was 
to be taken to Jerusalem and burnt at the door of the Sanctuary 
(Ligh¢foot, i. p. 1092), who says, ‘‘If he polled his head in the 
country (i. e. out of Palestine), as Paul did at Cenchree, he was 
to bring his hair and burn it,’ in the room for the Nazarites at 
the Temple. 

The word used by the LXX to describe the shaving of the 
head by the temporary Nazarite is €uvphoac6a:. This word is 
used to signify both the process of shaving the head after a 
Levitical pollution (when the days already past were counted as 
nothing, see Numb. vi. 12, and the term of the vow began again), 
and also to describe the final process of shaving the head when 
the term of the vow had expired. See Numb. vi. 9, édy zis 
dwo@dvp dx’ aire (and so he incur a pollution by nearness to a 
dead body) wapaxpijpa miavOfocera:  Keparh ebyijs abrov, nal 
Evphoeras. 

And again, as to the final shaving, on the expiration of the 
term of the etx}, or vow, it is said, Numb. vi. 18, Evphoeras 46 
niyudvos wapa Tas Otpas THs TKyVIS Tov uplov Thy xega- 
Ady rhs edxiis avrov, nal émiOhoe: ras a et dx) 1d wip, 8 
dori xd Thy Ovalay tov carnplov. 

The head of the Nazarite could not be shavéd finally except 
at a particular place, i.e. at the door of the Sanctuary, which in 
St. Paul’s time was at Jerusalem (Numb. vi. 18). Cp. Joseph. 
B. J. ii. 15. 1, wedhucer 88 Beprlien dy Trois ‘lepocoAtpors, ebx hy 
éxreAotca te @eg. Josephus adds, that it was a custom 
for persons in sickness or other distress, to make a vow for thirty 
days before that on which they were about to offer sacrifices, and 
to vow to abstain from wine and to shave their heads. And in 
doing this at Jerusalem they went barefoot. 

Therefore St. Paul’s act at Cenchree was nof such a shaving 
of the head. 
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St. Paul himself marks the distinction between xelper@a: and 
tuphoacbas. 1 Cor. xi. 6, aloxpdy yuvain) 7d xelparbai, F 
gévpag@as, where see Valck. The Vulgate well distinguishes be- 
tween the two words here and in xxi. 21 and 1 Cor. xi. 6, render- 
ing xelpecOa: by fondere, and fupaaGa: by radi and decaleari. 
Cp. the Mishna as cited above. 

The word «xelpecOa: signifies to poll the hair, or crop it by 
scissors or shears. But fuphoacda: is to shave the hair off, at 
least:in part, with a tupdy or razor, so that the skull appears. 

Hence it may be inferred, — 

That the word here used, xe:pduevos, does not deacribe the 
shaving of the head on the expiration of the term of a Nazarite’s 
vow ; 

That it is here used to describe the act of cutting the hair 
short by a temporary Nazarite; 

That the addition of the words “for he had a vow,’’ inti- 
mates that St. Paul would noé have cué Ais hair short, if he had 
not made a vow of Nazaritism. 

Having taken such a vow, he would be allowed xelpecOa:, 
to poll hie head, because according to the Law he could not shave 
his head before he came to Jerusalem (Jahn, Archeeol. § 394. 
Winer, R. W. B. p. 141, Art. ‘ Nasiréer’), and his hair might 
therefore otherwise become too long for comfort or for decency. 

It seems that St. Paul did not choose to cut his hair short 
(xelper@a:) at Corinth, where he remained more than a year and 
a half (vv. 11. 18), but deferred it till he came to Cenchree, the 
sea-port of Corinth, when he was just about to set sail for the 
East; where he would come into contact with many Jews and 
Jewish Christians. Indeed, in the next verse it is said that he 
entered into the Synagogue at Ephesus and disputed with the 
chad (v. 19). And soon after he came to Jerusalem for the 

east. 

And perhaps the reason why he said (xviii. 21) that he must 
by all means (xdvrws) be at Jerusalem at the next approaching 
feast (for he did not attend all the feasts, nor nearly so), was that 
he had this vow upon him; and that he must take the hair he 
had cut short at Cenchree, to be burnt at the temple at Jerusa- 
lem, and accomplish his vow by a final shaving, and by votive 
offerings at the Temple. As is said in the Mishna (de Nazireis, 
vol. iii. p. 156), ‘‘ Si quis vovisset Nazirseatum extra Terram (i. e. 
out of the Holy Land), proficisci debuit in Terram, et illic votum 
implere.’”’ Cp. Lardner, i. p. 115. 

The knowledge that he was under such a vow would have 
been of much use to him in his dealings with the Jewish Chris- 
tians at Ephesus and elsewhere. It would be a visible and prac- 
tical refutation of the charge that he despised the Levitical Law, 
and condemned those who continued to observe it. 

Another reason, probably, why he did not choose to poll 
his hair or cut it short at Corinth, but waited till he came to 
Cenchreea (when he left Greece for a time), was because with the 
Greeks it was usual only for slaves to wear the hair cropped short, 
treira bra SovAos Oy xduny Exes; (Aristoph.) 

To have appeared with his hair cut short in the Churches at 
Corinth among the Greek Christians, would have exposed him 
to ridicule and his preaching to contempt. He acted with pru- 
dence in reference to the Gentile Christians in nof cutting his 
hair off at Corinth, nor till he was on the point of quitting 
Greece. And if the Greek Christians heard, as they probably 
would from some one at Cenchree, that the Apostle had cut his 
hair short there, they would learn also that he did it ‘‘ because he 
had a vow,’’ and would thus be taught a lesson of forbearance 
towards the Jewish Christians from the example of the Apostle, 
who they knew did not enforce the Levitical Law, and yet, as 
they heard, did not despise it, but in his charity to the Jewish 
Christians, and to the Jews, sometimes complied with it in his 
own person. 

The grounds of St. Paul’s compliance, in this and other 
respects, with the Levitical Law, are well stated by S. Augustine 
in one of his Letters to S. Jerome (Epist. 82). 

After a considerable interval, St. Paul arrived a second time 
at Jerusalem (xxi. 17). He had been charged with contempt of 
the Levitical Law, as St. James tells him (xxi. 21); and he is 
advised by the Bishop of Jerusalem to associate with himself four 
other persons under a vow of temporary Nazaritism, and to be at 
charges with them (that is, to pay the expenses of the sacrifices to 
be offered in the Temple at the expiration of their vow), that they 
might shave their heads. And so St. Paul on the next day 
entered the Temple with them, announcing the fulfilment of the 
days of their purification, until the sacrifice was offered for each 
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of them. (Acts xxi. 26.) The suggestion of St. James, and 
St. Paul’s ready compliance, are explained by what he had done 
before at Cenchrese. 

On the whole, then, by not polling his hair till he came to 
Cenchreee, and by polling it there ‘‘ because he had a vow,’’ he 
exemplified the great principle of his Apoatolic life— Charity. 

19. xarhyrnce}] A, B, E have xarhyrncay, which has been 
received by Lachm., Tisch., and Alford. 

ZL 8et pe wdyrws—'lepordrAuua] I must by all means keep the 
next feast at Jerusalem. For the reason see ony. 18. The next 
feast was the feast of Pentecost. See Anger, p. 61; Wieseler, 
p- 48; Alford, p. 190; and the Chronological Synopsis prefixed 
to this Volume. 

22. dvaBds] having gone up to Jerusalem. 

23. rhy Tadatuchy)] the region of Galatia. See xvi. 6; and 
the Introduction to the Epistle to the Galatians, p. 40, as to the 
importance of this passage in settling the date of that Epistle. 

24. "AwoAAds] Ayolios. A name contracted from *AroAAdvos. 
(See above on xv. 22.) He is spoken of in connexion with the 
Church of Corinth, Acts xix. 1. 1 Cor. i. 12; iii. 4—6. 22; iv.6; 
and Ephesus, xvi. 12; and Crete, Tit. iii. 13. 

— "AActavipeds}] of Alexandria in Egypt; founded by Alex- 
ander the Great B.c. 332, and the royal seat of the dynasty of the 
Ptolemies, who, as well as Alexander, were instruments in God’s 
hands for the preparation of the way for the Gospel, especially by 
the diffusion of the Greek Tongue, and by the formation of the 
Septuagint Version of the Old Testament, and by its commerce. 
See the Introduction to this Volume, pp. 4—10. 

— Adyos] Distinguished for erudition in history and law, 
especially that of his own country, and eloquence. The sense of 
the word is well expressed by the phrase of Horace, “‘ qui sapere et 
fari possit que sentiat’’ (1 Ep. iv. 9); it signifies a learned and 
eloguent man. Hesychius: Adyiws, & THs ivtoplas Euweipos, 
weradevyévos. Meris: Aoylovs trovs xoAvtoropas, ‘Artixes xa) 
‘Hpd8cros’ Aoylous robs 8iarextixovs, “EAAnves. Phrynichus, 
p- 84: Adytos, ws of woAAol Adyouow éx) Tov Sewod eixeiv Kal 
iynrod, ob TiPdaow of dpxaiot, GAA’ ex) Tov 7a ixdory ve 
dmixepia etypyoupévou duwelpws. So Josephus, Ant. xix. 5. 2, 
"lovBaley Aoytdérarot, xal rwr warpley dfrrynral véuwy. Thom. 


wal ‘Hpd8oros’ Aoyious 8 tobs S:arextixods of Sorepoy. 
Wetst. p. 678. 

25. xarnxnuévos] having been catechized. See Luke i. 4. 
Rom. ii. 18. 

— 'Ingot) Elz. Kuplov, but A, B, D, E have "Incot, which 
has been received by Lachm., Tisch., A:/, 
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To a certain extent he taught rightly ; i.e. that Christ was 
come, and that Jesus is the Christ, the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world (John i. 29. 36). It is probable also, 
that he was acquainted with the facts of the Crucifixion, Resur- 
rection, and Ascension; but the only Baptism that he knew was 
that of John; i.e. he had not been baptized into Christ. Not (as 
some suppose) that the baptism of John was a// that he knew ; for 
he was a Christian Catechumen, xarnxnudvos thy d3dy Tov Kuplov, 
v. 26, and Aquila and Priscilla took him and expounded to him 
more exactly than he had known it hitherto, the way of God; i.e. 
the divine plan of salvation by Baptism into Christ; and he was 
baptized with the Baptism of Christ, as may be concluded from 
the case of the twelve men in the next chapter, xix. 3—5. 

26. wappnoid(erOa:] fo speak boldly. This example affords no 
sanction (as has been supposed) for preaching the Gospel without 
a due call or mission. Any one might expound in the Synagogue, 
if invited to do so; and no one could do so without invitation. 
And as to his teaching in the first instance out of the synagogue, 
there is no evidence to show that it was approved, but rather the 
contrary ; nor is it said that afterwards he had no cali or mission. 
The contrary is implied in 1 Cor. iii. 5. 22. 

— ’AxtaAas xal MploxiAAa] Aguila and Priscilla. So Elz. ; 
but A, B, E put Priscilla first. So Lachm , Tisch., Alf. Cp. v. 18. 

27. cvveBdAcro—231d Tijs xdpitos] he contributed much to the 
spiritual edification of the faithful by the grace which he received 
in the Church through faith, by baptism and laying on of hands. 


Cu. XIX. 1. dy rg 7. "AwoAAw €. dv KoplyOy] while Apollos 
was at Corinth. Compare St. Paul’s references to Apollos in his 
first Epistle to the Corinthians (i. 12; iii. 6); and see Paley, 
H. P. p. 36. 

— Ta dywrepixd uépn] the upper or inland parts. See xviii. 
22, 23. 

2. morevoayres] on your reception into the Church by a 
public profession of faith. See on xiii. 48. 

— ef Tivetua Ayoy tors) St. Paul had asked them, Whether 


| they received the Holy Ghost, when they made a profession of 


Faith? They reply, that when they made their profession they 


' did not even hear whether the Holy Ghost is—i.e. is to be had. 
Mag.: Acylouvs rovs wodvioropas of dpxaio "ArriclCovres, os | 


. The phrase is similar to John vii. 39, ofrw yap qy TMyevpua 
&yioy, i.e. the Holy Ghost was not az yet manifested in the 


‘ Church, for Jesus was not yet glorified. 


The verb fori is emphatic here, and therefore so accented ; 
it signifies in-dwelling and energetic operation as the vital prin- 
ciple of the Church. 

When these persons were received into the Church, they did 
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not hear whether the prophecy which John the Baptist himself 
had delivered, that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Ghost and 
fire (Matt. iii. 11. Luke iii. 16), had yet been fulfilled by the out- 
pouring of the Holy Ghost on those who had been baptized. 

If these disciples were Jews, as they seem to have been, be- 
cause they were baptized with the baptism of John, these words 
do not mean, that they never heard of the Spirit of God, but that 
they had not heard of the giving of it which the Apostle men- 
tioned, as we read elsewhere that the Holy Ghost was nol yel 
(John vii. 39); not denying the existence, but the plentiful effu- 
sion, of it. Bp. Pearson on the Creed, Art. viii. p. 574. 

4. "Iadvens pév] John indeed. On the difference between 
John's baptism and Christ’s —in that the latter was in the Name 
of the Blessed Trinity, and conferred grace—the former not— 
see on Matt. iii. L—11, and John iv. 1.—Xpiordv is omitted here 
by A, B, E. 

6. xa) éwiOévros K.T.A. ] On this act of laying on of hands, see 
above on viii. 14— 18, and on x. 47. 

St. Paul is seen here, at Ephesus, exercising the same 
Apostolic functions which the « very chiefest Apostles,” Peter 
and Jobn, are described in this book as exercising at Samaria 
(see viii. 17). 

Thus, be who was not one of the original Twelve, and who 
had not seen Christ upon earth, and had been a persecutor of the 
Church—and was therefore disparaged by some in comparison 
with them—is placed by divine authority on a par with them in 
the eye of the Church. Thus also it is proved, that the collation 
of the gift of the Holy Ghost, by the laying of hands on 
baptized persons, was not restricted to those who were appointed 
to the Apostolic office by Christ Himself when upon earth. And 
the gift of the Holy Ghost by the hands of St. Paul, is, as it 
were, a link of connexion between the first administration of 
Confirmation by the original members of the Apostolic College, 
Peter and John, at Samaria, and the subsequent exercise of the 
same authority by persons afterward appointed, such as Timothy 
and Titus, to be successors of the Apostles, and to discharge the 
ordinary fanctions of the Apostolic office,—particularly in the 
laying on of hands and prayer,—for the perpetual edification of 
the Christian Church. See Heb. vi. 2. 

— dAddovy yAdooas] they were speaking with tongues, i. e. 
with the different languages, which the Spirit spake by their 
mouths. (Theophul.) 

9. thy 636y] the way. See ix. 2; xix. 23. See here also a 
fulfilment of Christ’s saying (Matt. xi. 10). 

— «al? nuépay—-tivds] he could not dispute daily in the Sy- 


nagogues, for they were open only fhrice a week, and the Jews | 


blasphemed “that Way.’’ Therefore, as he had done at Corinth 
(xviii. 7), he collected the disciples in another place; either a pri- 
vate rabbinical seminary (Hammond) or a school of grammar and 
’ rhetoric—where they could meet daily. So the Church grew by 
persecution, and the word was preached to both Jews and Greeks. 
10. thy ’Aciay] Asia. Seeii. 9. 1 Cor. xvi. 8, 9. 11, 12. 
lL. od ras ruxovcas) extraordinary. See Acts xxviii. 2. 
On the phrase obx 45 tvxé» = not obvious, but singular, see 
Kuin. and others, who quote Philo de Opif. M. p. 31, C, ob« éx 


Tou ruxdvros pépous yns, non ex gudvis terre glebi. Athen. 
lib. 9, p. 402, C, od riy ruxotcay Hdovhy, voluptatem exquisitam. 
Longin. cap. 9, § 9, Moses, Jndwzorum legislator dicitur o¥x 4 
TUX@Y d&vhp, non vulgaris intelligentia homo. 

Here is another proof of the divine sanction, given to St. 
Paul’s office and mission, and putting him on a level with St. Peter 
and the other Apostles. Cp. Acts v. 15. 

13. éxipdpec@a:] A, B, E, and some cursives have dropéperOau, 
which has been received by some Editors. 

— couvddpia |} napkins. See Luke xix. 20. 

— oiukivOia} ‘semi-cinctia.’ Some translate this word by 
handkerchiefs; so Ammonius and Theophylact. See Wetst. 
Others render it by aprons. Aprons used by workmen, perhaps 
by St. Paul in his oxnvornyla. See Martial xiv. 153, who dis- 
tinguishes them from tunics thus: “ Det funicam dives (locuples ?); 
ego te precingere possum.’’ Rendered (wrdpia by Suidas. 

Some have censured the acts of these persons resorting to 
St. Paul, as well as to St. Peter (Acts v. 15), as superstitious. 
But it is to be remembered that in both cases the application was 
in behalf of sick people, who could not come in person to the 
Apostles. The fact is related without censure by the Holy 
Ghost; and the Apostles do not seem to have blamed them. 
It is also here added that “ they were healed,’’ and that “evil 
spirits were thus ejected.””’ This testimony for these miraculous 
cures is more remarkable as coming from Luke the pAysician. 

The healing power was not in the shadow of St. Peter, or in 
the handkerchiefs of St. Paul; but in Christ responding to the 
touch of faith, and operating by the shadow or vestments of 
His Apostles on earth, as He had done when present in His 
human person by the fringes of His garment, touched by the 
hand of faith. See Matt. ix. 20, 21; xiv. 36. Mark v. 27. Luke 
Vili. 44. , 

Was there any superstition in this? Was there any cre- 
dulity in supposing, that at a time when, for wise reasons, Christ 
wrought extraordinary miracles by His Apostles (and these mi- 
racles are called here expressly extraordinary, ovx al ruxovca, 
that we may not look for them now), He could and would work 
by their shadow or their handkerchiefs on those poor helpless 
folk, who could not come to their hands, and who had faith in 
His Divine Power acting by them ? 

If so, then there would also be credulity in supposing that 
the Divine Physician of body and soul can give health by medi- 
cines to the one, and grace by Sacraments to the other. 

Perhaps the working of Christ by meana of the shadow of 
Peter and of the handkerchiefs of St. Paul, was designed to 
rebuke the scepticism of those who will not believe that Grace is 
given by means of Water, and of Bread and Wine, dispensed by 
Christ’s Ministers ; and in order to comfort and strengthen the 
hearts of those who believe that it may there be apprehended by 
the touch of Faith. 

Thus Christ’s power is magnified in the working of His 
grace; and the devout soul is assured of the reality of His opera- 
tion on itself, by means of such instruments, as, in human calca- 
lation, seem inadequate for the merciful purposes, which they 
are designed by Him to perform. 
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In order to prepare us for this blessed assurance, our Lord 
had said, that after His Ascension greater works would be done 
by those who believed in Him than He Himself had wrought (John 
xiv. 12). That is, when He was glorified in heaven, and had re- 
ceived the gift of the Holy Ghost to bestow upon men, He would 
work by their instrumentality greater miracles than He had 
wrought in person on earth; and thus prove that He twas glori- 
fied, and that by virtue of the Holy Ghost, given after His 
Ascension to the Church, He, though not corporeally present, 
works greater things in His Church than He had wrought when 
visible among men. See note on John xiv. 12. 

Here, then, we see a fulfilment of Christ’s prophecy and 
promise, a proof of His Ascension, and an assurance of His 
perpetual presence and operation in the Church. 

It may also be remarked, that by the shadow of Peter 
passing by, Christ Himself works, and by handkerchiefs taken 
from the body of Paul. Is it not, therefore, suggested, that 
the bodies of the saints of God, which are Temples of the 
Holy Ghost (1 Cor. iii. 16; vi. 19), are regarded by Christ as 
chosen vessels for the indwelling of His Grace; and that thus a 
leason of reverence for the body is inculcated (! Thess. iv. 4)? 
and motives to holiness and purity are supplied, and a hope of 
greater glory and blessedness reserved for it, when it shall be 
made “ like unto Christ’s glorious body, according to the mighty 
working whereby He is able to subdue all things unto Himself?” 
(Phil. iii. 21.) © 

We may remark, also, that there was a special reason for 
the operation of these miracles at Ephesus ; 

The population of that city was then subject to the influence 
of Satan, exercised upon them by means of magical arts ("Egécia 
ypdupuara), witchcraft and sorcery, practised both by Gentiles and 
Jews. Almighty God showed in Egypt, by the rod of Moses, that 
His power is greater than that of Satan working by Magicians; 
He proved by the words of Daniel at Bady/on, that He is more 
excellent in might and wisdom than the Evil Spirit who operated 
by the Chaldean Astrologers; so now at Ephesus, He shows by 
the handkerchiefs of Paul that the Gospel is opposed to all the 
practices of magic and sorcery by which Satan deceived the Gen- 
tile World; and is able, even by the feeblest instruments, and 
beggarly elements, to destroy the works of the Devil. 

Hence in v. 15 we read the confession of the Evil Spirit, 
that he owned the power of Jesus; and in vv. 18, 19 we see the 
surrender and conflagration of the Books of Magic as a conse- 
quence of the manifestation of the power “of the Lord Jesus” 
(v. 17) by these miracles of Paul. 

Since also Christ, glorified in heaven, could and did work 
these miracles of healing, and of casting out Evil Spirits, by 
means of the shadow of the body of St. Peter, and of handker- 
chiefs and aprons from the body of St. Paul, the faithfal Chris- 
tian may defy the power of the Evil one acting upon his body by 
physical disease, or on his mind by spiritual agency. 

18. dpxi¢w] So A, B, D, E.— Elz. dpxl(oper. — 

14. dpxiepéws] chief-priest, head of one of the twenty-four 
courses of Priests. See Matt. ii. 4; xvi. 21; xx. 18. 

15. roy "Incoty yiwwdéoxw] See Mark i. 24, 25. Acts xvi. 17. 

— ywhona—éxloraya:) The Vulg. has here ‘“‘Jesum novi 
et Paulum scio.”” A distinction is made between yiwéoxne and 


éxloraua:. The former signifies knowledge producing some affec- 
tion and emotion of mind. I recognize and own His power. 
Cp. James ii. 19. 

But éxlorapa:—which is of rarer occurrence, being only 
once used in the Gospels (Mark xiv. 68)—expresses a knowledge 
of a lower degree, such as acquaintance with a fact, without any 
consequent reflection upon it; and sometimes only an instinct. 
Cp. Jude 10, 30a ob of8ac: Bracdnyodor, 8ca St Quads as 
Ta bAoya (ea éxlorayrat, év robras pbelporrat. 

— dpeis 5t rlves] but ye—who are ye? A remarkable iu- 
stance of the power of Christ’s Name. Even when uttered by an 
unbelievitig Jew, it extorted a confession of the truth from the 
Evil Spirit; and it recoiled with terrible force against those who 
dared to use it without faith in Christ, and without a due mission 
from Him—Who are ye? A solemn warning to those who ven- 
ture to minister the Word and Sacraments of Christ without 
inward faith and external mission from Him. Cp. xiii. 1, 2. 


16. xavaxuptetoas abrav] having mastered them. A, B, D, 
and several cursive MSS. have dudordpwy, both, here for abrép, 
and so Vulg. 

— yupvots] bare, i.e. as far as their judria or outer garments 
were concerned, which were torn off from them by the fury of 
those who were possessed. On this use of yuuyds, see Mark 
xiv. 62. John xxi. 7. 

18. éfopodrcyovmero:) As in Matt. iii. 6. Mark i. 5, they were 
baptized in the river Jordan confessing their sins; oi wemirrev- 
xétes are they who had been convinced by Paul’s preaching, 
rare of the doctrine of the remission of sins through faith in 

ist. 

19. ray 7a xeplepya xpatdyrey] of those that practised 
curious arts. Ephesus was famous for its curivus arts, such as 
Magic and Astrology, and, like other Heathen cities, especially 
Rome, was at that time the resort of diviners, genethliaci, Ma- 
thematici, Chaldai (S. Jerome, pref. Epist. ad Ephes.), whence 
magical figures, letters, symbols, and charms, were called "Epédo:a 
yedupara. 7 

See the authorities in Welstein and Grotius here. 

The famous yéns, Apollonius of Tyana, had a school at 
Ephesus in the reign of Nero, and was there honoured with a 
statue (Philosir. v. Apollon. libb. iv. &v. See A Lapide and 
Biscoe, pp. 290—293. Cp. Howson, ii. p. 16). Probably St. 
Paul refers to the yénres of Ephesus in 2 Tim. iii. 13. 

This incident is more important, because there have not been 
wanting some who have ascribed the Miracles of the Apostles, 
and even of Christ Himself, to “curious arts,’’ such as Animal 
Magnetism, Natural Magic, &c. But Satan does not cast out 
Satan; and (as Didymus observes) wherever the Gospel grew, 
rac yonrela xateAvero. 

— ras BiBAous] the books. ‘ Vana religio tollit malos libros,” 
says Bengel, who observes, that as if in recompense for this sacri- 
tice of bad Books, Ephesus became afterwards rich in good Books. 
It received an Epistle from St. Paul, and the Gospel and Apo- 
calypee from St. John. They had ra iepd ypdupara instead 
of ra ’E@éara ypdupara It received also an Epistle from S. Igna- 
tius. There were ample amends for its lost books on ‘Curious Arts.’ 


— dpyuplov] silver; drachmas, about 8d. each in value. 
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21. SeAOdy 7. Maxedovlay] having passed through Macedonia 
and Achaia. See xx. 1, 2.: 

— Set pe xal ‘Papny ideiy] I must also see Rome. Cp. Paul’s 
declarations in the Epistle to the Romans (i. 13; xv. 23), of his 
desire and intention to visit them. See also on Acts xxiii. 11; 
xxv. 21, and Paley, Hor. Paul. p. 19. 

22. Tiyd0eor] Timothy, sent by St. Paul from Ephesus to 
Corinth by way of Macedonia a little before the writing of his 
first Epistle to the Corinthians. See 1 Cor. iv. 7; xvi. 10. 

He had returned to St. Paul when in Macedonia (2 Cor. 
i. 1), and is associated with him in writing the second Epistle to 
the Corinthians, and was with him at Corinth in his visit to that 
city soon after the second Epistle was written (see below, xx. 5, 
and also Rom. xvi. 21), and probably was with him at Jerusalem, 
and also in his first imprisonment at Rome. Heb. xiii. 23. 

—"Epacroy] Erastus, being a financier (olxovduos 7. wéAcws, 
of Corinth, Rom. xvi. 23; xv. 25, and notes), was a fit person to 
be employed by St. Paul in the collection of alms to be gathered 
in Achaia and Macedonia, for the poor saints of Jerusalem. He 
had rejoined St. Paul at Corinth when the Apostle wrote his 
Epistle to the Romans, xvi. 23. 

— érécxe els] implying an adhesion to hie work in Asia. 

24. Anpuhrpios—apyupoxéwos —vaods apyvpovs] Demetrius, a 
silversmith, making silver shrines of Artemis—Dians. The Gos- 
pel of Christ, in its various conflicts with the Evil Spirit in the 
various forms he had assumed in the heathen world, had often to 
contend with worldly trafic and the love of gain. See the case 
of the Pythoness at Philippi (Acts xvi. 16—19), that of the Ma- 
gicians, &c. here (ev. 19, 20), and now Demetrius and the mem- 
bers of his guild, or fellow-craftsmen (7. 24, 25). 

The feelings expressed by Demetrius in his speech (vv. 25— 
28), still obstruct the progress of the Gospel in the World. Cp. 
Benfley’s Sermon on the power of the Spirit of xawnAela (on 
2 Cor. ii. 17) in the corruption of truth. Works, ili. pp. 241— 
262, and above on xvi. 16—19. 

These yao} or shrines of silver were small portable models of 
the statue and vads (edicule portabiles, argentee) of the Ephe- 
sian Artemis, or Diana, like TlaAAddia wepiaurdépopa (Athens and 
Attica, ch. xvi., note), and were carried on journeys and voyages, 
and placed in private houses for protection. See Mede’s Works, 
i. p. 299. Howson, ii. 89. 

Medallions of Ephesus still survive, representing the xpévaos 
and statue of the Epbesian Artemis. One of the former may be 
seen in Kitto, p. 398, and of the latter in Akermann, p. 49. 

A learned commentator of the Church of Rome (Corn. A 
Lapide) says here,—and the traveller who visits Loretto at this 
day can testify to the truth of what he says,—"‘ eas imagines 
gestabant, sicuf nostri peregrini gestant imagines B. Virginis 
Lauretane (our lady of Loretto), aut domi in larariis et oratoriis 
eas reponebant.” 

— "Apréusdos] The Artemie of Ephesus was not like the 
Diana of Greece and Rome, figured as a fair archer and huntress, 
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but resembled rather an Indian Deity. See Jerome, preef. Epist. 
ad Ephes., “ Scribebat Paulus ad Ephesios Dianam colentes non 
hanc venatricem, que arcum tenet atque succincta est, sed illam 
mullimammiam, quam Greci woAdyuacroy vocant.” Cp. Mr. 
Long's article in Dr. Smith’s Dict. of Ancient Geography, v. 
‘ Ephesus,’ P- 837. 

— épyactay] gain. See xvi. 16. 

27. tovro 1d uépos] this branch or department. A polite 
euphemism for ‘idol-manufactory.’ Cp. Isa. v. 20. 

— dwercyudy] contempt; from drerAdyxerGa, explodi. Cp. 
Symmach. Ps. cxviii. 118, dwhAeytas wdyras, where LXX have 
etoudévacas. 

— olxovyéyn] the world. “ Diana Epbesia. cujus nomen unicum 
multiformi specie ritu vario nomine multijugo fofus veneratur 
orbis.’”’ Apuletua (lib. ii.). ‘Templum Diane Ephesiz "’ is called 
‘Orbis terrarum miraculum’’ by Plin. N. H. xxxvi. 14, and it is 
described as “‘factum & tota Asif;”’ and therefore in contending 
against idolatry at Ephesus, the Apostle was contending against 
the religious superstitions of the Gentile World. Its history is 
given by Howson, ii. 88, 

29. rd Odarpoy] the theatre; a place often used by the Greeks 
and Asiatics not only for dramatic exhibitions, but also for po- 
pular assemblies. See Diod. Sic. xvi. 84. Val. Maz. ii. 2, 
‘‘ Legati in ¢heatrum, ut est consuetudo Greecie, introducti.”’ 
Justin, xxii. 2. 

Even at Athens the Pnyx was deserted for it; probably be- 
cause the Theatre could be protected from rain and sun, which 
the Pnyx could not. Cp. above, xii. 21, Herod’s Oration, which 
was delivered in a Theatre. ‘‘ Joseph. B. J. vii. 3. 3, rod Bhpov 
tay "Avrioxtwy exxanord(ovros els rd Odarpoy, téy Te warépa 
Tov abrod nal tous hAAous évedelxvvro Katryopay. Corn. Nep). 
Vit. Timol. 4, ‘veniebat autem in theatrum (Syracusis) cam ibi 
concilium populi haberetur.” Tacit. Hist. ii. 80, 6, de Vespa- 
siano: ‘tum Antiochensium theatrum ingressus, ubi illis con- 
sultare mos est.’’’ Juvenal (x. 128) describes Demosthenes as 
‘* pleni moderantem freena theatri.” Wetst. p. 585. 

The remains of the Theatre at Ephesus, which was one of 
the largest in the world, were seen by Dr. Chandler, and the site 
is still distinguishable. Cp. Fellowes, Asia Minor, p. 274. 

— Tdiov}] Caius. It would appear that four different persons, 
bearing this common name, are mentioned in the New Testament. 

Caius of Macedonia, here; Caius of Derbe (xx. 4); Caius of 
Corinth, whom Paul baptized, and who is called his évos (1 Cor. 
i. 14. Rom. xvi. 23); Caius, the beloved, to whom St. John ad- 
dresses his third Epistle. 

— "Aplotrapxoy) Aristarchus. See Acts xx. 4; xxvii. 2, after- 
wards imprisoned with St. Paul, Col. iv. 10. Cp. Philem. 24. 

— ovvexdfhyuous] companions in travel. cvvodcixdpous, Hesych. 

81. *Aciapxav] Asiarchs; the Presidents of the heathen games 
chosen from the principal citizens of Asia, the ‘“‘ Commune Asie,”’ 
i.e. of the region of which Ephesus was the head. The following 
is from Kwin., ‘‘ Horum munus erat, in honorem deorum et im- 


136 


ACTS XIX. 32—97. 


la) : . » 
TéepWavrTes TpOs avToV TapEeKadAouy p71) Sovvar €avTov els TO Déarpov. *”Addot 
S > » ¥ “ € 3 4 [4 ‘ e rv ? 2 
pev ovv addo Tt expalov, Hv yap % éexxdyoia ovyKeyupevyn, Kat ot melous oviK 


33 "Ex 5€ Tov oxdov mpoceBiBacay 


"AeEavSpov, rpoBaddvtwy avtov tav “Iovdaiwy 6 Sé *"Adéfavdpos xaraceioas 


34° Ervyvovres dé€ ore Iovoatos €ott, 


dur) éyévero pia éx tavrav as émt apas Sv0 Kpaldvrwv, Meyddyn 7 “Aprepis 


5 Karaoctetikas 5€ 6 ypappareds Tov oxdov dyciv, Avdpes “Edéaton, tis yap 
eat avOpwros ds ov ywooKe THY "Edeviwy mod vewkdpov ovaay THS peyahns 
> | ra 5 “Q a) A 36 b | 9e@ 7 > ¥ 6 5 ‘4 9 x 
Aptém.oos Kat Tov Avomerous ; AvavTippytwv ovv ovtwy TovTwY, O€ov EOTLY 


y 4 9 4 
weh.12.17, deoay Tivos evexey cuvednrAVOecayr. 
& 21. 40. 
THY xElpa nOedev arrodoyeio Oar TO Sy. 
"Edeciov. 
eon , e +? \ x Se ‘ ’ 
x Prov. 4.29, UGS KaTecTaduevous UTapyeE, Kat *pndév mpoTeTes mparrew. 
y ch. 25. 8. 


37° Hyayere 


yap Tovs avdpas TovTous, ovre ’ iepoavAous ovre BXargynpovvras THY Dedov vpav. 





peratoris Romani, quotannis ludos theatrales, suis sumptibus (ut 
Romee edilium) edere, unde nonnisi opulentiores hanc provinciam 
subire poterant. Munus Asiarche annuum erat. Eligebantur 
hoc modo ; initio cujusque anni, i.e. sub equinoctium autum- 
nale, singulse urbes Asie concionem habebant, in qué uni ex suis 
civibus "Aciapxlas honorem deferebant. Tum unaqueeque civitas 
legatum in certam urbem mittebat Asis proconsularis primariam, 
quales erant Ephesus, Smyrna, Sardes, ad 7d xoiwdy, commune 
gentis concilium, qui nomen ejus, qui domi electus erat, publicé 
renuotiaret. Ex his quos singule urbes Asiee Asiarchas nomina- 
verant, synedri nonnisi decem Asiarchas designabant, et ex horum 
numero Proconsul Romanus summum sacrorum preefectum elige- 
bat. Asiarche porro, ut ex monumentis liquet, non semper 
Ephesi, ut existimarunt nonnulli, sed in aliis etiam civitatibus, 
sedem suam habebant, ubi communia Asie sacra habebantur, 
veluti Smyrne, Cyzici. Eo autem tempore, quo Paulus Ephesi 
commorabatur, Asiarcha cum collegis ibi sedem habebat, ab eoque 
ludi editi sunt.”’ 

Compare the account of S. Polycarp’s martyrdom at 
Smyrna, c. 12 (in Patres Apostol. ed. Jacobson, and the notes, 
vol. ii. pp. 614, 615, ed. 2). There an Asiarch Philip, as Pre- 
sident of the games, is requested to let loose the lion against 
Polycarp, but declines to do so. And now the Asiarchs are desi- 
rous to save Paul from the violence of the people. Perhaps he 
alludes to this circumstance, when he says, xar’ &vOpwwov éy 
"Egday eOnpioudynoa (1 Cor. xv. 32), i. e. as far as I myself was 
concerned, I fought with beasts at Ephesus, but God delivered me. 
See Chrys. in Caten. here, p. 323. 

The mention of the Asiarchs as present here, may perhaps 
intimate that this uproar took place at the time of the public 
religious games; when Demetrius could reckon on 4 more than 
ordinary manifestation of religious zeal in behalf of the patron 
goddess of Ephesus. 

— bres arg gira] being friends to him. A remarkable 
circumstance. The Apostle of the Gentiles has friends among 
the Presidents of the religious games in bonour of Artemis. He 
converts an Areopagite at Athens (xvii. 34), baptizes an ’Apxi- 
guvdyoryos at Corinth (xviii. 8.17. 1 Cor. i. 14), and has made a 
favourable impression on some of the Asiarchs at Ephesus; and 
has friends in Ceesar’s household at Rome (Phil. iv. 22), —a proof 
of his courage and charity, and of the truth of his cause; and of 
the power with which it penetrated into, and leavened, all classes 
of society. 

An evidence this (as Paley has remarked) of St. Luke’s 
veracity. He says that some of the Asiarchs were friendly to 
St. Paul. He does not spend any time in accounting for this 
singular fact. He is at no pains to make it seem probable, but 
he states it simply and boldly, because it is érwe. 

This incident is also to be noticed as a proof of Providential 
dispensation, and pre-arrangement for the diffusion of the Gospel 
by the spread of the Roman arms. Ephesus was under Roman 
sway. The ancient gods of the nations were now vassals of 
Rome. Diana had been conquered by Cesar. Thus the influence 
of the Pagan Mythology on the minds of the upper classes was 
impaired, and they were more ready to receive a purer faith. See 
Bp. Pearson, QO. P. ii. 35; and above, Introduction, p. 9. 

33. *AActav3pov] Alexander, of whom as yet nothing had been 
said ; but perhaps he is the same as the Alexander mentioned by 
St. Paul in his Epistle to the Bishop of Ephesus (1 Tim. i. 19, 
20, where see note, and 2 Tim. iv. td). 

If so, he had apostatized from Christianity. Perhaps from 
the mention of his trade, xaAxeds, it may be inferred that he was 
connected by épyacla with the dpyupoxdwo: of v. 24; and thus we 
have a view suggested to us of the combination of the artificers 


and workers in metal, and all the large family of Tubal Cain 
(Gen. iv. 22), who supplied idols to Heathenism, against the pure 
faith of the Gospel. 

35. dypauparevs] the Recorder, the Custos Rotulorum, keeper 
of the archives of the city. 

See the Ephesian Coin in Akermann, p. 55, and below on o. 38. 

— vewxdpov] The word vewxdpos = (1) 5 ray vedy xopay, 4 
capwyv. (2) 6d Toy vedy xocpav, 2 xadAwni(wy. (3) a mar- 
guillier, or warden of atemple. (4) a votary and worshipper of a 
particular deity, as the patron of the city, &c. This is the mean- 
ing of the word here. 

St. Luke’s report of this speech is happily illustrated by the 
coins of Ephesus, in which we see representations of Artemis, 
circumscribed with the words ’Egeclwy Newxdpwy. See Aker- 
mann, p. 54, and note v. 38. 

This practice of Gentile superstition has also found its imi- 
tators in Christian times, where particular countries, cities, and in- 
dividuals, derive a title from a local or personal object of Devotion ; 

Thus Hungary is described as follows by a Roman-catholic 
divine: ‘“‘ Regnum hoc Hungarie, propter vetustissimam constan- 
temque Deipare venerationem, Mariani regni epitheton promeri- 
tum ’’ (Ab6é Jordanszky de Heresi abjurandé, 1822, p. 122). Cp. 
Bishop Buil, Serm. iv., ‘‘Such is the worship given to the 
Blessed Virgin by many, that they deserve to be called Mariani 
rather than Christiani.” 

It is remarkable that one of the spring months, correspond- 
ing to our May, was sacred to Artemis, at Ephesus, and called 
Artemision. See the ancient Ephesian inscription (in Boeckh, 
Corpus, 2954), SAov roy pijva dvaxcioOa: TY Oeg, KyerOa: 3t ras 
éopras, xal rhy ray "Apreuiclwy marfpyvpiv. And the month of 
May is now called, in a large part of Christendom, the ‘* Mois de 
Marie.” 

— Tis peydAns] the great. Elz. adds eas, which is not in 
A, B, D, E. This popular ellipsis is found in the romance of an 
Ephesian writer of the fifth century, Xenophon Ephesius, 1 (noé 
Xenophon’s Ephesiaca, as cited by some), ousiw thy wdrpioy 
nuty Oedy (see v. 37) thy peydAny "Epeclwy"Apreusw. This 
passage (quoted by Rosenm. p. 263) is also of interest as show- 
ing the continuance of the worship of Artemis fur some centuries 
after St. Paul’s visit. 

— Tov Atowetous] that fell from Jupiter. dyddparos, dep 
EveGey ex rod Aids S:alhAacOa (read xabdrAacOa, desiluisse) 
qovro. (Ammon.) So the wadaby Bpéras of Minerva Polias at 
Athens, called dpxatoy wal 8:owerés. See Pausan. i. 26, ohuy 
dort weceiy dx rou odpayod. Cp. Eurip. lph. Taur. 977, obpayov 
wéonpa. 

How great was the triumph achieved and the change after- 
ward wrought by Apostolic preaching in this great heathen and 
idolatrous City! They who boasted themselves votaries of the 
Goddess whom Asia and the World worshippeth ; they who cried 
out for two hours ‘‘ Great is Diana of the Ephesians,” and who 
adored the Image that fell down from Jupiter, the Father of 
the gods of heathenism, became worshippers of the Father of 
Lights, and of Jesus Christ, the express Image of His Person, 
Who came down from heaven for our salvation. And the City of 
Ephesus, which was the votary of the heathen goddess, was the 
residence of St. Paul for two years and a half, and the Episcopal See 
of his son in the faith, Timothy, and changed its name for that 
of the Christian Apostle, St. John, who wrote his Gospel there, 
and died and was buried there, and it bears that name to this day, 
Aio-soluk, so called from him, the G&yios @edAoyos, who wrote of 
the Everlasting Word becoming Flesh and dwelling among us. 

87. iepoodAous] (1) spoilers or profaners of temples. (2) sacrt- 
legious persons, as here. 
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— 6edv] So A, B, D**, E*, and others; and this is con- 
firmed by Xenophon, Ephes.i. See ». 35.—Eisz. dedy. 

88. dydpaio: Kyorra:] sc. tyeépas, court-days. Bos Ellips. v 
typdpa: dydpaos péw dorw 1) hudpa, ayopaios 5 6 ‘Epuijs b en} 
tijs &yopas. (Ammon. p. 4. Winer, § 6, p. 51.) 

Cp. Luke xxiv. 21, tplrnvy ratrnv nudépay ye: ohuepor. 
Assize-days, or court-days, come round, and Proconsuls attend, 
before whom the cause may be tried. It does not follow from 
these words that it was fhen the time of the sessions or assizes. 

The expression is a general one, and therefore the plural 
dv6trara: (Proconsuis) is used: ‘‘ Uno tempore, unus erat Pro- 
consul, sed Scriba dicit in plurali, de eo quod nunquam non esse 
soleat.”” (Bengel.) 

— dv0¢xaro:} The following ancient Inscription, of the age 
of Trajan, from an aqueduct at Ephesus (in Boeckh’s Corpus, No. 
2966, vol. ii. p. 606, and quoted by Howson, ii. 91), happily 


illustrates the accuracy of St. Luke’s language in speaking of 


Ephesus, 4 ¢:AordBarros *Edeclay Bovah, xal 6 NEQKOPOS 
AHMOZ (see here, vv. 30. 33. 35), xabiépwoay, éxl ANOTIIATOT 
(v. 38) Me8ovxalou Mpesxeivov, Wngicaudvov TiB. KA. "IraArxod, 
vo TPAMMATENS (v. 35) rou AHMOT. 

There is an Ephesian coin extant of the age of Nero with 
the inscription, "E¢(eolwv) AludxAp ’AovidAg ANOTTIATO: NEQ- 
KOPON. (Akermann, p. 55.) 


Cu. XX. 2. 8eAOuy 7d pdpn exeiva] having gone through 
those parts. Probably as far as Iilyricum. See the Epistle to 
the Romans, xv. 19, written from Hellas after the journey to 
Macedonia, to which he had come from Ephesus by Troas (see 
2 Cor. ii. 13), and to which Titus came to him from Corinth. 
“pa Paley, Hor. Paul. Ep. Rom. iv. p. 21. Howson, ii. 154. 

— ‘EAAdSa] Hellas. Southern Greece distinguished from the 
Northern, or Macedonia, which contained Macedonia Proper, 
Illyricum, Epirus, and Thessaly. See xvi. 9, 10. 12. 

This is the only place where the word ‘EAAds occurs in the 
New Testament ;—a memorial of its grandeur before it was merged 
in the Roman province of Achaia. Perhsps in this wider circuit 
St. Paul visited the countries on the west of the mountain-chain 
of Pindus in his descent southward from Illyricum. 

3. driBovAjs] lying-in-wait ; from malice, and perhaps, also, 
on account of the collection of money which he carried with him. 

4. Xéwarpos}] Sopater; probably the same as Sosipater, Rom. 
xvi. 21. 

— Mépfov] Not in Eiz., but in A, B, D, E, and in many 
Cursives, and received by Lachm., Tisch., Born., Alford. 

— Tiyd0cos] Timotheus of Lystra, xvi. 1. 

— Téxixos] Tychicus, mentioned therefore by St. Paul in 
writing to the *Aciayvol. See Eph. vi. 21. Col. iv. 7. 2 Tim. 
iv. 12. 

Elz. and most editions have Tvxixds. But in proper names 
the accent is thrown back, which would have been otherwise on 
the last syllable. Thus in the New Testament we have 'Exalveros, 
not -rds, S{Arros, not -Tds, “Epacros, not -rds. Cf. Winer, § 6, 

49. 

The word XPIZTOZ forms a signal and almost unique ex- 
ception to this rule; as if it was the desire of those who used it, to 
remind themselves and others of its etymology. 

— Tpdpies] Trophimus, ot Lphesus,—with St. Paul at Jeru- 

Vou. I.—Parr II. 
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Eph. 6, 21. 
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ch. 16. 8. 
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salem, xxi. 29; and left by him at Miletus on his last visit to 
eee 2 Tim. iv. 20. 
5. o&ro:] Therefore none of these persons, here specified, can 
nace been the author of the Acts. 
ypas| us. St. Luke alone therefore, it seems, was in the 
éonipany of St. Paul, between Corinth and Tyoas. 

For an important deduction from this circumstance see 
2 Cor. viii. 18. 

Almost imperceptibly does the blessed Evangelist glide into 
St. Paul’s company, and how unobtrusively does he intimate his 
own fellowship in labour and suffering with him! See above, 
xvi, 10. 

Contrast with this modest silence the eulogistic declaration of 
St. Paul concerning his faithful companion St. Luke, Aoveas 6 
larpds, 6 ayaxnrds (Col. iv. 14); and Aovxas dor: wdvos per’ 
¢uot (2 Tim. iv. 11), ‘ Let another praise thee, and not thine own 
lips’ (Prov. xxvii. 2). 

If there be a code of gentle demeanour, good breeding, 
courteous manners, and refined delicacy in the world, surely it 
is the New Testament. 

— dy Tpwdd:] at Troas. It is observable, that they waited for 
St. Paul and St. Luke af Tyoas, the place where he seems to have 
joined St. Paul in the first instance. See xvi. 8. 11. 

Henceforth St. Luke seems to have remained with St. Paul 
till the end of the time comprehended in the Acts of the Apostles. 

St. Luke appears to have been left by St. Paul at Philippi 
(see xvi. 16. 40; xvii. 1), and to have rejoined the Apostle in that 
neighbourhood. 

It was St. Paul’s practice, after he had planted the Gospel, 
to leave some persons behind bim to water it. Thus he left Silas 
and Timotheus at Beroea, xvii. 14, aud Aquila and Priscilla at 
Ephesus, xviii. 19, and Titus in Crete, Titusi.5; cp. 1 Tim. i. 3. 
And perhaps this is what is implied of Erastus, 2 Tim. iv. 20, 
“Eparros Euesvev ev Koply@y, he abode there to watch over the 
Church, and to endure patiently what he might be required to 
suffer for it. 

Probably St. Luke was entrusted with similar duties at Phi- 
lippi, and in its neighbourhood. From Macedonia, it seems, St. 
Luke was sent together with Titus by St. Paul, with the Second 
Epistle to the Corinthians ; and he waited at Corinth for St. Paul ; 


-and thence accompanied him with the collection of alms for the 


ead Christians at Jerusalem, and from Jerusalem went with 
im to Ceesarea, and thence eventually to Rome. See note on 
2 Cor. viii. 18. 

6. werd ras Hudpas Tav A(duer] after the days of unleavened 
bread. Observe the minute specification of days in this journey 
from Philippi to Jerusalem. There are two limits marked,—the 
days of Unleavened Bread at Philippi (xx. 6), and the Feast of 
Pentecost at Jerusalem (xx. 16; xxi. 15), with an interval of about 
seven weeks between them. It seems that it is intended to be 
inferred from the mention of his stay at Philippi at the Passover, 
that St. Paul did not feel himself obliged to attend the great fes- 
tivals of the Levitical Ritual at Jerusalem. And yet he was de- 
sirous of doing so on certain occasions, to show that he did not, 
under existing circumstances, disparage the observance of the 
Ceremonial Law. Cp. xviii. 21. 

The days of Unleavened Bread had now been changed into 
the Christian Easter; and perhaps he stayed at mee in order 
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to celebrate there the annual Festival of Christ’s Resurrection 
with the Philippian Church. We find also here a mention of 
the celebration of the weekly Festival of the Resurrection, at Troas 
(see v. 7). 

There are also two notices of a stay of seven days in this 
journey (see xx. 6, and xxi. 4), which may perhaps have a refer- 
ence to the observance of the Christian Sunday. Cp. note below, 
Rev. i. 10. 

— lypis %. ©] at the end of five days.—“ Insolens forma 
loquendi pro Greecorum more weurtaio.”’ (Valek.) 

— Hpdpas érrd] seven days; a term thrice mentioned in the 
Acts as the period of St. Paul’s stay (xxi. 4; xxviii. 14). See 
last note but one. 

7. cuvryudvey hay] when we had been gathered together. 
For dyer Elz. has rav padnréy; but judy is found in A, B, D, 
KE, and many Cursives and Versions, and has been received by 
Lachm., Tisch., Born., and Alf.—Eiz. has also rot before xAdoai, 
but rod is not in A, B, E, G, and numerous Cursives. 

It may be added here, that in v. 8, for Fuew Elz. has foray, 
but quer is in A, B, D, E, G, H. This reading, and jue in 
v. 7, are deserving of notice, as showing that St. Luke was present 
at what he describes; that he joined in the Holy Communion ad- 
ministered on that Lord’s Day, and heard the Sermon of 8t. Paul, 
and saw Kutychus raised from the dead. 

Observe the word cuynypévwr. They were not summoned, 
but came together, met for a stated religious purpose. Hence 
the word Zévatis. Cp. éricuvayeryh, for Public Worship, Heb. 
x. 25, a word connected with the Zuvaywyh of the Elder Church 
oe word christianized by the Apostles. See note on 

ames ii. 2. 

Some learned writers have supposed (see Augustine, Epist. 
36, p. 117, and Howson, ch. xx. vol. ii. p. 256) that the ula 
caBPdrwr here mentioned is the evening which succeeded the 
Jewish Sabbath, and that St. Paul set forth on his journey early 
on the Sunday morning (pp. 256 —259). 

But it appears to be more probable, that this meeting for 
breaking of bread took place on the evening of Sanday: Kvu- 
ptarh hy (says Chrys.), xal néxps pecorurtion thy Si8acxarlay 
dxrelvet, kal cuverdpate rhy doprhy 6 8idBodros, by the death of 
Eutychus; but this was overruled for the glory of God and the 
diffasion of the Gospel, by his restoration to life by St. Paul. Cp. 
Lewin’s remarks, pp. 589-—592. 

It appears, then, that this was a stated Day and Hour for 
Christian assemblies, not perhaps without some reference to the 
fact mentioned by St. John (xx. 19), concerning the first Lord’s 
Day of the Christian Church ; ‘‘ The same day at evening, being 
the firsi day of the week, came Jesus and stood in the midst, 
and saith unto them, Peace be unto you!” 

The Holy Supper was institated on an evening; and it was 
“toward evening ’’ when our Lord took bread and blessed it, and 
gave it to the two disciples at Emmaus (Luke xxiv. 29, 30). 

It is not likely that St. Luke, writing for the use of Gentile 
Christians in all ages, should reckon his days from sunset, in the 
Jewish manner, especially when speaking of a Christian Festival. 
Even St. Matthew, writing more particularly for Jewish Chris- 
tians, says (xxviii. 1), dye caBSdrav, TH émigecnotcy els play 
caBBdrev. 

On the time of receiving the Holy Commanion, which varied 
in different Churches in ancient times, see Bingham, xiii. 9, and 
xv. 7. 

These things were done on the Lord’s Day (Chrys.). Ob- 
serve the intimation here given, that the primitive Christians 


Suareraypévos, pé\Nwv 


assembled specially on the Lord’s Day for the reception of the 
Holy Eucharist (see ii. 46), and for hearing of the Word. Cp. 
Routh, R. 8. i. 113. 120. 137. 180. 188. 224; ii. 4. 45. 240; 
iii. 100. 147. 157. 

Justin Martyr, in the second century (Apol. i. 85, p. 143, 
ed. Ashton, = § 67, p 269, ed. Otto) says, “On the day called 
Sunday, our common assembly of all who are in the cities and 
the country is held; and we read the Writings of the Apostles, 
and the Books of the Prophete.” Then he describes the Sermon ; 
and then the Administration of the Lord's Supper by the wpo- 
eotés and of Sideovo:; and the collection of alms for the Poor. 
He adds, ‘“ We all aseemble together in common on the day 
called Sunday, because it is the day on which God created the 
world out of darkness and 8A», and on which Jesus Christ our 
Saviour arose from the dead ; for on the day before Saturday they 
crucified Him, and on the day after Saturday He arose from the 
grave, and taught His Apostles and disciples those things which 
we have delivered to you, for your consideration.” 

In the two preceding Chapters, Justin M. speaks distinctly 
of the two Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper. And 
beginning with this description in the Acts of the Apostles, we 
may trace through his Apology, written less than fifty years after 
St. John’s death, a clear stream of teaching concerning primitive 
Christian Worship and Ritual. 

On the institution and obligation of the Lonp’s Dar, see 
also above on Matt. xxviii. 1. Luke xxiii. 56; xxiv. 1. John 
xx. 26. Heb. iv. 9. 

8. Aaurddes] lamps. See Matt. xxv. 1. The miracle here re- 
lated was wrought at night, but the mention of the lamps shows 
that those who were present could see it done. They could see 
Eutychus fall, and perhaps they took some of the lamps down 
with St. Paul, and saw the dead restored to life. 

9. xafe(éuevos}] So A, B, D, E, and several Cursives. Eis. 
xabhpevos. 

— tpordyov] the third story: “tabulate tertia,’”’ Juvenal 
iii. 199 


10. éwéwecey] he fell upon him. “Hoc gestu non est usus 
Christus ; est autem co usus Elias, Elisseus, Paulus.” (Bengei.) 

ll. 7d» Bprov] Observe the article—‘ the bread,’ or loaf, i.e. 
of the Holy Eucharist. 

Biz. has not the article, but it isin A, B, C, D*, and has 
been received by Lachm., T¥sch., Bornemann, Alford. 

The disciples had met fo break bread (v. 7). St. Paul 
preaches till midnight. Eutychus falls from the window of the 
third story. Paul descends from the érepgoy, and revives him, 
and returns to break fhe bread; and after the breaking of the 
bread he has a repast (yeverai, see x. 10), and converses till 
dawn, and departs on the morrow, i.e. on Monday morning. 
See on v. 7. 

18. “Agcov] Assos, in Mysia, twenty-four Roman miles south 
of Troas. Pausan. Eliac. ii. 4. 

It was a difficult place of access ; in allusion to which circum- 
stance Nicostratus, a «:@apiorhs, applied to it the line of Homer, 
—with a play upon the double meaning of the words decor and 
kocov,—Accoyv 18, &s xev Carcov br¢0pou welpaf’ Tena: (Tliad, 
¢. 143). By a singular error, the Vulgate has confounded the 
meaning of the word decoy (nearer) in cap. xxvii. 13 with the 
name of this place, Assos, rendering that verse, ‘(cum sustu- 
lissent de Asson ;”’ and so Luther and others. 

— hy d:areraypdvos| he had arranged. ‘ Significatio media. 
oo enim = ipee.”” (Bengel.) See on xiii. 48. Winer, 
§ 39, p. 234. 
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16, xexplxe:] So A, B, C, D, E.—Eiz. Expwe. 

17—36.}] This Book,—the Acts of the Apostles,—is like a 
Divine Pandect of sacred specimens of Ecclesiastical Offices. 

We have had an Apostolic specimen of Confirmation (above, 
viii. 14—17; xix. 6), and of the Administration of the Holy 
Communion, and of Preaching on the Lord’s Day in a stated 
place of religious assembly (xx. 7), and we have evidence of many 
Presbytere settled in a City to feed the Church of God, and we 
see in this Address of St. Paul at Miletus an Apostolic pattern 
of an Episcopal Charge to the Clergy, at Visitations, or Diocesan 
Synods. 

17. robs xpexBurépovs] the Presbyters, from Ephesus, which, 
as a large City, many Presbyters (see xiv. 23); but they 
were subject, if not now, soon after, to one head, Timothy 
(1 Tim. i. 3), who had oversight of their doctrine (i. 3, 4. 1 Tim. 
v. 17—19), and performed the office of ordaining Presbyters and 
Deacons (1 Tim. iii. 1—10. 15; v.22). Cp. Rev. ii. 1. Jgnat. 
ad Ephes. § 1, where Ephesus has an éwloxowos, and also, § 5, a 
apeaBurépioy, 8 curhppoora: Te érionéay, &s xop8al xiOdpq, and 
Sidxcovor, § 2. 

18. éxloracde] ye know. A modest word—underrating the 
effect of his own labours. See on xix. 15. 

19. SovrAedwy rE Kuply] serving the Lord. Cp. Rom. xii. 11. 

— pera xdons tax.) He uses the same words in his Epistle 
to the Ephesians, iv. 2. 

— Baxpter) Elz. has roAAGy before Saxptar; but it is not 
in A, D, E, and many Cursives and Versions. 

20, obSt» bweore:Aduny] The metaphor, reintroduced v. 27, 
is taken from Navigation ; and was therefore appropriate at a sea- 
port, Miletus, and in the mouth of one now on a voyage, and 
addressing persons who had come from the great commercial city 
Ephesus. An internal evidence of truth. The Apostle St. Paul, 
by this metaphor, compares the Church to a Ship, and himself to 
a Mariner or Captain of it, and the doctrines of the Gospel to its 
sails; and he says that he oddty érecrelAaro, lowered or reefed 
none of its canvas, but spread it all out boldly to the sun and 
wind, so as to conceal nothing, but to display the whole, and to 
give his hearers a perfect wAnpogop{a of faith (see on Luke i. 1. 
Col. ii. 2; iv. 12), in their course over the sea of this world to the 
haven of life everlasting. 

For this nautical use of drorrdAAopa:,—dwoordAAeoOas TA 
lorla, see Pindar, in Passow, Lexic.; and compare the Apostle’s 
use of the nautical word oreAAduevo: in his Epistle to the mari- 
time cities Thessalonica (2 Thess. iii. 6) and Corinth (2 Cor. 
viii. 20). See also 2 Thess. ii. 2. 

22. Bedeudvor rg xvebpar:) Some (e.g. Meyer) interpret 
this ‘constrained by my own spirit.’ Others (Howson, ii. 269), 


‘a prisoner in spirit, not in body.’ The more ancient interpreters 
(see Chrys., Theophyl., Clem.) explain it, dound by the Holy 
Spirit. As Didymue says (in n. p. 333), “ He that is united 
to the Holy Ghost is bound in Him; he is the prisoner of Christ ; 
in these chains he rejoices, he wears them as ornaments’’ (xvev- 
parixods papyaplras. Ignatius, Eph. § 11). They are bands 
of love. He bears in his body the marks of the Lord Jesus (Gal. 
vi. 17), and dies daily (1 Cor. xv. 31). Paul was now going up 
to Jerusalem to the Anniversary of the Descent of the Holy 
Ghost (v. 16). And as if his mind was dwelling on that event, 
he refers to the operations of the Holy Spirit in his speech, 
vv. 28. 28. 

The Vulgate well renders it, alligatue Spiritu, constrained 
and carried by the Holy Ghost. Perhaps it is a metaphor derived 
from the practice of chaining prisoners to their keepers (see xii. 6 ; 
xxi. 33), who carried them to a particular place. Thus Ignat. ad 
Rom. 5, ard Zuplas péxps ‘Pduns Onpiopaxe SeSendvos Séxa 
Acowdp8a:s. So St. Paul was now carried as a prisoner to Jeru- 
salem,—but it was by the Holy Ghost. This explains his conduct 
in reference to the revelations described in xxi. 4. 

It also shows that St. Paul did not ran into hazards with- . 
out Divine guidance. As Chrys. says, obx é¢mi rods xivdévous 
plaray daurds, arr’ iryobpevos rou wvetpartos elva: rd 
apéorayua See further on this verse, the note on xzi. 4. 

23. yo:] tome. So A, B, C, D, E, and many Cursives and 
Versions. Elz. omits zo:. The pronoun is important, as showing 
that this prophecy mef St. Paul on his arrival at different Cities 
in succession. 

— aé¢yov] D, E, G, and many Cursives, have A¢ywy, mascu- 
deration. 


— 6aAlpes] affictions. Compare the Epistle to the Romans, 
xv. 30, where he asks their prayers that he may be delivered from 
them that do not believe in Judea, and that he may come to 
Rome. See Paley, Hor. Paul. pp. 22—24. 

24. pera xapas] with joy. Omitted by A, B, D, and some 
Cursives and Versions; perhaps rightly. 

25. dyd ol8a S71 obedri Speobe x.7.A.] I know that ye ali will 
see my face no more. See v.38. It has been argued from 2 Tim. 
iv. 13—20, where St. Paul speaks of being at Miletus after this, 
that he was not here divinely inspired, but was mistaken in this 
anticipation; and this, it is ee accounted for from vv. 22, 23, 
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where he confesses that he did not know what would happen to 
him at Jerusalem ; 

But it was one thing to say that he did not know what 
would happen to him at a particular place, and it would have been 
another thing to say that something would nof happen which did 
happen ; 

His words are, obxér: SperGe 1d xapdowedy pov bueis wdy- 
vT¢s,—and he might easily have touched again at Miletus without 
ever seeing all or any of the Presbylers of Ephesus. Besides, as 
Bengel observes, ‘‘ Rediit Roma in Asiam compluribus post annis 
Apostolus, sed intereaé defuncti alidve delati sunt feré omnes isti.”’ 
It may indeed be inferred, that he never revisited Ephesus after 
this time, or only after a long interval. Cp. on 1 Tim. iii. 14. 

— rhy Bacirclay} the kingdom. So A,B,C. Elz. adds roi 
Geo, D rot "Inootd: 4 BacAela, the Kingdom, is emphatic, as in 
Matt. viii. 12; xxiv. 14; and 7d S8vopa, the name, Acts v. 41. 
So 7 650s, xix. 23, the way. All these are significant of the 
truth,—that there is no other Kingdom which will remain, but 
that of God; no other Name, by which men are to be saved, than 
that of Christ; no other Way which can lead us to heaven, but 
that of the Gospel. Cp. note below, 1 John ii. 6. 

26. xabapds éyé] pure am I. So A, G, H, and most Cursives, 
and Tisch., reading éyé, and not elu:, which is in B, C, D, E. 

27. ébwerre:Aduny] On the nautical metaphor here, see v. 20. 

— xacay Thy BovAthy tot @eov] all the counsel of God: re- 
asserted from v. 20. A strong passage against the ‘‘ Doctrine of 
Development.” St. Paul says that he would not have been pure 
from their blood, i.e. he would have been guilty of destroying 
their souls, if in the time he had been at Ephesus, less than three 
years (v. 31), he had not declared to them “ the whole counsel 
of God.”” Cp. Eph. i. 11. 

What would he say, if he heard, that now, after the Church 
has been in the world 1800 years, a new article of faith has been 
declared, and an addition been made by men to the “ whole 
counsel of God?” Cp. Gal. i. 8. 


28. xpocéxere odv—aluaros}] An exposition of this text, and’ 


an interesting application of it to the circumstances of the Church 
of England, may be seen in the Latin Concio of Bp. Andrewes, 
then a Presbyter, to the Convocation of the Province of Canter- 
bury, in 1593. Latin Works, p. 29. 

— 1d Ivedpa rd Eyiov Uero)] the Holy Ghost made you over- 
seers. Another assertion of the Divinity and Personality of the 
Holy Ghost (see v. 3; viii. 29; xiii. 2.4), and of His Divine 
office in Ordinations. See above on xiii. 2—4. 

— éricxérous] overseers. Every xpecBtrepos is an éxicxomos 
Tou woimylov, an overseer of the flock committed to his charge; 
but the éxloxowos is also an overseer of other Pastors; which a 
Presbyter is not. See below, the note before 1 Tim. iii. 

S. Irenaeus (iii. 14), indeed, supposes that some Bishops as 
. well as Presbyters were present, and that St. Paul addresses them ; 
‘‘ Paulus in Mileto convocatis Episcopis et Presbyteris qui erant 
ab Epheso et a reliquis proximis civitatibus,”’ &c. So Ammo- 
nius here, who gives also the other exposition; and cp. Professor 
Blunt, who says, p. 51, ‘* Paul sent for the Elders of the Church 
of Ephesus, or its Bishops, or rather both, to attend him at 
Miletus,’”” and who observes that the authority of Jrenceus is of 
more value here, from his connexion with Polycarp and the 
neighbourhood. 

However, it is certain, that some of these éx{cxoro:, if not 
all, were presbyters. 

On the subsequent restriction of the word 'Exfaxomos to the 
highest of the Three Orders of the Christian Ministry, see Dr. 
Bentley (upon Freethinking, Camb. 1743, pp. 136, 137), ‘‘ They 
(the Bishops), with all Christian antiquity, never thought them- 
selves and their order to succeed the Scripture 'Exloxowo:, but 
the Scripture ’AwdoroAo:: they were dSid80x0: TaY "AnooréAwys, 
the successors of the Apostles. 

‘‘ The sum of the matter is this:—Though new institutions 
are formed, new words are not coined for them, but old ones 
borrowed and applied. ’‘Emloxuwos, whose general idea is over- 
seer, was @ word in use long before Christianity; a word of 
universal relation to ceconomical, civil, military, naval, judicial, 
and religious matters. 

‘‘ This word was assumed to denote the governing and pre- 
siding persons of the Church, as A:dxovos (another word of vulgar 
and diffused use) to denote the ministerial. 


‘‘The Presbyters, therefore, while the Apostles lived, were 
"Exloxoxo:, overseers. But the Apostles, in foresight of their 
approaching martyrdom, having selected and appointed their suc- 
cessors in the several cities and communities (as St. Paul did 
Timothy at Ephesus, and Titus at Crete, a.p. 64, four years 
before his death), what name were these successors to be called 
by? not ’ArderoAo, Aposties ; their modesty, as it seems, made 
them refuse it: they would keep that name proper and sacred to 
the first extraordinary messengers of Christ, though they really 
succeeded them in their office, in due part and measure, as the 
ordinary governors of the Churches. 

‘‘ It was agreed, therefore, over all Christendom at once, in 

the very next generation after the Apostles, to assign and appro- 
priate to them the word 'Exicxomwos, or Bishop. From that time 
to this, that appellation, which before included a Presbyter, has 
been restrained to a superior order. And here’s nothing in all 
this but what hus happened in all languages and communities in 
the world. See the Notitia of the Roman and Greek Empires, 
and you'll scarce find one name of any state employment that in 
course of time did not vary from its primitive signification.” 
_ — Thy dendnclay tov Gcov| the Church of God, which He 
purchased with His own blood. On the purchase of the Church 
by the price of Christ’s blood, see 1 Cor. vi. 20. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 
Rev. v. 9. 

As to the reading of this passage, it is to be observed, that 
B and many cursives, and Vulg., and the Syriac, and Chrys., and 
Basil, and Epiphanius, and Ambrose have @cov; and this reading 
is peceived by Eiz., Mill, Whitby, Bengel, Knapp, Rinck, Scholz, 
Alford, Bloomf. And so Bp. Pearson, Art. ii. p. 241. 

Other MSS. have Kuypiou (not @eod), icularly A, C*, D, E, 
and the Coptic, Sahidic, Armenian Versions, and Irenaeus 
(iii. 14), Didymus (de Spir. § 2), Hused. (in Esa. xxxv. 9), 
Cyril Alex. (Mai viii. pt. 2, pp. 125, 6), Jerome and Augustine ; 
and this reading is pref by Lachm., Tisch., Bornemann, 
Olshausen, Davidson, Meyer, Hackett, and Tregelles, p. 233. 

Others, C***, G, H, and more than 100 Cursive MSS. have 
Kuplov xa) @eov, and this reading is preferred by Venema and 
Valckenaer. — 


The choice seems to be between Kuplov and @eoi. 
evidence for each is strong. 

It may be remarked that St. Luke uses the word Kupios in 
application to Christ, as appointing and ordaining the Ministers 
of His Church, as here. See on Luke x. 1. 

And in support of Kupiou, it may also be urged that the 
word Képios would mark His Lordship and Dominion over her, as 
His Household and Kingdom ; and would be a happy preparation 
for the term by which the éxxAnola was to be deacribed, i.e. 
Kupiaxh, Church, the spouse and body of the Kupios, and pur- 
chased and purified by Hie blood. See above, ii. 25. 36. * 

There would also be a memento here to Bishops and Pastors 
—that they are not to consider the éxxAnola as their own, but 
as Christ's, and that they are not xaraxupiedery, dominari, over 
what is row Kuplov, Domini. 1 Pet. v. 3. 

On the other hand—in behalf of the other reading, rov 
@cot,—it appears (as Whitby observes, p. 489), that St. Paul 
never uses the phrase 4) éxxAnola tov Kuplov, whereas he often 
employs the words 4 éxxAngla rot @eov. See 1 Cor. i. 2; x. 32; 
xi. 16. 22; xv. 9. 2Cor. i. 1. Gal i. 13. 1 Thess. ii. 14. 
2 Thess. i. 4. 1 Tim. iii. 5. 15. 

The matter reduces itself to this question, 

Is it more likely that @eot should have been altered by 
Copyists into Kuplov, or Kuplov be altered into @cot? 

Perhaps the former may seem the more probable alternative. 

(1) No one would have been staggered hy Kupfov, or have 
been inclined to change that reading. 

(2) But many might have been perplexed by @eov, with 
aluaros following it. 

(3) Some orthodox persons might think that it seemed to 
give some countenance to the Noetian or Sabellian heresy, which 
confounded the two Persons of the Father and the Son; or to the 
Eutychian Heresy, which confounded the two Natures of Christ 
in One; or to the Apollinarian, Theopaschite, and Patripassian, 
which imputed suffering to God,—and to God the Father. 

(4) It cannot, therefore, be concluded with some, that a 
change was made here from a theological bias. 

(5) It is also observable that the word Kuplos has been inter- 





ACTS XX. 29—35. 





141 


a 4 fe) 4 
Sua. Tov aipatos Tov idiov. *'’Eya olda om eicehevoovras pera Thy adueiv t2 Pet. 3.1. 


Matt. 7. 15, 


prov Avcou Bapeis eis Yas, yy Perddpevor Tov trousviou’ ™" Kal €€ dpav adrav ui Jom 2.19. 


dvaotycovray avdpes Aadodvres Steotpaypéva, Tod 
érigw avrav. *" Aw ypryopeire, pynpovevovtes 
neéepay ovx éravodpny peta Saxpiwy vovierav eva 
maparifewat vas, ddeddol, TH Bep, Kal TO Aéy~ THs ydpiTos avTod, To Suva- 


dmoomgy Tovs palynTas 
9 4 o \ 
OTL TpLETLAY VUKTA Kat Vch. 19. 10. 


g 
exactrov. =" Kat rayup web-9. 31. 
Eph. 1. 18. 


pHévy oixobopjoa, Kat Sodva vpiy Kypovopiay éy Tois Hyiacpevos Tacw. 
33 x? A , aA id e “A We) Q > e 34 y > A 4 
pyuptov } xpuciov f inaricpod ovderds éreOiunoa: QUTOL YLWWOKETE x} Sam. 12. 8. 


Cor. 9. 12. 


9 a , Q a $ > 2 A ef , e 2 * 2 Cor. 11.9 
OTL TALS Xpcrats jfLov, Kat TOLLS OVCGL p-ET €jLov, VIN pETHO QV at XELpES aAuTat. oF, 12. v. 


& 12. 33. 


5 *TWavra vrddeaka viv, ore ovtw Kkomumvras Set avTiiapBaverbar tav acbe- 1%." 3, 


so 1Thees. 2. 9, 


4 4 ”~ 4 ” a > ~ 9 2 A 
yOUVTWY, LVnpLoveve TE TwWV Aoywr TOV Kupiov Inaov, ort avros ele, Maxd- 2 thes 3.8. 


plov €ore paddov Siddvar 7 Aap Bavew. 


z 1 Cor. 9. 12. 





polated, in connexion with "ExxAygla, in Eph. v. 29, where 
A, B, D*, F, G have Xpiords. 

(6) It has been said that the testimony of Athanasius is 
opposed to the reading of @cov. But this allegation is groundless. 
His words are (contr. Apollinarium, ii. 8 14, vol. i. p. 788), 
obdanod alua @eod 8lya capads wapadeddxacw al -ypapal, 4 
Gedy 5a capxds wabdyra Kal dvarrdyra. “‘Apecavay rd ToLavTA 
ToAuhpara, éwe:dy phre Gedy dAnOivov roy vidy Tov @eov dpodo- 
yovoty, al 5 Ayia: ypapal ev cap) @eod nal capnds Geov dyGpérov 
*vyevoudvou alua nal wd00s Kal dvdoracw Knpbrrovot. 

Athanasius is controverting the Apoilinarian error that the 
Godhead itself suffered, and he asserts that the Scriptures have 
no where predicated ta us the blood of Gnd without the flesh ; 
or that God suffered in the flesh (some read 8{ya capxds here, 
and it may be the true reading): the older editions have 3a 
caprds for 5{x a capxds in the preceding clause. 

Athanasius might have written these words, and yet have 
read here éxxAnclay 7oU @eot; for there is no representation, in 
the so read, of the alua @eod 8ixa capxds. St. Paul 
would thus say, “the Church of God, which He (Who is Man as 
well as God) purcbased with His own Blood.” 

(7) The argument from St. Paul’s use of 'ExxAngla @eoi, 
and his non-use of "ExxAnola Kuplov, confirms the same con- 
clusion. 

(8) It is probable that this passage gave occasion to the sub- 
sequent use of the still bolder expression alua @ecod in other 
writers, particularly Ignatius, writing to the same Church,—the 
Ephesian,—as that whose presbyters were now addressed by 
St. Paul, Eph. i. So Tertullian, ad Uxor. ii. 3, “ Sanguine Dei.” 
Clem. Alex. ‘‘ Quis dives,”’ &c., c. 34, aluar: @eot raids. Cp. 
Ignat. ad Rom. 6, &perd we pipnthy elva: rou wd0ous Tov Geot 
pou, where some copyists have inserted Xpioroi, to give ease to 
the phrase, as here. And cp. Jacobson in Clem. Rom. 2, p. FS. 
See also Wetstein here, p. 596, and the note in Catend, p. 338, 
where it is said, ‘‘ Many of weak minds, or of perverse opinions, 
speak evil of those who use the terms gaya xal alua Geo 7d 
corhpiov, but they may hear what our Lord says; and then re- 
ference is made to John vi. 35. 48. 53, and the conclusion is, Do 
not scruple at the words alua xal cia Oeot 7d cwrhpioy, as the 
Jews do; for by it thou hast been redeemed and art become a eon of 
God, and an heir of life everlasting.” And as to the doctrine 
thus taught Bede says, ‘““Non dubitat sanguinem Dei dicere 
propter unionem persone in duobus paturis Ejusdem Jesu Christi, 
propter quam etiam dictum, Filius Hominis Qui est in ccelo.” 
(John iii. 13.) ‘ Christ our Saviour is ‘ Agnus Dei,’” says Bp. 
Sanderson, i. 196. ‘‘ He is also ‘ Agnus Deus ;’ He is God, the 
Son of God, Very God of Very God; and it is this dignity of His 
Nature especially, and not His Innocency only, that setteth such 
# value upon His Blood that it is of an infinite price, of infinite 
merit, able to satisfy an infinite justice, and to appease an infinite 
wrath.” See also Waterland on the Trinity, c. 2, p. 39, who 
approves @eotv; and likewise Blunt on the Early Fathers, p. 466. 
Cp. Titus ii. 13, 14. 

On the word wepiewotfcaro, purchased for Himself, see 
Eph. i. 14. 

ae Tov aluaros 70d i8lov] So A, B, C, D, E, and many Cur- 
sives. Elz. has 3:4 rov ldlov aluaros. 

29. é¢yé] Elz. adds ydp; and inserts rovro after ola, which 
are not in A, B, C, 

— pit] sometimes ‘arrival,’ sometimes departure, as here. 
See examples in Kuin. adxo8nulay, Chrys. 

— Av«os Bapets} See on 1 Tim. v. 20. 

80. ¢ dudv) of yourselves. Hymenus, Alexander, and the 
Nicolaitans, 1 Tim. i. 20. Rev. ii.6. Phygellus and Hermogenes, 


2 Tim. i. 15. See especially St. John’s Epistle, written probably 
at Ephesus, 1 John ii. 19, ‘‘ they went out from wus” (€ tyuav), 
&c., which announces the fulfilment of St. Paul’s prophecy. See 
the note there; and the Introduction to that Epistle, p. 99, and 
the nAte before the second chapter of St. Peter’s Second Epistle 
addressed to Christians of Asia. 

— Tobs pabyrds] the disciples—mine and yours, and Christ's. 

31. tpserlay] three years. Three months in the Synagogue, 
xix. 8; two years in the S¢hool of Tyrannus, xix. 10; and he 
passed through Macedonia and Achaia, where he remained three 
months, xx. 3. 

$2. rg Ady@ rhs xdprros] To His Word, of which the es- 
sential quality and characteristic is Grace. On this use of the 
Genilive, see note on Matt. xxii. 11 and James i. 25. 

.It is to be remarked, that ‘“‘the Word’ here is understood 
by some ancient Expositors to be Christ, who is “ full of Grace,"’ 
and from Whom all Grace has come to man. John i. 14. 16. 
Cp. 1 John i. 1, rot Adyou rijs (wis. 

And there is much that is personal here ascribed to the 
Aéyos. How can what is nof personal be said to give an In- 
heritance ? So Ammonius, who, from the addition of the participle 
Suvauévy in the singular, deduces an argument for the Unity of 
the Two Persons in one Godhead, as follows; 

Aclxvvaw, 871 6 Marhp nal Geds xal 6 robrov vids "Inaois, b 
@eod Adyos Eveio: (read é eicty, unum sunt)’ ov yap elwe, trois 
Suvaudvois wAnOuyrixés, GAN’ évingw dvduars Thy povadbtuchy 
otofay éofpaver, cindy ‘TE Suvapuévy.’ 

It is indeed taken for granted by many modern writers, that 
the title 6 Adyos is only applied by St. John to Christ. But this 
assertion may be questioned. See on Luke i. 2. Heb. iv. 12. 
James i. 18. 1 Pet. i. 23. 

If St. John had been already at Ephesus, this mode of 
speech would have been very appropriate there, as a testimony to 
the unity of the doctrine of the two Apostles St. Paul and St. 
John. And even if St. John had not been there, yet, as St. Paul 
spoke under the guidance of the same Spirit as inspired St. John, 
he might and would very fitly bequeath this parting benediction 
to the Ephesian Presbyters, testifying his own adhesion to the 
great doctrines concerning the Logos, which were afterwards to 
be preached more fully at Ephesus by St. John. 

— olxodonyjca) to build. So A, B, C, D, E,—a better reading 
than that of Elz., éxoixodonjoa. 

33. dpyuplov) silver. How natural was this disclaimer, now 
that St. Paul was carrying pecuniary funds to Jerusalem, col- 
lected at his instance in Galatia, Greece, and Italy for distribution 
to the poor Christians at Jerusalem! See 1 Cor. xvi. 1—3. 
2 Cor. viii. J—21; below, xxiv. 17, and on 2 Cor. viii. 18. 

— luaricpot)] raiment. Oriental wealth consisted partly in 
“changes of raiment,’’ Gen. xlv. 22. 2 Kings v. 5. 22. Hence 
the reference to the moth in warnings to the rich and worldly, 
Matt. vi. 19. James v.2. Cp. Hackett. 

34. Swnpérnoay al xeipes alra:] these hands ministered —. 
Compare his declaration, made at Ephesus, in 1 Cor. iv. 12, coms 
Guev epya(duero: rais [8las xepoi: and see Paley, H. P. p. 37. 

85. Sr: abrds elwe] that He Himself said. A saying alluded 
to by S. Clemens Rom. i. 2, and in Const. Apostol. iv. 3; and 
one of the few sayings of our Lord preserved elsewhere than in 
the Gospels. Cp. Grabe, Spicileg. i. pp. 14. 329. Fabricii Cod. 
Apocryph. N. T. i. pp. 321—334, ‘“‘ De dictis Christi que in 
Evangeliis non extant.” Korner, de Sermonibus Christi dypd- 
gos, Lips. 1776; and Routh, R. 8. i. 9, 10. 12. 29. 31. 471. 484. 

— pandpidy dors warAov] it ie blessed rather to give than to 
receive. So A, B, C, D, E, G.—Elz. places 3:3déva: before uaa. 
Aov. Another natural alusiun to what was now uppermost in 
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ACTS XX. 36—38. XXII. 1—11. 


%™ Kai radra eirav, Geis ta yovara abrov, ctv Tacw avtois tpoonvtaro. 
7 "Ixavos 6€ xdavOpss éyévero mavtwy Kat émureadvres éxi tov Tpdxndov Tou 
Ilavdou Karepidovy avrov ® dduvdpevor padiora éni TO Adyw @ elpyKer, ore 
ouxére péd\Aovor TO mpdcamov avTov Oewpew. Tpodreyrov 8 adbroy eis 70 
aotov. 

XXII. 1 ‘As d€ éy&vero avaxPnvar nds droonacbévras an’ aitay, edOvdpo- 
pjoavtes HOoper eis THY Ka, rH S€ Efys eis THv “Pddov, xaxeiOev eis Hdrapa. 
2 Kat evpdvres thotov dtatepav eis Sowixny, émtBdvres dyyyxOnper. **Avada- 
vévtes S€ Thy Kurpov, xat xatahurdvres abrny evavupov, érhéoper eis Supiar, 
Kat xaTyXOnpev eis TYpor exeioe yap TO motov Hv dropoptilduevov Tov yopov. 

4 *"Avevpdvres 5€ tovs pabytas ewepeivaper avrod ipepas extra: oirwes ™o 
Tato édeyov dia. tov IIveviparos, ux avaBaivew eis ‘Iepord\upa. 5”°Ore Se 
éyévero é£aptica, mas tas nuépas, e€ehOdvres érropevépeda, TPOTELTOVTUD 
Heas wdvrwv, ov yuvaitt Kat Téxvors ews éfw THs wodews: Kal Oevres ra yovara 
émt tov aiyvadov apocevEdpevos © drnomacdpefa adAjovs, Kat avéBnue cis 
To motor, éxewor Sé vméoTpepay eis Ta tdta. 7 “Hyeis Sé rov rroow Srawi- 
cavtes ard Tupov Karnvrjcape eis IIrodepatda: Kai dowacdpevor rods dded- 
dovs, cueivapev Hépay piay tap avrois. 

8< Ty dé émavprov efedOdvres HAOopev eis Karoadpeay Kat cicedOdvres eis 
Tov olxov Sidirrov Tov evayyedoTov, ovTos x Tov énrd, éuelvapey map’ ater 
94rourm Sé Foay Ovyarépes rrapfevor réocapes tpodyreiovon. ' *’En- 
pevdvray 5é hudpas melous KarndO€ tis ad rhs Iovdalas mpodyrys évépare 
"AyaBos: |!‘ xai édOav mpds nuas, Kat dpas Thy Ldvny rod Tlavdov, Syoas 
Eautov Tovs modas Kal Tas xelpas ele, Tdde Aéyer TO TIvedpa Td dyrov, Tov 





St. Paul’s mind,—the purpose of his present journey to Jeru- 
salem, viz. to succour the poor Christians there, with the bounty 
which he had collected, and was carrying with him. See v. 33. 

86. Gels 7a ydvara] having kneeled down. See Dan. vi. 10. 
Luke xxii. 41. Acts ix. 40; xxi. 5. Cp. Eph. iii. 14. 

87. xareplrouy] they were earnestly kissing him. Karepirouy 
is a stronger expression than ¢¢{Aouy, and marks also continuance 
by the imperfect tense, ‘‘ deosculabantur eum.” 

The outward act was similar to that described by the same 
word Matt. xxvi. 49; but how different was the inward affection ! 

A transposition has been adopted here, ixayds 82 xAavOpuds, 
from A, B, D, E, for the reading of Elz., ixavds 8 dyévero KA. 

88. Gewpety] St. Paul himself uses Srroua:, v. 25, s more 
modest word. He would not say that his own zpéowxov was 
Egvow Gewplas. Cp. on John xvi. 16, and the nice shade of dis- 
tinction between SAére and Gewp® in John xx. 5, 6. 


Cu. XXI. 8. dvadavdvres thy Kiwpov] having discovered 
Cyprus. A nautical expression, dvapayeicay Ex orres; as sailors 
say, having raised the land. The opposite is dxoxpérrew iy. 
See note on xxvii. 27. Cp. Gal. ii. 7, rexloreupa: 7d ebayydrcor, 
and Rom. iii. 2. 1 Cor. ix. 17. Winer, § 39, p. 233. 

— Tbpow] The mention of a Christian Church at Jyre, and 
of St. Paul’s visit to it, suggests a reference to the prophecy, 
‘Behold ye the Philistines also, and they of Zyre, with the 
Morians, lo, there was He born.” (Ps. lxxxvii. 4.) Cp. Ps. xlv. 
12, and see above on viii. 26. 

Perhaps the seeds scattered by the Divine Sower Himself on 
the border-land of Tyre and Sidon (Matt. xv. 21. Mark vii. 24), 
were now bearing fruit. 

— dropopri(duevoy] Thither the ship was on its course, fo 
unload tts freight. Cp. Winer, § 45, p. 312. 

4. dvevpdyres rods pabyrds] having found out the disciples, 
—an intimation that they were either not very numerous, or were 
not publicly known. 

— 8d rod Mvetparos] through the Spirit. Cp. dedeudévos rq 
Mvetpars (xx. 22). This is explained by v. 11. The Holy Spirit 
revealed to ‘hem that he would be bound there (see xx. 23) ; and 
they, acting on this intimation, dissuaded him from going to Jeru- 
salem. But the Spirit had done more than this for St. Paul. 
The Holy Spirit had not only foreshown to him the fature, but 
had also revealed to him how to act under the circumstances 
Soreshown. The Holy Spirit had bound him to go to Jerusalem 


(xx. 22, where see note), even though he was to be bound there ; 
and therefore he went (see xx. 24, and below, xxi. 11—13). And 
at length those persons who had foretold his bonds, acquiesced in 
his resolution to go, as divinely inspired, and said, “ the Lord’s 
will (not ours) be done!” (v. 14.) The prophecy concerning his 
bonds was fulfilled. And the Lord assured St. Paul, in a vision 
at Jerusalem, that he had rightly understood and obeyed His will 
in going up to Jerusalem, xxiii. 11. 

5. aityardy] the sandy shore. Acts xxvii. 39. Cp. xx. 36. 
The place of this holy and affecting farewell was shown many 
centuries afterwards; ‘‘Hodie monstratur in arenis locus, ubi 
periter orabant.”” (Bede.) 

6. dwnoxagdueba] we gave a parting embrace fo. Cp. the use 
of the preposition dro in dworatduevos, Acts xviii. 18. 21. Elz. 
has xpoonvidueba xal dowacdueros. But the reading in the text 
is authorized by some of the best MSS. 

7. TiroAcuatéa] Plolemais. Accho (Judges i. 31); still so 
called by Arabs, and Acre, or St. Jean d’Acre, by Europeans. 

8. dkeAddvres] Elz. adds of wep) rdy MavAoy, which is not in 
A, B, C, E, and is probably a gloss. 

— &Alemou Tot ebayyeAtorov) Philip the Evangelist, called 
here ‘‘one of the seven;” i.e. Philip the Deacon; see on Acts 
viii. 5, and the statements of Jsidorus and S. Jerome, quoted by 
Tillemont, Mém. ii. 30. Hence Ammonius says here, “ it was 
lawful for a Deacon to live as a married man.” On Philip’s con- 
nexion with Ceesarea, see viii. 40. 

This was the third time Paul was at Cesarea. See ix. 30; 
xviii. 22. 

It is now prophesied at Caesarea, that St. Paul would be 
bound ; and with a special providence, for he was to be brought 
to Caesarea a prisoner, and to remain there in custody for two 
years, xxiii. 33; xxiv. 27. 

— &vros] Elz. prefixes rot, which is not in A, B, C, E, H, 
and numerous Cursives. Cp. Winer, p. 122. 

10. fyépas wAelous] several days; but he was hastening to 
erusalem (see xx. 16), not, therefore, ‘many days.’ 

— “AyaBos] Agabus. See xi. 28. 

IL B84eas éavrot] Elz. has Sheas re adrov. But Seas 
éavrov is the reading of A, B, C, D, E, and many Carsives and 
Versions. Agabus bound Aie own hands (not St. Paul’s) with St. 
Paul's girdle. 

— todvs xédas wal ras xeipas] his feet and hands. So B, C, 
D, E, and many Cursives and Versions. Elz. has rds xeipas xal 


ACTS XXI. 12—21. 


avdpa, ob éorw 4 (avn avrn, ovrw Sycovow év ‘Iepovoadjp ot *Iovdaion, 

Kai tapadacovow eis yetpas éOvav. 125'Ns S€ jxovcape Tadra, TapeKa- « Matt. 16. 22 
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5 Mera S€ tas jucpas tavras émoxevacdpevor dveBaivoper els ‘Iepooddvpa. 
16 SuvpdOov Se xal trav pabytay ams Kawrapeias oiv piv, dyovres rap’ 
fercbape Mrvdcovi rw. Kurpie, dpyaig pabyry. 
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vovs wé8as: but it is hardly probable that this would have been 
altered into the other reading. Such symbolical actions had been 
connected with the delivery of prophecies in the Old Testament. 
Isa. xx. 2. Jer. xiii. 1.11. Ezek. iv. 1. (Grotius.) Cp. Jerem. 
xxvii. 2; xxviii. 10.12. Ezek. xii. 3; xxiv. 3. 

12. jets] we: even St. Luke himself. A modest confession, 
and a proof of truth. We would have dissuaded Paul from going, 
but Ae would not yield to us, and went; and we acknowledged 
that what he did was the Lord’s will, v. 14. 

— Tov uh dvaBalvew] As to the construction compare xv. 20. 

18, 14. rére—-yeviobe] See onv. 14. 

13. pot] of me, emphatic. 

14. 7d OdAnua yevéoOa] the Will of the Lord be done! From 
the Lord’s Prayer; perhaps an intimation of ita general use. Cp. 
2 Tim. iv. 18, and see Blunt, Lectures, p. 38, and above on Matt. 
vi. 9, and below on | Pet. i. 17, and Mr. Humphry here. 

Also comp. our Lord’s words in His Agony, as recorded by 
St. Luke himself, Luke xxii. 42. 

15. éwioxevacduevoas] So A, B, E, G, and numerous Cursives. 
—Eilz. dwooxevacduevor. D has dworatduevor. The sense is, 
‘having packed up,’ ‘having taken what was n for the 
journey.’ (Chrys., Gicumen.) Vulg. renders it ‘ preparati,’ and 
other Versions give a like meaning, and Hesych. interprets it by 
ebrpemaOdrres. 

The word seems to be introduced, in order to show that, 

St. Pani bad full intimation of sufferings and imprison- 
ment at Jerusalem, yet he proceeded thither with calmness, and 
in a sober and orderly manner, without neglecting any common 
duties, such as prudence might suggest. Compare his request for 
his ‘‘ cloke and parchments’’ just before his martyrdom (2 Tim. 
iv. 13). There are no symptoms of a heated imagination, or of a 
fanatical enthusiasm, or a reckless excitement, in his character 
and demeanour, in the moet trying circumstances. 

16. &yorres wap’ § tericOeper)] bringing with them a certain 
Mnason a Cyprian—with whom we should lodge, i. e. at Jeru- 
salem. Objections have been made by several recent Expositors 
to this translation of the Vulgate, ‘‘adducentes [secum] apud 
quem hospitaremur Mnasonem,” which is the sense adopted by 
the English Authorized Version ; 

It has been said, that the true ing is,—‘‘ conducting us 
to the house of Mnason (at Jerusalem), with whom we should 
lodge.’”’ In this case the construction would either be &yorres 
(jas) Medowm, which is Weiner’e opinion, § 31, p. 192, or by 
attraction, Gyorres judas wapa Mrdocwva wap’ § tenicbmper. See 
Meyer here, and Winer, § 24, p. 149, and others; 

But perhaps in this case, as in many others, the older inter- 
pretation (which, as Winer allows, p. 192, is unexceptionable, 
grammatically) is the true one. St. Luke’s design in mentioning 
this incident seems to be this. At first the Christians of Cesarea 
attempted to dissuade St. Paul from going to Jerusalem (v. 12) ; 
but on his earnest expostulation with them, they desisted from 
their entreaties, and said, ‘“‘ the Lord’e will be done’’ (v. 14). 
And not only so, but some of these disciples of Casarea sped him 


on his journey to Jerusalem, and accompanied him, bringing with 
them a person with whom Ae and his companions would lodge at 
Jerusalem, Mnason of Cyprus. Thus they, who at first would 
have deterred him from going to Jerusalem, were prevailed upon 
by St. Paul (such was his courage and constancy, and such his 
influence over them) to provide facilities for his journey thither, 
and for his reception there ; 

It was also an honourable circumstance to Mnason of Cyprus, 
that though he had heard, no doubt, from the men of Ceesarea 
that the Spirit had revealed that St. Paul would be made a pri- 
soner in Jerusalem, yet he was willing to accompany him thither 
(a distance of about eighty miles), and to afford him and his com- 
panions a lodging there. 

These considerations seem to be lost sight of in the modern 
in ion, which is also liable to the objection, that, according 
to it, St. Paul is said to be brought to Mnason to lodge, before his 
arrival at Jerusalem, which is not related till the following verae. 

— dpxale pabyry) an original disciple, i.e. from the first 
preaching of the Gospel. See on xv. 7, and xi. 15. Such a per- 
son was likely to have a house at Jerusalem. 

18. xpds "IdxeBov] to James. For the use of xpds see on xvi. 
40. On the position held by St. James the Lord’s brother at 
Jerusalem, see xii.17. A distinction bere is made between James, 
the Bishop of Jerusalem, and “all the Elders, or Presbyters.”’ 
(Chrys.) ‘‘ Videtur Jacobus convocisee collegium Presbytero- 
rum.” Se sremnaeer 

The Bishop of Jerusalem is here presented to the view, 
surrounded by all his Presbyters, who are the ‘Concilium 
Episcopi,” (see Hieron. in Kes. iii. Bingham, ii. 19. 7,) for the 
reception of St. Paul and his friends, and for joint counsel and 
advice. An Apostolic precedent for the practice of the Church 
in all ages. See above, xv. 2. 4. 6. 22, and particularly xv. 23. 

19. 6 @eds] God. He does not say what he had done, but 
what God done by hie ministry ; and (v. 20) they glorified not 
him, but God. (Ammon.) 

20. éy rots *lov8alo:is}] So A, B, C, E.—Elz. lov8alwy. This 
variation is noticeable. It is not said that many myriads of the 
Jews believe, &c.; but that there are many myriads of believers 
among the Jews, and they are all zealous for the Law. 

— wemorevxétey] of those who have made public profession 
of faith in the Gospel, and hold that faith. See viii. 13. 

21. xarnxn@ncay] They have been studiously indoctrinated 
to believe, ¢8:3d,Oncar xal éxlorevoay (Chrys.), cp. v. 24; such a 
misrepresentation was not unlikely to be made by Jews, concern- 
ing what St. Paul had tanght not long since in his Epistles to the 
Galatians and Romans. Cp. Paley, H. P. pp. 24—26. 

—' 8:8doxeis—lovdalous] thou teachest Jews. It was not true 
that St. Paul taught Jews not to circumcise their children (see 
vii. 8); but it was true that he taught that circumcision was not 
to be enforced by Jews on Gentiles. 

What he did now, at the suggestion of the Bishop and Pres- 
byters of Jerusalem, was to refute the former assertion, not to 
disavow the latter. See vv. 34. 26. 
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ACTS XXI, 22—24, 


7a Téxva, pynde Tors EOect wepirarev. @ Ti obvy dott; mavrws Set wdyOos 


m ch. 18. 18. 
Num. 6. 2, 18, 18 
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mapahaBov ayvio8nt. aviv avrois, Kat Samdvycov én’ avrots, wa Evpyowrvrat 





22. wA7nO0s] a multitude must needs come together. 

23. eloly npiv] This was often the case on the spproach of 
great Festivals, e. g. that of Pentecost, which was now at hand. 
Nazarite Vows were made terminable then, in order that they 
who had taken them might join with others in the joyful celebra- 
tion of that Festival. Cp. Lightfoot on Acts ii. 13, and on 
1 Cor. xi. 14, where he observes, that even Jews who were not 
Nazarites were accustomed to cut their hair in honour of the 
feasts. 

— edyxhv txovres eg’ davrev] having upon them a vow of 
Nazariteship, that is, of separation from the world to God. See 
above, on xviii. 18. 

24. ayvricbnr: cby avrois] be thou a Nazarite with them ; join 
thyself to them in their vow of abstinence or separation, and of 
dedication to God. 

It has, indeed, been said by some, that St. Paul only paid the 
_ charges of the four Nazarites (v. 23), but was not himself under 

the Vow of a Nazarite ; 

But the word &yvlac@nr: here, and the other kindred words 
used in this narrative, prove that he associated himself with them 
in the vow itself. 

The word &yvl(w is the word used by the LXX for 1) 
(Nazar), in Numb. vi. 3, and aymopds for 1) (Nezer), Nazi- 
reatus. The best explanation, therefore, of the word ayvricbyr: 
and aymoGels (v. 26), and ayviopds (v. 26), is to be derived from 
the use of those words by the LXX in the chapter concerning the 
Nazaritic Vow, Numb. vi. 8, 4, awd ofvov ayric@foerai:, he 
shall keep himself separate as a Nazarite from wine wdoas ris 
judpas THs €bx Hs abrov, which is expressed in v. 5 by wdas 
ras judpas Tov ayviopod, and v. 8, wdoas ras iyudpas rijs 
ebxyijs &ytos tora: Kuple. 

It is probable that St. Paul was already under a vow of 
Nazariteship; and was advised to join himself as such with these 
four Nazarites. See xviii. 18, and below, v. 27. 

The knowledge that he had not long since voluntarily taken 
on himself a Nazarite’s vow (xviii. 18), was enough to suggest 
the recommendation here made to him by St. James, and the 
Presbyters of the Church of Jerusalem. 

Origen (in Ep. ad Rom. lib. ii. 13) speaks of St. Paul as 
having offered ‘ sacrificia purificationis,’ and S. Jerome (Epist. ad 
Augustin. Ep. 74) supposes St. Paul to have assumed the condi- 
tion of a Nazarite, ‘‘ obtulisse sacrificia, et exercuisse nudipedalia ;”” 
and 80 Augustine, Ep. 82. 

The reason of St. Paul's compliance is well stated by Augus- 
tine (Epist. ad Hieron. 82), who observes, that by his practice 
with regard to the ceremonies of the Levitical Law, St. Paul 
taught “nec Judseos tunc ab eis tanquam 4 nefariis prohibendos, 
nec Gentiles ad ea tanquam necessaria compellendos.” 

‘Paul became (says Isidore in Caten. p. 352) a Jew to the 
Jews, when he made himself a Nazarite in the Temple, and offered 
oblations ; and, on the same principle, he circumcised Timothy, 
and sent him to preach to the Jews, thus cancelling circum- 
cision by means of circumcision itself.”” So also icumenius, who 
says that “ Paul underwent the tonsure, and complied with the 
Law.” See also below, note on v. 26. 

That he engaged in the vow of a Nazarite, has therefore, it 
seems, been rightly concluded by most later Expositors, e. g. 
Grotius, Rosenmiilier, Olshausen, Meyer, Baumgarten, Hackett, 
Alford, and others. 


There was a special reason, why St. Paul, a Christian Apostle, 
should engage in a vow of a Nazarite. That Vow pledged the 
person who took it to abstain from all strong drink. And he 
who was known to be under the vow of a Nazarite, was known to 
be living a life of abstinence. The sight of the Nazarite’s locks 
would proclaim this. 

St. Paul had been converted by a heavenly Vision. He 
had Revelations in Arabia, and a Trance in the temple at Jeru- 
3) (Acta ix. 4; xxii. 6.17; xxvi. 12. 1 Cor. xv. 8 2 Cor. 
xii. 2); 

He relied much on the arguments thence drawn, in his public 
iy the People of Jerusalem (xxii. 6. 17), and to Agrippa 
xxvi. 12); : 

Let it be recollected, that the Jews attempted to refute the 
evidence of the miracle of Pentecost, by a scornful insinuation, 
“These men are full of new wine’’ (Acts ii. 13). It was very 
expedient that St. Paul, whose conversion was miraculous, and 


who was favoured with an ‘abundance of Revelations” (2 Cor. 
xii. 7), shuald be able to meet the objection, which would in all 
probability be raised against him, that he was under a strong 
mental excitement, and that he was inflamed by enthusiasm and 
deluded by fanaticism. 

One of the best refutations of such an insinuation, and one 
which would have most weight with the Jews, would be found in 
the voluntary assumption of the Vow of a Nazarite. This would 
show, that like the Baptist, whom the Jews contrasted with 
Christ, whom they dared to call a wine-bibber (Matt. xi. 18, 19), 
he was living an abstemious and austere life, that his judgment 
was cool, his mind calm, and, as he himself says, that the words 
which he spake when describing his own Conversion, were words 
of truth and sobernese (xxvi. 25). . 

Consequently, though we hear it alleged by Festus against 
him, that ‘‘ much learning made him mad’ (xxvi. 24), we never 
hear it surmised, that he was labouring under physical or intellec- 
tual excitement. 

Thus, in his Christian prudence, St. Paul made the cere- 
monial Vows of the Levitical Law subsidiary to the diffusion of 
the saving Doctrines of Evangelical Truth. 

Such advice as that which is here proffered by St. James, 
came very appropriately from him, who is described by Hegesippus 
(cp. Euseb. ii. 23) as conforming in his own person to the usages 
of a Nazarite; otros éx xowrAlas pnrpds abrod Eyios qv olvow 
xal olxepa obx Emev, Evpdy emi thy xedadhy aibrov obx dyvéBn, 
—a passage which affords an interesting illustration and con- 
firmation of the narrative of St. Luke. 

Perhaps, also, these characteristics of St. James may have 
pointed Aim out as specially fit to occupy the Episcopal seat at 
Jerusalem, as a person most conciliatory to the Jews. 

The following particulars concerning a Nazarite’s Vow, are 
from Ligh{foot (i. p. 1092. On the Temple, chap. xviii.). Re- 
ferring to the Talmad (tract. Nazir, per. 1), he says, ‘“‘ Nazarism 
was most ordinarily for thirty days, though sometimes it was for 
years, and sometimes for term of life. He whose vow was expired 
was to bring three beasts, one for a burnt-offering, another for a 
sin-offering, and a third for a peace-offering (Nazir 6). If he 
polied his head in the country, as Paul did at Cenchrez, he was 
to bring his hair and burn it under the caldron, where his peace- 
offering was boiling, which was in this place of the Temple that 
we are speaking of (i.e. at the s.x. angle of the Temple). 

‘The Jews in the Treatise (of the Talmud) alleged in the 
Margin (i.e. the Treatise Nasir), speak of ‘a Samson Naza- 
rite’ and ‘an everlasting Nazarite,’ not but that Samson was 
a Nazarite always, but they use this distinction in reference to 
the manner of the Vow-making. He that took on him to bea 
Nagarite like Samson was, saying, ‘ Behold, I will be a Nazsrite 
like Samson,’ or ‘ like the son of Manoah,’ or ‘like the husband 
of Delilah,’ or ‘like him that carried away the gates of Azzah,’ 
or ‘like him whose eyes the Philistines put out,’ such an one 
might never cut his hair, but it must ever grow upon him; and 
such a Nazarite did Absalom take upon him to be, but he was 
forced to cut his hair once every year, it was so heavy. But he 
that was a Nazarite everlasting (that is, that took upon him 
Nazarism upon other terms, as he that said, ‘I will be a Nazarite 
according to the number of the hairs of my head,’ or ‘ the dust of 
the Earth,’ or ‘sand of the sea-shore’), he might poll his head 
once in thirty days. 

‘‘ But he whose vow was expired, wheresoever he polled his 
hair, was to come to this place, and here to boil his Peace-offering, 
and to burn his hair; and the Priest took the shoulder as it 
boiled, and a cake, and a wafer of unleavened bread, and put all 
upon the hands of the Nazarite and waved them; and then was 
en at liberty to drink wine, and to be defiled by the 

— 8ardyncor én” abrois] expend money upon them,—do an 
act of charity in helping them to perform their vow, and to shave 
their heads, by contributing to the necessary expenses of the sa- 
crifices to be offered ; on which see Numb. vi. 13. 

Thus refute the calumnies against thee, not by word, but by 
deed ; and do this Aere, not in a Gentile city, but at Jerusalem, 
where no scandal will be given to thy Gentile converts by this 
compliance with the Law. (Chrys., Theophyl.) 

It was usual for wealthier Jews to assist their poorer brethren 
in this way. Thus Agrippa showed his liberality at Jerusalem, 
in his regard for the Levitical Law. Joseph. xix. 6. 1, els 


ACT S XAT 25—28, 
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‘lepordAupa eAOay yxapurrnplous efewAfpwoe Ovolas, ob8iy Tay 
xara véuoy dwodiway 8d Kal Na(ipalwr EvpacOar didrate 
pddra ovxvovs. Cp. B. J. ii. 15. 1. 

The reason of this may appear from the specification of the 
sacrificial offerings required of a Nazarite, which were numerous 
and expensive. (See Numb. vi.) 

— gvadcowy] keeping. The accuracy of St. Luke's atyle is 
seen in the distinction he makes between gvAdcow here and 
g@vAdecopa: in the following verse. 

26. civ atrois ayriabels] having been separated and sanctified 
as a Nazarite with them. See above on v. 24; and cp. xxiv. 18, 
ebpdy he nyviopudvoy dy re iepp.— "Et uparo 6 TavaAos, ov ris 
yrouns xaraBadAouerns, GAAd Tis aydwns ovyxatraBawotons. 
1 Cor. ix. 20. (Chrys., Theophyl.) 

— BSiayyéAAwy thy diced fpoow TOY Tuepav To0 aynicpo, 
dws ob xpoonvéxOn dtp évds éxdorov avray % xporpopd) an- 
nouncing the fulfilment of the days of their Nazarite vow, until 
the (legal) offering was offered Sor each one of them. 

That the dxxAfpweois tay uepor means the fulfilment of the 
days of the Nazarite vow, is evident from the passages in the 
Book of Numbers, according to the LXX, which describe the 
vow. See Numb. vi. 5, concerning the Nazarite’s vow, fupdv ovx 
dweredoera: éx) rh» Kepadiy abrov, €ws a» wrAnpwlaciy al 
nuépat, cas nttaro r@ Kuply: and vi. 13, 7 dv nudpg wAnpoon 
nu€pas edxijs abroi, mpocoloe: abrds...then the rpocgopal 
are specified ; and then, v. 18, tuphoerat 6 niryuévos wapa tas 
Olpas THs oxnyHs TOU papruplou thy Kepaddhy THs edyxijs abrod. 
And then he sball burn his hair in the fire; and after he has 
shaven his head, the Priest shall take a part of the offering and 
place it in his hands, and offer it before the Lord. And so the 
ceremony was ended, and the vow was paid. 

ws ob xpoonvéxOn is rendered by Vulg. ‘donec offerretur,’ 
and by Engi. Vers. ‘until an offering should be offered ;’ and 
this seems to be the correct rendering. See the examples of this 
structure in De Wetle, Alford, and Kiihner, § 846. 

The sense appears to be this: St. Paul undertook to he the 
spokesman and paymaster of the four Nazarites. As such he 
took them with him to the Temple, and presented them to the 
Priests, and gave to the Priests the official notification that the 
term of their vow was expired; and made himself responsible for 
the payment of the fees for sacrifices to be offered, and services to 
be performed in the bebalf of his presentees, before their heads 
could be shaved and they be released from their vow. 

It is probable that this release could not be consummated 
immediately, nor indeed till a term of seven days (see v. 27) had 
expired after this announcement and presentation were made. 
This was reasonable. It was necessary, that inquiries should be 
made by the Priests as to the identity of the persons presented 
for release, and as to the fact of their having complied with the 
terms of their vow (by abstinence from wine, by non-pollution, 
and the other conditions) before the sacrifice could be rightly 
offered for them, and they be emancipated from their vow. 

Hence the phrase éws ob. St. Paul was their represcntative, 
and solicitor of their cause; and be must confinue to act in this 
capacity ¢i/l the seven days were completed, and the Priests were 
ae that all the requisites of the vow had been duly ful- 
filled. 

This is confirmed by what he himself states (xxiv. 18), that 
they who arrested him, nearly seven days after (xxi. 27), ‘found 
him purified (as a Nazarite) in the Temple:’’ i.e. he was in at- 
tendance there, promoting the cause of the four poor Nazarites, 
as well as his own, with a view to their release from the vow. 

27. ai éxra jyudpar) the seven days. Some Expositors interpret 
these seven days as ‘‘ the feast week of Pentecost” (Wieseler, 109. 
Baumgarten, ii. 448). 

Vou. 1.—Paar II. 


But the Feast of Pentecost lasted only one day (Acts ii. 1), 
an later Jews extended it to two (Jahn, § 352. Winer, 
ii. 243 

The true interpretation seems to be, “the seven days,’’ which 


were required to intervene between the notice given to the Priests . 


of the expiration of the Vow, and the consummation of the Re- 
lease from it. 

This opinion is confirmed by Ammonius in Catenf, p. 35], 
and Theophylact, p. 156, who says, {os qv robs txorvras eddy 
xelpeoOas Thy Keparhy pera 7d a&yvicOFva, xal ofrws dx) Ezra 

Heépas wosecy wpocgpopay bwtp éavréav. 

Some reasons for this interval have been suggested in the 
preceding note. 

Why was it for seven days? Probably, because this was a 
stated period for purifications (Exod. xxix. 37. Levit. xii. 2; 
xiii. 5; xiv. 8; xv. 19. Numb. xii. 14; xix. 14. Ezek. xliii. 26). 

And in the Law concerning Nazarites (Numb. vi. 9), if a 
person under a Nazarite Vow had incurred a ceremonial pollution, 
he could not shave his head immediately, and begin his term 
afresh, but he must wait seven days, till the offerings could be 
offered for him, and his head be shaved, and ¢hen he was restored 
to the Nazaritic state, and he began his vow anew. So at the 
close of the Vow, it appears to have been required by the Priests 
that he should wait seven days, till he could be released from 
this Nazaritic state, and be declared by them to have kept himself 
pure, @yvds, in it, and be allowed to have the requisite offerings 
made in his behalf. 

St. Paul himeelf, as already observed, seems to have been 
under a Nazarite’s vow when he came to Jerusalem. 

‘“‘ The seven days”’ bere mentioned could not have been the 
term of his vow, as some have supposed. This was too short a 
time for such a Vow. In the whole Treatise in the Mishna, con- 
cerning Nazarites (tom. iii. 146—178, ed. Surenhusii), there is 
no mention of ao short a term, nor of any period less than thirty 
days. 

“‘ Potuit videri Paulus anté dudum votum Nazarsi nuncu- 
passe,’”’ says Lorinus, p. 782. Cp. Lewin, 66]1—665. 

On a former occasion, when he was under a Nazarite vow, 
he had said that “he must by ali means keep the next feast 
(which was Pentecost) at Jerusalem ” (xviii. 21). 

The reason probably then was, because he was under that 
Vow. And now it is said, in like manner, that he hastened to 
be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost (xx. 16). 
Perhaps the reason in both cases was the same. 

It was usual for persons ayvl{ew éavrods, to purify them- 
selves, before the great Festivals. See Jobn xi. 55. 

St. Paul was still under a Nazarite vow when he was arrested 
in the Temple, as he himself asserts, xxiv. 18, eipéy we hyvic- 
pévow dy tg iepg. This is also confirmed by what he states, 
xxiv. 17, that he had come to Jerusalem, bringing not only alms 
but offerings, spocdopas, the same word as used above con- 
cerning the Nazarites, v. 26. 

The “seven days’ between the 8:ayyeAla, or announcement 
to the Priests, and the spoogopad, were nearly completed, when 
he was arrested in the Temple; and they who charged him with 
breaking the Law, and dishonouring the Temple, were in fact 
guilty of preventing him from keeping the Law, and enabling 
others to do 80; and thus fhey themselves did what they charged 
him with doing,—they violated the Temple and the Law. 

— of dxd rijs "Acias "lov8aio:] the Jews from Asia. St. Paul's 
compliance with the Law appears to have satisfied the Jews of 
Jerusalem, but not those of Asta, who had come up for the Feast, 
and who had been disappointed by his escape from their hands 
at Ephesus. They assailed him while showing his charity and his 
respect for the Law, which they charged him with violating. 

U 


145 





mavrayn SiddoKxwy ér. te kat "EdAnvas elottyayer els TO lepov, kal Kexolvwxe 


‘ 9 
Tov ayov Tomov TovTov. * °"Hoay yap mpoewpaxdtes Tpodimov Tov "Edéoov 


€&v tT) Toe, ov avT@, Sv-évopiloy ote eis TO Lepov eionyayey 6 Haddos. 


0 "Ex yOn te 7 wodus Ody, Kat eyévero ouvdpopn Tov Aaov Kai émdaBdpevoe 


51 Zntovvrav Sé avrov amoxreivat, avéBn pdois TE yiAuapyw THS oTEIpNS, 


Ss éLaurns mapakaBov orpatidras Kat 


éxatovrapxas KaréSpapev éx autovs. Oi Sé iSdvres ytdiapyov Kal Tovs oTpa- 


S3*Tére éyyioas 6 ytAlapxos 


éreha Beto avrov, kat éxédXevoe SePyvar arvceot Svoi: Kai éervvOdvero tis 
ein, kat to dor. memounnds. ™*”Addow S€ ado Te erepavour ev TO dyy" pi 
, ‘ > ~~ ~ Q > X DS bd! Q 4 > 27 ¥ 
Suvayévov S€ abrov yuavar 75 dodadés Sia tov OdpuBov, éxédXevocew dyerBar 
aitov eis Thy twapeuBodyv. ™ “Ore 5é éyévero emt tovs avaBabpors, ouvéBy 


Baordlec bas adrov vd tov oTpatiwrav 81a THv Biavy rod dydouv' * ' HxodovHer 


57 Médwv te eiodyeoOat eis THY trapeuBodyv 6 Iladdos déyer TO yAtdpxe, 


3 ovK 


dpa ov el 6 Aiyibmrus 6 Tpd TovTWY TAY HuEpav dvacTtatacas Kal eLayayav 


els THY Epnpoy Tovs TeTpaKtoxirtous avdpas Tav oiapiov; ™* Ele S€ 6 
Iladdos, "Eye avOpwrros peév eis “Iovdatos, Tapoeds, ris Kudixias ob dorjpou 


40 *"Emurpépavros S€ avrov, 6 Iavdos éoras eri trav avaBabpav Karécece 


1.46 ACTS XXI. 29—40. 
q ch. 20. 4. 
2 Tim. 4. 20. 
r eb, 26, 21 
tov IIavdov ef\xoy abrov €€w Tov iepov: Kai evOews éxheiaPnoay at Pipa. 
OT GAN ouyyxvverar ‘Iepovcadnyp 
4 9 ? , 4 “A 
a ver. 11. Twwras €mravoayro Tumrovtes Tov Ilavd\ov. 
yon 
Q “~ A A 
eb. 92. 22 yap td rAnOos Tod aod Kpalovres, Alpe avrov. 
Ei &Leori pou ele te mpds oe; ‘O S€ Edy, ‘EMAqnuori ywooxes ;s 
uch. 9. 11, 80. 
& 22. 8. 
o 4 a ao 9 + 4 “A Q CY o 
modews troditrns: Séopar SE cov, éritpepdy por Aadjoat pos Tov Aadv. 
x ch. 12, 17. 
& 18. 16. 
& 19. 


33. Th xept TE dag soddjs 8€ crys yevoueryns, mporepavnce TH ‘EBpatd: 





SL rq xtAcdpx@ rijs owelpns] to the captain of the Roman Gar- 
rison,—Claudius Lysias,—in the castle or fortress of Anfonia, 
built by Herod the Great, and called Antonia in honour of Mark 
Antony (Joseph. Ant. xv. 11. 4). 

See below, on v. 34. 
The oweipa, cohors, was properly 1000 men, or one-sixth of 
the Legio. 

— avyxtverat] is in confusion. So A, B, D.—Elz. ovyxé- 
xurat. 

$3. 3e6yjva:] to be bound. See xii. 6. A fulfilment of the 
prophecy (xx. 23), and therefore an assurance to St. Paul that 
the Spirit which had spoken to him was frue. 

$4. érepdvouy] were shouting out different answers. So A, 
B, D, E. See xii. 22.— Elz. éBdcov. 

— wapeuBorfy] the military garrison, or barracks, in the 
Castle of Antonia. See xxii. 24; xxiii. 16. 32. 35. 

For a full history and description of the fortress of Antonia, 
see Robinson, i. pp. 431—435. Williams, Holy City, i. 99; 
ii. 408—411. Howson, ii. 311. It was on the North-West side 
of the Temple-Area (Joseph. Ant. xv. 11.4. B.J.i. 5.4; v. 5. 
8; vi. 2. 9), on a rocky hill; at each of its four corners was a 
lofty tower; it communicated by two flights of stairs with the 
northern and western arcades of the Temple-Area. 

On one of these two flights St. Paul stood, when he addressed 
the people, who were in the Temple-Area below him. 

86. alpe airéy] Away with him / So they had cried against 
Christ, dpoy, dpov, a’rov, oratpwoor (John xix. 15), where St. 
Luke uses, as here, the present tense alpe (xxiii. 18). So the 
populace cried at Smyrna against Polycarp and the Christians 
(Mart. Polyc. 3. 9), alpe robs a0éous. 

87. ‘EAAnnor) ywooneis ;] dost thou know Greek? A ques- 
tion of surprise, suggested by hearing St. Paul address him in 
Greek, ef Eeor{ por elweiy; Probably the Chief Captain could 
not speak Hebrew, and St. Paul had spoken to him, a Gentile, in 
Greek ; but he spoke in Hebrew to the Jews, which they did 
not expect, any more than the chiliarch expected him to speak 
Greek (v. 40). 

$8. obx Epa ot ef;] Rendered by some learned Expositors, 
‘Thou art not therefore, as I imagined, art thou?’ (Winer, § 57, 
p. 453.) But Chrys., and other ancient Greek interpreters, render 
it, ‘Art not thou then that Egyptian?’ Hence Vulg., ‘Nonne 
tu es?’ and Engl. Vers., ‘ Art not thou?’ Their authority is of 
great weight; and though the meaning they assign to the words 
would be rightly represented by dp’ od in classical Greek, yet the 


Hellenistic usage may well have admitted such a natural com- 
bination as ov« &pa od ef; ‘Art not thou, therefore?’ Cp. 
sentiag 305. 

— b Alyirrws] the Egyptian. The false prophet who had 
led a vast multitude (Josephus says 30,000) to the Mount of Olives 
to see Jerusalem fall, and who was routed by Felix. See Joseph. 
B. J. ii. 13. 5. Ant. xx. 8. 6. 

The Egyptian had escaped; hence the supposition of the 
chief captain, which seems to have been confirmed by hearing the 
Apostle speak Greek. The Greek language had become common 
in Egypt, in consequence of the conquests of Alexander and the 
Ptolemies, as the LXX Version, there made, shows. 

The chief captain had perhaps heard the charges of some of 
the Jews against St. Paul, that he had spoken against their Holy 
Place and the Law ; and this reminded him of the language of the 
Egyptian, who had prophesied that the City would fall; and who 
had been opposed by the citizens of Jerusalem, as St. Paul now 
was; and be had at first imagined that the Egyptian was now 
captured by them. 

Perhaps also the Jews themselves, in order to exasperate the 
Romans, had identified him with the Egyptian. (Burton.) 

— xpd rotrav tay nuepoy] before these days. On this use 
of totray with jpuepar see i. 5. 

It appears from Josephus, that this Egyptian was routed in 
the reign of Nero, probably in the first year of his reign, a.p. 55. 
(Wieseler, p. 76.) The word robrwy indicates that this event 
was still recent in the memory of the chief captain, and therefore 
St. Paul’s imprisonment was not long after that year. 

— rTév owapleoy] the bandits, or assassins, from sica, seco (cut- 
throats). See Chrys., and Joseph. B. J. ii. 13.3, Erepoy elBos 
Anoray, of xadobmevos oixdpios, and Ant. xx.6. The fana- 
ticism and ferocity of these zealots came to a height, and vented 
itself in the most barbarous outrages afterwards, in the siege 
of Jerusalem. See on Matt. xxiv. 15. 

$8. obx dofpou wéAews] no mean city. Many of the coins of 
Tarsus bear the epigraphs MHTPOTIOALZ and ATTONOMOZ. 
See Akermann, p. 56. 

40. ray dvaBabpwy] the steps which led down from the bar- 
racks and fortress of Antonia (ov. 31. 35),—where he would have 
found refuge,—to the Temple-Area. 

What spectacle could be more striking than this! Paul 
standing on the stairs of the Temple, bound with two chains, and 
speaking to the people of Jerusalem at the Feast of Pentecost. 
Chrys. 

— xaréceice TH xeipl] made a motion of the hand, to keep 
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oe (xara) the noise and passion of the crowd, and to produce 
ence ; 
“ calidee fecisse silentia turbe 
Majestate maniis.” (Pers. iv. 5.) 


See above, xii. 17; xiii. 16; xix. 33. A very different move- 
ment from éxrelvas rhy xeipa, xxvi. 1. 

— ‘Efpaté: 8:aréxry] See xxii. 2. Not yAdéooy, but d:a- 
Adkry. See ii. 6. 8 The Syro-Chaldaic, in which St. Paul 
addressed the people, was a dialect rather than a language. He 
conciliates his audience by the dialect which he uses, r7j) cvyyevelg 
Tis Qwris abrovs tmicrara. (Chrys.) 





Cu. XXII. 1. SsSpes A8eApo), cal wardpes, dxotoare] Men, 
brethren, and fathers hearken. A ium designed, it would 
seem, to show his hearers that he had S87. Stephen in his thoughts, 
and to remind them of him who had begun his speech in their 
presence with the same words, vii. 2. Cp. below, vv. 20. 23. 

2. Sri 7. ‘E. 8. mpocepdves abrois] that he was speaking to 
them in the Hebrew tongue—which they did not expect him to do: 
he had been speaking to the chief Captain in Greek ; see xxi. 37. 

3. wapd robs wé8as TaparihA] at the feet of Gamaliel. The 
Hebrew Rabbis sat on an elevated seat, and their scholars at their 
feet. See above, iv. 35. Schoettgen, Hor. Hebr. p. 477. On 
Gamaliel see v. 34. 

4. ratrny Thy 536y] this way (seo ix. 2), on which I myself am 
now going, and to which I would bring you,—a courageous pro- 
fession of his Christianity. At the same time he addresses them 
as brethren, in order that they may not suppose that the Gospel is 
at variance with the Law. On this use of the word d3ds see ix. 2. 

— leta] I persecuted. St. Paul was then eager to bring 
them of ‘‘ that way’ bound to Jerusalem, to be put to death; he 
himself is now bound at Jerusalem for “that way.”’ 80 God 
adapts sufferings to sins, and yet he greatly blesses the Apostle 
in suffering those evils as a Confessor and Martyr, which he had 
before inflicted on others as a Persecutor. 

5. ds Kal bd dpxtepeds paprupel pur] as aleo the High Priest 


beareth me witness. Ananias (see xxiii. 2), probably then one 
of the Sanhedrim, which had sent Saul. If St. Paul was couverted 
in or before A.D. 35, it was Caiaphas who gave him the commis- 
sion, and who was removed by Vitellius a.p. 36. 

He was succeeded by Jonathan son of Annas; and after one 
year he was removed to make way for his brother Theophilus. 
(Joseph. Ant. xviii. 4.3; 5.3.) In a.p. 42, Simon son of Boé- 
thus was High Priest. (Joseph. xix. 6.2.) In a.p. 43, Matthias son 
of Annas ; and soon after him, Elionzus son of Cantheras. (Joseph. 
xix. 8. 1. ) In a.p. 45, Joseph son of Kami (JosepA. xx. 1.3); and 
soon after him, Ananias son of Nebedeeus. (Joseph. xx. 5. 2. ) See 
Chronological Table prefixed to this Volume, and below, xxiii. 2. 


— xpos rovs adeAgots] to the brethren, the Jewish authorities. 
The words are equivalent to xpds ras cuvaywyas, to the sync- 
gogues, in ix. 2. See also xxviii. 21, which shows that of d3eA gol 
was used by the Jews when speaking of their own people. St. Paul 
reminds the Jews that he, the Christian Apostle, regards them as 
his brethren; and therefore he had begun his address with the 
words &sSpes &8eAGHo) (xxii. 1; cp. xxviii. 17). 

No evil treatment from them could ever provoke the Apostle 
to lay aside the feelings and language of affection to his brethren, 
his kinsmen according to the flesh. (Rom. ix. 3.) He would also 
thus teach them that all men are brethren in Christ. 

8. "Incois 6 Nie maa Jesus the Nazarene. See on ix. 5; 
xxiv. 6; xxvi. 

9. xa) jscae éyévoyro] Not found in A, B, H. Cp. ix. 7. 

— ewvhy odx Fxovaay] See on ix. 7; and cp. dxotoa gaviy, 
v.14. Ammon. p. 361, of cuvdvres roy Rxov Huovoy rijs peovijs 
ob uy ouvixay TA Aadobpeva. Cp. Birks, Hor. Apost. p. 326, 
where are some excellent remarks on this ‘speech to the jos at 
Jerusalem ss compared with St. Paul’s address to Feséue and 
Agrippa at Caesarea, xxvi. 4—14. 

14, ov Alxatov] the Just One. The name applied to Christ 
by the First Martyr, vii. 52, and by St. James, see James v. 6; 
see also 1 John ii. }. 

16. abrov] So A, B, E, and sa Versions.— Eis. rot Kuplov. 
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17. év rq lepg] in the Temple. Thus (in reply to the charges 
against him, xxi. 28) he shows that he does not despise the 
Temple, and is approved by the God of the Temple, and that he 
received his Apostolic mission to the Gentiles in the Temple, from 
Christ, Whom he here proclaims as Lord of the Temple. 

How fitly and forcibly does the Vision here described dis- 
play the God of both Covenants as One; and the Christian 
Church as the true substance and consummation of the Levitical 
Law. 

The Jewish Temple is here seen to be the Vestibule, or 
xpévaos, of the Christian Church ; and the Waters of Life, which 
are to irrigate, fertilize, and purify the world, flow from the 
fountain-head in Jerusalem. (Isa. ii. 3. Micah iv. 2.) 

— dxardce:} ecstasy. Perhaps on the occasion mentioned 
xi. 30; xii. 25, and to prepare him for his first mission to the 
Gentiles, whence the words, v. 21, ropevou, Sri eyw eis EOvn 
paxpay earocreAG ce. 

The Vision is supposed by some to have been on the occa- 
sion of the visit in ix. 26. But to this the words ropetou x.7.A. 
seem to present an objection. St. Paul came again to Jerusalem 
after that visit, before he went to the Gentiles. See xi. 30; xii. 
25; xiii. 4. 

19. x&yd elwov, Képse, x.7.A.] and I said, Lord—. They ought 
to receive my testimony, for they cannot but know it to be true, 
as the result of conviction, from such evidence as has converted 
one, whom they saw once a most zealous Persecutor of the 
Church, into a witness of the truth of the Gospel. Nothing 
but such evidence could prevail on me to preach a religion, 
which shows me to myself and to others as having murdered the 
saints of God. 

— Sépey xara tT. cvvayeyds] See below on xxvi. 11. 

20. dre étexeiro 7d alua Lrepdvov tov pdprupdés cov] when 
the blood of Thy martyr Stephen was being shed. A noble en- 
deavour to make public reparation for a public sin, by public con- 
fession in the same public place where the sin was committed. 

As St. Paul did not speak Greek on this occasion (v. 2), he 
did not use the word martyr. The LXX often employ the word 
pdprup for the Hebrew 1p (edA), or witness. The application 
of this word to the first person who shed his blood for Christ, 
was enough to designate it as the fittest to be assigned to those 
who followed St. Stephen in his testimony to the truth, even unto 
death. 

The same word seems to have been used by St. Paul in 
relating the divine message to himself in v. 15. St. Stephen was 
Thy witness, and He whose witness Stephen was, has commanded 
me to be His witness, not to the Jews only, but to all men. 

— cuvevdoxey] Elz. adds rf dva:péce: abrov, which is not 
found in A, B, D, E, and appears to be a scholium. As to the 

. xxvi. 10. 

22. od xabyxey] it was nof fit: he ought to have been slain 
already, instead of being rescued as he was by the Chief Captain. 
So A, B, C, D, E, G.— Elz. has xa0ijxov. 

28. prwrobyray Ta ludria, xal komoprdy BadAdvray] shaking 
their clothes, and casting dust, and crying, Away with him. 
Perhaps, a preparation for, or a menace of, throwing off their 


clothes, in order to cast sfones, and kill him for blasphemy (Gro- 
tius, Whitby, Meyer),—as they had done to Stephen, when 
Saul himself “‘held the clothes of them that stoned him”? (vii. 
58; xxii. 20). Or it may have been only an impetuous move- 
ment of rage and execration. See Harmer, Obs. iv. p. 203, on 
the similar movement of the populace of Persis, when in a state 
of excitement. 

The speech and scene are fall of points of resemblance to 
what was said and done at St. Stephen’s martyrdom; and 8t. 
Paul must have had St. Stephen often before him at this time. 

They probably would have atoned him, if he had not had a 
retreat by the stairs into the wapeu Bort. 

24. els Thy wapepBodrhy] See xxi. 3]. 34, to be brought up by 
the stairs info the barracks. 

— tva éxryvq] that he might know clearly; for he had not 
understood the ‘ Hebrew dialect’ of the Apostle’s speech. 

25. wpoéreway rois iuacw] The best MSS. are divided be- 
tween zpo¢rewoy A, E, xpocéreway C, D, xpoérevay B,G. The 
last seems preferable. It appears that St. Paul was actually 
bound by the thongs. See v. 30, Sr: abrov hy 8e8ends. St. Paul 
put the question in the text to the soldiers, as xpodreivay, i.e. 
when they stretched him forward with the ipdyres, or thongs, to 
the ‘palus’ or post, in order that when he had been so bound he 
might be scourged with pdoreyes. 

The Authorized Version has, ‘‘as they bound him swith 
thongs,’’ a rendering which has been censured by some modern 
expositors; but which seems more accurate than that which has 
been substituted for it, viz. when they stretched him out for the 
thongs, i.e. to receive the lashes. The word iuds is used in three 
other places of New Test. (Mark i. 7. Luke iii. 16. John i. 27), 
and always as something used for binding or tying, as here. 

The rendering is also confirmed by v. 29, where it is said 
that the Captain was afraid when he heard that Paul was a Roman 
citizen, and because he had dound him. This, as Botiger and 
Hackett observe, could not refer to the command in xxi. 33; for 
he kept Paul b0und with two chains, after he had heard that he 
wae a Roman citizen (see v. 30, fAuvcer), and Felix left him so 
bound (xxiv. 27). Such a detention of a Roman citizen in safe 
custody, was not against the Law. But the fear of the Captain 
appears to have been caused by some ofher action of binding, 
which seems to be no other than that mentioned in this verse, 
i.e. a binding with thongs, in order that the person so bound 
might be scourged. 

— el brOpwmror ‘Papaioy] Is it lawful for you to scourge a 
man who is a Roman and uncondemned? Why did St. Paul 
now plead his Ruman citizenship at Jerusalem, and so avoid 
acourging 7? and why should he nof have pleaded it at Philippi, a 
Roman Colony, but have incurred beating with rods? 

What he did in the one case, and did not do in the other, 
was for the glory of God. See note on Acts xvi. 22; and con- 
sider the providential results of this appeal to his Roman citizen- 
ship here, as detailed in the sequel of this History. See note, 
xxv. 23. 

26. ri uéaA. x.;] Elz. prefixes 3pa, which is not in A, B, C, E. 

— ‘Pepaios] a Roman. See on Acts xvi. 37. 
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27. Adye pot) Elz. adds el, which is not in A, B, C, D, E, |Nebed seus; he succeeded Joseph son of Cami in the high priest- 


and weakens the sense, ‘‘ Art thou a Roman?” 


28. xepadralov] properly, a capital sum put out for usury, but. 


used by LXX for any sum of money. Levit. vi. 5. Numb. v. 7. 
(Grot. 

— ae 52 Kal yeyévenuas] I have not only, like you, the ‘ jus 
civitatis,’ bud J was also born with it. 

20. dverd(ew] to examine by torture; “ examinare, per ques- 
tionem probare,”’ i.e. ‘‘tormento flagrorum adhibito.”’ 

80. fAvcey abrdv] Elz. adds dxd tay 8eopuer, which is not in 
A, B, C, E, H, and seems to be a gloss. 

— xatayayéyv] having brought him down from the Castle of 
Antonia overhanging the Temple, to the Temple-Area below it; 
and to the place in which the Sanhbedrim were assembled— 
perhaps the same place in which he himself had taken part in 
their proceedings against St. Stephen, pleading before them (vi. 
12. 15). They usually met in the hall Gazithk. Concerning the 
conclave Gazith, ‘‘ the seat of the great Sanhedrim,”’ see Lightfoot 
(i. p. 1105. Temple, chap. xxii.). It was on the south side of 
the Temple. 


Cu. XXIII. 1. wdoy cuverdhoe: &yabp] in all good conscience. 
‘The Apostle says that he had served God from his forefathers 
with a pure conscience (2 Tim. i. 3); that is, he had no private 
ends, but had been zealous towards God (Acts xxii. 3; xxvi. 4), 
and exceedingly zealous for the traditions of hia fathers (Gal. i. 14) ; 
and he thought it his duty to do many things contrary to the 
name of Jesus Christ (xxvi. 9). 

But yet he calls himself a dlasphemer, and a persecufor, and 
injurious (1 Tim. i. 13), and chief of sinners (1 Tim. i. 15). 

Almighty God had given him a Conscience, and he was bound 
to obey its dictates. But first, it was his duty to take care that 
his Conscience was rightly informed. It was not enough that 
his Conscience was pure and good, i.e. without any admixture 
of sinister designs, of worldly aims and personal interests, and 
desirous only of God’s glory: but it was also necessary, that his 
Conscience should be conformed to God's Will, and be regulatet 
by His Law. 

As S. Augustine says (de Mendacio, 7), “It is indeed of 

t importance, with what intention, and for what end a thing 
is done; but ‘hat which és sinful, is never to be done, with any 
intention, or for any end, however good.’”’ It is not enough to 
run toward the goal of God's glory; it is also necessary to run in 
the way of God’s commandments. See below on Rom. iii. 8, and 
on | Tim. i. 13. 

Cp. Bp. Sanderson's Lectures, “ De Conscientia ;’”’ especially 
Lecture ii. “‘ On good Intention,” Works iv. p. 23, in which it is 
shown that there is “no sufficient security in the consciousness 
of good intention,” and Lecture iv. § 13, p. 72, where he con- 
siders this example of St. Paul, and says, ‘‘ Heec verba ad ante- 
riorem vitse ejus partem, quum non dum factus est Christianus, 
extendenda esse mihi quidem videtur valdé probabile.”’ 

— wewoAirevya: TH Oe] a Hebraism; in God’s sight I have 
lived in all good conscience, and not only in the eyes of men. 
The fuller expression is é¢vémoy @cov, or évayrioy @cov, Luke 
i. 6. Acta iv. 19; viii. 21, and rapa @eq, Luke ii. 52. 

2. 5b dpyxsepeds "Avavlas] the high priest Ananias, the son of 


hood, in the procuratorship of Tiberius Alexander, a.p. 48 
(Joseph. Ant. xx. 5. 2), and held it under Cumanus; his cruelty 
and avarice are recorded by Josephus, Ant. xx. 5 3; xx.8 He 
was sent to Rome for trial, before the Emperor Claudius, a.p. 52, 
on the accusation of Quadratus, and (it is most probable) was 
acquitted, and held the office of the high Priesthood at this time, 
and continued in it till he was superseded by Ismael, son of 
Phabi, a little before the departure of Felix from Judea (Joseph. 
xx. 8.2. Cp. Biseoe, pp. 70—76. Winer, p.57. Meyer, p. 397). 
He had himself been a prisoner, and yet he has no pity tor 
St. Paul in his sufferings. 

On the succession of High Priests at this period, see above 
on xxii. 5. | 

8. o¢) thee; emphatic, and to be accented as such. 

— Toixe xexoniapéve] O thou whiled wall; whitewashed out- 
wardly, and of a fair aspect, but inwardly unsound. Cp. ou rdgu: 
xexoviapévot, Matt. xxiii. 27. 

St. Paul here spake “ unadvisedly with his lips,’’ yet this was 
s true prophecy; Ananias was guilty of many crimes, and his 
house was burnt in a sedition raised by his own son, and he 
himself was drawn out from a place of concealment by the sicarii, 
and slain. (Joseph. B. J. ii. 17. 2—9.) A remarkable retribution ; 
he who connived at the conspiracy of assassins against St. Paul 
(xxiii. 14), died by the hands of an assassin. 

— Kal ov xdOp] ‘And art thou sitting there, &c.?’ The xal 
connects the question with the command of Ananias, and brings out 
the inconsistency of his personal conduct with his judicial office. 
On this sense of xal, expressive of indignation, see James i. 4. 

5. ob« #8er] Iwist not, brethren, that he is Hiyh Priest ; for it 
is written, ‘‘ Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy peo- 
ple”’ (Exod. xxii. 28). St. Paul’s apology shows, that he refracted 
what he had said, as language unfit to be addressed to any su- 
perior in the discharge of his duty ; 

Some have supposed that the words ov« f8ew, I wist not, 
merely intimated defect of eye-sight; but this notion is in- 
consistent with these words. If St. Paul could not discern that 
Ananias was High Priest, how could he see that he sat there az 
his judge? 

Or, if it be supposed that he could not distinguish him as 
the High Priest, then his apology amounts to no more than that 
he would not, indeed, call the High Priest by an opprobrious 
name, but that he saw no harm in addressing such language to 
any one else sitting there, as Ais Judge. Indeed, what ie an 
apology, would in that sense be only a repetition of the reproach. 

The same objection seems to lie against the interpretation 
(suggested by Lorinus, Witsius, Schoetigen, Baumg., and others), 
which supposes that St. Paul means by ovx few to say, that he 
did not own him to be a High Priest, for he had purchased the 
office by bribery, and bad shown himeelf to be a Tyrant. 

But St. Paul’s self-correction is recorded here as a warning, 
not to “speak evil of dignilies’’ (2 Pet. ii. 10. Jude 8), even 
though the office they hold is disgraced by them—even though a 
Tiberius or a Nero sits on the throne, still the throne on which 
he sits, and the officer sitting upon it, are not to be treated with 
disrespect. See Matt. xxiii. 2. 

‘“‘ Knowledge,’ says Bp. Sanderson (Preelect. i. § 11, on 
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Conscience), ‘‘may be taken for the actual consideration of a 
thing that was known before; in which sense alone the words of 
St. Paul (in this passage of his speech, Acts xxiii. 5), that have so 
racked the Commentators, are to be understood; I wist not, 
Brethren (says he), that he was the High Priest; that is, Z 
thought not, or I did not sufficiently consider it. As if he had 
said, ‘Pardon, I pray, my Brethren, this just Resentment of 
mine; if my Heat and Passion have carried me into Expressions 
too free, I did not remember the Person I was speaking to, and 
forgot my own Duty. I confess my mistake; I ought not to re- 
vile the High Priest, though he has forfeited the Dignity of his 
Character, but my Passion blinded me so, that I did not suf- 
ficiently consider it.’ A sense perfectly easy and agreeable.’”’ See 
also Bp. Sanderson's Serm. xiii. ad Aulam, § 11, i. p. 331. 

On this sense of #dev, see Acta vii. 18. Rom. vii. 7. Epb. 
vi. 8. Col. iii. 24. It is also involved in the right and enlarged 
use of the word ouyv-el3nois, or Con-scierce. 

S. Jerome, referring to this passage, and arguing from it 
against the Pelagians, says well, ‘‘A man who is alway on his 
guard may haply escape sin; as a lyre, of which the cords are 
always stretched, may avoid uttering a harsh sound. But if he ever 
relaxes his vigilance, he lapses whither he would not; and thus 
our human nature learns its own weakness. The Apostle was 
smitten by a minister of the High Priest, and he retorted on the 
High Priest thus, ‘ The Lord shall smite thee, thou whited wall |’ 
. Where then was the patience of the Saviour, Who, when He 
was led as a lamb to the slaughter, opened not His mouth? We 
do not disparage the Apostle; but we celebrate the praise of 
Cunuist.” &§. Jerome (c. Pelag. iii. 1). Wetst. 

On the bearing of this avowal on the question of Inspiration, 
see above, xv. 38; below, James iii. 2. 

6. yvobs 8¢ 6 MavAos] But when Paul perceived that the one 
part (of the Council) consisted of Sadducees, and the other of 
Pharisees. An example which has been much perverted in modern 
tines. Thus a celebrated Roman-catholic expositor (Corn. A 
Lapide) builds on it the famous maxim, ‘‘ bellum hereticorum 
pax est Ecclesiz ;’’ and he adds, “id sapienter vidit et edixit Car- 
dinalis Hosius,” the great persecutor of the Protestants in Poland 
in the sixteenth century ; 

He calls this the only method of maintaining the Unity of 
the Church; seeking to give a colour to this Machiavellian prin- 
ciple, from God’s act in dispersing the builders of Babel, and 
from the practice of heretics themselves, in burning the corn of 
the field of the Church, like Samson’s foxes, with firebrands to 
their tails (Judges xv. 4, 5). 

Bat St. Paul gives no sanction to this anhappy maxim 
“divide, et impera.” His end is not division, but unify ; and he 
does not seek to attain ¢hat end by any questionable means, but 
by a statement of the truth: “‘ concerning the resurrection of the 
dead, I am this day called in question.””? Cp. xxvi. 23. 

The confession so freely made by Romish Divines of the use 
they themselves make of this example, may serve to put others 
on their guard against their perversions of it; especially when it 
is remembered how they have applied their principles in practice, 
by personating Puritans, Anabaptists, and other sectaries, in order 
to sow dissensions among us, and so to weaken and subvert the 
English Church. See Ware's Foxes and Firebrands, pp. 31—47. 
aby. Bramhaill’s Works, i. p. xcvii. Wali on Infant Baptism, 
li, p. 372, and the late Dr. Wordsworth's Eccles. Biog. iv. 64. 


The proofs there given of the evils of Schism, and of the 
occasions thence afforded to Romish adversaries, and eagerly 
caught at by them, of supplanting the principles of Christian 
doctrine, which we hold, and of propagating their own errors, may 
serve to remind all true friends of the English Reformation, that 
if they desire to promote, and not to damage, the holy cause vin- 
dicated by it, it is their primary duty to discountenance Schism, 
and to maintain Unity. 

— ¢apicalwy] So A, B, C, and many Cursives and Vuig. 
St. Paul means that his family, for more than one generation, had 
been Pharisees.— Elz. apicalov. 

8. Sadsovnatoi~—bapioaio:] for the Sadducees say that there 
is no Resurrection (of the body), nor Angel, nor Spirit, but the 
Pharisees confees both. 

The Sadducees explained away the Angelic appearances in 
the Pentateuch, by supposing that what are there called angels 
were mere creations for the time, and of only a transitory and 
evanescent existence—like clouds. Cp. Lightfoot, ii. p. 702. 

See the passages from Josephus and the Talmud in Biscoe, 
pp. 92—102, and cp. Dan. xii. 2, 3. 2 Macc. vii. 9—36. Matt. 
xxii. 28, and see note above on Acts xii. 15. 

9. Byyedos] Elz. adds ph Geopaxyduery, which are not in the 
best MSS., A, B, C*, E, H, and many:Versions; and were pro- 
bably added, to fill up the Aposiopesis, by the copyists from v. 39. 
For examples of Aposiopesis in New Test., see Matt. xv. 5. 
Mark vii. 11; xi. 32. Winer, § 64, p. 529. 

The Aposiopesis is very appropriate here; it seems to inti- 
mate that the conclusion of the sentence was drowned in the 
clamour of the Sadducees. 

ll, @dpoe:] Elz. adds TavAe, which is not in A, B, C, E, H, 
and many Cursives and Versions. 

— ce Sei ad els ‘Pony paprupica] tt is necessary for thee to 
bear witnese also at Rome,—eils ‘Péuny, at and fo Rome. On this 
use of eis see Mark i. 37; xiii. 9. St. Paul was Christ’s ndprus 
in the two great Capitals of the world; first at Jerusalem, the spi- 
ritual Capital; then at Rome, the civil Metropolis. See on Acts 
xxv. 11. This prophecy was interpreted in a special manner by St. 
Paul’s martyrdom at Rome. eis here repeated with the accusatives 
‘lepovcadA}m and ‘Payny, expresses more than af. ‘Thou barest 
witness fo Jerusalem ; thou shalt bear witness fo Rome.’ 

12. wothoayres cuor. of "lov.] the Jews having made a com- 
bination. So A, B, C, E, and many Cursives.—Ziz. has wor. 
Tives THY lovdalwy over. But it is usual with the sacred writers 
to attribute to the Jews generally whatever is done by some of 
them, with the concurrence or connivance of others, especially of 
thoee in authority, as now. 

— dyebeudricay tavrots] they subjected themselves to an 
dydbeua or Oy (kherem), imprecation. Gal. i. 8,9. 1 Cor. xvi. 
22. They were probably of the number of Ayova) or Sicarii or 
factious insurgents and assassins, who, under pretence of zeal for 
the Law, perpetrated the worst crimes. Joseph. B. J. ii. 13. 3. 
Biseoe, pp. 278, 279, who observes, that ‘‘ from their perverted 
oral traditions and the ill-adduced example of Phineas” (on 
which see Bp. Sanderson’s admirable remarks, vol. ii. pp. 65. 67. 
251; iv. 50), “it was made a rule among them that a private 
person might kill one who had forsaken the law of Moses. Of 
this there is the clearest proof in the Talmud (Sanhedr. c. 9), 
Philo (de Sacrific. p. 855, de MonarchiA, i. p. 819), and Josephus 
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(Ant. xii. 6. 2; xv. 8.1). And it was of the crime of apostasy 
that St. Paul was accused.’’ See also Lardner’s Credibility, i. 
ch. ix. 

To such monstrous abuses may large bodies of men be led by 
the two false propositions, viz. : 

(1) That the “exempla pioram,’—examples of holy men 
(e. g. Phineas),—may be safely followed, without reference to the 
special circumatances under which they acted ; 

(2) That a good end justifies bad means. 

It has been asked, What became of these conspirators ? 

The answer to this question is, that it was as easy to loose 
as to bind. The same person who /aid on the excommunication 
could also fake it off, and particularly with to vows of not 
eating ; any of their Rabbis could absolve them. (Ligh{/oot, ii. 

- 703. 
. Radi was now legalized and consecrated among the 
Jews; and this diabolical spirit had full vent during the Siege of 
Jerusalem, in a few years after this time. And it may be re- 
garded as an act of mercy, that the Jewish Nation was delivered 
by its Roman conquerors from the sanguinary atrocity of its own 
citizens. 

St. Paul found in his own person, that the zeal “‘ not accord- 
ing to knowledge,’”’ by which he himself had been actuated, recoils 
against those who have been hurried on by it to do evil that good 
may come. 

13. xAclous rercapdxovra] more than forty. On this use of the 
comparative without 4, see iv. 22; xxiti.21. Winer, § 35, p. 214. 

— roimoduevo:] So A, B, C, E.— Elz. rerornxéres. 

14. rots dpxsepevos] to the Chief Priests. It would seem that 
the conspirators presumed on the secrecy and the assistance of 
the Chief Priests conniving at, and abetting them, in an act of 
rourder under pretence of religion ; a proof of the power of the 
Evil Spirit to tempt men, and even Ministers of Religion, to be 
guilty of heinous sins, on a pretence of piety and zeal. 

This conspiracy proves that the Jewish Sanbedrim had not 
(as some have mee unlimited power of life and death in 
causes of Religion. If they had, there would have been no need 
for this plot against St. Paul. See above, ix. 2. 

15. Sees] Elz. adds afpsov, which is not in the best MSS., 
and is probably a gloss from v. 20. 


— troor—rot dvedeiv] ready to kill him: on the genitive 
with the infinitive, see Luke xxiv. 25. Actes xiv. 9. Winer, 
§ 44; below, xxvii. |. 

16. 6 vids rijs ddeAQijs] his sister's eon. The only mention in 
the Acta of the Apostles, of any of St. Paul’s relatives. See 
above, Introduction, p. 6. 

The Holy Spirit does not gratify the curiosity of the reader 
of Holy Scripture by graphic sketches of the persona of the holy 
men who are employed by Him to preach the Gospel. He dues 
not recite particulars of their private and domestic history. He 
seems studiously to practise reserve and to keep silence in these 
respects. Perhaps He thus designed to bring out in clearer out- 
line and bolder relief the importance, dignity, and sanctity of 
their publie mission. He would have us regard them as ab- 
stracted from what is merely personal, local, and temporary, and 
as holding a position of their own, which neither time nor place 
can affect,—that of Ambassadors of Christ, Preachers of the Ever- 
lasting Gospel, Foundation-stones set in the wall of the heavenly 
Jerusalem. (Rev. xxi. 14.) 

— 1d tvedpoy] their lying in wait. The Hellenistic form. See 
LXX, Jud. ix. 35, dxd rod évé8pov. Eustath. Odyss. 6, v. 124. 
(Bornemann, who specifies (vydy, xéAevOoy, obpoy, as similar 
forms.) It is here found in B, G, H, and several Cursives.— Elz, 
has rh» évédpay. 

20. néAAwy] So A, B, E, and some Cursives.— Elz. uéa- 
AovrTes. 

23. SefoAdBous] wapaptraxas (Suid.), lancearios (Vulg.). 
The word is used by the Emperor Constantin. Porphyr. (early 
in the 10th century), Themat. i. 1 (i.e. in his treatise on the 
quartering of troops), where he says that the rouvpudoyys has 
under him orpariwras totopdépous wevraxoclous, cul weATarras 
tpiaxoclous, nal Bet:okdBovs éxardy. The rendering of the 
Authorized Version, ‘spearmen,’ is probably correct. And .s0 
Meyer, p. 405. Cp. Wetst., p. 616. 

24. tva—d:avdowo:] That they might conduct him in safety 
through the whole journey to Ceesarea, where he would be under 
Roman protection. 

25. thy riwoy 7.) this form; as follows. Cp. 3 Macc. iii. 30, 
6 wey ris exsoroAis TUros obras éyéyparro. St. Luke does 
nut merely give the substance, but the words. If he had com- 





152 


ich. 21. 33. 


ACTS XXIII. 27—35. 


XXIV. 1. 


Avoias To Kpatiory jyyepdve Bydixe yaipew. 7 ' Tov avdpa rovtrov ovAAn- 


A ld € 5 ~” Be 5 Cd .' ‘rr > ~ i] e 93 >.  ”« > “ “ 
P0évra vd tov “Iovdaiwy, kat péddovra avarpetoOar ua aitav, émirras avy 
A 4 > o Q “ 9 e Aas > 8 > de b 
T® oTparevpate eertapny, palav ore “Pwpaids €or. ™ Bovddpevos S€ eme- 
yvava. THY airiay 8 Hv évexddovy avTa@, KaTHyayov avrov eis Td cuvédprov 
avTav. ™ gy edpov éyKadovpevov mept CyTnpdrwy tov vopov avTtav, pndey 


5é aftov Oavarov 7% Seopav exovra €yrdynpa. 


 Mnyvvbeions 5é pou émBovdys 


3 a 4 rd ¥ e a ~ 3 rd 3 ~ » , 
els Tov avdpa pédd\ew ececPar vrs Tay "Iovdaiwy, éLavrns erepa mpds oe, 
“A » 
mapayyeihas Kal Tols KaTyydpois eye Ta pds avTov Emi Gov. “Eppwco. 
31 e N » aA ‘ .' bY , t “a bd , ‘ 
Ou pev ovv orpariwrat, Kara To Siateraypevoy avrois, avakaBovtes TOV 
IIaddov, tyayov Sia vuxtos eis Thy ’Avtimarpida: ™ rp Sé eradpiov édcavres 


‘ e ” 4 ‘\ > A e@ 4 > ‘ 4 
TOUS Ummets Topever Oar ov avT@ viréotTpepay eis THY wapenBodny 


gy 
33 otrwes 


> 4 > b) , Q 2 , “ > ‘\ ”~ e 4 
eloedOdvres eis THY Katodpeav, cat avaddvres Thy emiotohny TO ayEenove 


La N .' Le 3 ”~ 
TapéaTyoav Kat Tov IavXov aurw. 
> , 2 A \ 6 , @ > oN , 35 m , , ¥ 
évapxias €oTt, Kat wufopevos ott amo Ktduxtas, Avaxovoopat gov, edn, 
9 
OTay Kal Ob KaTHyopol wou Tapayévwrvrau exédevo€ Te abTov "ev TH TpatTwpicp 


m ch. 24. 16. 
& 25. 16. 


n Matt. 27. 27, 


tov ‘Hpawdov duddaocec Gan. 


ach. 28. 2. 
& 25. 2. 


34 2 \ Se . 3 , > 0 
Avayvous 0€, Kal €7€pwrnoas EK Tolas 


XXIV. '* Mera dé wévre Hpépas KaréBn 6 apyxepeds “Avavias pera Tar 


ld \ ¢? 4 XN 4 > , ma ¢ ld “ 
apeoBurépwv Kat pytopos TeprudXov Twos, olTwes evepavcay TO YWyELoVE KaTG 


posed a letter, or given an outline of one (as has been sup- 
posed by some), he would not have imputed to the writer such 
a distortion of the true circumstances of the case ae is found 
in it. 

26. @hAiwxi] fo Felix, the Roman Procurator, appointed by 
Claudius late in a.p. 52 or early in 53; originally a slave, 
brother of Pallas the favourite of the Emperor Claudius; and 
freedman of Antonia, the mother of Claudius, described as 
follows by Roman writers,— ‘Antonius Felix erat libertus 
Antonie matris Claudii imperatoris, frater Pallantis, ejusdem 
Antoniz liberti, Plin. H. N. xxxiii. 10, qui maxima auctori- 
tate apud Claudium valebat. Tacit. Annal. xi. 29. 1, ‘ flagran- 
tissimique eo in tempore gratia Pallas.’ De Felice Tactt. Hist. 
v. §. 6, ‘Claudius defanctis regibus, aut ad modicum redactis, 
Judeam provinciam equitibus Romanis aut libertis permisit ; 
é quibus Antonius Felix, per omnem revitiam ac libidinem, 
jus regium servili ingenio exercuit.’ Jd. Aunal. xii. 64. 1, ‘ At 
non frater ejus (Pallantis) cognomento Felix pari moderatione 
agebat, jampridem Judes impositus, et cuncta malefacta sibi 
impuné ratus, tanta potentid subnixo’ etc. vid. et not. ad Act. 
xxi. 37, extr. Suetonius in V. Claud. c. 28, § 2, ‘eum trium re- 
ginarum maritum’ vocat. Reginas dicit Suetonius regum filias et 
neptes. Duas habuit Drusillas, alteram Cleopatre Agyptiace et 
Antonii, triumviri, neptem, filiam Jube Mauritanie regis, é 


Cleopatra Selene, Antonii filid, sororem Ptolomei, v. Tacit. Hist.- 


v. 9. 7, alteram Agrippe majoris regis, Herodis magni, nepotis 
filiam, vid. not. infra ad xxiv. 24, tertia ignoratur, nec constat 
quonam tempore singulas sibi adjunxerit, v. intpp. ad Sueton. 
LL, et Walchit Commentatio, de Felice, Jude procuratore, Jan. 
1747. 4." Kuin. 

27. civ Te orparetuart] with my soldiery. It was true that 
Claudius Lysias had rescued Paul after he had ascertained that 
he was a Roman. See xxii. 29; xxiii. 10. It was also true that 
he had rescued him before he knew that he was a Roman (xxii. 
25); 

But it was no¢ true, that he had rescued him because he 
knew that he was a Roman, and that he then brought him to the 
Council.—The incidents mentioned are true, but not in the order 
in which they are recorded; and they are so stated as to obviate 
the charge that he bad bound and put him to examination; and 
they afford strong evidence of the genuineness of the document. 


29. under Ekiow Gaydrov) nothing worthy of death. St. Paul 
is pronounced innocent by Lysias, as Christ was by Pilate. St. 
Paul is again pronounced innocent by Festus, xxv. 26, and again 
by Agrippa, xxvi. 31. 

80. Ewexwa) J send ; as &ypava, ecripsi, I write,—the reference 
being to the time at which the lefier would arrive. See Phil. ii. 
28. Philemon 1}, and 2 Cor. viii. 18. 

SL. of pév] With regard to their route, see Rodinson, iii. 46. 
Howson, ii. 330. 

— *Avrixatp{Sa] Built by Herod on the site of Caphar-Sadba, 
and named Antipatris from his father Antipater. (Joseph. Ant. 
xvi. 5. 2. Rodinson, iii. 45. Raumer. Palestin. p.132.) It was 


about thirty-five miles from Jerusalem, and twenty-six miles from 
Caesarea. 

32. wopeteo@a:] A, B, E, and some Cursives, have awépxeo@a:, 
which is received by Lachm., Tisch., and Ajf. 

88. els +. Ka:odpesay] to Caesarea. Thus by God’s Providence 
overruling the designs of the Jews, the Apostle is sent, in conse- 
quence of their conspiracy against him, to preach the Gospel, aa 
Chrys. expresses it, ‘“‘in a nobler Theatre, and before a more 
splendid audience, at Ceesarea ;’’ and thence, eventually, to the 
Capital of the World,—Rome. On Cesarea, see above, x. 1. 

. dvayvods 8é) Elz. adds 4 iyyeuov, which is not in the 
best MSS., and is probably a gloss. 

— dwd Kirsclas] from Cilicia. Felix, the Procurator of 
Judeea, hearing that Paul was of the Province of Cilicia, says 
that he will hear his cause. 

There was therefore a connexion between Cilicta and Judea, 
and this is explained by what has been stated above, Luke ii. 2. 
Both were in the same Presidency, that of Syria. 

35. Siaxotcoua:} I will hear thee thoroughly. See West. 

— 1. mpatoply +. ‘Hpédov] the pretorium of Herod; the 
palace which had been built by King Herod, and was now probably 
occupied as an official residence by the Romsn Procurator. On 
the remarkable coincidences between the testimony of the suffer- 
ings of Christ, in the Roman pretorium at Jerusalem, and of 
those of His Apostle, first in the pretorium of Ceesarea, and 
afterwards in the pretorium at Rome, see below on Phil. i. 13. 


Cu. XXIV. 1. perd wévre jydpas] on the fifth day (Matt. 
xvi. 21 and xxvii. 63) after St. Paul’s departure from Jerusalem. 
See on v. LI. 

— pera tay xpecBurépwr] with the elders. The reading of 
A, B, E, nerd xpecB. tive, seems to be due to a desire to obviate 
an objection, that all the Elders were not likely to have gone 
down to Cesarea. But see xxiii. 12. 20, where of "lovSaio: is 
used in a similar way. The elders are rightly said to do, and to 
be responsible for doing that which is done with their concurrence 
by those who are their representatives. [/ St. Luke had written 
Bh. wperBurépeoy rivwy, it is not probable that the other reading 
would be found, as it is, in the majority of the MSS. 

— Shropos} a ‘rhetor’ (Horat. Sat. i. v. 2), or ‘ caussidicus,’ 
acquainted with Roman Law and Language. [In legal phraseology 
such a man was sometimes called B3:xayicds and dicentearius ; he 
was a very different character from that of the /ijrep, orator, of 
the age of Demosthenes. 

The Gospel, in the person of St. Paul, had now to contend 
with Jewish prejudices allied with Roman Rhetoric, at the bar 
of the Imperial Power, represented by Felix. New combinations 
of hostile forces arose in succession against it; but it overcame 
them all. 

It appears that the Speech of Tertullus was in Lafin. He 
was employed, because he was (what his employers, the Chief 
Priests, were not) familiar with that tongue, his native language, 
as well aa with Roman law. And his harangue, as reported by 
St. Luke, has a Roman character and tone. 
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Did 8t. Paul also speak before Felix in Latin? It would 
seem that he had private interviews with him, without an inter- 
preter (v. 26). 

The practice thus indicated, of the most /earned men of a 
country, such as the Chief Prieste here, hiring Roman Rheto- 
ricians, such as Tertullus, to plead for them, affords an indirect 
and incidental confirmation of the supernatural power of the 
Apostles to speak with divine eloquence, and in languages they 
had never learnt. It is an evidence of the Gift of Tongues. 
St. Peter and St. John, illiterate Galilzeans, and St. Paul, of Ci- 
licia, a country whose barbarous dialect gave a name to solacisms 
—from Soli, in Cilicia,—never have a Tertullus to speak for them ; 
and yet they are more than a match for the Sanhedrim ; and never 
have any difficulty in addressing po assemblies, and pour 
forth theirthoughts with irresistible eloquence. How was this 
done? By the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

2. TepréddAov] Tertullus; a Roman diminutive from Tertius, 
as Lucullus from Lucius. 

8. xaropOepdrey] good deeds. So Elz. But A, B, E, and 
some Cursives have 3:opSepdrey, which is confirmed by Vulg., 
“cm multa corrigantur.” If Scopheudrar, reforms, is the true 
reading, it affords remarkable evidence of the servile sycophancy of 
the orator and the Jews in their zeal against St. Paul. It might 
be said that Felix had conferred benefita on the nation, but it could 
hardly be said that be had done any thing to correct it. The 
orator pleading for the Spiritual Power of the Jewish Nation, 
and for the Nation itself, confesses that his clients needed cor 
rection at the hands of a heathen Magistrate. 

See Joseph. Ant. xx. 8.5. B. J. ii. 13. 3, for an account of 
the attempts of Felix to quell the Sicar#i. On the other hand, 
Felix had ted many acts of misgovernment. See Joseph. 
xx.8.9. Tacit. Hist. v.9. Annal. xii. 54. Sweton. Claud. 28 
(cp. above on xxiii. 26). Although he, as Governor, had quelled 
some insurgents, yet he was more guilty than any of them. 
And in two years after this panegyric from the mouth of Ter- 
tullus, the advocate of the Jews, he was recalled, and was accused 
by them at Rome, and would have been punished, but for the in- 
terceasion of his brother Pallas, then in favour with Nero. Joseph. 
xx. 8. 10. 

4. él xdciov) more than is fit; too long. On the ellipse after 
the comparative, see v. 22. 

5. Aoiwdy] pestem; a pest or plague. The Apostle who 
preached the Gospel of life and health is called a pestilence / So 
Christ had foretold. Matt. x. 25. 

— Na(wpalwy) of Nazarenes. A term of contempt. He 
would not call them Christians; aud they are still called by this 
name by Jews and Mahometans. But St. Paul had declared 
boldly (xxii. 8), that He who had appeared to him on the way to 
Serra had said to him, ¢yé elu: "Incots 5 Na{wpatos, ty od 

es. 


It was ordered by the Providence of God that the Name 
Na(wpatos, used in despite by the enemies of Christianity, con- 
tained, though unknown to them, a fulfilment of the ancient 
prophecy concerning the Messiah as the Nefeer or Branch (see 
on Matt. ii. 23. Jobn xix. 19), and so was an assertion of the 
trath,—that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ. Hence the term 
Na(epaios is readily applied by the Apostles to Him. Acts ii. 22; 
iii. 6; iv. JO; xxvi. 9. 

6—8. wal xard +. 7%. v.—EpxerOar énl of] Not in A 

Vou. I.—Paarr II. 


(“ multas hic lituras lacunasque ha .’ Bornemann), nor in 
B, G, H, and many cursives; and omitted by Griesdb., Lachm., 
and Tisch., not by Matthai, Bornemann, or De Wetie. But per- 
baps these words may have been cancelled by some Copyists, who 
supposed that the Jews had no power of judicatare, Cp. John 
xviii. 31. 

Besides, an interpolator would not have charged Lysias with 
‘ great violence’—of which no evidence had been given in St. 
Luke’s narrative; but he would have taken care to conform him- 
self to the history. 

The words are found in E, and in a great number of 
Cursive MSS. and Fathers. And the probability seems greater 
that they should have been omitted, either by chance (and onsis- 
sions may take place accidentally, whereas additions cannot) or 
purposely, than that they should have been interpolated by the 
tt le They are therefore left in the text. See further, 
on v. 8. 

— xara tov fuérepoy vduov] according to our law. Why 
then the conspiracy, at which the Chief Priests connived (xxiii. 14) ? 
See note there. In cases of BeBhAwors Tov fepov, the Romans 
permitted the Jewish Judicature to inflict capital punishment. 
Joseph. B. J. vi. 2. 4, where Titus says, obx mueis rovs bwep- 
Adrras (i. e. profaning the Temple by intruding beyond the sacred 
limits) Suiv dvaipeiy dwerpéwaper, al day ‘Papaids ris Ff. 
Therefore Tertullus laboured to establish this charge against Paul.” 
See also St. Paul’s reply, xxiv. 18. 

8. wap’ ob] from whom. Perhaps, as some Expositors say, 
from Paul. Cp. xxv. 26, Sxes rijs dvaxploews yerondyns «.7.A. 
Tf so,—this was a suggestion, on the part of Tertullus, that he 
might be examined by questio, such as ghar had employed 
(xxii. 24), where a similar reason is given, éxiyv¢g (20 Corn. 
A Lapide, Grotius, Rosenm.). 

It may be said that Paul, as a Roman citizen, could not be 
so examined. But though it was contrary to law to begin with tor- 
ture (as Lysias had done) and Roman citizens were jegally exempt 
from it, yet since the age of Tiberius, it was commonly resorted 
to even in their case. Cp. the authorities in Howson, ii. p. 322, 
note. 

If the words in vv. 6B—8, xa) xard—ipyerba én) od, are not 
genuine, then of in this verse must refer to Paul. 

But it deserves consideration whether,—if those words are 
genuine, as is probable,—the relative of here does not rather 
refer to Lysias. 

This interpretation is confirmed by what Felix says, v. 22, 
bray Avolas 4 xtAlapxos xatraBf, S:ayveaoual,—aea 8 
which corroborates the opinion, that the words in ov. 6—8 are 
genuine. Let the learned reader judge. 

Besides, to refer to Lysias, was a proof of confidence, which 
Tertullus might well be disposed to show, in the goodness of his 
cause. And it was not very likely that he should refer to the 
defendant himself. 

9. cuveréGerto]) So A, B, E, and many Cursives. — Eis. 
ovydberro. 

10. ex woAAGy ér&v] from many years. About six years. See 
Joseph. xx. 6. 3, and 7. 1, and cp. Chronological Synopsis pre- 
fixed to this Volume, p. 28. Six years were many, compared with 
the length of the tenure of office of most provincial magistrates. 
Felix succeeded Cumanus as Procurator in a p. 52 or 53. 


x 
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11. elot por udp) there are days to me not more than twelve. 
On this use of the dative yo: after tuépa:, see Matt. xv. 32. 
Mark viii. 2. 

— nudpa Sexadto] Elz. has ju. 4 8ex. The # is not in A, B, 

, G; and see above, on xxiii. 13. 

The twelve days may be reckoned as follows :— 

Ist Day, arrival at Jerusalem, xxi. 15—17. 

2nd, interview with James and the Presbyters of the Church 
at Jerusalem, xxi. 18. 

3rd, ‘Ayvopuds, Nazariteship declared, xxi. 26. 

7th, The seven days nearly completed, xxi. 27. Paul ar- 
rested in the Temple, xxi. 30; his to the people, xxii. 1. 

8th, On the morrow (xxii. 30) he is brought before the San- 
hedrim. Vision in the night, xxiii. 11. 

9th, In the morning (xxiii. 12) overture of the Conspirators 
to the Chief Priests, with a view that Paul should be brought 
forth by the Chiliarch on the following day (xxiii. 15. 20). 

Paul sent by night to Antipatris. 

10th, On the morrow arrives at Ceesarea. 

13th, After five days (xxiv. 1), i.e. on the fifth day after 
his departure from Jerusalem, he is accused by Ananias and Ter- 
tullus before Felix, not more than twelve days after his arrival at 
Jerusalem, xxiv. 11. 

— spooxurhowy] to worship. Not to profane the temple, as 
they say. See also vv. 17, 18. 

18. Sévayral co:.] The pronoun oo (not in Elz.) is found in 
A, B, E, and many Cursives, and is confirmed by the Syriac, 
Vulgate, and many Versions. 

15. hv nal obro: xpoo8éxorra:] which they also entertain, A 
remarkable testimony to the general belief of the Jewish Nation 
(notwithstanding the influence of the Sadducees) in a Resur- 
rection to come,—« belief, therefore, to be derived from the Old 
Testament. See xxvi. 7. 

17. 8: erév wAcidvwr] after several years ; four years after 
his last visit, xviii. 22. 

— éAennoctvas] alms. For an illustration of the coincidence 
of this statement, thus incidentally introduced in the Acés, with 
ee in St. Paul's Epistles concerning the collections made 

y him for the poor Saints at Jerusalem (Rom xv. 25. 1 Cor. xvi. 
1—4. 2 Cor. viii. 1—4), see Paley, Horse Pauline, No. i. p. 10. 

— xpoogopds] offeringe. Some Expositors say, for the Feast 
of Pentecost, xx. 16. (Meyer.) But this word suggests a sup- 
position that St. Paul came to Jerusalem under a vow, in order to 
present fhe offerings due at its expiration. See the use of this 
word xpoedopa, in connexion with this visit, for the offering made 
by a Nazarite, xxi. 26, fs oF rpoonydxOn bwrip dvds éExdorou 

ay i xpoogopd. And so Bede (Retr. p. 158), ‘‘ Oblationes 
pertinent ad ea quee ad suasionem Jacobi et seniorum in templo 


o 
18. dy ofs) in which things. See xxvi. 12, éy ofs, wopevdéuevos 
els rhy Aauagxéy. Rom. vi. 21, ég’ ols viv dxacxbverGe. Phil. ii. 


15, év ols palverGe. 1 Tim. iv. 15, dv rodros to6. The reading 
éy als, found in A, B, C, K, and received by Lachm. and Tisch., 
not by Alf. and Bloom/., seems to be a correction of the copyists 
to make an agreement with xpocgopas,—and it is not probable 
that if als had been written by St. Luke it would have been 
altered into ofs. 

— elpdy pe Hynoptvor dv re lepg] they found me separated 
or sanctified as a Nazarile in the Temple. See above, on xxi. 
24. 26. 

His argument is, ‘‘ They have charged me with profaning the 
Temple (v. 6). But the fact is, I came from a distance to Jeru- 
salem to worship (xpooxuyhcer, v. 11) in the Temple; and to 
bring alms of charity, and also offerings of piety (xpoopopas), as 
a Nazarite (see xxi. 26); and they themselves found me in the 
Temple engaged in a holy service, proving my respect for the 
Temple; and they who accuse me of profaning,it, were guilty of 
profanation, in abetting those who seized me when there employed 
in a religious act, of which they prevented the completion.”’ Thus 
their outrage on St. Paul resembled that of Pilate on the Gali- 
lzans, whose blood he mingled with their sacrifices. Luke xiii. 1. 

19. ef r: Exorey] si quid Aad —. 

20. elrdracay, rf] For 7: Elz. has ef 7, but ef is not in the 
best MSS., and the sentence gains force by its removal. +r{/—4 = 
what but 7 : 

21. duriis, hs Expata] this voice, or cry, which I uttered. Cp. 
Winer, p. 148. 

22. dveBdAero)] Elz. prefixes dxotcas 88 ravra 4b #9Acz, which 
words are not found in the best MSS., A, B, C, E, H, or in 
Vulg., Syriac, and several other Versions. 

— dxpiBéorepoy ei8és] Although he had more accurate know- 
ledge of Christianity, than that he needed to be taught the truth 
concerning it, or than would have been supposed in one whose 
practice was such as his with regard to ite Apostle. 

The comparstive is used in similar manner in o. 4 and in 
xxv. 10, xdAAtoy ewcywweowes, i.e. ‘ thow knowest better’ than 
that I need instruct thee, and that thou shouldest make such a 
proposal.”” This use of the comparative is very convenient, as 
suggestive of something understood, which it might be ancourteous 
to express. 

Felix had been Procurator of Judsea for six years; as such 
he had, doubtless, been st Jerusalem on the great festivals, and 
on other occasions when he could not have failed to hear of 
Christ. And his ordinary residence was Caesarea, where Philip 
the Evangelist lived (viii. 49; xxi. 8), and where was a Christian 
Church (xxi. 8—16),—and where, many years before, St. Peter 
had preached, and baptised the Roman Centurion Cornelius 
(x. 1—48). How striking the contrast between the Roman soldier 
sending for Peter to Ceesarea, and the Roman Procurator leaving 
Paul bound a prisoner at the same place! The one condemns the 
other. 
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23. tew—tvecw—pndiva xodvew] Cp. the similar expres- 
sions concerning his detention at Rome, xxviii. 16. 30, 31. 

— brnpereiv) Elz. adds 4 xpovépyecda:, which is not in 
A, B, C, E, or in Vulgate, Syriac, and some otber Versions. 

94. ApovolAAn] Drusilla, daughter of Herod Agrippa I., 
whoee miserable end is described Acts xii. 19—23, and sister of 
Herod Agrippa II., or Junior, mentioned in the two next chap- 
ters. She had deserted her husband Aszizus, king of Emesa, and 
married Felix (Joseph. Ant. xx. 7. 1. See above on xxiii. 24) 
against the Jewish Law. Agrippa, the son of this unhappy 
woman, by Felix, lost his life by an eruption of Vesuvius, a.p. 79 


lee: Ant. xx. 7. 2). 

e words ofcr ‘lov8aig, being a Jewess, are emphatic. St. 
Paul was tried on a charge of breaking the Law at the instance 
of the Jews, before a Ruler who had set those laws at defiance, 
and who yet is flattered by them ! (vv. 3—9.) 

— wept ris els Xpicrby wlorews] concerning the faith in 
Chriet. St. Paul is brought before Felix, the Roman Procurator, 
by his enemies, as a Criminal; but in the second hearing, he 
pleads before Felix and Drusilla as a Preacher of the Gospel. 

The same process takes place in the two following Chapters. 
Felix, having rejected the overture made to him, is withdrawn 
from his office, His opportunity is lost; his day of grace is past, 
and he makes room for Festus, his successor. St. Paul is arraigned 
before him; he invites Agrippa to hear the Apostle. St. Paul is 
brought to answer for himself, before Agrippa and Bernice, and 
he preaches Christ. 

These incidents are doubtless recorded, with a divine design 
of teaching the Church and the World, by two remarkable speci- 
mens, that all Persecutions, excited by the Enemy of God and 
man against the Truth, are, have been, and ever will be overruled 
by God for the Propagation of the Gospel of Christ. 

95. Siareyoutvou abrot—IupoBos yersuevos}] as he was dis- 
coursing of righteousness, and temperance, Of the Judgment 
fo come, Feliz trembled. For the reason of which, see above on 
xxiii. 26 and xxiv. v. 3 and v. 27. 

Here is a lesson to Preachers ; 

To lay the foundation in Faith in Christ (v. 24). 
2) To build upon it, in practical exhortations to Righteous- 
nese and Tem ce, and in warnings of the Judgment to come. 

(3) To apply their preaching to the particular cases of their 


(4) Especially to the particular cases of the great and power- 
ful, whose example is of mach influence with others. 

(5) Not to think their labour lost, if the Felix, before whom 
they preach, does not repent. His history has been a warning to 
many: Ais impenitence has led others to repent. 

— péAdAovros] Elz. adda EcecGa, which is not in the best 
MSS., and appears to be a gloss; like many other words similarly 
inserted in the Textus receptus in this Chapter. See ov. 22, 23. 26. 

St. Paul preacties, before this unjust Judge, concerning the 
jast judgment to come, when all Judges will be judged. ‘‘ Meritd 
coram adulteris Paulus disserebat de Castitate; meritd coram 
injusto Preeside disserebat de Justitid; meritd iniquum judicem 
admonebat Judicem suum fore Christum.” (A Lapide. 

23. xphuara] money. Having heard that Paul had brought a 
pecuniary collection to Jerusalem (ve. 17), and supposing that he 
could command funds from his friends for his release. 


Such a hope of a bribe was opposed to the Roman Law, 
which Felix was appointed to administer, e.g. the Lex Julia 
de Repetundis. Wefet., p. 624. 

— TMatAov) Eis. adds 8res Avoy atrdv, which is not in 
A, C, E, or in Vulg., Syriac, and several other Versions. See 
above on v. 25. 

— dla abrg] he used to converse with him. On thie sense 
of 5u:A& see Luke xxiv. 14. 

27. Sierlas] two years. Even Felix had two full years of 
God’s long-suffering. ‘‘ Lord, let it alone this year also, till I 
shall dig about it and dung it, and if it bear fruit, well; if not, 
then after that thou shalt cut it down.” (Luke xiii. 8, 9.) 

Festus came to displace him, and Felix left Paul bound, who 
would have released him from the thraldom of his sins. 

Two years of imprisonment.—God did not need the labour 
even of St. Paul: and though he was bound, “‘ the Word of God 
is not bound.” (2 Tim. ii. 9.) God shows his own Omnipotence, 
and teaches men humility, by dispensing sometimes with the 
use of His best instruments when, to buman eyes, they seem to 
be most needed. 

Perhaps, also, we should not have had some books of Scrip- 
ture,—perhaps not the Gospel of St. Luke and the Acts of the 
Apostles, and some of St. Paul’s Epistles,—if St. Paul had not 
been imprisoned at Ceesarea and at Rome. Cp. note on Col. iv. 18. 

— brafe 8:ddoxor) he received for his successor. Cp. the words 
of Josephus, Ant. xx. 8. 9, Mopxlov @harov 8iaddxou ShAui 
wauableres Observe.the lenity of St. Luke. He says nothing 
of the subsequent arraignment of Felix at Rome, for malad- 
ministration of his province, on the prosecution of the Jews them- 
selves. 

He states that St. Paul preached before Felix, and ‘‘ hie wife 
Drusilia, a Jewess,” concerning “ Righteousness, Temperance, 
and the Judgment to come,” but be leaves us to gather the evi- 
dence of their unrighteousness, intemperance, and iniquity—and 
by consequence, to ascertain the special pertinency of St. Paul’s 
Sermon before them—from ofher sources, particularly from the 
Jewish annalist Josephus, and from the Roman Historian and 
Biographer, Tacitus and Suetonius. See xxiii. 26. 

A signal proof of Charity and Truth, and, may we not add, 
an evidence also of Divine Inspiration? Such History as this, 
with reverence be it said, could only be written with a pen 
dropped from the wing of the Divine Dove. 

— xdp:ra] So A, B, C.—Els. xdprras.—E, G xdpu. 

— xdpira xarabécba:) to deposit a favour which might be of 
use to himself. 

Gratia in hic formulA loquendi tanquam deposifum con- 
siderantur. Demosth. de falei legat. extr. Agari xdpira xara- 
Géc6a:. Plato Cratyl. 11, xphuara redovvra xa) xdpiras xata- 
T@duevor. Diod. Sic. p. 605, B, xdpw BovAdueros xarabécba 
(rg Bactre?) dxfhAauve xpds rots roAculous. Exempla alia plura, 
vid. ap. Kypkium, Klenerum, Westenium. (Kuin.) 


Ca. XXV.1. rf érapxlq] the ‘ provincia’ of Festus, as Pro- 
curator. On the time of his arrival see above, pp. 24, 25. 

2. 5 Apxsepeds] the chief priest. A, E, G, and some Cursives 
and Versions have of dpx:epeis, which may be the true reading. 
Cp. oe. 15. -_ 
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4. «ls Ka:odpes:ay] at Caesarea. The reading of A, B, E, G,— 
more expressive than that of Elz., éy Ka:capelg. 

6. of 3vvarol] those in power ; the chief among you, the same 
as of xparoi, v. 2. Cp. 1 Cor. i. 26, ob woAAol Suvarol. Rev. vi. 
15, of tAodcio: wal of Buvyarol. So Thucyd. i. 89, and fre- 
quently Josephus, sco B. J. i. 12. 4, "lov8aler—ol dSuvarol: 
ep. ii. 14. 8; ii. 15.2; and ii. 16. 2. (Weist., p. 625; Bisecoe, p. 
107.) Festus did not wish to have 7d xA70os at (xxv. 
24), for fear of an uproar; and he desires to conciliate the 3v- 
varol among them. He knew why Paul had been left bound by 
Felix, and would bave been glad to dismiss the cause; and he 
supposes that after two years’ imprisonment of St. Paul, for no 
proved offence, the anger of the Jews had been cooled. But it 
was not 90; and the new Governor, with little moral courage, is 
ready to ingratiate himself with the Jews, even by a surrender of 
St. Poul (ov. 9. 11). 

G. od wAelous dxTd 4 8éxa}] So A, C, and several Cursives and 
Versions, and B, except that it has wAelovas.—Elz. xAelouvs # 
3éxa. Cp. on John vi. 19. 

7. ab’rév] omitted by Eis., but in A, B, C, E, and many Cur- 
sives and Versions; it intimates that they had access to Festus, 
and beset Aim, in order to prejudice him against Paul. 

— alridpatra} So A, B,C, G, H. “ Notabilis in vitio con- 
sensus,” says Bornemann.—Elz. alriduara. If, indeed, the word 
here used is from alride, then the reading of A, B, C, E, G, H is 
erroneous; but it is to be derived from altide, ‘ream (alrior) 

’ ¢ criminari.’ 

9. xtpy xarabécGa:) to deposit a favour. An imitation of the 
policy of Felix (xxiv. 27). 

— xptOjva:] So A, B, C, E, and several Cursives.—Ziz. 
xplreq@as. 

— dw duov] before me. Not before the Sanhedrim, who are 
thine enemies, but before me, an impartial Judge. And yet 
Festus “ wished to do the Jews a favour.’”” And why would he 
take Paul to Jerusalem, where there was a conspi against him ? 
Why not judge him at Cesarea? St. Paul saw the snare and 
avoided it. Cp. xxviii. 19. 

10. éxt rot Ahuaros Kaloapos tordés eiuc} I already stand in 
my own resolve, founded on the divine will, at Caesar’s judgment- 
seat. I desire to be sent to Rome, and to be judged there. 
(Ammontue, Chrys.) As Chrys. observes, he remembered the 
divine Vision at Jerusalem (xxiii. 11), and made the appeal more 
confidently. This is a reply to the proposal of Felix, aré thou 
willing to be judged before me ? 

He replies also to the secret designs of Festus, who wished 
to gain the favour of the Jews by the sacrifice of Paul; and he 
says, ebSels ue Sdvara: abrois xapicac@ar Kaloapa éwixa- 
Actus. Sees. ll. 

That this is the true interpretation, and not, that, in standing 
before Festus, Ceesar’s representative, he then stood before 
Cesar, sppears from the answer of Festus (v. 12), to Cesar thou 
hast appealed, to Cesar thou shalt go. Compere also xxviii. 18, 
19, where S. Paul explains the reasons of his conduct in this re- 
spect, and says, that the Jews delivered him a prisoner into the 
hands of the Romans, who were ready to release him as innocent, 


bat that the Jews resisted this design, and that therefore he was 
compelled to appeal to Ceesar. 

St. Paul’s privilege of Roman Citizenship was here made 
serviceable as before (xxii. 27; xxiii. 27) for the furtherance of 
the Gospel. See note on xxii. 25, and below on ». 23. 

In the resistance of the Jews to his liberation, St. Paul re- 
cognized a fulfilment of what had been already revealed to him 
by God, concerning the witness he was to bear to Christ at Rome 
(see xix. 21; xxiii. 11). Therefore he adds, of we Sez xplve- 
o6a:, where it is God’s will that I should be judged. On this 
use of Sei, see xix. 21, Set pe nal ‘Pduny ideiy: xxiii. 11, 8eo wal 
els ‘Pony paprupioa: xxvii. 24, Kaloap: ot 8¢i xapaorivas. 

Observe,—the words are not ob Sei ne xplyerOa, but ob ne 
Sei xplvecOa:, with an emphasis on pd, me; 90 xxvii. 24, Kaloaps 
ot Sef xapacrijya:. I have received a special direction from 
heaven in this matter. J, the Apostle of Christ, have a special 
duty to perform. My arrest by the Jews, and their charges 
against me, have already been made ministerial by God to the 
preaching of the Gospel by my mouth, from the stairs of the 
castle at Jerusalem to the People, and to the Sanhedrim, and 
before Felix at Ceesarea (see on xxi. 40; xxv. 23); and they are 
yet, under divine counsel, to be made subservient to a wider and 
higher design—that of carrying me to preach the Gospel at Rome. 
Therefore I will nof return to Jerusalem to be judged there, as 
thou proposest that I should do. I have delivered my message 
there; and it has been rejected. I have also delivered it at 

I must now declare it at Rome. 

These considerations may suggest a reply to the question, — 

Why St. Paul appealed to Cesar? 

— «dAAtoy] thow knowest better than to need information 
from me. See dxpiBdorepoy, xxiv. 22, and 3 Tim. i. 18, BéArio»y 
ob yryvéoxes. Cp. 2 Cor. viii. 17. Winer, p. 217. 

11. ot wapa:trotpa:] ‘non deprecor.’’ 

For examples of its use, see Weist., p. 626. 

— pet xaploacba:}) to compliment me away to them. 2 is 
emphatic—me, an innocent man. 

— Kaloapa éwixadotvua:] ‘Ceesarem appello.” I appeal to 
Cesar: a process which was allowed to Roman Citizens, and 
often saved them from the unjust usage of inferior Magistrates ; 
by the Lex Julia, L. xlvii. 6. 7, ‘de vi publici tenetur,’ &c. 
and L. xlix. de Appellat. (Wetst. p. 626.) The same right of appeal 
followed from the Valerian, Porcian, and Sempronian Laws, 
which had given a right of appeal to the People; afterwards 
transferred to the Emperor. Cp. Plin. x. 97, in his letter to 
Trajan concerning the Christians whom he sent to Rome, “ quia 
cives Romani erant.’”’ 

12. wera rot cupBovalov] with hie Council, or Assessors. 
‘‘Habebant provinciarum preesides suos assessores (ut vocantur & 
Lamprid. Vit. Alex. Severi c. 46) consiliarios (Suefon. Tib. 33) 
qui a Josepho B. J. ii. 16 dicuntur plac: syeudvos, & Dio. Cass. 
p- 505, E.—wdpe8po:, quibuscum, antequam sententiam dicerent, 
deliberarent, v. Perizonius de Preetorio p. 718. Casaubonus 
Exercitt. Antibaron. p. 137.” (Kesin.) 

— sopetoy] ‘“‘heec videtur dixisse terrendi Pauli causa.” 
(Bengel.). 
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18. ’Ayplawas 6 Bactkets] Agrippa the king. Agrippa II., or 
Junior, son of Agrippa I., who was struck by a mortal disease at 
Ceesarea, A.D. 44 (see Acts xii. 1923); and brother of Bernice 
and Drusilla (Acts xxiv. 24). It would seem as if the curse of 
Edom hang over this unhappy family. 

Agrippa was only seventeen years old when his father died 
(Joseph. Ant. xix. 9. 1), and was not allowed to succeed him at 
once; but received from Claudius (a.p. 48) the principality of 
Chalcis (Joseph. xx. 1. 1; 5.2), and the superintendence of the 
Temple at Jerusalem, and the nomination of the High Priests 
(Joseph. xx. 1.3). Four years afterwards he received the tetrar- 
chies that had belonged to Philip and Lysanias (Luke iii. 1), with 
the title of Kiny. And in a.p. 55 his dominions were farther 
increased by Nero, with some cities in Galilee (Joseph. Ant. xx. 
8.5). He was the last of the Herods, and lived to see the fall of 
Jerusalem, and died at the age of seventy-three, in the third year 
of Trajan, a.p. 100 (Phot. Bibl. Cod. 33. Winer, i. p. 485). 

The assertion of Photius extending the life of Agrippa to 
the third year of Trajan is doubted by Pearson and Weistein 
(p. 628), who state grounds for believing that Agrippa died before 
that time. The difference of the language of Josephus, who 

Jlatters Agrippa in his Jewish History, published in Agrippa’s 
lifetime, but sometimes censures him in his Antiquities (xx. 8. 11), 
published afterwards, has thus been accounted for. 

It is observable, that although St. Luke calls Agrippa a 
King, he does not call him by the title which he gives to his 
father (xii. 1), ‘* Herod the King (of Judea) ;’’—another instance 
of his accuracy. 

— Beprixn] Bernice, the Macedonian name for @epevlun (see 
above on xvii. 10), eldest daughter of Herod Agrippa I. She had 
been married to her uncle Herod, king of Chalcis, and after his 
death to Polemon, king of Cilicia (St. Paul’s country), whom she 
had deserted 8: dxoAaclay, &s Epacay (Joseph. Ant. xx. 7. 3); 
her infamous character was well known at Rome (Juvenal, vi. 
155), where she had an illicit connexion with the destroyer of her 
country. (Sueton. Tit. 7.) 

The fullowing are the statements of Josephus and other 
ancient writers concerning her. Joseph. Ant. xx. 7. 3, Bepylun 
Se pera thy ‘Hpédov reAeurhy, ds abrijis drhp cal Ocios dyeydvei, 
wokbv xpévov émxnpetoaca, phuns emoxotons, Sri TE BeACE 
ouries, welOer TloAduwva, KiAcclas 38 hy obros Bacireds, wepirep- 
véuevoy ByerOa: xpos yduov avrhy, obrws yap érAdykew ero 
Wevdeis ras BiaBoAds. Kal 6 MoAduow éreloOn udriora did roy 
wdovroy abris’ ob pey él woAd cuvéuecver 5 yduos, GAA Bepylan 
8° &xodaclay, &s Epacay, xararelwe: roy TloAdueva’ 6 88 dua 
Tov v «al Tov Tuis Eec: T&y "lovdalav dupéverw dwhAAakTo. 
Juvenal, Sat. vi. 156 sqq. “* Adamas notissimus, et Berenices In 
digito factus pretiosior, hunc dedit olim Barbarus incestee, dedit 


hunc Agrippa sorori, Observant ubi festa mero pede sabbata 
reges, Et vetus induiget senibus clementia porcis.” Suetonius, in 
the life of Titus (7), says, ‘ Suspecta in eo (7¥#o) etiam luxuria 
erat—nec minus libido propter exoletorum et spadonum greges, 
propterque insignem reginse Berenices amorem, cui etiam nuptias 
pollicitus ferebatur—Berenicen statim ab urbe dimisit, invitus 
invitam.” Tacit. Hist. ii. 81, ‘‘ Regina Berenice—florens etate 
formaque, et seni quoque Vespasiano magnificentia munerum 
grata. 

— dowacépeva: roy Sijoroy] to salute Festue on his promo- 
tion to the office of Procurator—a significant sentence: they 
came thither to pay their court to the Representative of Cesar, 
and there they rejected the Gospel preached to them hy the 
Ambassador of Christ. 

15. xaradixnvy] So A, B, C.—Elz. Sleny. 

16. ‘Popafors] not the Romans, but Romans, as such. 

— brOpwrxoyv] Elz. adds «ls dxéAcsay, which is not in A, B, 
C, E, and is probably a gloss. 

18. tpepoy] So A, B,C, E, G.—Elz. éxépepoy, which would 
rather mean ‘ brought in addition ;’ which is not the sense here. 

— ¢ye bwevdovy] So A, B, C.—Elz. brevdouy éyd: but eye 
is emphatic here; ‘ their charges differed from what J was antici- 
pating. 

— rovnpdy] evil. So A, B, C, and many Cursives and Ver- 
sions; the word is omitted by E/z. The word does not appear 
to be a gloss, but is well opposed to (yrfyara, which follows. 

19. rijs [dlas 8eiesBaspovlas] his own (i.e. Paul’s) private eu- 
perstition. Festus would not have spoken thus to Agrippa, the 
King of Judea, concerning Ais religion. 

21. ZePacrov] Augustus, at that time Nero. Cp. v. 10. 

22. éBovrAduny] I myself was wishing to hear the man,—of 
whom doubtless Agrippa already knew much. See xxvi. 26. 

23, 24. "Ayplrxa — Bepvixns —@fjcrov} Agrippa—Bernice— 
Festus. St. Paul’s arrest in the Temple at Jerusalem, and his 
appeal to his Roman citizenship, were made by Divine Providence 
the occasions for the public preaching of Christ on numerous 
great occasions, and to many illustrious auditories in different 
places ; and thus the fury of Satan against him was overruled to 
the glory of God, and to the extension of the kingdom of Christ 
by the ing of His Word, as follows— 

(1) To the people at Jerusalem from the stairs of the Castle 
(xxi. 40; xxii. 1—2}). 

(2) To the High Priest and Sanhedrim there (xxiii. 1—6). 

(3) To Feliz and the Roman Garrison, the Chiliarchs or 
re ae of the Roman Cohorts af Caesarea (Joseph. B, J. iii. 
4. 2), and other Chief Persons of that City (xxiv. 10—2}). 

oy To Feliz and Drusilla privately at Casarea (xxiv. 
24, 26). 
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(5) To many others at Casarea, to whom Paul had free 
access (xxiv. 23), during his two years, custody there. 

(6) To Festus at Ceesarea (xxv. 10). 

(7) To Festus and King Agrippa, and Bernice, and the 
officers and Court there (xxv. 23 —2,, xxvi. 1—29). 

(8) To the sailors and others in the voyage from Cesarea 

xxvii. ). 
: (9) To the chief and people of Malta (xxviii. 7—10). 

(10) And lastly, the climax of all—at Rome, the Capital of 
the world (xxviii. 16—31). Well might St. Paul say what he did 
at Rome; ‘the things which happened unto me have fallen out 
rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel.’’ See Phil. ii. 12. 

It is a striking coincidence, that Herod Agrippa II., the son 
and successor, and Bernice and Drusilla, the daughters of Herod 
Agrippa I., were brought by Divine Providence to hear the preach- 
ing of the Apostle Paul, at Cesarea, the scene of the vain-glorious 
display and miserable end of their father, Herod Agrippa I., who 
had killed St. James, and imprisoned St. Peter (xii. 1. 3. 19—-23). 

Almighty God showed His long-suffering to the Princes, as 
well as to the People, of Judea. He had sent the Baptist to 
Herod Antipas; he wrought a miracle to deliver St. Peter, and 
to awaken the conscience of Herod Agrippa the First; and his 
Children are now permitted to heer the word of God from St. 
Paul; a message made more solemn by the circumstances of their 
father’s death. But as it was with the People, so also with the 
Princes of Judeea, They let the day of grace pass by. They 
neglected God’s invitations and warnings; and in them the royal 
house of the Herods became extinct. Their kingdom was 
destroyed by those whose favour they courted, and to whom they 
looked for protection. They relied on the Roman power at 
Ceesarea, rather than on the favour of the God of Jerusalem ; and 
they were enslaved by the Ceesars, because they rejected Christ. 

25. undev Kfioy abr. Oavdrov] A confession of St. Paul’s in- 
nocence from the mouth of his Judge. See also the avowal of 
Lysias above, xxiii. 29, and of Agrippa, xxvi. 31. 

26. rg Kuplp] ‘Domino meo,’ my Lord; a title declined by 
Augustus (Teriull. Apol. 34. Sueton. Octav. 53) and by Tiberius 
(Tacit. Ann. ii. 87. Sueton. Tiber. 27), because in their judg- 
ment it was due only to the gods; but now accepted and borne 
by Nero, who murdered his mother Agrippina, and his wife Oc- 
tavia, and his master Seneca, and set fire to his own capital, and 
persecuted and the Christians for his own sin, and 
killed the Apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul. 

In ¢his world, be who calls Nero ‘his Lord,” has the dis- 
posal of him who calls Christ his Lord,—a proof of a future 
Resurrection and of a Judgment to come. 


In the Acts of the Apostles, Christ is displayed as Kdpios, 
“‘ Lord of Lords.’ ‘ Hee ided observo (says Wetstein here) ut 
intelligamus Lucam qui Christum vocat xar’ éfoy}y Képioy, di- 
vinam ejus naturam indicare voluisse.”’ See Jniroduction, p. 4. 

— tijs dvaxploews] the ‘ divinatio,’ or preliminary inquiry. 

— yptye] So A, B, C._—Elz. ypdya:, but ypdye is prefer. 
able. He was not simply desirous of having something to write, 
for writing’s sake, but to have something that he might write with 
the prisoner whom he was obliged to send. 


Cu. XXVI. 1. rhy xeipa] the right Aand,—the Aand which 
was at liberty ;—the other was chained, v. 29. 

St. Paul’s courage and presence of mind in public assemblies 
is noted by St. Luke on several occasions by reference to the ac- 
tion of his hands (see xiii. 16; xxi. 40); and this reference is 
characteristic of the narrative of an eye-witness. 

2. frynua] I have thought. St. Paul distinguishes between 
Tryovpat and Fynpas Phil. iii. 7, 8. 

8. pdriota ydortny Syta ce] because thou art eminently 
skilful. Winer, Gr. Gr. § 32, p. 206. So Eph. i. 18. 

On Agrippa’s zeal for the £@n of the Jews, see Joseph. Ant. 
xviii. 9; xix. 5. 6. Biscoe, p. 53, and the mention in the Talmud 
concerning his knowledge of the law; Schoetigen, p. 430. 

5. axpiBeordrny] strictest. A word frequently used also by 
Josephus to describe the sect of the Pharisees, to which he be- 
longed. B. J. i. 5; ii. 18. Ant. xvii. 2. 

6. wardpas jar] our fathers: “yer is not in Elz., but it 
is in A, B, C, EK, and adds force to the argument. St. Paul, as a 
Christian Apostle, is studious to present himself in Agrippa’s sight 
as a true Israelite, a legitimate heir of the promises to Abraham 
and the Fathers. Agrippa himself was a Proeelyte, 

7. 7d Sadexdpurcy nuar] our twelve tribes. See James i. 1. 
St. Paul appeals from the Jews at Jerusalem to the Jewish na- 
tion throughout the world. He calls them Se3exdpuAoy, making 
one body spiritually, though scattered every where locally. 

— dyxadotpas, Baoirev, brd "lovsaley] Els. has drd réy'L, 
but réy is not in A, B, C, E, G, H; and the sense is stronger 
without it. ‘J, who am a Jew indeed (see v. 6), and am con- 
tending for the hope of Israel, am now accused by Jews.’ Some 
MSS. place SaciAed after "lovdaley. But "lovSaley stands with 
peculiar force at the end of the sentence. And so it is placed in 
A, G, H, and other MSS. Cp. the position of "Iovdaio: in v. 4, 
bapicaios, v. 5; xpiyduevos, v. 6; ‘lepocoAduors, v. 10; Wipor, 
v.10; and BAacdnpeiv, v. 11. In all these the xéyrpoy or acz- 
leus of the sentence is at the end,—to leave a deeper impression 
in the mind. Cp. in St. Stephen’s speech, BaSvAevos, Acts vii. 43. 


ACTS XXVI. 9—17. 
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8. el] #f; not for &r:, nor for ‘ whether ;’ but ‘éf’ Jf God, Who 
is Omnipotent, raises the dead, .will you be incredulous? No; 
rather, we ought to receive such evidence of His power and love 
to us with thankfulness and joy. 

. Cp. the similar use of «/ in Clem. Rom. 26, @avpacrdy vopl- 
(oper elvar ef 5 Snusoupyds axdytray avdoraciy woioeras 
(Grinfield). 

— ¢yelpe:] raiseth. The ery tense indicates a permanent 
attribute, and repeated act, of God. 

10. roAXAods tay a&ylev} many of the saints. Cp. Acts ix. }, 
ZatAos éuxvdav ddvov. The death of St. Stephen is the only 
martyrdom described in the Acts, but doubtless there were many 
others, of which it is a specimen. See Heb. x. 32—34. The 
words, Heb. xii. 4, ““ Ye have not yet resisted unto blood,’’ ad- 
dressed to the private Christians of Palestine, do not preclude 
the a Laren that many of their teachers, and many of the 
fai at an earlier time, had suffered martyrdom for Christ. 
See Stuart on Hebrews, i. p. 72, § 10. 

— rhvy—é€ovolay] the requisite authority and commission, 
which made them responsible for my conduct, which is also thus 
proved to be of public notoriety, and cannot be questioned. 

— xarhveyxa Wiigoy] I gave a vote againet them. It would 
seem that Saul himself had been a member of the Sanhedrim, 
and took part in its Judicial proceedings, by hearing causes and 
voting upon them. “ Presbyteratis dignitatem (of a Jewish 
Elder) 4 Gamaliele accepisse Paulum, antequam Christo nomen 
dederat, non videtur dubitandum.”’ Selden, de Synedr. ii. 7. 7. 
Vitringa, de Synag. iii. 7, p. 707. Biscoe, p. 269. Though called 
@ young man, veayias (vii. 58), he was probably at least thirty 
years of age. WWieseler, p. 155. On the phrase évéyxa: Wipor, 
see Wetst. p. 633. 

IL. xara wdoas ras cuvaywyds] through all the synagogues. 
A fulfilment of Christ’s prophecy, k xiii. 9. St. Paul himself 
was often afterwards scourged in the Synagogue, 2 Cor. xi. 24. 
On the practice of scourging in the synagogues, see Selden, de 
Syned. ii. 10. Biscoe, p. 270, who examines the question why 
Paul was scourged in the Synagogue, but not ‘ put out of the 
Synagogue,’ John ix. 22; xii. 42. 

12. dy ofs] A phrase used by St. Paul, xxiv. 18. 

— dritporis}] commission.—e proof of his former dignity, and 
of what he sacrificed for Christ. on the history, see Acts ix. 3; 
xxii. 6. 

18. gas] Hight. If such was the splendour of His appearance 
then, and such its effects,—what will they be, when He comes 
hereafter in His glorious Majesty to judge the quick and dead ? 

14. +. ‘Efpal8: 8:arécry] in the Hebrew tongue. St. Paul, there- 
fore, was not now speaking in Hebrew, but probably in Greek. 
This appears also from a se oda of this passage with xxii. 7, 
where he waz speaking in Hebrew, xxi. 40. 

— rl ud dicbnecs;} Not rf 8idners pé; but rl ud 8.; ue is em- 
phatic. Me,—the of all; Me, thy Saviour and King; Me, 
the Head of the Church, Who am persecuted by those who per- 
secute her. See above, ix. 4. 

— oxdrnpéy cos pds xévrpa Aaxri(ew] A proverb taken from 
the act of an ox kicking against the goad which wounds him when- 
ever he kicks. (Vorst. de Adag. N. T. p. 821.) ‘“ Duram est 
tibi adversus stimulam calces mittere,’’ says Aug. Serm. 169, 











‘‘possem enim te dimittere; tu vexareris punitionibus Meis, non 
Ego frangerer calcibus tuis, sed non te dimitto. Seevis, et mise- 
reor; Quid Me persequeris? Non enim timeo te, ne iterum Me 
crucifigas ; sed volo agnoscas Me, ne oocidas non Me sed te.” 

It is not (as some have supposed) divine grace, but the re- 
sistless power and punitive justice of Christ, which are here com- 
pared to the xéyrpoy, or goad. By ting others, Saul was 
resisting Him Who is irresistible, and provoking Him Who is the 
Judge of all,—AAous Sidney abrds dxdicnera:. He is impinging 
on the “stone of stumbling,’”’ which will grind him to powder. 
Luke xx. 18. 

Even when in Heaven, our Blessed Lord did not disdain to 
use a proverb familiar to the Heathen world. Cp. Pindar, Pyth. 
ii. 173, pépew 3° drappas "Exavxévioy AaBdvra Huydy 7 dphye. 
Tlorl xéyrpoy 3€ ro: AanriCenew reaAdde: dAloOnpos olpos. 
eechyl. Prom. 323, otxovy Uuorye xpdpevos SidacxdrAw Ipds 
xéytpa x@Aoy extreveis, where the Scholiast says, xpbs xévrpa 
wo@doy exrelyes 5 Bovs, Aaxti{e: 3t nevrotuevos bwd xévrpou, 
Gore Aaxri(es axpbs xévrpow xa) rd KBdAoy aludoces. ‘O yap xpds 
xéyrpa Aaxri(ay robs iSlous wé8as aludooe. Syoly ody édy 
mor ph weoOjs, BrAdweis ceauréwr—tor: 3¢ wapoula. Aga- 
memn. 1633, xpds xévrpa ph Adxri(e, ph whoas poyys. Eurip. 
Bacch. 791, Gunotuevos wpds néytpa AaxriCou, Ovntds dv Cag. 
Terent. Phorm. i. 2. 27, ‘‘ Venere in mentem mihi isthec: nam 
quee inscitia est, Advoreum stimulum calces /'’ 

On our Lord’s use of Proverbs, see Matt. vii. 3; xiii. 52. 
Luke v. 39. 

The adage is fitly introduced by St. Paul in this speech 
before a heathen Procurator and a mixed audience at Ceesarea, 
but was not recited in his address at Jerusalem, xxii. 7. It was 
very suitable to be addressed to him who was to be the A of 
the Gentiles. The ox is a Scriptural emblem for the Christian 
Minister (Isa. xxxii. 20) drawing the plough over the field which 
is to receive the seed of the Word; or as treading out the corn 
when grown, in order that it may be ground into bread. It is 
used as such by St. Paul himself, 1 Cor. ix. 9. 1 Tim. v.18. — 

16. dpOhoopa:] I will reveal myse{f. A prophetic intimation 
that Saul was to expect further revelations from Jesus; this pro- 
mise was afterwards fulfilled in Arabia (Gal. i. 11. 17), at Jeru- 
salem (xxiii. 11), and elsewhere (2 Cor. xii. 1—7). 

1%. dfapoduevos] ‘eripiens,’ Vulg. puduevos, Hesych.; ‘ deli- 
vering thee from,’ Authorized English Version,—a rendering 
censured by some learned Expositora, e. g. Heinrichs, Kuin., and 
others, who translate it, ‘choosing thee.’ But how could St. 
Paul be said to be chosen from the Gentiles? And the word 
€€aipetoOa: is used for ‘deliver’ four times in the Acts, vii. 10. 
34; xii. 11; xxiii. 27, which, with the present passage, are the 
only places where it is found in this book. Indeed, éfapeto@a: is 
never used for ‘choose’ in the New Testament. 

It may be observed here, in justice to the Authorised Ver- 
sion, that it has not unfrequently been condemned for renderings 
preferable to those which some persons, who censure it, have pro- 
posed to substitute for them. See xxi. 16; xxvi. 22; xxvii. 12. 

— cd dwoordAAw] o2 is emphatic; i.e. thou, now a Perse- 
cator, art to be My Apostie to them. I am sending thee to them. 
See on Rom. i. 1]. Christ gave an Apostolic commission to St. 
Paul at his Conversion; but St. Paul was not ordained and enabled 
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by the Holy Ghost to execute the Apostolic office till some years 
afterwards. above on xiii. 1, 2. In like manner also, the 
other Apostles received an Apostolic mission from Christ, to go 
into all the world, after His Resurrection; but they were com- 
manded by Him to farry in Jerusalem after His Ascension, till 
they should be endued with power from on high (Luke xxiv. 49. 
Acts i. 4. 9); and they were not ordained and empowered by the 
Holy Ghost to execute their Apostolic functions until the Day of 
Pentecost. 

This is very necessary to be observed, because some ns 
have dated St. Paul’s Apostleship from his Conversion; thus ex- 
cluding the Holy Spirit from His proper work in the Ordination 
of St. Paul. See note above on xiii. 2. 

19. obk eyevduny dweiOhs] I did not become disobedient. 
Therefore, even in this extraordinary case of St. Paul, divine 
Grace was nol irresistible. (Bengel.) He might have been dis- 
obedient, if he had not taken care to live with a pure conscience. 
Acts xxiii. 1. 

22. dé] 80 A, B, E.—Els. wapd. add is more expressive; 
the éxixoupla proceeding from, as well as given by, God. 

— paprupdnevcs] So A, B, G, H; ‘testificans’ (Vulg.); 
‘witnessing’ (Auéh. Vers.),—e rendering censured by Meyer and 
De Wette, who read paprupotuervos, and translate it, ‘ witnessed 
to by small and great.’ Cp. above, v. 16 and xx. 26, and note on 
] Thess. ii. 11. 

23. ef) for Sri, says Theophyl. p. 308, and so Chrys. But it 
may retain its proper sense, whether, and so it marks the modesty 
of St. Paul. It does not depend on éAdAncay, but on Aéyor,— 
and the sense is, ‘I debated the question whether (as I affirm) 
the Christ was to be capable of suffering, and whether He was to 
be first,’ &c. See xvii. 11, dvaxplyovres ef Exo: ta’ra obrws. 
xxv. 20, fAeyow el BotAo:ro. ‘I did not shrink from these in- 
quiries, but argued them with the Jews.’ 

— walntdés) passibilis. So Ignat. Eph. 7, spéroy wands, 
xai rére dwaGhs. Cp. Phil. 9, waOnrd» xpirdy al ypagal 
xnptocovew. Polycarp. 3, roy dxaby, roy 82 qyas rabyréy. 
Justin M. c. Tryph. 36, rdOn7ds Xpiords wpoe~nredOyn pérAAew 
elvat. That the one and the same Messiah should not only reign 
but suffer, be made perfect through suffering, and so enter into 
His glory, was a doctrine which even the disciples had yet to 
learn at the close of Christ’s ministry. (Luke xxiv. 26. 46.) But 
they did learn it under the influence of the Holy Ghost (Acts iii. 
18; xvii. 3) afterwards, when ra wadfuara tov Xpiorrov were 
often in their mouths. 2 Cor. i. 5—7. Phil. iii. J0. Heb. ii. 9, 10. 
1 Pet. i. 11; iv. 13; v. 1. See By. Pearson on the Creed, Art. 
iv. pp. 344— 360; see also Art. ii p. 164. 

24. peydrAy th perf] with his voice raised. See xiv. 10. 
1 Cor. xi. 5. Winer, § 18, p. 98. 

— palyp, Maire] Thou art mad, Paul; ‘we fools accounted 
his life madnese ;? see Wisd. v. 4,—a lesson happily chosen by 


the Church for St. Paul’s day. Cp. 2 Cor. v. 13, ef yap é- 
éornucy, Geg. 

— Ta WOAAa yodupara] thy much learning. John vii. 15. 

25. od palyova:] ‘1 am not mad now; I am now sober.’ He 
had charged himself with exceeding madness in his former career 
as 8 Persecutor, v. 11. 

26. rovro) this. The last word in the sentence, and emphatic. 
See above, ». 17. Iu a corner was not done this; i.e. this my 
Conversion ; it was in the public road at mid-day ; not so, the two 
conspiracies of the Jews to take away my life (xxiii. 16; xxv. 3). 
They were done in a corner. 

28. dy daly pe welOecs Xpurriavdy yevdrOai] in a trice thou 
art persuading me to become a Christian. The meaning of these 
words, and of St. Paul’s reply, which must be considered with 
them, has been the subject of much controversy. It appears to 
be as follows : 

St. Paul had been relating to Agrippa the history of his own 
sudden conversion from a strict Pharisee (v. 5) and bitter Perse- 
el of eae (v. 9), to a Christian Confessor and Apostle 

vv. 16—20). 

Festus bad interrupted him by the exclamation, ‘‘ thou art 
mad, Paul.” Paul, having denied that assertion, and having as- 
serted his own sanity, next turns himself to Agrippa, and appeals 
to his knowledge of what had been said. He then makes a per- 
sonal application to him as a Jew, and appeals to his faith in the 
Hebrew Scriptures of Moses and the Prophets. And on the 
ground of that faith he urges him to take the next step as a 
logical consequence of that faith, and to confess Christ, and de- 
clare himself a Christian (see vv. 22—27). 

Agrippa feels the force of the appeal; he does not deny the 
truth of St. Paul’s premises, nor does he say that the duty of 
confessing Christ is not their reasonable conclusion; but he en- 
deavours to the blow, and evade its force. He tries to 
repel St. Paul’s appeal by a personal reference to his case. Thou 
bast described thine own conversion to Christianity. It was very 
rapid and sudden ; it was effected dy dAlyy, in a shori time,—in 
@ moment,—as it were with a word and a blow. This might 
have been very well for thee, who hast had, as thou sayest, a call 
from heaven to become a Christian. It may be right that J also 
should embrace Christianity; but such a great and important 
change requires much time and thought, for one like myse/f in 
high estate and royal dignity,—one who is a Jewish king and has 
the charge of the Temple. What a change would that be to me / 
—to me, the head of the royal house of the Herods, to become a 
Christian! You are hurrying me on too fast. You are attempting 
to do in a short time, and with little effort, what requires a long 
time and great consideration. You are endeavouring to do with 
me what you say was done with you. Hence the words are not 
welOes pe, but ue welOeis. "Ev dAlyy we welOers Xpioriaydy ye- 
véc@a, ‘You are attempting in a short time and with a few 
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words, and with a slight effort, to persuade me to imitate thee, 
and to become a Christian at once. 

As Ccumenius (p. 177) well explains it, 3° GAlyow pnud- 
tev, dv Bpaxda: Adyos, ev dAlyp BidacKxarlg, xeopls woAAd wdvou 
wal cuvexous Siardtews. And so Cassiodor., ‘‘ sub celeritate vis 
me facere Christianum.’’ 

This interpretation is also confirmed by the reading of A, 
welOn—roijoa, i.e. you persuade yourself that you can make me 
a Christian é¢v dAlye,—as you were made. The latter reading, 
xotjoas, is also in B, and has been received by Lachm. and Tisch., 
not by Born. and Alf. 

Further, it is illustrated by the other passage, where éy 
éAlye occurs in the New Testament, viz. Eph. iii. 3, xpoéypaya 
dy éAlyq, in a short compass; which is similar to St. Peter’s 
30 bAl-yov Eypaya, 1 Pet. v. 12; and there is a similar ellipsis of 
xpdvoy after dAlyor in Rev. xvii. 10, dAl-yor abrdy Bef peivas. 

This exposition is also corroborated by St. Paul’s reply, 
which may be thus paraphrased : 

‘You speak of my reliance on my powers of persuasion to 
bring you to become what I myself am. You think that I am 
hoping and endeavouring to hurry you on into a profession of 
Christianity by my oratory. No; I rely not on human elo- 
quence, but on divine grace. That it was which converted me. 
And in your case also, I do not rely on persuasion, but on 
prayer,—not on the arguments of Paul, but on supplications to 
God.” Perhaps St. Paul thought of St. Stephen’s prayer for 
himself (vii. 60). Perhaps Stephen’s words were so ordered 
by the Holy Spirit as to give to that prayer a part in the work 
of his own conversion. Persuade I may not, in a short time and 
with little effort, but pray I may and will to God, not only now, 
in a brief address, and with little labour, but in a long time, and 
with great earnestness and intensity, that not only thou (ce is 
emphatic, as the preceding né) ; but that a// who hear me this day 
may become such as J am,—except these bonds.”’ 

Thus St. Paul calmly disposes of Agrippa’s disparaging allu- 
sion to the case of his Conversion, as if that had been unduly 
hasty, sudden, and precipitate. He disclaims the notion which 

ippa had ascribed to him, of attempting to carry him away by 
the force of his powers of persuasion; he vindicates for divine 
grace its proper place in all works of genuine Conversion, and 
therefore in his own; and he extends the range of his appeal 
from Agrippa to all who heard him; and he instructs all Chris- 
tian advocates to endeavour to win souls to Christ by fervent and 
unwearied prayer. 

— Xpioriavdy] a Christian. A more courteous term than the 
Na(wpaios of Tertullus, xxiv. 5: but probably here used ironi- 
cally. The first time that we hear the word ‘ Christian’ actually 
employed in a speech, is here in the mouth of an Idumean 
Prince ; a proof that it was commonly known as a name of the 
believers, although it only occurs three times in the New Testa- 
ment. Acts xi. 26, here, and 1 Pet. iv. 16. 

Herod Agrippa II., who had received from Rome the privi- 
lege of superintending the Temple at Jerusalem, and of nomi- 
nating the High Priests (Joseph. xx. 1.3), is here presented as 
an example of knowledge, without moral courage to act upon it. 
This is also the clue which unravels the mysterious inconsistencies 
in the character and writings of Agrippa’s friend (Joseph. Ant. 
xx. ad finem. Eused. iii. 10), the Jewish historian Josephus; on 
which subject the Editor may, perhaps, be permitted to refer to 
what has been said by him more fully in another place, as illus- 
trating the case of Agrippa also. (Sermon ‘On the Life and 
Character of Josephus.’’) 

Agrippa lived to see the destruction of that Temple and 
Ritual of which he had the charge; he saw them dissolved and 

Vou. I.—Paart II. 


ruined by that secular Power, to which, from motives of policy 
and worldly expediency, he had attached bimself. 

What might have been the destiny of Herod and of Jeru- 
salem, if he had possessed the moral courage of St. Paul ! 

29. ebfaluny dv rg Geg] See the note on v. 28. The words xa) 
éy dAlyq@ are not to be joined to what follows (a forced con- 
nexion), but to what precedes: ‘‘ Persuade I may not be able 
now, but pray I well might now and ever.” 

TIoAA@ is found in the majority of MSS. and in Chrys. 
and other Fathers; but A, B, and four Cursives have peydAg, 
which has been received by Lach., Tisch., Born., and Alf. It 
may perhaps be the true reading; but A, B are not always 
trastworthy guides (see Bornemann on xxiii. 16; xxv. 1); and 
here, v. 28, they have wo:joa:, and A has wel6y, which readings 
seem to proceed from a criticism that did not scruple to modify 
the text. Besides, St. Luke uses peydAg as opposed to pixps, 
v. 22, and viii. 10. eydAn has been substituted for roAA} by 
some MSS. in viii. 8. 

The words are well explained by Gicumenius, év dAlyy nal 
éy woAAg, dvr) rou éy dAlyp Adyow dyin, el 3é0: wal dv wAclon, 
evialuny oe Xpioriavdy dy yerdobat: Bid wdyrev xpdbunds eis 
adyra woeiy ext tH of ocwrnple, ob rH of pdvor, GAAG Kal Tey 
cuvéytey, 

For a similar charitable speech from St. Paul, see 2 Cor. 
ix. 14. 

80. dvéorn] he rose up. And so the opportunity was lost. 
The suddenness of the loss seems to be marked by the rapid 
transition in the words of the Historian. 

— 4 re Bepylkn] and Bernice: Bernice and Drusilla, 
daughters of King Agrippa l., and sisters of Agrippa II. (see 
above on xxv. 13), jealous of one another, and of profligate lives 
(Joseph. xx. 6. 1), are associated with two Roman Procurators in 
succession ; Drusilla with Felix, ber reputed husband; Bernice 
with Festus, through Agrippa her brother, in the public hearing 
of St. Paul at Cesarea, where he was imprisoned through the 
envy of the Rulers of Jerusalem. 

Thus the Gospel of Christ was brought into contact with the 
vices of both sexes, and of the Roman and Jewish world. How 
difficult was the work of moral purification it had to perform ! 

By hallowing Marriage as a “‘ great Mystery ’’ (Eph. v. 32), 
as a “representation of the mystical Union and Marriage betwixt 
Himself and His Church,” Christ regenerated the World. 

But, if Marriage is to be desecrated and degraded from a 
Holy Mystery to a secular bargain; if Divorce is to be made 
easy by Law; then all the evils of the age of Nero will again flow 
in upon society; and we may see Bernices and Drusillas sitting 
with great pomp in high places of this world, and taking cog- 
nizance of the doctrines of St. Paul. 

81. ob8dy Oavdrou Etiov—xpdoce:] St. Paul’s innocence was 
declared By all who took cognizance of his cause. And conse- 
quently the Jews were condemned by them. As Chrys. says, 
Lysias condemned them, Felix condemned them, Festus con- 
demned them, Agrippa condemned them, and ultimately God 
condemned them, and destroyed their Temple and their City for 
their hostility to the Gospel. 


Cu. XXVIL.1. ds explén rod dwowAciy tyucs] when it was 
determined that we should sail away (from Cesarea) info Italy. 
On the genitive of the article and the infinitive, see above on 
Luke ii. 21. Acts xx. 3; xxiii. 15. Winer, § 44, p. 290. 

— érépovs] prisoners of a different class, not &AAous. See 
xii. 17, érepoy téwov: xxiii. 6. 

— "lovAly—ZeBaorijs] Julius, of the Augustan cohort. Every 
incident, however minute, which is recorded by the Hoy Spirit ip 
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this narrative of that great event, the conveyance of the Gospel 
to Rome, the capital of the world, by the sna of the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, is noticeable, and seems to have been ordered by 
Divine Providence, so as to show that all things will be made sub- 
servient to the progress and triumph of Christianity. 

St. Paul goes from Caesarea; and it is mentioned by St. 
Luke that he was conducted by a Roman Centurion, recalling to 
the mind by his name, and that of his cohort, those of the first 
two Emperors, Julius and Augustus. 

It is also probable that the cohort here mentioned belonged 
to the body-guard of the Emperor. See TZacit. Ann. xiv. 15, 
‘‘ cohora Augustanorum.’’ Sueton. Ner. 25. Dion Cass. \xiii. 8. 
Wieseler, p. 391. It is not said that the Cohort itself was at 
Ceesarea; but Julius, the Centurion of that Cohort, was. 

If this is so, it is observable, that an Officer, whose duty it 
was to protect the person of the Master of the Roman World, is 
here employed by God to save the life of St. Paul (v. 43). 

And surely it is not without some prophetic and spiritual 
meaning, that St. Paul was empowered, through his influence with 
Julius, the Centurion of the Augustan cohort, to save the lives 
of his fellow-prisoners in the ship (v. 43). See farther below, 
on xxviii. 15, 16, on the subserviency of human powers to the 
Gospel under the overruling control of God. 

2. *ASpauurrnyg] of Adramytlium, on the coast of Mysia. 
Steph. Byz. de Urb. p. 22. Wetst. p. 636. 

— péddovr:] So A, B, and many Cursives and Versions.— Elz. 
péAAorres. 

— xAciv] A, B add els, which has been received by Lachm. 
and Jisch., not by Bornemann, Bloom/f., or A{f. And it is not 
probable that if e/s had been in the original text, it would have 
been here rejected; whereas, it was not unlikely to have been 
introduced by Copyists, not familiar with the more recondite 
phrase, wAeivy réwous, on which compare Hanno, Peripl. ap. 
Wetstein, rAciv rods wapa@aracclovs réxous, and Pausan. i. 35, 
Thy Arriuchy dv dpiorepg wAdovew (Bornemann), and the remarks 
of Winer, Gr. Gr. § 32, p. 200, who refers to Poppo, Thuc. 
vi. 36. The sense is, The ship was about to sail by the places 
along the coast of Asia.—wAciy eis would signify that it was 
sailing fo them with an intention of touching af them, which does 
not appear to have been the case. 

It would seem that the original intention was, that St. Paul 
and the other prisoners should take their passage to Adramyttium, 
and proceed by the overland route across Greece toward Italy; as 
St. Paul probably afterwards did, in bis /as¢ journey to Rome; 
and as 8. Ignatius also did; each of them going thither to Mar- 
tyrdom. See below on 2 Tim. iv. 13. 

— *Apiordpyov] Aristarchus. See xix. 29; xx. 4. Col. iv. 
10. Philem. 24. St. Luke mentions the name of Aristarchus— 
but not his own. 

8. piravOpéxws] kindly. An evidence of the truth of this His- 
tory. The Writer of the Acts has no desire to magnify unduly the 
sufferings of St. Paal. Cp. xxviii. 31. 


4. brewretcayer] we sailed under the lee of. Their course 
must have been along the north coast of Cyprus (not the South), 
because they sailed not through narrow straits, but deep, through 
the wéAayos (not @dAacoa: cp. Matt. xviii. 6), or broad expanse 
of water (xAdros @aAdoons, Hesych.), off the shore of Cilicia 
and Pamphylia. See Smith, pp. 63—67. 

The mention of Mr. Smith’s work (‘On the Voyage and 
Shipwreck of St. Paul,’”’ with Dissertations, by James Smith, Esq., 
of Jordanhill, F.R.S., 2nd ed. Lond. 1856) suggests an expres- 
eion of thankfulness for the happy combination of Geographical, 


Archeological, and Naval knowledge, in that illustration of this 
narrative, and for the example there displayed of the application 
of science and experience to the exposition of the divine Word. 

We may also refer here to Mr. Howson’s Chapter on the 
Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul, one of the most interesting 
portions of that attractive work; ch. xxiii. of the two Volumes by 
Mesers. Conybeare and Howson, on St. Paul’s Life and Epistles. 

The narrative of this Chapter is also well illustrated in 
Mr. Lewin's Life and Epistles of St. Paul, pp. 7183—742. 

5. Mépa] Myra, neuter plural. Mdpa, wéAcs Auxlas, Aéyeras 
wal OnArAuvxdy xal ob3érepow. (Steph. Bys.) Its remains are de- 
scribed by Howson, ii. p. 387. 

6. xAotoyv ’AActav8pivoy] A merchantman, probably a “ navis 
frumentaria,’’ or corn-ship, from Alexandria, the capital of Egypt, 
the granary of Italy. Cp. Sueton. Galb. 10. Tacit. Hist. iv. 52. 
Varro, R. R. ii. procem. Lucan vi. 105. See v. 38. 

How came the Alexandrine ship, sailing to Italy, to be at 
Myra in Lycia? 

The wind was westerly (v. 4), and the ships of the ancients 
were not fitted for working to windward ; and under the circum- 
stances of the case, the Alexandrine ship would stand to north 
till it came to the land of Asia Minor, which is very favourable 
for navigation by such vessels, the coast being bold and safe, and 
abounding in harbours. The Alexandrine ship was carried to 
Myra by the same westerly winds that forced the Adramyttian 
vessel to the east of Cyprus. (Smith, p. 71.) Cp. Wetst., p. 
638, who shows from the history of the voyage of S. Athanasius 
in a.D. 349, from Alexandria to Rome, that Alexandrine ships 
sometimes took that course, especially in unfavourable weather. 
Cp. Socrates, H. E. ii. 24. Sozomen, vi. 25 

Some of these Alexandrine corn-ships were large and noble 
vessels, as was this in which St. Paul sailed. See v. 37. For ex- 
amples of their bulk see Lecian, Navig. 5, and for other particulars 
with respect to them, Seneca, Ep. 77. Sueton., Aug. 98. 

7. Bpa8uwdoobvres] slowly sailing ; the opposite term to evdu- 
Spopovyres (xvi. 11; xxi. 1). 

— drs] with difficulty (see vv. 8.16. 1 Pet. iv. 18) having 
arrived over against Cnidus. 

— ph spoceayros] The words uh xpocedyros are not to be 
joined to what precedes, but to what follows. Since the wind did 
not allow us to advance, we sailed under the lee of Crete (i. e. 
along the east coast of it), towards Salmone, which is 8.w. by s. 
from Cnidus. The wind was therefore North-west; a wind 
which prevails in the Eastern part of the Archipelago in the 
summer months. (Purdy’s Sailing Directions for the Mediter- 
ranean, p. 197. Smith, p. 74.) It is the same wind as the Etesia 
of the ancients. (Plin. ii. 4.) 

— Laruovny] Salmone. 
habens Sammonium promontorium adversum Rhodo.’”’ 
N. H. iv. 20. 

8. waparcyduevor] coasting it along the southern shore: they 
were not able to coast along the north shore of Crete, on account 
of the adverse wind. 

— Karods Amévas] still preserving its ancient name (Pococke’s 
Travels, ii, 250), as does Lasea, which is about five miles to the 
East of it. (Smith, pp. 80. 245. 262.) 

About two leagues to the west of Fair Havens is Cape 
Matala, where the coast of Crete begins to run northward, at 
nearly the central point of the south side of Crete. 

The plural number (Kadol Amuéves) seems to be due to the 
circumstances of its having wo open roadsteads; one a little to 
the east of the other. 


‘¢ Creta longissima est, ad orientem 
Plin. 
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_ 9. rot wAods] the voyage to Italy (see v. 10) was then dan- 
gerous, on account of the violent northerly winds which blow in 
the Algeean at that season. 

On the form wxAois, wrAods, for the Attic rAots, wAov, see 
Lobeck, Phryn. p. 453. It is used in Martyr. Ignat. 8. Cp. 
vods | Cor. xiv. 19; and see Winer, p. 59. 

— Thy vnorelay] the fast; the day of Atonement, 10th of 
Tisri (October). Lev. xvi. 1—84; xxiii. 26—30. Numb. xxix. 
1—I]1. Jahn, Archeeol. § 357. 

There is a remarkable Rabbinical gloss on Isa. xliii. 16. 
‘“‘Who maketh a way in the sea,” i. e. from the Feast of Pente- 
cost to the Feast of Tabernacles (five days after the Fast). See 
Schoetigen, p. 482. And the Rabbis say (Saddat. v.3), “No 
one ought to sail between the feast of Tabernacles and Dedi- 
cation.” 

By a like figure of speech the Athenians spoke of the weather 
for sailing, as beginning after the Dionysia. (Theophrast, Char. 3.) 

10. Bewpa 8ri—pédrew] On this combination of two con- 
structions, see Winer, Gr. Gr. § 44, p. 303, who quotes Xeno- 
phon, Hellen. ii. 2. 2, el8as 81: EverOa:, and other examples. 
See also idid. § 63, p. 506. 

— UBpews}] buffeting, hard usage; cp. v. 21, xep8joa: Thy 
EBpiv ravryy, and 2 Cor. xii. 10, dy SBpeciv, ev dydyxas, and 
bBpiorhs is used absolutely Rom. i. 30. 1 Tim.i. 13. Horace, 
1 Od. xiv. 15, says of a ship, ‘‘ ventis debes ludibrium.” 

— gopriov} So A, B, G, and many Cursives.—Elz. pdprov. 
g@épros is the Attic, poprlowy the Hellenic form. Moeris, p. 52. 
(Bornem.) 

ll. xuBepyhrp] ‘ gubernatori,’—the pilot. 

— vavkdAtpy] the ‘ magister navis’—‘navicularius’ (Gloss. 
Labb.). 5 terxdrns tov wdolov (Hesych.). ‘Qui hominibus 
vel mercibus trajiciendis lucrum querit’’ (Kuin.). 

12. dvevbérov] not well placed; not commodiously situated. 
Its name shows that it was a good barbour in some seasons, and 
so it is described in modern works on navigation (see Smith, 
pp. 81, 82), but it was not commodious to winter in. It is, in 
fact, an open roadstead; or rather two open roadsteads, with 
good anchorage, and looking to the south. 

— olvxa}] Pheniz. next note. 

— Brdrdwovra xara AfBa nal nara X&pov] Libs (from Libya), 
the Greek name for the Roman Africus, and opposite to Aguilo. 
Plin. N. H. xviii. 77, who adds that Corus is opposite to Vul- 
turnus. Cp. Virgil, Georg. iii. 356, ‘‘ Spirantes frigora Cauri ;"’ 
and v. 278, ‘In Borean Caurumque,”’ and Seneca (Qu. Nat. v. 
16. 4), “ solstitiali occidente Corus venit; ab occidente hiberno 
Afficus furibundus et ruens apud Greecos Aly dicitur.”’ 

The words in the text are rendered by Val. ‘‘ respicientem 
ad Africum et ad Corum ;” and by the Authorized English Ver- 
sion, “‘ which lieth toward the South-west and North-west.’”’ This 
rendering has been rejected by recent able Interpreters, particu- 
larly by Alford, Smith, and Howson, who understand the phrase 
to mean, looking towards the points ¢o which (and not from 
which) the South-west and North-west winds blow; i.e. not 
turning the face towards, but the back on, those winds; and 
looking to the South-east and North-east. And on this supposi- 
tion they identify Phenix with the harbour now called Lufro, 
about forty miles west of Fair Havens, and which is described as 
being the best, and indeed the only safe winter harbour in that 
part of Crete, and looks to the South-east and North-east. See 
Smith, pp. 84—93. Howson, ii. pp. 398—400, and Alford’s 
note here. Besides, Phania# is described by Strabo (x. 4) as on 
the south of the isthmus, or narrowest part of Crete, and this 
corresponds to Lutro; it is called "Apd3eva by Hierocles, Synec- 
dem., and Aradena is called Anapolis by Steph. Byzant. ; and 
Mr. Pashley (Crete, ii. 257) found two villages, called Aradena 
and Anapolis, at o little distance above Lutro, and he says (ii. 
257) ‘ Port Phoenix is at Lutro.”’ 

The question is one of grammatical interpretation ; and it 
does not seem consistent with its principles, to render the words 
in question in any other way than that in which they have been 
transisted in the Vulgate and other Versions. 


The expressions by which the learned writers mentioned 
above have endeavoured to confirm their interpretation, do not 
appear to be relevant to the case before us. No doubt wAciy 
nate Seiya is to sail down the stream; and af xara AlBa spoc- 
Boda, quoted from Josephus, are gusts from the South-west. 
And £0 xar’ Bveuor péper Oar, and éxpayjva: kar’ edpoy, might be 
used, asin Latin secundum flumina, along the side and in the 
direction of the rivers. So Herod. iii. 10, épépoyro xara xiua 
kat kar’ Bvepoy. . 

But in those cases the verb connected with xara is one of 
motion with; and not of rest, or of direction toward, like BAérw, 
the verb used here. 

To describe a harbour as looking with or down the wind, is 
not a natural mode of expression. The best illustration of St. 
Luke’s phraseology is to be derived from St. Luke himself, viz., 

In Acts ii. 10 we have A:Bins ris nata Kuphyny, toward 
Cyrene. iii. 13, kara xpécwwoy ThhAdrov, face to face before 
Pilate. Cp. xxv. 16; viii. 26, wopedou xara peonuBplay, go to- 
ward the South. So xvi. 7, card thy Muclay, and xara rhy | 
Biéuvlay. So in the present chapter, v. 2, robs xara rhy ’Aclay 
témous. v. 5, wéAayos Td kata Thy Kidiclay. v. 7, yevduevor 
xara thy Kyl8ov, trewAevcayery xara Thy Zadrpdvny,—in all 
which cases there is an idea of direction towards, or juxta- 
position at. Cp. St. Paul’s expression, Phil. iii. 14, xara 
oxowdy Sidnew. Gal, ii. 11, nard xpéowxoy aire ayréarny. 
Gal. iii. 1, ear’ dpOarpots. 

It has been said, indeed, that Aly and xapos here do not 
signify fixed points of the compass; but only winds, which some- 
times blow, and sometimes do not. But this does not seem a 
tenable opinion. St. Luke is describing the Aabitual aspect of 
the harbour, its geographical bearings, independently of variable 
circumstances, especially of so fortuitous and fickle a condition, 
as whether a given wind happened to blow or not. And BAéxw, 
like the Latin specto, describes a continual relation. Cp. Hero- 
dian, vi. 5. 2, xpos ta dperga udpn BAdxovaay, looking to 
the north. Cesar, B. G. vii. 69, “ pars collis ad orientem spec- 
tabai,’’ i.e. had an easterly aspect. 


Tf, therefore, Lutro is Phoenix, the true interpretation of the 
passage is this,—‘‘ If by any means they might reach Phoenix and 
winter in it, being a Cretan harbour, which, as approached from 
the sea, looks toward the south-west and north-west; and is 
therefore sheltered from those winds by the land.”’ 

In favour of this interpretation, it may be said, that it is 
more natural, in describing the good properties of a harbour, as 
here, to speak of the winds from which it is sheltered, than of 
those to which it is exposed ; 

Also, that St. Luke suggests this nautical mode of regarding 
land objects from the sea, and of interpreting his words accord- 
ingly, by the expression in v. 27, dwrerdovy of vavra: rpoodyery 
Tid avrois x@pay, the sailors deemed that some land was 
drawing near them. See note there; and see also a similar nau- 
tical expression above, xxi. 3. 


Bat, if the expression of St. Luke here, BAérovra xara 
AlBa, is to be rendered, facing the s.w. from the Jand, then we 
must look for Phaniz in some other place than Lutro. The 
identification of Phoenix with Lutro is of recent date. The har. 
bour of Lutro has only been lately discovered by British Navi- 
gators. Perhaps, when the southern coast of Crete has been 
more accurately surveyed, another harbour Inay be found, which 
may correspond with the words of St. Luke, understood in this 
latter sense. 

And, in the Charts of Crete (Smith, Bahar Howson, p. 399), 
is a bay a little to the west of Lutro. is bay is marked PAs- 
neka. This is the modern Greek pronunciation of ®olvixa. And 
this bay looks from the /and to the s.w., i.e. xard A[Ba and xara 
Xepoy. 

May not it be the Phamix of St. Luke? 

The coast has probably been changed by time; and if, as 

represented in the Charts, two — flow into it, what is now 
2 
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ACTS XXVIII. 14—18. 
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a bay may have been formerly a safe harbour. (See Smith, p. 
89. 


Facing, as Phincka does, the s.w. and N.W., it would have 
protected the vessel from the &.N.E. wind, which soon after arose, 
and blew continuously for many days. In this respect it would 
have been ef@eros xpos xapaxemaclay. Perbaps, also, its near- 
ness to the harbour of Luéro, where a ship would be sheltered 
from North-westerly and South-westerly winds, was a circum- 
stance which, combined with others, made it more “‘ commodious 
to winter in” than Fair Havens. 


18. dwowvedcayros vérov] the south wind having sprung up. 
This was a change; for from Cnidus to Fair Havens they had had 
N.W. winds. They hoped that the south wind would carry them 
round Cape Matala to Phoenix, which lay to nn.w. of Fair 
Havens. 

— kpayres] sc. d&yxtpas—they weighed anchor (on this use of 
Epayres, seo Thucyd. i. 29; iii. 91); and they were coasting 
along Crete more closely (doco) than before (so Winer, § 35, 
p- 217, and R. W. B. i. p. 102, and Meyer). decor = wrAnglor, 
éyyis, Hesych.; it is used by Josephus, Ant. i. 20. 1, rods per 
xpotreuwe Tos 3¢ Aeiwopdvous docov éxéAevoe dxodovbeiv. An- 
tonin. Lib. fab. 41, Bijva: eis Aocoy rg xuvl. Joseph. Ant. xix. 
2. 4. Herod. iv. 3, léva: docov abray, add. vii. 233. Con- 
jungendum autem est doooy cum wapeAéyorro Lucian. H. V. 1, 
p. 657, rf driotoy 82, Kpayres exAdopey wAnolov Tay vepar. 

The Vulgate has ‘cum sustulissent de Asson,’ as if the re- 
ference was to Assoa (see above, xx. 13), and so the Zthiopic 
Version: the Syriac and Arabic have Thasos. Our English 
Authorized Version renders it ‘they sailed close by Crete ;’ and 
so Beza and Weistein, who gives numerous examples of this use 
of davor, p. 640. 

14. &Bave}] See on Mark xiv. 72, and below, v. 41, épeioaca, 
and v. 43, droppiwarras. 

— xar’ abrijs] i.e. against Crete, from the heights of Mount 
Ida. Cp. Matt. viii. 32, xard rod xpnyvov.—abrijs cannot refer 
(as some have thought) to the ship, which is called wAoioy. Cp. 
on v. 4]. 

— bveuos rupwvinds] a violent wind; a hurricane or whirl- 
wind, sometimes called rugwy, Hesych. Plin. N. H. ii. 49, 
‘“‘ Typhon, locum ex loco mutans rapida vertigine, preecipua navi- 
gantium pestis, non antennas modo, verim ipsa navigia contorta 
frangens.” 

— EvpaxtAwy] So A and B*, and Velg. and Cassiodor., 
which have “ Euro-aquilo.’’ This reading seems also to be con- 
firmed by the Sahidic Version, which has EdpachAcwy, and to 
have given rise to EvrpachAwy in the Coptic, and EdpaxduAcey 
in the Armenian, and Agui/o in the thiopic Version. 

EvjpaxtAcy has been approved by Grotius, and ably defended 
by Bentley (on Freetbinking, pp. 98—100, ed. Camb. 1743), 
and by Mr. Smith, p. 98, and in his Dissertation, pp. 154—159, 
and it has been received by Lachm. and Bornemann. 

Eiz. has EvpoxaAtéey. G, H have EvpoxaAt8ev. B** has 
Ebpuxatsav. 

St. Luke says that the word in question was the name of a 
wind (Kveuos, see also v. 15, Te dyduy). But Euro-clydon is 
rather the name of a wave (xAd3wy) than of a wind. 

Besides, the writer says, that the &veuos was that which is 
called (5 xadovevos) by the name in question. It was known 
by that name. If, then, Kurociydon were the true reading, it 
would probably be found somewhere as a name of a wind; but it 
nowhere occurs as such. 

None of these objections apply to the reading EvpaxtAwy. 
The wind, EdpaxtAwy, in Latin, Zuro-aguilo, was the name given 
by Mariners, especially Italians, to what the ancient Greeks called 
Kaucfas, which was the wind between Eurus and Aquilo, i.e. is 
the £.N.E. wind in the Roman compass; and therefore called 
Euro-aguilo by the Roman seamen, as Euro-notus and Euro- 
auster, similar compounds, were used to designate the s.z. 

It may be said that the proper etymological form of the word 
in the text would be EtpoaxtAwy. And it is not improbable that 
that is the true reading. The confusion of ETPOAKTAQN and 


EYPOKAYTAQN is a very easy one, and likely to be made by the 
Copyists, who would be more familiar with the word «As3e» than 
with dcbAcy. 

As has been weli shown by Mr. Smith, p. 98, the effect of 
an E.N.E. wind, would have been precisely such as is described 
by St. Luke to have been produced on the ship. 

15. éwiSévres epepdueba] we gave the ship to the gale, and 
acudded before it. Eurip. Troad. 688, évddvres réxp, said of 
sailors committing their ship to fortune. Heliod. thiop. i. 3, 
Tov KuBeprhrou évSdvros (scil. rd wAoioyv) rg dvduy. Plutarch. de 
fortuna Rom. p. 319. Ceesar ad navis gubernatorem fluctus ve- 
hementiores timentem, réAyua, xal 548:6: pnddv, AAAd ewidlBov 
TH téxn TA lorla, nal Blyou 7d wreiua, TE xvdorrs micrEebwr, 
Sri Kaloapa pépeis xa) thy Kaloapos réxny. (Kuin.) Cp. Weist. 

Gal 


p. Gal. 

16. dwo8paudrres} having run under the lee of a little island 
called Claudé, in order to have stiller water, and to be sheltered 
from the wind, so as to be enabled to hoist up the boat (which was 
towed after the sbip), and to lash it on board; and to undergird 
the ship, to keep ite timbers together, and to equip.it better for 
the storm. Their next care was to lower the sail and bring down 
her spars and rigging. Cp. Kitto, p. 439. 

— KAatdny] So A (probably) and G, H; but B has Kadda, 
and S. Jerome has Cauden, and this, it seems, is the true read- 
ing. The modern name of the island is Gozzo,—a corruption of 
KAavdos and Gaudus, the name given it by Ptolemy, iii. 7, and 
Mela, ii. J, and Plin. iv. 20, ‘“‘dextra Cretam habenti contra 
spata as Gaudos.’’ It lies about twenty miles to the South 
o te. 

— wdrrs] with difficulty (vv. 7 and 8), because of the high sea, 
and because the boat was probably full of water, and alao “be- 
cause the ship must have been rounded with her head to the wind 
and her sails trimmed, so that she had no head-way.’’ (Smith.) 

— wepixpareis y. T. oxddns] to get possession of the boat by 
hoisting it with cables thrown round (epi) it. And yet all 
this was labour lost, because afterwards the boat, which had been 
hoisted on board with difficulty, was allowed to fall off (v. 32). 

17. BonGela:s] stays and braces to keep the ship together. 
(Arist. Rhet. ii. 5.) 

— tro(wvvivres] undergirding by ‘cables passed round the 
hull or frame of the ship,”,—commonly called “ frapping it,”— 
lest, by the straining of her planks and timbers, the vessel should 
leak and founder. (Smith, p. 106. Howson, pp. 373. 4085.) 

— Thy Xtpri] the Lesser Syrtis, or African quick-sand, to the 
s.w. of Crete. Strabo, ii. p. 185. Plin. N. H. v. 4. Soli- 
nus, XXVii. 

— xadrdoavres 7d oxevos] The neuter singular cxevos, which 
occurs frequently in N. T. (Luke viii. 16. John xix. 29. Acts 
ix. 15; x. Ll. 1 Thess. iv. 4. 1 Pet. iii. 7. Cp. Voret. de Hebr. 
pp. 29—33), denotes some single object, and as such is dis- 
tinguished from the feminine oxevh, supelles. And oxevos, with 
the definite Article, as here, signifies some special object of im- 
portance,—that which might xar’ éfoxhp be called rd axetos. 

It is most probably the main-yard and sail. Some sail 
would doubtless be necessary to work the vessel on the starboard 
tack, i. e. with the right side to windward, so as to keep her off 
the quick-sand ; but a press of canvas such as would not do any 
barm while they were under the lee of Claudé or Gozzo, would 
be attended with danger in such a tempestuous gale as that which 
had overtaken them; and therefore they might be constrained 
XaAgy, i.e. to lower with ropes (see the use of xa\gv Mark 
ii. 4. Lukev. 4. Acts ix. 25; xxvii. 30. 2 Cor. xi. 33), rd 
oxevos, the main-yard and ite sail. It had doubtless been 
already furled. This is nearly the interpretation of the ancient 
Expositors (Chrys. interprets it ra lotta, al. +d lorlov. The 
Syriac renders it velum, and Bede ‘laxantes antennas.’ Valg. 
has ‘ submisso vase’); and it is confirmed by a passage of Seneca 
(Ep. 77): ‘Quoties ventus increbuit, majorque est quam ex- 
pedit, anfenna submittitur (i.e. xaAGra:); minus habet virium 
flatus ex humili.”’ 


ACTS XXVIII. 19—29. 
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18. éxBodrty] they were casting out the freight, to lighten 
the ship while it was tossed by the storm. See LXX, Jonah i. 5, 
dpoBhOncay of vavrixol, cal exBorAdhy ewoihoavro Tay oKxevar 
Tay éy tS wAolw eis Thy OdAaccay, To xovgicOjyva: dx” 
abray. They lost their freight, as St. Paul had prophesied v. 10; 
but, as S, Aug. says (in Ps. 132), ‘‘ Paulus in corde ferebat 
patrimonium fidei suze, quod hullis fluctibus, nullis tempestatibus 
potuit auferri.’”” He had learnt “opus esse mercibus que cum 
na enatent.”’ 

On the é«xfSoA} resorted to in a storm, see Blonf. schyl. 
S. c. T. 755, xpéxpupva 8 exBoray pépew dvdpar drgnoray 
BABos Eyay waxuvGels. 

19. thy oxevhy] the furniture of the ship,—beds, tables; 
perhaps also the tackle, rigging, yards, and spars. 
— &Snjay] So A, B, C.—Els. épphyayer. 

20. éwipawdyrwy)] appearing, shining upon. 
x. 9, ‘“‘ Nec sidus atraé nocte amicum appareat.’’ 

— Tepinpeiro] every hope was being taken away, as it were, 
cut away all-around: a happy expression describing the taking 
away of one hope after another; ‘‘ omnis spes circumcidedbalur, 
amputabatur.”” See Welst. 

21. doirlas] Anxiety and fear had taken away all appetite for 
food, and had produced nausea and disgust for it. Perhaps the 
* cabuse’ for cooking victuals had been washed overboard ; and it 
would not be easy to light a fire for the purpose in the storm. 

— orabels 5 TlavAos dv péow] Paul standing up in the midst. 
The storm, by God’s permission, was raised by the Prince of the 
Power of the Air (Eph. ii. 2) against the ship that was carrying the 
Gospel to Rome; and, humanly speaking, it would have over- 
whelmed it (v. 20). But it was made subservient by God’s Pro- 
vidence to display the courage of the Apostle, and the power of 
divine grace, which enabled him to remain firm and intrepid in the 
tempest, and to stand up in the midst, and inspire others with hope. 

The Ship may be compared to the Church, tossed by storms, 
in her course over the waters of this world. These tempests try 
the faith, and patience, and courage, of all who, like St. Paul, are 
strong in grace, and suffer for Christ. They serve to exercise and 
to prove them, and to manifest the work of the Holy Spirit in 
their hearts. Perhaps the most effective Sermon that St. Paul 
ever preached was in this storm. Its power will never cease to be 
felt by those who read the record of it here. And it may serve to 
fill the heart of every devout reader with comfort and trust, that 
every tempest of Persecution which is excited by Satan against 
the Ship of the Church, will be made eventually conducive to the 
furtherance of the Gospel, and to the eternal welfare and happi- 
ness of God's faithful servants, and to the greater manifestation 
of His Love, Power, and Glory. 

— xepdijoa} to gain this violence and loss. Onoavupl(as dpyhy, 
Rom. ii. 5. So xep8alvery and, edpety BAcOpor. Bentley on 
Phalaris, pp. 255, 256. Plin. N. H. vii. 40, ‘‘ lucrifecit injuriam.” 
There is a gentle irony in the expression. Ye exposed yourselves 
to danger,—against good advice,—for the sake of gaining wealth 
by your merchandise; and you have gained nothing but Joss. 
Here again the Authorized Version has been censured without 
reason by some. 


Horat. Epod. 


28. rot @cot] Elz. places tyyedos before rod @eod, but A, B, 
C place &yyedos after Aarpedw. And this appears to be the 
better ing. In speaking to Gentiles who had no notion of 
the ministry of Angels, it is not probable that St. Paul would 
have used the word Ange/ otherwise than subsequently and sub- 
ordinately to God. 

37. Siapepoudvey jusv] It cannot, therefore, be assumed (as 
has been done), that the Wind continued alway the same.—2ia- 
$éperGa: means ‘ to be carried in different directions.’ See xiii. 49, 
and Wetst. 

— "Adplg] "Idvioy xéAcyos, 5 viv ’Adplas, Hesych. So Strabo, 
il. p. 185, and other passages quoted by Weistein, p. 644, showing 
that writers contemporary with St. Luke apply the term Adria 
and Adriatic to that part of the Mediterranean which lies between 
Greece and Sicily, i.e. the Jonian Sea; and distinguish between 
Adria and the Adriatic Gulf, or Gulf of Venice. (Zgnat. Mart. 5.) 

Compare the account given by Josephus (Vit. 2), of his own 
dangerous voyage to Rome, Barriabévros rod wAolov xara pécov 
tov ‘Adplay, and of his safe arrival at Puteoli, after the ship in 
which he was, containing 600 souls, had been lost, and eighty of 
them were taken on board by a vessel from Cyrene, in Africa, 
going to Italy. 

— wpordyew abtois xépay] that some land was drawing near 
us. St. Luke speaks here and elsewhere in the language of 
sailors. See xxi. 3, and Wefet. and Kuin. here. Cp. Val. Flace. 
ii. 8, “jam longa recessit Sepias.” Virg. En. iii. 72, ‘* Prove- 
himur portu, terreeque urbesque recedunt.” Ovid, Met. vi. 513, 
‘‘ Admotumque fretum remis, tellusque repulea est.”’ Cic. Quest. 
Acad. iv. 25, ‘‘videsne navem illam ?’ stare nobis videtur: at 
iis, qui in navi sunt, moveri heec villa.”” Achill. Tat. ii. 32, yiv 
yap dwpiper ard Tis ynds Kata uiKpdy dyaxwpoicay, &s alrhy 
wAdovaay. 

28. BoAlcavres] having sounded, with the BeAls, or plumb-line, 
let down from the foreship. 

— dpyuds] fathoms: properly the measure from the end of 
one arm outstretched (a&peyuia) to the extremity of the other, to- 
gether with the breast (Kiymol , Hesych.), and reckoned as equal 
to three xnyxets or cubils. Eustath. 

29. dx xpbusns plyayres dyxdpas réacapas}] They cast four 
anchors from the stern; a circumstance which has perplexed 
modern critics and sailors; but has been successfully explained 
by reference to the structure of Ancient Ships. They were alike 
at both ends, and had only paddle-rudders (#n8dAra, v. 40), one 
on either quarter, which could be triced up, and had hawseholes 
at the stern. 

Besides, the ship in which St. Paul was, was not running, 
but hove to, when she anchored ; and the design was to cut the 
cables (v. 40), and run the ship on the beach at daylight. (Smith, 
pp- 200, 201.) 

In anchoring by the stern the paddle-rudders were lifted out 
of the water, and lashed together tightly by their (euxrnpla 
(v. 40), and the rudder-ports or rudder-cases served for hawse- 
holes to the anchors. In the battle of Copenhagen the English 
ships of war were anchored by the sfern ; and Lord Nelson stated 
after the battle, that he had been led to adopt this measure in 
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consequence of having just been reading this chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles: see Howson. 

30. dyxtpas exrelyew] under pretence that, being in the boat, 
into which they would take anchors and their cables, they would 
stretch them forth (écrefvew) or “lay them out ’’ from the fore- 
ship, so as to steady the ship pitching in the sea. 

This pretext, which seems to have deceived the centurion, 
a landsman, was seen through by St. Paul, who warned the cen- 
turion, that unless the sailors remained on board to work the ship, 
and thrust her in shore, the passengers would be lost. A remark- 
able proof of the Apostle’s superiority, even as regards human 
wisdom and forethought. 

$2. elacay abrhy écwereiv] A striking proof of St. Paul’s power 
over the minds of the Roman soldiers. The first portion of the 
Voyage had been characterized by opposition to his advice (v. 11) ; 
the latter is distinguished by compliance with it. 

Such, in brief, is the History, past and future, of the Gospel 
of Christ. 

88. jeradrafeivy] So A, B, C.—Elz. spocdaBeiv. 

34. dxodcira:] So A, B, C, and many Cursives and Versions. 
— Elz, wecetra. 

35. ebxaplornoe] he gave thanks, as if what God had pro- 
mised (v. 24) had been already fulfilled. Observe his faith in 
the storm—and see its effects on others (vv. 36, 37). 

The words AaBay Eprov, ebxaplornce, xal xAdcas, compared 
with Luke xxii. 19, 20, and 1 Cor. xi. 23, are remarkable, and 
suggest that this act may have been connected with a celebration 
of the Holy Eucharist. 

37. Hucba—et] we were all the souls in the ship, to the num- 
ber of two hundred and seventy-six. See above, v.6. . 

38. rdv cirov] the corn—with which it was laden; for it was 
a corn-ship ; part of its freight had been cast out before (v. 18). 
On the form of the word see Winer, p. 60. 

The wheat was cast into the sea, in order to lighten the ship, 
that she might be worked more easily and thrust in to the beach. 

88. alyiardy] @ beach,—without rocks. 

40. ras dyxvpas wepieAdyres] having cut the cables of the four 
anchors, by which the ship had been held during the night; and 
thus abandoned them to the sea, in which they were left. The 
sense of wepseAdvres is clear from repinpetro (v. 20). 

St. Luke’s design in this narrative appears to be to show, 
that all human aids or appliances were of no use in the storm, 
and were discarded as such even by the crew. The reader will 
observe the climax in the enumeration of their successive acts of 
abandonment,— 

(1) They cast overboard some of the freight (v. 18). 

(2) They cast overboard with their own hands the furniture 
(cxevdy) of the ship (v. 19). 

(3) They cut off the doat, in which many of them had in- 
tended to escape (vv. 30. 32). 

(4) They cast the corn out of the ship into the sea (v. 38). 

(5) They abandoned their anchors to the sea. 

We hear nothing more of the cuSepyfrns and vatxAnpos, 
who had opposed St. Paul (v. 11). He alone stands forth un- 
moved in the storm (v. 21). The crew discarded as useless their 


ordinary helps; and “all hope that they should be saved had been 
taken away ”’ (v. 20). 

But they had St. Paul and his Mission on board ; and they all 
came safe toland. ‘ Noli timere, Csesaris fortunas vehis,’’ was the 
saying of Julius Cesar to the panic-struck mariner in the Adriatic ; 
‘¢ Nolite timere, Cunist1 Evangelium vehitis,’’ was that of St. Paul. 

— dua dvdvres ras Cevarnplas trav wndarlwrv] af the same 
time loosening the bands of the rudders. 

The ship was not steered, as modern vessels are, by one radder 
moving on hinges at the stern, but by two wyddAca (from 78a, 
oars; see the Editor’s note on Theocritus xxi. 10), whence the 
English paddle, one on either quarter of the stern. This pair of 
anddAia, 80 arranged, may be seen represented in ancient coins, 
pictures, and other monuments, in Smith, pp. 183. 193, 194. 198, 
199. Cp. Heliodor. 5, p. 241, réy 5 wy dadlwr Odrepoy dwo- 
Baddvres. Lucian, Toxari, p. 51, rot oxdoous 48n wAdovres exxpe- 
payyupevos Tay wndaArlew, and Navig. 5, tom. iii. p. 252, 
dvOpwxloxos Aewrf§ xduact Ta wnBdALa wepiorpépwy. ALlian, 
H. V. ix. 40, Sr: Kapynddévnio: 8b0 nvBepyhras eloyyor eis Thy 
vavy, Rroxoy Ad¢yorres elyas, Sb0 pty wynddAra Exew x.7.A., and 
Wetet. here. 

When the vessel was anchored by the séern, as this had been 
(v. 29), these two wy3daia were lifted out of the water, and were 
lashed together by the (eiyAa:, which seem to have bound them 
together habitually, thence called here al (evxrnola:, the rudder- 
bands; and were capable of being tightened or loosened, as need 

uired. Cp. Kurip. Helen. 1536, wnddaid re (ebyAaiot wopa- 
xablero, i. e. the rudder-paddles were let down at the sides of the 
ship (wapaxadlero) by bands ((eiyAa:). 
ese (evxrnpia:, by which the wn3dAia_ had been lifted up 
out of the water and braced tightly together, were now loosened 
(aé@noay), so that the wn3djra descended into the water, and 
were ready for use to steer the ship on to the beach. 

All these expedients were resorted to, in order to thrust the 
ship as far on shore as possible. 

The ancient Christian Fathers seem to have found special 
delight in comparing the Church to a ship ; and the reader may 
not be displeased with the insertion in this place of the following 
eloquent passage from 8. Hippolytus, Bishop of Portus, near 
Rome (de Antichristo, § 9), which illustrates what has been said 
concerning the fo rudders, and also throws some light on other 
portions of St. Luke’s narrative; where, in many respecta, the 
Alexandrine Vessel carrying St. Paul, and tossed by violent 
storms, presents a lively picture of the Christian Church. 

Odracod éorw 6 Kédopos, dy & } ’ExxdAnala, ds vais éy 
weadye, xetud eras pay, GAA’ obe dwdAAvra® Exe pdy yap uel? 
daurijs tov Euxeipoy KuBeprfrny XPIZTON, pépe: 82 ey utow 
wal 7d Tpowaioy Kath rod Saydrov &s roy (read és lard», 
i. e. like a mast) oravpdy rot Kuplov Baord(ovca’ éor) ip 
abrijs xpepa yey 4 dvaroA}, xptuva 88 4 Stois, Td 8d KoiAoy pe- 
onuBpla: ofanes 82 al 8b0 Asabyjxa: (the two Testaments are her 
two xnddAra, by which she steers her course). Zxoula 3¢ wepire- 
rapndva i) dyden Tov Xpiorod aglyyovca thy ExxAnclay (here is 
a reference to the use of cables for girding the ship and bracing 
its timbers together; cp. above, v. 17) wAocioy 32 8 oépe: (the 
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oxdgn, or boat; cp. above, vv. 16. 30.32) pe daurijs rd Aoutpdy 
Tis wadcyyevecias, dvaveotons tobs mioredovras (probably the 
font of baptism is compared to the boat, as conveying and admit- 
ting the crew and into the ship). “Oéey 88 radra Aauxpa, 
wdperriy hs xveipa, 7d am olipavar, 3° ob oppaylovra: of mirreb- 
ovres TG Gey wapérorra: 32 abr® Kyxvpat oidnpai, abral Tov 

wwrov Gayla: évrodal, Suvyaral (i. e. powerful and stedfast) ds 
ol8npos* Exe: 38 xal vabras Sefiods nal edeordpous aylous dyyéAous 
mapédpous, 8° Sy del xpareira: Kal gpoupeiras 4) *ExxArnola, 
KAlpak év abrg, els Spos dvdyoura éxl rd xépas, elxdoy onpelov 
xd@ouvs Xpirrot, ~Axovea Tos morovs els dvdBacw obpavar, i.e. 
the ship’s ladder which conveys aloft to the summit of (the mast), 
is an image or resemblance of the sign of the Passion of Christ 
(i. e. of the Holy Eucharist), which draws the faithful up to the 
ascent of heaven. 

S. Hippolytus goes on to say, ¥ngapol 82 én) 7d xépas eg” 
imAod alvovpevor rdfis xpopyray, papriper re, xal drogrdAwy 
els BaciAelay Xpiorrod dvawavoyévew. Here, instead of wndapo? 
alvotmevoi, we may read Widapa aiwpotueva. Vhpapa are 
the Latin suppara, Senec. Ep. 77, in Medea, 325. Lucan, v. 
429, “Summa suppara velorum;’’ or, as Tertullian calls them 
(Apol. 16, ad Nation. 12), siphara (Whoapa), i.e. top-saile (cp. 
Smith, pp. 152. 195). And S. Hippolytue means that the topsails, 
which are raised aloft to the summit of the mast, and are set 
there, remind him of the order of Prophets, and Martyrs, and 
Apostles glorified, and resting in bliss, in the kingdom of Christ. 

A similar comparison of the Church to a Ship may be seen 
in a treatise in Montfaucon’s S. Chrysostom, vi. tom. vi. p. cv: 
“‘ Quamvis infestatione Inimici Ecclesia ab ssculi tempestatibus 
laboret, quibusvis tentationibus pulsetur, naufragium facere non 
potest, quia Filiam Dei habet Gu : navigat enim fidei 
gubernaculo, felici cursu per hujus seeculi mare, habens Deum 
Gubernatorem, Angelos remiges, portans choros omnium sanc- 
torum, erecté in medio ips& salutari arbore crucis, in quf evan- 
gelicse fidei vela suspendens, flante Spiritu Sancto, vehitur ad 
portum Paradisi, et securitatem quietis eterne.” 

The symbol of a Ship, emblematic of the Church, is often 
seen represented on the Christian monuments in the Catacombs 
of Rome; see Bp. Kip on the Catacombs, p. 114, ed. 1859. 

— roy dpréuwva} So A, B, C, and Caten., p. 405, and so 
Winer.— Elz. has dpréuova: it was the ‘small sail’ (Syriac), 
the foresail fixed at the prow on a bowsprit. See Juvenal, xii. 
67, describing a ship in a storm: 

‘‘________- inopi miserabilis arte cucurrit 
Vestibus extensis, et quod superaverat unum 
Velo prora suo,”’ 


which the old Scholiast explains, “‘ Arfemone solo velificaverunt.” 
Cp. Jeidor. Orig. xix. 3, as emended by Mr. Smith, p. 192, 
‘‘ Dolon est minimum velum, et ad proram defixum Artemo diri- 
gende potiis navis caus commendatam (commendatur?) quam 
celeritate,’’ or, as Bede says here, “ Artemon est modicum velum, 
dirigende,” &c., as in Isidore. Hence the Roman Lawyers said 





1 The following is from the Sailing Directory, 1834 :— 

Sr. Paut's Bay.—This is divided from Melheha Bay by the 
Peninsula of Salmona, on the hilly part of which stands a square 
building, commonly called the Saémona Palace; and at the extremit 
of this oes is a low and irregularly-formed island, named Sal. 
mona Island, already noticed; this constitutes the northern part of 
St. Puul’s Bay. There are a fow rocks at its eastern point, extending 
outward near] ’ half a cable's ei ee ; and at the distance of a cable's 
length you will have clear ground, with from ten to fourteen fathoms. 

The east end of Salmona Island, and the Point of Kauro, are 
distant from each other above one mile, and bear N.W. by W. and 
S.E. by E. (N.W. 4N. and S.E. 48.), the bay running in W.S. W. 
(W.338.). The depth of water between the island and the point is 
eighteen fathoms, from whence it lessens to fourteen, ten, eight, and 
at the further end three fathome, where there are a sandy beach and 
arivulet. About a quarter of a mile to the southward of Salmona 


(Labeo, Digest. 50, tit. 16, leg. 242), “ Malum navis esee partem, 
Artemonem autem non esse,’’ and cp. Boeckh (Urkunden des 
Attischen Seewesens, p. 140), who calls it the smallest sail. 

They let the vessel drive before the breeze, by a single small 
sail. All these incidents are mentioned with so much minuteness 
by St. Luke, in order to show that “vain was the help of man,” 
and that their preservation (and they were all preserved) was due, 
not to any human means, but to God’s goodness alone, especially 
towards His faithful servant and prisoner, St. Paul (see v. 24). 

Doubtless also the Holy Spirit in dictating this beautiful 
narrative, designed to suggest the reflection, that whenever and 
wheresoever it is God’s will that the Gospel shall be preached, no 
storms raised by the Evi] One against Christ’s Church can ob- 
struct her course; and that though all human aids fail ber, though 
the material vessel is split in fragments, and scattered over the 
waves,—tbough the earth itself is wrecked and dissolved,—He 
can bring ber and hers by a single Artemon to shore. 

41. xep:werdvres}] This word does not indicate human contri- 
vance, but a wepiréreia of Divine Providence. They had selected 
a creek having a beach, into which they desired, if possible, to 
thrust in the ship (v. 39). But this would not have been effected 
unless they had fallen into a réwos 8:0dAacoos. This may be 
explained from reference to the Chart of St. Paul’s Bay, Malta 
(Smith, 124. Howson, 422), where is the small island Saimo- 
netta, which produces a current that would carry a ship into a 
small cove in the réxos 8:6dAaccos, which, by its approximation 
to the shore, the island makes between itself and the beach !. 

‘ The sea rushing into the Bay from the N.x. strikes against 
the outer point of this small island, which causes it to divide and 
meet again at the inner point, in a small Cove, where any Ship- 
Master would run his ship, if in distress.”’ (Co/e.) 

— thy vavy) they thrust-in the vaiv. Observe the word vair, 
not wAoioy, which had hitherto been the word used throughout 
the narrative ; wAoiow occurs thirteen times in this chapter, and 
the word vais had never been used as yet. 

Indeed, the present is the only place in the New Testament 
where the word vais is found ; 

There is a great force in it here. The veasel had formerly 
been a noble sAoioy for sailing (cis rd wAciv); but now that it 
has lost its freight, its tackle, its boat, its provisions, its anchors, 
its all—it is reduced to a vais, a hulk, not fit to sail, wAciv, but 
only vety, to swim. 

— 7 wpipva aa the stern was going to pieces, while the 
foreship stuck fast. e word éAvero, was being dissolved, is a 
happy one; the strong solid ship was becoming as loose as the 
liquid element in which it had sailed. So Virg. En. x. 303, 
“‘puppis tua, Tarchon, solvitur ;"’ and Cicero, Attic. xv. 11, 
“‘ dissolutum pavigium.” (Wetst.) 

St. Paul had been already in three shipwrecks before this 
(2 Cor. xi. 25). How little, after all, do we Anow of what the 
great Apostle suffered for Christ! But it is all registered in His 
Book; which will be opened at the Last Day. 

44. xdyras d:acwOjvas) all escaped in safety to land. Perhaps 





Island is a patch of foul ground, over which the least depths are six 
and a half and seven fathoms. The harbour is open to easterly and 
north-easterly winds; but it isa safe place for ] vessels, with good 
holding-ground ; and so long as your cables will hold, your anchors 


will never The best anchorage is abreast of the small cove on 
ig star side going in, where you will find from six to ten 
thoms, mud and clay. l vessels may haul into the cove, and 


lash themeelves together in a tier, having an anchor out to the SS. 
Eastward, and no winds can injure them. 

Within Kauro Point you will see a small tower and battery, 
called the University ; another battery, Elbena, stands three-quarters 
ofa mile further in, and beyond that is St. Paul's tower. There 
are also three other batlerses defending the Points of the Bay, two of 
which are situated near the beach at the bottom of the Bay. From 
Kauro Point the land runs S.E. by E. (S.E.38.) for five miles, 


towards the Lighthouse of Valetta. 
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some were saved spiritually by the evidence they had seen of 
St. Paul’s prophetic power (see ov. 10. 22. 26), and by being led 
thereby, and by his miracles (xxviii. 9, 10), to listen to the 
Gospel ; and thus the Storm in Adria brought them to the hea- 
venly haven of eternal Peace. 


Ca. XXVIII. 1. éwéyveper] we discerned. So A, B, C.— 
Elz. éwéyvecay. 

— MeAlrn] Malta. The theories which suppose this to be 
any other than Malta, and particularly to be Melida in the Adriatic 
Gulf, seem to proceed from a misunderstanding of the word 
*A8pla in xxvii. 27, and from other similar misconceptions. See 
Biscoe, p. 67. Smith, Dissertation ii. p. 130. Howson, p. 426. 
It is by no means probable that an Alexandrine ship on its way 
toward Rome (v. }1), would be found wintering at an island in 
the Gulf of Venice; but it would be very likely to winter at 
Malta. 

2. of BdpBapo:] the barbarians. Rom. i.'14. 1 Cor. xiv. 11. 
People who spoke a strange language, i. o. neither Greek nor 
Latin. Ovid, Trist. v. 10. 37, ‘‘ Barbarus hic ego sum, quia non 
infelligor ulli.” The dialect here spoken was probably African or 
Phoenician. (Rosenm., Kuin., Biscoe. Prof. Blunt on Duties 
of Parish Priest, p. 48.) The Greeks called all others, even the 
Romans, BapSdpous. ‘ Barbari antiquitis omnes dicebantur 
exceptis Grecis.” (Festus.) 

As the Jews called all Gentiles Greeks, so the Romans and 
Greeks called all others barbarous. 

By calling the Maltese BdpBapo:, St. Luke shows that he is 
writing as a Hellenist to Hellenists. 

But here, and v. 10, St. Luke draws silently a contrast be- 
tween the kindness of these so-called barbarians, and the conduct 
of those who despised the rest of the world as barbarous, and yet 
had treated St. Paul in a barbarous manner—the Jews and 
Romans at Cesarea. We hear of no miracle wrought before 
Felix by St. Paul, in his two years’ imprisonment at Ceesarea, or 
before Festus and Agrippa; but he worked many miracles among 
these civilized barbarians, v. 9. 

— ob Thy Tuxovcay] extraordinary. See above, xix. 11. 

— &arres xupdy] having kindled a fire; into which the 
viper was afterwards cast; see on vt. 4. 

8. axd] So A, B, C, G, H, and Caten. p. 407.— Elz. éx. The 
sense is, the Viper, which was probably then in a torpid state, 
from the cold and damp (v. 2), had been taken up by St. Paul 
in the sticks, which were laid by him on the fire, and was driven 
forth from them (ard rijs 6épuns, by the force of the heat), and 


recovered its vitality and passed throngh them and darted forth 
from them, and seized on his hand. 

4. of BdpBapoi—facyoy wpds GAAfAous] the barbarians were 
speaking to one another, in their own tongue, neither Greek nor 
Latin (v. 2). This mention of what the barbarians said (viz. that 
St. Paul was a murderer, &c.), and which evidently they imagined 
would not be understood, is another silent evidence of power, in 
the Apostles and Evangelists, to understand and speak languages 
which they had not learnt, and were not supposed to know ; just 
as they understood what was said in the Lycaonian dialect, and 
spoke it to the people at Lystra. See abovo, Acts xiv. 11, and 
on ii. 4. 

— % 8l«n] whom Justice suffered not to live: 80 Soph. Antig. 
544, obi édoe: rovrd ¥ 4 Alxy. ‘H Alcy is the Latin “ Justitia,” 
an abstraction personified, as Virg. Georg. iii. 474, ‘‘ extrema per 
illos Justitia excedens terris vestigia fecit.’’ 

Rather it was the malice of the Evil One, who had hoped 
that St. Paul would perish in the storm, which he, as Prince of 
the power of the air (Eph. ij. 2), had been permitted by God to 
raise (cp. Job i. 12. 19), that he might defeat his mission to 
Rome. ‘Vipera fixit, Demonis arma gerens,” says Arator (ii. 
1157), and “ Predo venit,—sed preeda jacet.’”?” The same God 
who delivered Paul from the sea, saved him from the nt (see 
Christ’s prophecy, Mark xvi. 18), and enabled him to cast it into 
the fire—a figurative and prophetic emblem of what awaits him 
who is the Old Serpent, the 8q:s dpyatos (Rev. xii. 9; xx. 2), the 
Enemy of the Church, which he endeavours to destroy by the 
storms of Persecution (Rev. xii. 14, 15), and by the venom of 
Heresy : and whose doom it will be to be cast eis Afusny wupds, 
into the lake of fire, Rev. xx. 10. 

— ob« clavev) suffered not—to live. Observe the aorist, they 
think of him as already dead, and speak of him as such. 

5. dworiwvatduewos] having shaken off from himeelf. 8o A, 
G, H.— Elz. has dworivdfas. 

6. Gedy] a god: placed thus emphatically at the end of the 
sentence by A and B.— Ei/z. has Oedy abrdp elva:. 

7. TG xpéty) ‘the primus,’ his official title, the xpé@ros 
Medcraley, or Primus Melitensium. See the Inscription in 
Biscoe, p. 67. Cp. Blunt, p. 48. Smith, 148. Howson, 425. 

8. 3ucevreply] So A, B,G, H. Cp. Lobeck, Phryn. p. 518. 

— lIdcato] he healed. A reward for hospitality. 

10. riuais] with presents, gifts, and offerings (Chrys.). See 
1 Tim. v. 17. 

IL Asocxotpors}] The two sons of Jove, Castor and Pollux, the 
supposed patrons of sailors in the heathen world (Horat. Carm. i. 
3.2; iv. 8.31. Catull. iv. 27. Ovid, Fast. v. 720. Theocrit. 
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xxii. 1), which were at the prow’s head, and were the insigne, by 
which the ship was known. On the insignia of ships, as distinct 
from their tutela, see Welst., p. 652. Ruhnken's Dissertation, 
ed. 1771. Blomfield, Eschyl. 8. c. Theb. 196. 

It is the custom, says the Bishop of Alexandria (S. Cyril, 
in Caten. here), for Alexandrine vessels to have such figures as 
these on the right and left of the prow. 

St. Paul did not scruple to sail in a vessel with heathen 
deities for its insigne; and the Holy Spirit has vouchsafed to 
mention their name, Dioscuri, sone of Zeus, or Jupiter. 

For what reasons ? 

(1) Perhaps to remove such scruples as troubled the mind of 
Tertullian (see his ‘“‘ De coron’ militis ’’ and ‘‘ De Idololatria ’’) 
in ancient times, and of Quakers and some others in modern, and to 
teach the nature of Christian Liberty (viz.), that Christians may 
freely and without sin communicate with idolaters in the common 
concerns of life, such as navigation, commerce, and language, &c. 
(1 Cor. v. 9, 10), although they must at the same time take care 
not to communicate with them in any act of idolatry (1 Cor. x. 
21. 2 Cor. vi. 14—16. Eph. v. 11). 

(2) To correct the spirit of self-righteousness which has 
made distinctions and differences in the Church, on the plea of 
conscientious objections to the use of certain words and names 
derived from heathen uses, such as the days of the week. 

(3) To suggest the reflection, that the Gospel of Christ 
would appropriate and consecrate all things to itself; 

The Gospel is presented to us in this divine history as sailing 
towards Rome in an Egyptian ship, with a heathen sign. S. 
Cyril quotes happily the LXX of lea. xi. 14, speaking of Chris- 
tian Missions, rerav@fcorra: év wAolors GAAODbAMwY, they will 
Sty as with wings in the shipe of strangers and unbelievers. 

It is worthy of remark, that the ancient enemy of the Church 
of God, Egypt, was made to furnish two of the Ships (Acts xxvii. 
6; xxviii. 11) which conveyed the Apostle of the Gentiles, in his 
way to preach the Gospel to the great Metropolis of the Heathen 
world. The Gospel of the Son of God was carried in a ship with a 
Heathen sign, called from the sons of Jove. It was about to sub- 
due heathen Rome, and to make the Mistress of the world pass 
under the mild yoke of the Cross. It was about to plant the 
Cross of Christ in the centre of the blood-stained Colosseum, to 
erect the statues of Peter and Paul on the summits of its Egyp- 
tian obelisks, and to convert the Pantheon of Agrippa into a 
Christian Church. 

Here is a striking prophecy and pledge of the future subjec- 
tion of all earthly powers and Oppoein g forces beneath the feet of 
Christ ; and of the future manifestation of His Omnipotence in 
making them all subsidiary and subservient to the triumph of His 
Gospel. 

3. xepieASdyres] not by a straight course, but facking; the 
wind not being favourable, for it is added, that after one day, the 
south wind (which was favourable) sprung up abaft (éreyévero), 
and so on the second day they arrived at Puteoli—a distance of 
182 miles from Rhegium. On the rate of sailing of ancient ships, 
see Smith, p. 209, who understands 3evrepaso: as equivalent to 
TH e&hs nuda. 

— MNoridAous] Puteoli, 150 miles from Rome, now Pozzuoli, 
on the Bay of Naples, an éurdpiov péyiorov, Strabo, v. p. 376; 
especially for Alexandrine Corn-ships. (Seneca, Epist. 77.) 
Sometimes called a ‘ Second Delos’ on account of its commerce. 
Its earliest name was Dicearchis. 

There is an interesting fact, recorded in connexion with 
Puteoli, inthe Martyrdom of S. Ignatius, the disciple of St. John 
(p. 568). When he was going to his martyrdom at Rome, he 
was brought to Puteoli, and he wished to /and there, in order that 
he might follow the steps of St. Paul (xar’ Yyvos Badl({ew Oérwy 
Tov &xorréAov TlavAov); an incident confirming the genuineness 
and authenticity of the Acts, and perhaps, also, showing its in- 
fluence in primitive times. 

Vou. I.—Parr II. 


14. jyuépas éxrd] seven days. In order, probably, to spend a 
Lord’s-Day with them. See above, on xxi. 27. 

— obrws eis rhy ‘Péuny H.] and thus to Rome we came. Anin- 
teresting and picturesque description of the route from Puteoli to 
Rome, may be seen in Howson, ii. 437—447. See also Sir W. 
Gell’s Work on Rome and its Vicinity, 2 vols., Lond. 1834, and 
Nibdby’e Contorni di Roma, 2 vols., Roma, 1819. 

15. of dBeApol—étHrAGov] the brethren came out to meet us— 
especially to meet Paul, from whom they had received an Epistle 
(that to the Romans) more than three years before. 

— "Awnlov @dpov nal Tpiay raBepyav] “ Appit Forum,” a 
station marked in the Roman Itineraries as about thirty-three 
miles from Rome; the “ Tres Taberne'’ twenty-three miles from 
Rome. See Sir W. Gell, art. “ Via Appia,”’ i. p. 153. 

The former, Appii Forum, reminds the reader that they 
were on the “ Appian Way.” Another suggestion, therefore, is 
here offered of the same truth as that stated above (v. }1). 

These were two itinerary stations on the great Via Appia, 
the “Regina Viarum,” the Queen of Roads (Cic. ad Att. ii. 10. 
Hor. Serm. i. 5. 3), on which Rome sent her armies through 
the Southern and Eastern regions of the world; 

The conquests of the fhird monarchy (that of Alerander the 
Great, see Dan. ii. 39; vii. 6; viii. 8.21) had provided a com- 
mon language for the Gospel—Greek ; 

Alexandria, the great commercial capital of Egypt, and 
named from the great Conqueror himself, provided two Ships 
to convey the Apostle of the Gentiles toward Rome, the Capital 
of the world ; 

The fourth great monarchy, the Roman, had made great 
military Roads in Europe and in part of Asia for her own 
conquests, as she thought; but in God’s good purposes they 
became Highways for the Gospel of Christ. She had stratified 
Europe. He evangelized it. 

It is interesting to trace the progress of the Apostle on those 
great Roads of the Roman Empire, e. g. on the Via Egnatia, by 
which he had been brought into Greece, and now on the Via 
Appia, by which he enters Rome. 

The journeys of the Apostles and Apostolic Missionaries 
could not have been effected, had it not been for the engineering 
energy of heathen Rome, whom God employed as a xeAevOowroids 
for Christ. The Military Roads of her Legions were paths for 
the Prince of Peace. , 

The World may see similar results, in future conquests of the 
Gospel under God’s Allwise and Almighty Providence, by means 
of Railroads and of Steam. India is opening her arms. The 
great lines of her Railways are doing the Missionary work of the 
Baptist, the forerunner and herald of Christ (Isa. xl. 4). And as 
the Ship bearing a heathen sign (‘‘ Castor and Pollux”) carried 
the Apostle of Christ to Italy, and the Basilicas and Temples at 
Rome have become Christian Churches, so the time may come 
when some of the magnificent Temples of India may be changed 
into Christian Cathedrals. Cp. Introduction, above, pp. 8—10. 

16. orpatoweddpyn) to the captain of the pretorian guard, 
the body-guard of the Emperor: probably Burrhkus, if St. Paul 
arrived at Rome (as is most probable) in the spring of a.p. 61. 
In the spring of a.p. 62, Burrhus died. Tacit. Ann. xiv. 51, 52. 
Dio, 62, 13. Sueton. Ner. 35. Wieseler (p. 86), following By. 
Pearson (p. 389), infers that the words 6 orparoweSdpyns inti- 
mate that there was only one Commander of the Preiorian Guard, 
or Imperial Household Troops, and that therefore St. Paul must 
have arrived before the Death of Burrhus, i. e. before the spring of 
A.D. 62, after which there were two orparore8dpya: (Tacit. Ann. 
xiv. 51). The conelusion is probably true; but 6 erparoreddpyns 
might (as Meyer observes, pp. 18. 465) be used to indicate the 
Officer then on duty at the Palace. 

It was a providential circamstance that prisoners, who were 
sent on appeals to Rome, were consigned to the custody of the 
Chief of the Imperial Guard. See Joseph. Ant. xviii. Ms 6. Plin. 
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Ep. x. 65. Thus St. Paul’s bonds were made manifest in Christ 
in the whole Praetorium, or Palace of Nero (Phil. i. 13), and the 
Gospel was brought home to the hearts of those of Ceesar’s house- 
hold (Phil. iv. 22). 

It is probable, that the wpa:tépiov, of which the orparored- 
dpxns had the command, was the Palace of the Emperor himeelf 
on the Palatine Hill, on the south of the Roman Forum, in the 
heart of Rome. See note below on Phil. i. 13. 

On the probability of St. Paul’s communication through 
Burrhus with Seneca and others, see Hieron. Scrip. Eccl. 12. 
Dr. Burton, Lectures, pp. 261—267. Fabric. Cod. Apocr. p. 880. 
Bibl. Lat. ii. 121. Gieseler, § 26. 

St. Luke’s account of the treatment which St. Paul received 
at Rome, is illustrated by the narrative of Josephus (Antig. xviii. 
6. 7), concerning the detention of Agrippa I. in the same city, 
under Tiberius, edploxero abr wapd Tov Mdxpowos (the successor 
of Sejanus) orpariwray re perplay dydpav, of wapapuAdteay 
avroy dv pporticw, nal ixatovrdpxov eperrnoopndévou re éxel- 
vos Kal cvySérov ecomévov, Aourpd re Kal’ judpay ovyxapetrOai, 
kal dweArcvOdpwy xal pfrAwy elaoddous, rhy re BAAny paordyny 
% Te odpart yévor’ ber elofecdy re wpbs avroy pldos re XaAas 
KT. 

— orpatiéty) the soldier, to whom he was chained. 

19. }vayxdoOny] I was constrained to appeal to Ceesar,—an 
answer to the objections of the Jews, that, in a question of 
Religion, he had appealed from the Spiritual Court, that of the 
Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, to a temporal and heathen Power, and 
had so been guilty of profane and sacrilegious outrage against 
their national Feith, and against Jebovah Himself. St. Paul says 
that he did not act thus voluntari/y, but was compelled to take 
this step by the Jews themselves. 

We may observe here again the wonderful operation of 
Divine Providence in overruling the machinations of the enemies 
of the Gospel into means for its furtherance ; 

The Jews arrested and would have killed Paul. By their 
iniquitous and treacherous manceuvres against bim, they showed 
even to the Chief Captain that he could have no hope of justice 
from them. He was therefore sent by night to Ceesarea (xxiii. 
23). Festus proposed that after two years’ imprisonment he 
should go up again to be judged at Jerusalem (xxv. 9). But the 
Jews had shown their inveterate malice by anotber conspiracy to 
slay him by the way (xxv. 3). In a word, St. Paul was compelled 
by the Jews themselves to appeal for justice from the Spiritual 
Court at Jerusalem to the tribunal of Nero at Rome. 


A striking proof of the corrupt state of the spiritualty. No 
wonder that its Candlestick was removed. The Candlestick of 
the Temple is now seen engraved among the spoils of Jerusalem 
on the triumphal Arch of Titus, which stands near the site of the 
Imperial Palace at Rome, where St. Paul was confined. 

That conduct of the Jews was foreseen by God, and was 
made instrumental by Him for the propagation of Christianity, 
and for the transfer of its Mission from the centre of Judaism to 
the Metropolis of the Heathen World. Thus the malice of the 
Jews recoiled against themselves, and was used as an instrument 
for the glory of Christ. 


21. hpuets obre ypdupara] we neither received letters concern- 
ing thee from Jerusalem. This statement of non-communication 
between the Jews of Jerusalem and Rome is remarkable, and 
has been used by some in modern times as an argument against 
the veracity of this History. But it must be remembered that 
St. Paul did not appeal to Cesar till near the end of his confinc- 
ment at Ceesarea. Festus, the successor of Felix, had wished to 
decide the Cause at Jerusalem (xxv. 9); and it was doubtless a 
surprise both to him and to the Jews to hear St. Paul say, 
‘“‘T appeal unto Cesar” (xxv. 11). 

Before St. Paul had made this appeal, the Jews of Jerusalem 
had no reason for writing to those at Rome concerning him; for 
they had no ground for supposing that he would go there. And 
after appeal had been made, it does not seem that they had any 
opportunities of sending communications to Rome, on account of 
the expiration of the season for navigation to Italy. Nor indeed 
would they have been very anxious to write concerning him after 
the declaration of the Jewish king Agrippa acknowledging his in- 
nocence, and that he might have been set at liberty if he had not 
appealed to Ceesar (xxvi. 32). 

22. wavraxov dyriA¢yera:] is every where spoken against. 
A fulfilment of Simeon’s words, Luke ii. 34, onuetoy dvrireys- 
pevoy. The Jews are specially described as a Aads dyTiAdyoor. 
See Rom. x. 21. Isa. lxv. 2,in LXX. Acts xiii. 45; xxviii. 19. 


25. Aijua €v] one word, after so many disputations; one, and 
that from their own Scriptures; showing that their incredulity was 
foreseen and foretold by God, and that the rejection of the Gospel 
by the Jews is therefore no argument against it, but rather an 
evidence of its truth. 

— robs xardpas hua] our fathers. 
as his own. 

26, 27.) See Matt. xiii. 14, 15. 


He claims their fathers 
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28. yrwoorby ody tore Syiy, Sri rots EOversy dwrerrdAn 1d 
owrhpiov rot @eot] Be it therefore known to you, that to the 
Genitles was sent the salvation of God. St. Paul never disguised 
from the Jews his design of going to the Gentiles. As Bengel 
observes,—On the rejection of the Gospel by the Jews, he de- 
clared that intention to them at Antioch, xiii. 46; at Corinth, 
xviii. 6; and now, for the third time, he declares it at Rome. 
Thus he gave them a triple warning ; in Asia, in Greece, in Italy ; 
see Tit. iii, 10. 

29. xal—cu(f#ryciy] Not in A, B, E, and some Cursives and 
Versions. 

30. d:erlay 8Any] two whole years in St. Paul’s life without 
any incident mentioned by St. Luke ; 

This silence is an impressive proof that the arrival of the 
great Apostle at Rome, the great capital of the world, is the 
culminating point of the history. ‘ Paulus Rome, apex Evan- 
gelii.”’ Bengel. 

As Chrys. observes, St. Paul had suffered shipwreck, but by 
that shipwreck he was made more illustrious. And now, like 
some noble Conqueror who has gained a great naval victory, he 
enters the royal ag of Rome, the Capital of the world. 

The rest may be inferred from what had been already said 
and done by the Divine Head of the Church, in guiding and pre- 
serving him till he set foot in safety in that City; and from the 
words of comfort and joy with which the book concludes. 

It is to be regretted, that through want of attention to such 
considerations as these, this divine Book has been disparaged by 
some as a fragmentary narrative. Like all other works of the 


Holy Ghost, it is a well-ordered and harmonious whole. It 
designs what was best to be done for a history of the Apostolic 
Church, and it performs fully what it designs. On this topic, see 
above, Introduction prefixed to this Book, pp. 6. 19, 20. 

On the remainder of the Apostle’s History, see Fused. H. E. 
ii. 22—25; and below, the Introduction to St. Paul’s Epistles to 
Timothy in Part III. pp. 416—424. 

— dy idly picOdpar:| in his own hired lodging. The puicbwua 
was the meritorium or conductum of the Romans. A lodging- 
house at Rome was divided into cenacula, each of which was let 
out for hire. See Wefst. p. 656. 

81. dxwArAdérws] without hindrance. The Acts of the Apostles 
is a record of trouble and suffering, like all other Books of the 
New Testament, and is also like them in this, that it ends bappily. 
See particularly the end of St. Luke’s Gospel (xxiv. 50—53). 

There is something musical in the cadence of the word dxw- 
Abros, reserved for the end of this Book. The word commences 
with a short syllable, followed by three long ones, a first Epitrite, 
the termination of a Scazon, happily adapted to express repose 
after labour; as may be seen in the beautiful lines of Catullus, 
describing his return home, “‘ Peninsularum,’’ &c. Carm. xxix., 
especially vv. 6—10. This cadence is expressive of . steadiness, 
firmness, and stability; of motion succeeded by rest; of action 
consummated and settled in repose. Compare the word éxoinh6n, 
a word of like quantity, closing the history of St. Stephen’s 
martyrdom (Acts vii. 60). 

An emblem of the History of the Church of Christ, and of 
the life of every true believer in Him. 


END OF PART II. 
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18. On rHe Avuruoritry anv Uses or Cuurcn Syrnops. 
14 & 15. On Secessions To THE Cuurcy or Rome. 2s. 


16. On tHe Paiviteces AND Duties oF THE CHRISTIAN 
Laity. Conclusion. 


THIRD SERIES. 
17 & 18. On tHe Great Exuisition or 185]. 
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‘Conversion de Cent Cinquante Ministres Angli- 
cans,” &c., on the DESTRUCTIVE CHARACTER 
of the CHURCH of ROME, in RELIGION and 
POLITY. Third Edition. 7s. 6d. 


A SEQUEL TO THE ABOVE. 
Second Edition. 68. 6d. 


SCRIPTURE INSPIRATION ; 
Or, on the CANON of the SCRIPTURES of the 
OLD and NEW TESTAMENT, and on the APO- 
CRYPHA. Twelve Discourses, preached before the 
University of Cambridge. With a copious Appendix 
of Ancient Authorities. Second Edition. 9s. 


LECTURES ON THE APOCALYPSE. 
Preached before the University of Cambridge. 
Edition. 10s. 6d. 


A HARMONY OF THE APOCALYPSE, 
Containing a revised Translation of that Book, with 
Notes. 4to. 4s. 6d. 


THE APOCALYPSE; 
Or, Book of Revelation. The original Greek Text, 
with MSS. Collations and Fac-similes of Ancient 
MSS.; an English Translation and Harmony, with 
Notes; and an Appendix to the Hulsean Lectures on 
the Apocalypse. 10s. 6d. 


Third 


? 


BABYLON ; 
Or, the Question considered, ‘Is the CHURCH of 
ROME the BABYLON of the APOCALYPSE?” 3s 
THEOCRITUS, 


Codicum MSS. ope recensitus et emendatus, cum In- 
dicibus locupletissimis. 10s. 6d. 


ATHENS AND ATTICA. 
Journal of a Residence there: with Maps, Plans, and 
Inscriptions. Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 8s. 6d. 


GREECE, 
Historical, Pictorial, and Descriptive. .4 New Edition. 
Royal 8vo. 14 8s. 

INEDITED ANCIENT WRITINGS, 
Copied from the Walls of POMPEII, with Fac-similes. 
2s. 6d. 

CORRESPONDENCE OF RICHARD BENT- 
LEY, D.D., Master of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
2 vols, 20. 2s. 

MEMOIRS OF WILLIAM WORDSWORTH. 
2 vols. 30s. 


A DIARY IN FRANCE; 
Mainly on Topics concerning Education and the 
Church. Second Edition. 5s. 6d. 


NOTES AT PARIS. 
1854. 4s. 


LATINA GRAMMATIC4 RUDIMENTA ; 


or, Kine Epwarv the Srxtu’s Grammar. In usum 


Scholarum. Thirteenth Edition. 38. 6d. 


KING EDWARD VI": FIRST LATIN BOOK. 


The Latin Accipence; including a Short Syntax and 
Prosody, with an Eneutsn Transziation, for Junior 
Classes. Third Edition. 12mo. 2s. 


LETTER TO A FRIEND. 
On the proposed Repeal of the X XI Xth Canon, which 
forbids Parents to be Sponsors to their Children. 64d. 








i 


BEES SSM SANSA NTERT ITAL OT LALOR EEL ALLEL a 











om _ . ' _" ' PO det me WUT LF Ap deen Aes pete ele ins “pare Pid 
he ms WEG 1 NI LO OA GVA LAG YP ROIS oh HATES. | ifs | 
Raa! ition Lt AS LD My Cir iy Uys My 
aN ST A ws 
= =» 7 “ a Ee Pol A Pr va ri a We uP 
' — - ——— A hal me eR gp AAR IS CARL ATES reer e eis 


i | P . ° { 7 - ‘y - = 40 =, 4.4 * Nw’ 7 ~ p "% ‘ . 
a. ] 4 Pr. - i ‘ey as r TF. 
Bilt. J | . ia U ay ’ eS - a ft, FUL Vili, FD Ae 
| L / \ | 4 e & > . _ if ; : J ° é a . re a “a ‘ ’ yi if h- i! Vy | 
i : ‘ { « ' a ‘ yf 7 ' “ P| ry, 178 if ' if 
« m4 ”~ a4 (5 ew ‘aah Dy’ .g 6 rs if ‘Tews Te 
“de i 4th & @ i dewey ya, teil, JOA dt ited doees ’ 
. ‘ _ Pras en asin Ate ne og CODEN AE EL S OLE ELT hls we'd Can! pay 
waa “ss Ups Al ALMA ale. ole “elpinveyiele errant ‘y , é : i i } 
' OAs EO Am ipreteyy) ATR Mitel 4 Hy Hf Wh ay | vit 
Mt ital ha OA Aid AA 4 Atay oe PON BY ay ih i | 
* ty, ip ty hed ry, iff / ! 
ay. 7) sf 4, LAP ey vy A Le gd ; iyi Aff AV ’ An) j | 
ft Ady a er Tas Aj of My 
d i r f Jt / eu ; f 
LOA LAD A neys “/ Ne 





lt 


= * 
- 
_= 
= 
— 
= 
— 
-'- 
-_— 
— 
=x 
— - 
a 
= 
— 


« 
- 


i> 


1 


— 
“se =) 






+ 


-_ 
= 
=~ 
~_ 
=> =. 
> 
= 
=. 
= 
= 
~ 
= 
=~ 
SS 
= 
. 2+, 
- 
_—-+ w= 


i ( ' 
UP \ vy hl | 4) “" Ny ‘7 Tt ‘y) i f 
; PTT AY re aa Le hep 
la LAIMA NCEE 
NC AA ad Pad al el Pd fd Md a wd of Ped ae Ped sel Ped | 
* } * Me Wag Fal Cee BP TA te ety 4y,! 
| : Ni Me Ne i AE Ad teh 
: Tal eM) ' Patitasepvienefiia ls ee 
| , ROME N rn Hes if) AP Wet hs # 4 5, (tat i 


—_—_— 
— 
7 
® 
>, @ Fe 
=. 
~ 
= 
=> =— 
> 
>. 
= = 
= & 
= 
= = 
— 
= » 
— = 
> = 
._. 
‘=< 
> 
“ « 
i 
~ 
. 
= = * 
= 
a 
- = 
=> = 
=> =—_— 
> ~ 
=| = 
a 
—— 
= = 
=~ 
= 
—_—=— = 
——s 
en 
~_s 
=~ = 
== 
_ = 
=— = 
——— a 
=- + 
=> = 
= = 
=_=-—> 
=, = 
os — 
= 
= ay 
SS 
— “a 
~ Se Se 
= 
a 
— 
—x 
= 


: Jf 
. : : . ea hy ty ght ; ' ‘ 
| itl Satan ney TA nn con CY PN Ni Wadd, 
. Pn f ay ay hy 4 Af Pa f] 
wAre rishi, mare ride " Mist i Manat 
a ey Pentel f; ts eit 
Nadya y ly . 490 " Uta fy yf i 
Mai 
, reed a) 
wilt 


ly ‘ 








, 

La ! Cite oy" 

4 / 4 , : . Gifh) A { 
« et 
ar 
Wis 


DO Mn 


| f / 
"asta Diels) dite, 6 4) 





fi 
y 











= = —~ yy ~~ - 
ee ——[— ——— 


:. * . = . = - « in “ ; 


: 

' 

! 

| « . ~? A. i Ai “, By Oy pity 1 | r 4 . 
‘ . * a | . _-_ 2 _ a AG hi a Sir ta tila ein ne a OQ A a 
| 
























a eo ee Geer Ay 4," my) 
“get tees le Os ee AD Mey i ’ tly 
- - | é 


. ‘ ; ‘ ° - Agar ime Fy apps ire ig iddede od did Maid Pallet ar CienMepites 
om —— 7 ante wee io | pth Te! es 














hia 





. 
ae 


Witt 
ee iit 


teas Hep, did beleed ded dene. Aer TE tal a 


. —_ Pit ' —- 2 é ~~ — a, Che las ry 
as ‘sy ' I ir. ' ry Moms tO "25 if “ih ASS BAe Gi A See rem ta fda. Aydt, ‘fe een) ; “) i. 
| etl Ib }, | " \ > ie wl y P 4 Le 5 y) 4 . i bil ‘: AGA G © Ye hy ‘ fs uy 

| ale ie Patel ery 2 i) 





' 
4 
- — — | i) a ‘ dae "T Sale ) 
ee ~ — : | i@e we ‘i 8 ‘ : — 
wate at Nain Abe Ay ie eatoU ray ce Well fel erp | Aad itd 
fagts ie fei "« 


2 
‘ a ia . Oh, ay gp mw hylt tery aiid ad | el ea We Vie wry yyy wa oe a Pd Ay ‘ 
| emectonetn ia a APES AAO Le 
RN FN ear Pr / KO Catal Weta | | 
RH RURAL 
es ar gee A AS vi APA AOD AS) iy SA 4 oH) " Als / Kd | ¥ Yu 


- ° | wet ES ed eel linisialt Wikio) irl eat PP eA eis ee ee? AAL 


cash ST be Pel elite ay! Au 














